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CHRISTIAN

DOCTRINES

By Dr. J. M. Pendleton
(A Compendium of Theology)

A clear, remarkable and practical statement of
Christian doctrines, ordinances and organization of

the church.

A good book for pastors, Bible students oz

students who need to know more about the Bible,
Doctrine and Theology. |

426 pages.

$2.00 post paid
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Campbell & Williams Music Studio Catalogue
SACRED MUSIC — SHEET MUSIC — SONG BOOKS

P. 0. Box 2205 - Desota Sta. or 388 S. Orleans St., Memphis 5, Tenn.

Our Latest Song:

“A Sinner Like Me”

CAMPBELL’S SOUL-STIRRING SONGS

Touen Me, Liord Jesus ......:. $.10
SRR PR QU RIS et Tty g .10
Something Within .10
No Body Else But Jesus ..... 10
The Lord Is My Shepherd .... .10
He Understands, He’ll Say

47707 L B T ooy SRR R AP [ |
Room - Room
The King’s Highway ........ 10
This Is The Day The Lord

Hath Mage s . . 10
My Saviour
Welcome Chorus ...
Look Away into Heaven . ....
Just To Behold His Face ...... .15
In The Upper Room With Jesus .15
ook To Jesus’ .. i, ids .15
ot YourswBut Yoeu .kl 15
I Know I Won’t Stop Singing

(Jordan)

It 'God Can Make A Lily 5. 2. 2
Just As I Am ... 20
Heavenly Sunshine
My lordAnd F5 0 a o it e 20
Jesus Gave Me Water
When I Get Home .. ..
Are They Equal In the Eyes

Of The l.aw 20
Please Let Your Light Shime

8 B U IR DA ! ,.
There Is A Fountaim ... ...... 20
Foot-Prints Of Jesus 20
I Need Thee Precious Lord.... .20
Tramping - Wanna Be Ready

- Walk Children
Praise Ye The Lord (Anthem) .
Awake! For Thy God Reigneth

(Anthem)

Camnbell’s Soul-Stirring Book.
The Lord’s Prayer
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The Training of the Twelve for World Redemption-

Goal seven of the New Goals of the Baptist Training Union says: To in-
form growing Christians of the ideals and teachings of the prophets and
Jesus for the solving of problems incident to everyday living in a demo-
cratic society. To meet this aim, this Unit seeks to enable the growing
young Christian to get an understanding—acquaintance with the teaching
of the men who were to play such an important role in the redemption of
the world. The twelve Apostles (the thirteen with Matthias and fourteen
including Saul) had much to do with the formation of Christian principles,
the interpretation of the teachings, purposes and implications in the life
and death of Jesus. Personalities which did what they accomplished ought
be studied and know to all believers.

We know so little about the men who carried on after the death of Jesus.
We need a new appreciation of these men and their work. We often refer
to the New Testament and the New Testament Church. Do we know the

men who laid the foundation, broke down the barriers and set in motion
these two great redemptive currents?

Specific Aims

. To become better acquainted with the twelve men who were with Jesus
while He was in the flesh and to make an appraisal of their worth to
the Cause.

. To learn their names, characteristics and position in the cabinet of Je-
sus and how they were trained for the task of world redemption.

. To learn from them the origin of Christianity and how they dared to
teach what they had learned from Jesus who was branded as a failure
in His program.

. To encourage growing Christians to learn from the training of these
men the necessity of learning the Christ way and to give their all for it.

. To examine the life situations of their day and compare them with the
life situations in our day and ascertain if the teaching of Jesus is suf-
ficient for our day with its problems.

STEPHEN C. CAMPBELL, Ed. M.
8712 Russell Street
Detroit 11, Michigan

Entered as second class matter January 4, 1923, at the Post Office at Nashville,
Tenn. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Section
1108. Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 1, 1916, and Act of March 3, 1879.
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Study I
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April 6, 1952

‘Trained Workers—the Primary Need for
World Redemption

Matt. 4:18-22; 11:28-30

The Task Ahead

Only Jesus knew what was in
store for these men who were to be
with Him, see Him as He really was,
be prepared to tell what they knew
convincingly. Only He knew the
dangers that lurked ahead, the op-
positions, and what they would be
called upon to do. Only He knew
the vast implications, the inherent
potentials, in this small stream, of
which He was the head. In the call
of these men, was the infant church
in swaddling clothes, weak and un-
known. Here we have the petty be-
ginning of the great stream of world
redemption. These feeble men rep-
resented the origin of a world’s em-
pire. They were the tiny seedlings,
the yeast cake destined to change
the thinking of the world. As trivial
and insignificant as the call of these
men to service seems, it was a call
to partnership in the world’s great-
est cooperative enterprise—World
Redemption. They must need know
more about the personality of Jesus,
his philosophy of life, his interpre-
tation of the law, the prophets and
the will of God.

Trained men were to play an im-
portant role in the redemptive plans
of the Lord. Men must know the
meaning of a life spent so humbly
that it made no impression upon the
leaders of his day. Jesus had come
to save men, and He must have men
as his agents to reach other men.

Thus He extends a call to certain

men to lay aside their domestic re-
lations, business demands, social sta-
tions and come and follow with Him
because He had something greater
for them to do. “Learn of me,” may
mean study me, take lessons from
me, and you will be better prepared
for the task you must do later. The
infancy of the gospel would require
the skilled hands of attendants who
would know what to do and how to
present it to the world. The infant
church needed a nurse and the train-
ing of the nurse would be an im-
portant factor. The Twelve were
to be the nurse-men of the infant
church. The penetrating eye of Je-
sus saw In these men the latent ca-
pacity of faith and devotion needed
for the task which they would be
called upon to do, if the church was

to be organized, and the world re-
deemed.

The Men Called Were Busy Men

The first disciples were men who
had jobs and were skilled in the
use of the tools of their job. If you
would look into the record of those
who have helped with the program
of world redemption, you will find
that they have been persons of thrift,
industry and push. Call them go-
getters, hustlers or smart, they have
ever been busy people. (Do a re-
search project here, beginning with
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Abram. Make a list of all of the
leaders and show that they were
busy people.) The busier you are
the better God can use you in the
kingdom.

The program of world redemption
can use school teachers, merchants,
doctors, carpenters, bricklayers,
skilled mechanics, good farmers, the
well educated, the fastidious house-
wife, the alert youth, the competent
and the adequate.

These men were men of a varied
experience and knew the value of
good relationship. All experience 1s
learning and all learning is experi-
ence. Is this a true statement? If
they were fishermen, they had to
know the habits of the fish, the
weather signs, the characteristics of
the tide, the market value of their
catch. They had to know the trade.
They had a degree of intelligence.
(What do you mean by intelli-
gence?) These are some of the
characteristics required of men who
would do well in the redemptive pro-
gram. There was in the making a
new movement, filled with new
ideas, new views of life, new ways
of solving problems and new ap-
proaches to human relationships. A
new world and a new order of things
were in the making. Jesus knew
that the men He needed had to be
men with push, vim and vigor. Rum-
blings of unrest was in many breasts.
Men who were accustomed to the
noise of the sea were better prepared
to meet the rumbling noises of so-
cial, political and religious unrest
which the preaching of the gospel
would bring about. Physical storms
at sea had hardened them to the
storms which were inevitable, if the
kingdom of God was to be preached
into men. Busy men are more ready
to adopt the new than the idle who
must ask foolish questions and want
assurance before trying.

Our Task in Our World

These men answered the call of
the Master. The nets, so well fitted
for the sea, were useless on land and
had to be forsakened if they are to
become heralds of the new order.
Nets so aptly fitted for catching fish
had served their purpose and had
to be cast aside for a different type
of tool—the preaching of the Christ
story to their world.

The need today is no less for per-
sons who are trained in the tech-
niques of leadership in Christian
work, for a full knowledge of the
life and teachings of Jesus than 1t
was in the days of the early disci-
ples. The twelve met the test of
their day but a new set of testings
have arisen in our day and world.
Our first task is to get a thorough
knowledge of the Christ way of life
and to learn of Him. Thus the aim
of these studies is to enable us to
appraise his life and teachings as
seen in the training of the twelve
for world redemption. Our world
is a world of persons. It is more
than a political and geographical
world, separating mankind into ra-
cial units. The man of Macedonia 1s
asking us to give him the Man of
Nazareth. The significance of rela-
tionships is paramount 1In our world.
Christian attitudes, feelings and
dealings must be established by us
after the life of Christ. The Baptist
Training Union is addressing itself
to the task of leading us into a fuller
knowledge of the Nazarene that we
may the more effectively present
Him to men of all races.

For Further Study

1. Look up the meaning of the names
of each of the men called in Matt.

4:18.
9. Is more intelligence required to-
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day than it was when they were
called?

. How does their world compare
with ours as it relates to racial

groups?
4. Did either of these first disciples

write a book? If so, name it and
outline it or them.

. Read Chapter I of W. C. Barclay’s
book, “The World Mission of the
Christian Religion.” Can you find,
“The Training of the Twelve,” by
A. B. Bruce?

R o T— AT —

Study Il

April 13, 1952

Fishers of Men

Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11

The Goal of Jesus’ Training Program

Jesus did not have a more simple
symbol for the work which the
twelve were to do than this—Fish-
ers of Men. By what other name do
you think, their work could have
been called? It is a rare event when
God uses other means to reach men
than man. Can you recall any events
where man was not used to fulfill
the plans of God? Is there a greater
task than the one of catching men
for the kingdom of God? Reread
Mark 1:16-20, then reread Luke 5:1-
11. Do you see any connection be-
tween the great catch of fish and the
great ingathering of souls on the Day
of Pentecost as recorded in Acts 27?
Do you think that the catch in Luke
5:1-11 is a symbol to the catch in
Acts 2? Peter is connected with both
events.

The end of all training in Chris-
tian service is, to bring men into
fellowship with God, with man and
with himself. Call it regeneration,
conversion, reclamation or by any
name, the primary goal of all Chris-

tian training is—"prepare man to
fish for man.” “I will make you to
become fishers of men,” and “from
henceforth thou shalt catch men”
are the sole reasons for the call to
service. The Department of Defense
call men and train them to kill men,
to destroy the enemy, to paralyze
his country, to demoralize his home
front. The Master calls men to train
in the art, skills and technique of
fishing for men, of catching men, of
saving men for usefulness in the
Kingdom of God. There is no greater
job, no finer task, no more noble
achievement than this—Catch Men.

The faith of these fishers of men,
at first was faint and weak. At its
best it only recognized in Jesus the
Divine Prophet, King and an un-
usual Personality. In their close con-
tact with Him they were to be in-
structed more from what He did
than from what He said. They were
to learn from Him by degrees. To
start with, they were to believe in
him as the Messiah of prophetic pre-
dictions. Then they were to become
constant attendants on His person.

—
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Finally they were to become the
selected twelve who were to ever
be with Him and carry on after his

death. They were to be the agency

of witnessing to what he said and
did.

The Fishmen Equipment

These men were to make disciples
of others. They were being prepared
to do what had never been done—
Evangelize the World. Later they
would be told to go into all the world
and preach, teach and heal. There
were certain tools, skills, techniques
and equipment they would need.

Fishermen of that day had to have
nets and training in the art of han-
dling them. What type of equipment
do fishermen need where you live?
Most likely all we know is the hook
and line, casting reels, fishing pole.
In the days of the twelve, boats and
nets were essentials, (Make a listing
of all the equipment you have seen
or heard of and draw a truth appli-
cable to the spiritual fishing the
church is doing today.)

These fishers of men are to cast
the net of divine truth into the sea
of the world. They are out to land a
multitude of saved souls on the
shores of the kingdom of God. They
must be equipped with indestructi-
ble convictions about Him, His way
of life and what He believed. To be
effective fishermen of men, they
must possess extraordinary qualifi-
cations and rare spiritual endow-
ment. If they are to use the net of
universal truth, they must be freed
from narrow Jewish exclusiveness
and be equipped with views as wide
as the world. These spiritual fisher-
men must antiquate Jewish ceremo-
nialism which would necessitate
their emancipation from the yokes
of ordinances. The emblem of the
cross, formerly an instrument of
cruelty and the sign of infamy, must

-

become the symbol of all that is he-
roic and noble. These fishers of men
must be above conventional notions
of human and divine dignity, willing
to bear the cross and declare its
glory. They had to combine freedom
of conscience, bigness of heart and
enlightenment of mind as a part of
their equipment. The humble fish-
ermen of Galilee had much to learn
from Christ, ere they could satisfy
these requirements. Perhaps they
had the piety and the sincerity of
purpose but they were exceedingly
ignorant, narrow-minded, supersti-
tious, full of Jewish prejudices, mis-
conceptions and animosities. They
had many things to unlearn but
much more to learn about their new
job as fishers of men. Naturally
they would be slow to unlearn and
to learn. Their minds were filled
with old beliefs which were hostile
to the new task. They were poor
men, of humble birth, low stations
and mean occupation who had never
felt the warmth of a liberal educa-
tion or the energizing touch of so-
cial contact with cultural minds.
They must now launch out into the
deeps and let down for a draft of a
new kind of fish-men. Are we any
better equipped today for the task
of fishing for men? How are our
boats and nets? Are we still near
the shores of our training and ready
to give up? Are not many of us
hunters of men instead of fishers of
men? What is the difference between
a hunter and a fisher? Why did not
Jesus use the hunter as the symbol
of the new work in the kingdom?

Fishers of men need to be
equipped with a strong body, a
vigorous mind, sanctified common
sense, moral courage, earnest activ-
ity, a sympathetic spirit, and a fer-
vent piety. Examine these tools care-
fully and add others or expand these
into a project.
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Methods for Further Research

. The Panel, The Forum, The
Round Table and Group Reports.

. What was the primary goal of the
Master’s training program? Has
the church added other goals?

. How far wrong are the present-
day ministerial training for the
realization of the goals?

. Compare and contrast, Fishermen
and huntermen.

5. Examine the character of the first
five disciples and write your eval-
uation of them. Are they different
from men today?

. In what respects do you differ
with the author on the needed
equipment for effective fishing for
men?

. Have you done all you could to
bring your friends to Christ?

Study I1il

April 20, 1952

Jesus of Nazareth

John 1:43-51

The Stigma of the Home Town

In present day street language,
Nazareth “was oily and smelly.” It
had a bad name, an unsavory repu-
tation and was associated with the
foul, the impure and the immoral.
The character of the people who live
in certain areas and places usually
become the reputation of the place.
People give cities personalities, char-
acters and reputations. Is this a true
logical fact? Discuss in detail with
illustrations to prove your point of
view.

In your own city is a community
with bad names. Make a list of all
the places near you which have bad
names. In Detroit we have “Paradise
Valley,” “Black Bottom,” “Hasting
Street,” “Skid Row,” ‘“Hells Half
Hole” and the like. Certain charac-
ters in certain areas spoil the name
of that area. Thus Nazareth had an
unsavory reputation, known far and
near. What is your city or commu-

nity noted for? What is its nick-
name? |

“Can any good thing come out of
Nazareth?” was a proverbial saying
meaning that the city had fallen so
low in decency and self-respect that
anybody who was somebody would
not dare live in it. When Philip
heard that Jesus was from Nazareth,
a city of questionable reputation, he
jumped to an illogical conclusion
that this Jesus of Nazareth was a

nobody from the treatment Jesus
received there (Mark 6:1-6 and Matt.
13:53-58) . Read these references and
discuss. Do these readings verify the
bad name of Nazareth? Make this
a Research Project and assign a
osroup to bring in a report on Naz-
areth.

As you study Jesus of Nazareth,
the men He trained, the religion
which has grown out of His life,
teachings and work, you will find
that He was an historic figure. As
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the Founder of Christianity which
Paul organized, this Jesus of Naz-
areth can stand the test of any crit-
ical view. Fosdick in his book, “The
Man from Nazareth,” chapter I, A
Real Man, Not a Myth, gives a list
of the founders of religions. Bud-
dhism has its Gautama; Zoroastrian-
ism has its Zoroaster; Islam has
1ts Mohammed; Judaism has its
Moses. Mystical religions have grown
around the mythical figures of Jupi-
ter, Juno, Venus, Mars, Isis, Osiris,
Adonis, Attis, Dionysus and Mithra.
Their founders laid no claim to Di-
vine Sonship. They made no claim
of rising from the dead.

He was a carpenter by trade, a
human being by nature, a lover of
flowers and children, lived with the
poor, and was treated as an orphan.
He knew how to be weary, hungry
and angry, yet without sin. His fam-
ily called him insane; his church
branded Him as an heretic; His gov-
ernment labelled Him a traitor. To-
day Christianity ' worships Him as
the Saviour. Do you who study these
studies know Him?

Whe and What Was This Jesus
of Nazareth?

Was he simply a good man, an
idealist, a dreamer, the product of
a previous age? Study what His
friends said about Him:; talk with
His enemies about Him. Study His
life, teachings, miracles, parables,
philosophy of life, His attitude to-
ward God, His views on the worth of
persons and your conclusion will be
with that of the officer: Never a man
spoke like this man. You will say

with Paul: His name is above every
name.

Compare Him with all the figures
of history and founders of move-
ments. Compare His message with
that of the sages. Examine the wis-

dom of what He said. You will find
that He dealt with eternal wvalues
and universal principles. Trace His
family tree in Matthew and Luke.
The Old Testament sees Him as a
Prophet, Priest and King. The gift
of the Magi were in keeping with
this view, gold, frankencense, myrrh.
The New Testament sees him as a
Preacher, Healer and Teacher. The
nations think He is heaven’s answer
to earth’s call for help. He is not a
Greek legend or the fabrication of
an overheated imagination. He was
a person, an historic personality.
The Four Gospel Writers present
the perfect figure of this Jesus of
Nazareth. It is His biography. The
Pauline writings are interpretations
of His life, works and death.

Their writings portray the nation-
al sympathies of the writers. Each
seeks to interpret Jesus according to
their national sympathies. Matthew
wrote for the Jewish type; Mark
wrote for the Roman type; Luke
wrote for the Greek {type; John
wrote for the Alexandrian type.
Each interpreted Jesus for a race.
Time has shown that He is bigger
than a race except the human race.
In Him, humanity reaches its unity.
He was and is for all mankind. Thus
He must train a group of men to
carry His views to all men. If He
was a (Galilean, in His veins were
many bloods. If He was the Son of
man, as Luke shows, He is related
to men everywhere. He said his
sisters and brothers were those who
did the will of God. He satisfies the
hunger of the human heart as the
“Bread of life.”

He was not the creation of the
evangelists who wrote their brief
biography. He was their Creator.
He is the Absolute. He was not the
product of His environment but pro-
duced an environment. This Jesus
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of Nazareth is the Saviour of the
world, the Christ of God.

Not Where but What

Where one was born or where one
was reared may condition him to
an extent but is not the sole deter-
minant of what one may become.
The records are filled with names of
people who were reared in a Naz-
areth atmosphere and situation but
who by sheer force of something
within, rose above it all and carved
a name among the immortals. Be-
cause Jesus lived in Nazareth, He
lifted the little hamlet and its name

still lives. Men make towns and cit-
ies. They do not make men. Men-
tion Detroit and at once you think
of Henry Ford. It is not where you
were reared but what have you done
with your life since you were born.

Research Readings

Fosdick: The Man from Nazareth,
Chapter I, “A Real Man, Not a
Myth.”

Smith: The Historic Jesus.

Goodspeed: The Life of Jesus, Chap-
ter I, “The Childhood and Youth

of Jesus.”

—

Study IV

April 27, 1952

Jesus Selects the Twelve

Matt. 10:1-4;

‘Mark 3:13-19

The ever-widening range of the
Master’s influence made it needful
that he select some helpers out of
the many that believed on Him that
they might be with Him, see Him
at work, hear His special messages
and be instructed more fully into the
meaning of the kingdom of God. Up
to now He had gone about single-
handed. There had been no need
for an organization. By this time the
work had become widely known, His
journeys had become longer, the

crowds bigger, the need more im--

perative.

The Twelve

Why twelve, does the number
have any significance? In a good
Bible dictionary look up the use of
the number twelve beginning with

the sons of Jacob and ending with
the gates of the new Jerusalem.
Were these twelve perfect -men?
Were they saints in the light of our
present day thinking? Or were they
common ordinary men, like the com-
mon run of men today?

Did Jesus have any special reason
for selecting these above all other
men? In what way were they more
eminently fitted for the job?

After reading all the references to
these men, decide which should be
named first. Is there.any reason for
the following listing of the men? The
list taken from Matthew. Simon
Peter, Andrew (his brother), James,
John (sons of Zebedee two broth-
ers), Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas,
Matthew (the tax collector), James,
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Lebbaeus, Simon (2) and Judas Is-
cariot.

A suggested grouping here as fol-
lows may help some: (1) Simon
Peter, Andrew, James and John. (2)
Philip, Bartholomew or Nathaniel,
Thomas and Matthew (Levi). (3)
James, the son of Alphaeus, Leb-
baeus or Thaddaeus, Judas of James,
Simon, the Zealot, Judas of Kerioth
(called Iscariot). Get these names
fixed in your minds before you begin
a study of their character and per-
sonality. The first group is the best
known, the second group is the next
best known and the last group 1s
the least known. A careful diagnosis
will show that they run about like
church members today. Some well
known and ever seen, others fairly
known and seldom seen, many faint-
ly known and never seen. They do
so little, that they remain unknown.

The Character and Personality of
Peter and Andrew

Peter for some reasons appears to
have been the “head man” of the
twelve. His name was Simon. Cephas
or Peter denoted his character and
personality—the rock. He was a
forceful and assertive character
bordering aggressiveness. He was
very impulsive, ready to speak and
act without due consideration. Be-
fore Paul came into leadership, Peter
stood next to Christ in spiritual pep
and push. The first 13 chapters of
Acts center largely around this rock-
character. He had his faults. He was
much like a tool called “the monkey

* wrench” ready for anything that

started, walking on the sea, correct-
ing Jesus, speaking right or wrong,
fighting with a weapon, denying
Christ, cursing, crying bitterly and
preaching until thousands were
saved. Once he believed anything,
it was hard to move him.

Many scholars think that the Gos-

pel of Mark is really the gospel of
Peter.

Simon Peter did not get a new set
of capacities or abilities when An-
drew brought him to Christ which
caused Christ to nickname him Pe-

ter, he simply used what he had
in spite of his moments of weakness.
He led a varied and interesting life.

He became one of the “inner three”
who saw the intimate glimpses of
the divinity of Christ. All through

the gospel story, the names of Peter,
James and John stand out. Do you
not know somebody in your church

of this type of personality? They
push to the front. They are ever

ready to take things over. They love

to sit in the “driver’s seat and give
orders.”

In the selection of Peter, Jesus
found a great soul. Thirteenth chap-
ter (1-13) of the Acts of the Apostles
will give you an insight into the
type of person Simon Peter was.
Read his two books, study his con-
troversy with Paul, study his sermon
on the Day of Pentecost, visit with
him to Cornelius’ house, and you will

see one of the greatest of the twelve
at his best.

Andrew leans toward the re-
served. He was not a pusher and
ready for anything like his brother.
He was more manly and weighed
matters more carefully. His name
means manly. He wrote no books,
preached no sermons as far as
the record goes. His greatest work
was that of a personal worker. He
brought Peter to Christ. He found
the lad with the fishes. He helpe§
the Greek see Jesus. He played a
minor roll in publicity but was a
great personal worker. Make a list
of all the people you know who are
overshadowed by a big brother.
There are many little Andrews in
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every church who do the basic work
but never are heard in public. John

1:40-42 is about the biggest job An-
drew ever did.

It was a little Andrew that brought
me to Christ, Phate Cannon, a de-
vout believer who never preached a
sermon and who has never heard
me preach. As I write today after
40 years, I still remember that night

when he came and laid hands on me-

and led me to the “mourners’ bench”
where I found Christ. Do not forget
the little Andrews who go out and
find men for Christ. The church and
the community need them. Peter
preached on the day of Pentecost.
Andrew must have been elated—to
see the fruits of his labor doing such
a great job.

Have you ever brought anyone to
Christ? Have you ever had courage
to tell one of your friends about Je-

=—

sus? Try it today. Become an An-
drew and go get Peter. These two
brothers stand at opposite poles.

Debate

Resolve: That the Andrews are more

useful to the church than the Si-
mon Peters.

Resolve: The twelve were common
ordinary men that did an ex-
traordinary job.

Research Project

The influence of Peter upon the for-
mation of the early church.

The man Peter, his weakness and
strong points.

Name the first twelve and give rea-
sons for their selection.

Regroup the twelve on the basis of
their contribution to the New Tes-
tament Church.

Study V

e =

May 4, 1952

James and John, Sons of Thunder

Luke 6:12-16

In our last study, we studied Si-
mon Peter and his brother, Andrew.
Not that Andrew and Peter were of

equal caliber but because they were
brothers.

Today we take up James and John,
sons of Zebedee. Jesus shows great
wisdom in the choices He made of
these two brothers.

~ James and John were among the
“big three” of the inner circle who
saw more of Jesus than the others
for what reasons, the group can find
out. Were they better fitted for

deeper insights than the others?
Were they better equipped mentally
or emotionally than the others. What
1s implied by sons of thunder? (Be
sure and have the group to distin-

guish between the Johns and the
Jameses in the New Testament.)

Peter had frequent outbursts of
words but James and John had the
upperhand in temper. It was they
who wanted to call down fire from
heaven and burn up a Samaritan
city because it refused to declare a
holiday for Jesus. Luke 9:51-56 will
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give the information. They seem not
to have imbibed the charitable spirit
of Christ. Here they are the symbol
of the green, crude and uncouth, be-
fore they grow up in grace and ma-
ture in love. In this case they still
needed the ripening influence of the
Son of righteousness. Here they dis-
played their thunder characteristic.
Men still need the light of wisdom
and the heat of love to transtorm
them from “sons of thunder” into
sons of righteousness. When he had
become tenderized in later years, he
is not so ready to call down fire to
destroy those who oppose what he
thought was the right.

The desire to call down fire from
heaven met with stern opposition
from Jesus who again and again
had taught that He had not come to
destroy men’s lives but to save them.
How often such desires have been
expressed by so-called good people,
which if granted, would mean dis-
aster and ruin. Sons of thunder are
dangerous sons. What looked like
holy zeal in James and John in re-
ality was a mixture of bitter, carnal
passion, anger, pride and self-will.
Such a spirit and feelings needed to
be trained in the righteous uses of
such urges.

Let us take another look at these
two brothers as First Place Seekers.

One day James and John reached
the conclusion that the kingdom of
God was an earthly kingdom and
that they must get their applica-
tion in for prominent places, regard-
less to their fitness for the positions.
So they approached Jesus and re-
quested that one be allowed to hold
the right-hand position (Secretary
of State) and the other be given the
left-hand position (Secretary of the
Treasury in our form of govern-
ment) Mark 10:35-46. Here we have
ambition at its best or highest point
—desiring to take over the two high-

e

est positions in the kingdom. Was
there anything wrong with their re-
quest? Is this'not the trend today
in our churches and democratic so-
ciety? How did the ten take this
request when they heard it? Is not
this request in keeping with the law
of “ask and it shall be given?” Would
it not have been better for them to
have said, “Lord, do with us and use
us where you see best” than to have
said “give us both of the first
places?”

In the light of later discovery these
two brothers were not of the same
caliber or size in capacity or ability
or mental range. Incompetency 1is
ever-looking for the first place and
feels that it is the best fitted for it.

Here is a good lesson for leaders of
groups today. First, hear what the
request is before you make the
promise. You may be ensnared like
Herod was who promised the damsel
anything she asked even to the half
of the kingdom but she asked for the
head of John the Baptist. Worldly
honors are still attractive to good
people. Here we must learn that
our desires must be refined, filtered
and screened. If James and John are
to help save the world, their ambi-
tion needed training in the art of
restraint.

Listen to the prayers you hear in
public and count the number of self-
ish requests. I, me, my and mine
dominate the prayer. Most of the
public prayers are for personal fa-
vors. Give us our daily bread. Re-
think the Lord’s Prayer and no-
where will you find a first personal
pronoun. Pride and ambition are a
bad combination against Christian
personality.

He would be great in the truest
sense of the term must be the floor
mop, the door mat, the servant of
all. Sons of thunder with their de-
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sire for first place in the church or
an organization have been the ones
responsible for many church splits
and new unattached organizations
in the church. Somebody was re-
jected or demoted or another was
given the office, so to show who I
am I go and form another organiza-
tion or church. Sons of thunder are
dangerous persons without the re-
straining teaching of Jesus.

We Forbid You

Here is another aspect of the char-
acter of the Sons of Thunder. Luke
9:49-50 gives an incident that is
worth examining. Here John sees
a man casting out devils but because
he was not one of them, he forbade
him. He is doing what we are doing
but he is not one of us. Here we see
an intolerant characteristic harmful
and needing to be corrected. What
should be our attitude toward others
who are doing Christian work but do
not belong to our church, shall we
forbid? Is there any one way, an all
exclusive way, of doing Christian
service? How much of bigotry can
be useful in Christian service?

Under the leadership of Jesus,
these sons of thunder were able to

take themselves in hand and be-
came foremost Apostles. Read their
books. John wrote more than James
—James only wrote one short book
which you may read with profit,
while John wrote the Gospel of
John, I, II, III John and Revelation.
The charcoal sons of thunder be-
came glittering diamonds in King-
dom building.

Completion Project

. James and John were called sons
of thunder because

. They wanted to call fire down on
a city because

. They asked Jesus for the follow-
Ing positions

i

. John became known as the dis-
ciple that Jesus

-

. John wrote the following books

Debate: Resolve that James did

more for the New Testament
Church than John.

Study VI

May 11, 1952

Matthew and Nathaniel
(Levi and Bartholomew)

Matt. 10:3; Mark 3

:18; John 1:47-49:

Matt. 9:9; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27-32

Levi the Tax Collector
(Matthew the Receipter of
Customs)

Before you begin this study, read

the Specific Aim No. 2 of this Unit.

As you look at Levi or Matthew
before he was called to be one of.the

twelve, you will look at a sorry sight
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who to all Jews was the lowest of
despicable characters. Publicans,
harlots, tax collectors and hog feed-
ers were classified in the same cat-
egory by first-class Jews. When Je-
sus stooped to invite such a soiled
character as this into His fellowship,
they threw up holy hands of horror
and concluded that He was unwor-
thy of their attention.

Matthew-Levi had long been the
object of scorn. He was looked upon
as a “‘publican and a sinner” and
both were bad brands. He was from
a good family, being the son of Al-
phaeus and the brother of James
and Jude. How honest or dishonest
he was, no one seems to know. I con-
jecture that he was an honest man
in a low position. There are plenty
good people who live in slum dis-
tricts, not because they will to, but
circumstances force them to. All peo-
ple who work in bars and caberets
are not bad. They must work and
that is all the work they can find.
Do you agree with this theory?

Money does not blind all men. All
politicians are not corrupted. All
prisoners are not criminals. Mat-
thew was simply doing a job and, I
venture to say, he was doing an hon-
est job though the opportunity to be
dishonest was ever-present.

The fact that he rose up and left
his office when Jesus called him,

- seems to indicate some deep dissatis-

factions with the job and a desire to
get away from it all. Perhaps at
some previous time, he and Jesus
had crossed each other’s path. His
rising up and accepting Jesus so
readily may indicate the call was
all that he needed to motivate him.
This was simply the explosion point.

Nobody in Capernaum saw any
value in Matthew or Levi. Long since
had he been condemned and looked
upon as worthless. The eyes of Jesus

looked deeper than the office he held.
Jesus never looks at a man as he is
but as he is capable of becoming.
Long ago Matthew-Levi wanted to
do something more worthful. He
knew he was wasting his ability.
When Jesus said “Follow me” Mat-
thew-Levi readily severed ties with
a Job and joined up with a person.
Personal relationship is an important
item in living. He was the key man
in the city. Levi made him a great
feast and invited in sinners and pub-
lican—the crowd that did not attend
the fashionable synagogue and who
were never invited to the homes of
the upper uppers. The least, the last
and the lost came. He is no more
Levi, the despised publican, but Mat-
thew, the gospel writer. He became
the man who had a fine appeal to the
irreligious. Read the great book, The
Gospel According to Matthew and
you will see the wisdom of Jesus in
selecting him to be one of the twelve.

The Character of Nathaniel or
Bartholomew

This is the only one of the twelve
whose good life was commended by
Jesus. The first time Jesus looked
at him, He said here is a man in
whom is no guile. He is a square
shooter, a man of integrity, nobility
of purpose, moral stamina and an
extra quality of soul. No other has
ever been so commended, not even
“the disciple whom Jesus loved. Na-
thaniel or Bartholomew was a dia-
mond of the first water, solid gold
thoroughly refined. He had a deep-
seated prejudice against Nazareth
but when Philip told him to come
and see if Jesus was worthy of his
consideration he came. Deep in his
heart he was a silver drop sparkling
with true beauty. There is no pre-
tense, no subterfuge; he was a frank,
free and candid spirit living in an
atmosphere of sincerity where the




14 THE NATIONAL B. Y. P. U. QUARTERLY

beauty of virtue flourished. Nobody
had told Jesus what kind of a per-
sonality Nathaniel was. When Na-
thaniel wanted to know how Jesus
knew him, Jesus said I saw you
when you were under the fig tree.
Under the fig tree the soul of Na-
thaniel had sought peace with God
often. Such a man of devotion and
consecration is called to be one of
the twelve.

From the reading in John 1:43-51
you can readily see that Jesus told
Nathaniel more about himself than
he did to any other disciple among
the twelve.

Would he be worth more and do
a greater work that Jesus took so
much time to talk with him? To me
it seems that he had to be disarmed,
dispossessed and divested of narrow-
ness, prejudices and biases before he
was ready for an assignment with
the twelve. His thinking had been
in the furious waters of conflicting
emotions. Certain areas were con-
demned and nothing good could
come from them. People and places
were readily condemned without in-
vestigation. Here Jesus is saying to
him, “though you are a fine charac-
ter, you must not jump to hasty con-
clusions without reasonable knowl-
edge. You must rise to the table-
land where God and light dwell.
You must fill the vacant spaces in
your thinking with the right ap-
praisal of people. Follow me and
you will see things.”

We must give Nathaniel credit for
being willing to lay aside his feelings

e e e Nl

and come take a look at Jesus. He
was not the only one who branded
Nazareth and the whole of Galilee.
It was a common saying that out of
Galilee comes no prophet. IS it not
true that good-intentioned people
can be biased? Can we not recall
some very religious people who are
little in their thinking, mean, critical
and carping? Give reasons for be-
lieving that Nathaniel was right in
wanting to know about the Man
from Nazareth. Are many people
kept from Christ because of their
whims?

For Further Discussion

. Who are the hated people of your
community, gamblers, bootleg-
gers, robbers?

. What were the outstanding char-
acteristics of Levi according to his
gospel?

. Evaluate the implications in the
supper that Levi gave for Jesus.

. What was the outstanding contri-
bution of Nathaniel to the pro-
gram of Jesus?

. Would you think of him as a
goody-goody type of person with
a sharp tongue?

. Contrast Matthew and Bartholo-
mew.

. List their virtues and their weak-
nesses.

. Can the Kingdom of God use such
two characters today, if so for

what?
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Study VII

May 18, 1952

James, the Less, and Lebbaeus Thaddaeus

Matt. 10:3; I Cor. 15:7

Little Candles
James the Son of Alphaeus

Reread the first goal of this unit
and you will get a better apprecia-
tion of the importance of little peo-
ple in the church. Many a great
stream rises from -a tiny spring.
Many a great movement has come
rushing from the mind of little un-
known characters who performed in
the silence far removed from the
glare of public acclaim. Their fam-
1lies make them known. This is the
case of James the son of Alphaeus.
Why would Jesus call such a little
known person to an important place
among the twelve? Who is he be-
sides being the son of Alphaeus?
Talk with many people in your city
or community about the uses of a
tiny candle, or from your own ex-
periences, recall the time the lights
went out and you had to rely upon
a candle. Think of Henry Ford. The
night he died all electricity was off
because of weather conditions or a
failure at the powerhouse. The only
light available was a candle. If you
will take time to study the great
movements of history, behind them
were little candle-people.

James, known as the Less (be-
cause there was another James the
brother of John, the son of wealthy
Zebedee) is an insignificant person,
of common ability and limited ca-
pacity. Was he called “the Less” be-
cause of his size, work, or to con-
trast him with the other James?
Give reasons for your answer, for or
against. Read Mark 2:14. Is this
James a relative of Jesus as seen in
John 19:25?

There is not much known of this
James. He has been identified as one
of the little personalities among the
twelve. He may have been a brother
of Matthew. Whoever he was, from
him we learn that the kingdom of
(God has a place for the insignificant.
Christ can use the unlearned, the
physically handicapped, the stupid,
the slow, men of quick wit and in-
quiry. This James ranks with many
today whose role in the church ap-
pears very small. Men like Carey
the cobbler, Mackay the mechanic,
William Murry the postman, Mac-
kenzie the physician, Livingstone the
weaver, Moffat the gardener and Al-
lan Gardnier the sailor occupied
small places to begin with but rose
to great heights of service.

Lebbaeus or Thaddaeus

In Luke 6:16 R.V. he is named
Judas the son of James. He too is a
tiny drop in the ocean of the re-
nowned. All ministers are not fa-
mous for eloquence or great pas-
torages. Many great acts are per-
formed by them but there is no
public acclaim or celebrated day to
their honor. Many a rural pastor is
doing a better job for Christ than
many of us in metropolitan centers.
Many great physicians in rural ham-
lets have performed feats of skill
but they have never headed a hos-
pital of renown. The great souls of
many churches are not the ones who
hold offices but some little unknown
mother whose love for the church is
not measured by the offices she
holds. Like the woman who gave
her mite gave more than they who
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gave their hundreds, Lebbaeus gave
his all to Christ as a member of the
twelve. Look in your own church at
the number who do the most talking,
holds the most positions. They ap-
pear to be the pillars of the church.
Now talk with the little old lady
that never says anything in the
meetings, holds no office. She may
be rated as one of the “half-wits.”
Her 1.Q. may be near the border line.
Every Sunday she is there to put
in her presence.

Many of us pastors remember
some such person in our early or
present ministry.

I see aunt Becky, sister Mamie,
brother Joe, like Lebbaeus of whom
little is known, yet they shine in the
firmament of the blessed.

When Jesus sent forth the twelve
upon their first tour, Lebbaeus went
along too and made an excellent im-
pression. He may have been shy and
timid, perhaps, looked a little stupid
but he was among the twelve. He
was not in class with Simon Peter
who made himself the “speaker of
the. house” and leader. Lebbaeus
was more retiring and non-aggres-
sive. Matthew Henry thinks Leb-
baeus and James were brothers, but
even if they were, very little is
known of them. John 14:26 says his
name is Judas,” not Iscariot) and
here he is questioning Jesus about
His methods of manifestation after
the crucifixion. He has been re-
ferred to as the disciple with three
names, Lebbaeus Thaddaeus Judas.

Clarke in his commentary holds
that Lebbaeus Judas is the Jude who
wrote the book of Jude. Jude 1:1
speaks of “Jude the servant of Je-
sus Christ, and brother of James.”
His letter is brief and may indicate
the size of the mental capacity of the
man. Matt. 13:55 and Mark 6:3 name
a Judas as the brother of Jesus. In
Jude 1:17 there is an indication that

he was not one of the twelve for he
does not refer to himself as one. As
to whdé he was is a matter of debate
and speculation.

James the less and Lebbaeus have
been paired together by the writer
because of their apparent little
niche they filled. So little is known
of them. They are presented as typi-
cal of all so called little people who

are carrying on in silence and ob-
scurity.

For Research and Reports

1. Name the first six of the twelve
as given in these studies. Give
some one personality trait which
your readings brought out.

. Name some of the insignificant
people in your church who are a
silent influence for church soli-
darity and character.

. Read the book of Jude and make
a list of the things he wrote about.

. Name some of the ministers you
think are great preachers. Now
compare their work with some of
the preachers you do not think
are so 1mportant.

. Talk with any of the older people
about the early pastors of your
church and compare them with
some of the later pastors for use-
fulness and piety.

. How would James and Lebbaeus
rate with renowned preachers to-
day?

. Define a ‘“jack-leg-preacher, a

yard-ax-preacher and a two-by-
four preacher.”

8. Compare their ministry with that
of the so-called great preachers

of your day. What made them
oreat?

9. True or false: Preachers are like
stars in the sky. Some are bigger
than others in sizes of intellect,
ability and eloquence.
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May 25, 1952

Thomas and Philip

John 20:24-29; John 1:43-45

Thomas the Doubter

Today we have as our character
study Thomas who made himself
famous for his doubts about the res-
urrection of Christ. He is more easily
remembered as the disciple who de-
manded as proof of the resurrection
the privilege of thrusting (forcing)
his hand into the wounded side of
Jesus and to see the print of the nails
in his hand, plus sticking his finger
in the holes in his hands. Without
this, he would never believe that
Jesus was alive, regardless to who
said they had seen him. This was
some proof-demand.

After a rereading of the John
20:24-29, what are some of your im-
pressions of Thomas? Were his de-
mands excessive? Do you think he
was honest in his opinion that Je-
sus did not rise?

One of the aims of this Study is
to help you to form a new opinion
of the one who has been branded,
“Doubting Thomas.” He must be re-
membered for his finer qualities and
his worth to the other twelve. Since
he too wrote no book, we must de-
pend upon whatever references we
can find and the words of scholars.

Matt. 10:3 assures us that he was
one of the twelve. John 11:16 in-
forms us that he was devoted to
Christ, vowing to go with Jesus and
dying with him, if need be. John
14:5 says Thomas showed his lack
of true understanding when he told
Jesus, you are demanding something
of us that we do not know. How can
we know the way when we do not
know where you are going? It was

for his sake or insistence that Jesus
utters those famous words, “I am

the Way, the Truth and the Life.”
We must give Thomas credit for

priming Jesus to make the state-
ment.

Thomas called Didymus, means
that he was one of a twin. Who his
twin brother or sister was and why

he was not called to be an apostle
are unknown.

Thomas was what we call a man
with a warm, good-meaning heart,
ready to die as far as the lips were
concerned but of a slow perceptive
faith. He is the symbol of those
whose religion inhabits their mouths,
who must be shown before they will
believe and who are at times over
cautious about the new ventures. He
revelled in melancholia and live in
solitary sadness after the crucifixion.

Tradition says he worked and la-

bored for the Cause in Parthia and
Persia.

It is reasonable to believe that he
was a man of warm affection for
Jesus but of a weak faith. He meant
well but lacked courage to carry out
his good meanings. Like many of
his time, he had his doubts about a
resurrection ifrom the dead. Fires
of faith often burn low in the best
of saints. The crucifixion has com-
pleted his despair. Depressive moods
are common, everyday occurrences
with us. To these Thomas was a
victim. He was convinced when Je-
sus offered to comply with his re-
quest for proof. When Thomas cried
“My Lord and my God” he was again
going in the right direction.
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This Man Philip

Philip the apostle and Philip the
‘deacon are two different persons.

Like Andrew, he too is among the

first to do personal service in the
kingdom. It was he who found Na-
thaniel and refused to argue the
point, whether any good thing could
come out of Nazareth. His reply was
“come and see.” Here we have a
fine insight into the character of the
man. Let the facts talk. You come
and see, then decide for yourself.
This is good advice to us who would
argue with sinners about the life
and person of Jesus Christ.

He was a man of slow and delib-
erate mind set. He symbolizes those

who reach decisions after much de-
liberation. He was well versed in
the Scriptures of his day and was
among those who waited for the
Hope of Israel. He was of a generous
sympathetic spirit. He was an hon-
est and earnest inquirer after truth.
John 6:5-6 shows how calculating
Philip was. When Jesus asked him
where could they get food for the
people, he began figuring how much
it would cost to feed them a little,
not to mention a full meal. Again
in John 12:20-22 when men wanted
to see Jesus and asked Philip for in-
formation, he had to have help from
Andrew. From this reading would
you classify him as one of indecision
and unwilling to assume responsibil-
ity? Can you relate an experience
you have had with some one who
could not make up his mind with-
out asking advice?

- In John 14:8 Philip wants Jesus
to show them the Father. Here is
indicated the slow working of his
mental machinery. The church to-
day is filled with Philips who can-
not stand alone, who must be told
what to do, who always miss the
point. They too are useful in the

work of the Lord. “Slow but sure”
is their philosophy.

The last reference we have to
Philip is in Acts 1:13. No he is not
the Philip that had the four preach-
ing daughters, nor is he the one who
baptized the eunuch. No, he is not
the Philip who was the brother of
Herod nor is he the Philip who was
father of Alexander the Great. You
may compare his worth as an apos-
tle with the work of these other men
of the same name.

Philip wrote no books as far as we
can find. There is no record of any
of his sermons. Like many good
Christians who do their work and
pass on leaving no illustrious path
of glorious deeds, this humble apos-
tle fades like a tired soldier into
oblivion.

All that we can surmise about him
is taken from the few references in
the scriptures given. Reread each
one for further insights into the man
who was one of the twelve.

For Further Study

. In the light of your reading, what
type of personality was Thomas?

. Is he correctly branded when he
is branded Doubting Thomas?

. Pick out the character traits as-
cribed to him by the author.

. What does the name Philip mean?

. Compare the work of Philip the
apostle with that of Philip the

deacon.

. Do you agree with the author that
Philip was slow, deliberate and
cautious?

7. Tell from your own experiences
the character of a slow person and
one who is aggressive, quick and
decisive.

8. Which is an asset, the slow plod-
der or the fast hurried type?
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June 1, 1952

Simon, the Canaanite

Judas Iscariot

Mark 3:18-19; Matt. 26:14-16
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Simon the Zelotes, the Man with
a Record

This is Simon the Second, Simon
Peter being the First. Here we have
a man who had been identified with
a movement that had as its aim the
overthrow of the government. To-
day he would be a “leftist” and a
“red.” Luke 6:15 is the source of
the name, Simon called Zelotes. The
Zelotes party stood for the full re-
covery of Jewish freedom and the
maintenance of distinctive Jewish
institutions. This Simon was a man
of high ideals and great enthusiasm
for what he believed. The Zealot
party rose in rebellion under Judas
in the days of the taxing (Acts 5:37)
some twenty years ago when Judea
and Samaria were under Rome. Here
Jesus calls such a man whose ideals
of conquest were far different from
His and sets out to train him in the
use of brotherhood and goodwill as
the means of achieving freedom.
Simon was a political discontent
ready to use force for the achieving

of his aims. Carnal weapons of war

must be displaced by spiritual weap-
ons of love, peace and brotherly un-
derstanding. The party of reckless
fanatical patriotism must give place
for a party of gospel preachers.

At a glance it looks like a bad
selection and a disregard for pruden-
tial wisdom to choose a man of Si-
mon’s background. Political suspi-
cion was everywhere. An ex-zealot

——

was not a safe man to be an apostle
of Jesus, for he might make the
ministry of Jesus the object of sus-
picion. Matthew the publican and
Simon the zealot, two opposites, be-
longing to the same group, seems in-
congruous. Yet the zealot could be
the key man in reaching others of
his kind. Here the tax-collector and
the tax-hater must work together
as members of the twelve. Simon
the Jewish patriot had something
that Jesus could use. His burning
zeal needed the sobering touch of
contact with a more noble character
than the Judas he had followed. Si-
mon made a great decision when he
decided to accept the Jesus way of
life and leave off the Judas way of
rebellion against Roman authority.
He wrote no books, left no messages
and takes his place among the lesser
lights of the kingdom. He is the
symbol of hope to those whose past
has been shady.

As a special project, make a study
of all the Simons of the Bible and
compare their life and work with
that of Simon the Zealot. (1) Simon
the son of priest Matthias. (2)
Simon the father of Judas Iscariot,
John 6:71. (3) Simon Peter. (4)
Simon one of the Lord’s brothers,
Matt. 13:55. (5) Simon a Pharisee,
Luke 7:36-50. (6) Simon the leper
of Bethany. (7) Simon the Cyrean-
ian, Matt. 27:32. (8) Simon Magus.
(9) Simon the tanner of Joppa.
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Judas Iscariot, the Blackest
Name Known

When we think of Judas Iscariot
and the identification “the one who
betrayed Him,” we never associate
him with good. We have learned to
think of him as a most despicable
character. Many may ask why would
Jesus select a character like this to
be one of the twelve? Did he have
the same power that the others had
when they went on their preaching
tour? This can best be answered by
a careful study of his character as
we see it in the scriptures.

Jesus had said: I have chosen you
but one of you is a devil. Of the
twelve, Judas was the only one not
a Galilean. Of the twelve, he was
chosen to carry the bag (serve as
treasurer) John 12:4-6. He was a
dishonest man who used the money
- for his own benefit. Here John says
he was a thief, meaning, he often
misappropriated the funds. Here he
is a number one complainer. It was
not his perfume that was wasted
(used). What did he have to do with
what the woman gave Jesus, it had
not cost him a cent. Do we not have
people today who complain about
what is done for a leader (pastors
often) and they do not give any-
thing. Every pastor can count them
by the hundreds who complain about
his gifts and donations given by peo-
ple who love their Shepherd. Here
you have a clear indication of the
type of person this Judas was. You
are not far wrong when you classify
him as an avaricious tightwad, Matt.
26:14, 15, What will you give me
and I will deliver him unto you?
Make a price. I am money mad. I
will do anything for a piece of mon-
ey. I will sell my Master, make me
~a price. Here he lays bare his soul,
rips open his real self, shows who
he is, an avaricious demon. When

e e

Jesus said he was a devil in John
6:70, 71 He spoke truly.

When Jesus rebuked him for his
criticism of Mary, instead of being
moved to a better life, Judas was
moved to resentment according to
Matt. 26:14-16. Here he misapplies
the intentions of Jesus, misinterprets
the motive of his Lord.

From the time he bargained with
the enemies of Jesus to the time he
carried out his plot, he could have
repented and become the man his
high office demanded. But instead of
changing, he sought opportunity to
betray him. He spent his time seek-
ing a chance to turn Jesus in, collect
the cash and sit back for a long time
and enjoy his ill-gotten gain.

At the Supper table, he still had
time. Read John 13:2-30. Oh that
Judas had only had a true heart for
the high honor given him as one of
the twelve. Read Matt. 26:21-21 in
Moffat’s New Testament or (Good-
speed’s. What a heart, what a mean

spirit, what a hard conscience, what
nerve. Read Matt. 26:47-50.

Your blood may be boiling but
keep in mind the daily betrayals of
friends so called. Many a man has
been murdered by a so-called friend.
Many homes have been broken by
very close-FRIENDS. Look in your
own community at the people who
once were so close that a razor blade
could not get between them. Look
what happened.

What happened to Judas? Matt.
27:3-5. Acts 1:15-19. Now read John
1i:12.

Evaluation Report

1. Write your estimate of the life
and character of Simon the zealot.
Consult the work of Josephus for

a complete record of the Zealots
and their plan.

THE NATIONAL B. Y. P. U. QUARTERLY 21

AE—

2. Write an evaluation of the busi-
ness implications of Judas in the
selling of Jesus.

. Write an analysis of the character
of Judas as seen through the scrip-
ture references given in this
study.

S —— ——— —

Debate: Resolve that Benedict Ar-

nold and Judas performed the
same diabolic act.

. Discuss the act of Judas then and
what goes on in Christian groups

today, as it relates to getting rid
of certain officers.

Study X

June 8, 1952

The Thirteenth Apostle

Acts 1:15-26

The First Election in the Church

Today we shall discuss a new pro-
cedure and examine the wisdom and
correctness of the procedure. We
must decide whether or not the
choice of a successor to Judas was
divinely inspired or was the product
of haste and the assumption of au-
thority that did not rightly belong
to the disciples. It seems from the
scripture reference here that Peter
brought the matter before the as-
sembly and gave ample scriptural
proof of their right to name one to
take over the office left vacant by
the suicide of Judas. Here is the
first glimpse we have of what hap-
pened to Judas when he hanged him-
self and the awful death’ he' died.
Here also is given the names of those
who formed the first neucleus of the
New Testament church. Reread vs.
13, 14. There were about 120 whose
names are not given. As to whether
these were in addition to the ones
listed above, you will have to decide.

Peter assumes the leadership, as
many do in churches today. There
are some people who are unhappy
if they are not in charge of affairs.
There are some whose natural abil-

1ty and training make them leaders
without being elected. There are
some who see a job to be done and
go ahead and do it. What do you
think of these types of people? Some
people go to a meeting prepared
to direct and see that it moves
In a straight line. Some people
can command respect for their lead-
ership ability. Many of us have
been elected or chosen to position
because we saw a thing ought to be
done and went on and did it. Can
you name such people in your church
or community? Peter took charge
and pointed out the need of some

one to take the place made vacant
by the death of Judas.

Peter suggested that one who had
companied with them since the bap-
tism of John and had seen Jesus and
knew about the resurrection from
personal knowledge be selected.
Note vs. 21, 22. This seems to indi-
cate that Matthias had done this.
Had he been one of the seventy that
Jesus sent out? Give proof for your
answer. Was this a council of min-
isters, a house of bishops or a con-
gregation taking things into their
own hands? It seems to me (the
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writer) that they prayed at the
wrong end. There is nothing to in-
dicate that they prayed before they
made up their minds and had nomi-
nated two for the office. It seems that

they prayed the wrong prayer. Lis-
ten to the prayer: Lord, which of

these two, have you chosen? The
truth of it as seen later, the Lord
had not chosen either one of them.

Here we have an example of what
goes on in many churches: a group
taking God’s personal business 1In
their own hands, people trying to
make a preacher. Do you think that
Matthias should have been allowed
to tell if he had a revelation from
God that he was to take the place of
Judas? Here was forwardness and
zeal without divine direction. Is this
a true statement of the facts? Peter
made the motion that we now fill
the places made vacant by the death
of the twelfth man. Most likely
it was seconded by many. Did they
fully understand the import of what
they were voting? Some people will
vote for anything.

The Two Nominations
Joseph Barsabas Justus, Matthias

Joseph or Barsabas called the Just
may have been the Jesus who 1is
called Justus in Col. 4:11 who was
of the circumecision. It appears that
they named one of the circumcision
and one who was not. He fitted what
they had in mind. Mark 6:3 speaks
of a Joses, the brother of James the
less. Whoever he was, he was of
sufficient character to win the nomi-
nation. He was a candidate and
made a good run but failed of elec-
tion. Here is the beginning of fac-
tions.

The voting was fair. Each voted as
he felt. Was Joseph the better of
the two men? He was called the

Just which indicated character and
maturity. Why was he not elected?

The ballots were cast and the

choice fell on Matthias, who also
was a good man, lacking in energy,
push and initiative. Like many to-
day, he was elected to an office by
popular vote but from his perform-
ance and achievements, he did not
have what it took. When they were
not able to agree upon a succes-
sor and had to name two and go to
the trouble of voting, that in itself
should have shown them that God
was not in the action. There 1s a
school of thought which holds that
neither one of these was God’s choice
but that He suffered them to satisty
their own wishes. God had another
man in preparation to take this place
made vacant by the death of Judas.
There is a school of thought which
holds that Judas had no place to be
filled. In the light of later years
when God wanted two certain men,
the Spirit said to the church: Sep-
arate me Paul and Barnabas for the
work whereunto I have called them.
Here in the election of a successor
to Judas, there is no such direction.
The congregation offered two men
because they could not agree on any
one man. Then they prayed for the
Lord to show them whice one was
His choice. They should have prayed
before they voted, “Lord do you
want us to elect anyone to take the
place of Judas?” Most likely the Lord
would have said “No, I will do that
myself”’ as he did do in the call of
Saul whom we’ shall study in the
next Study and whose gospel we
shall take up in a later quarter.

Problems

1. From your reading of Acts 1:15,
what condition did they find the
body of Judas and what was the
coroner’s verdict in the light of
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present-day investigations of one
found dead?

. By what authority did Peter have
the right to make the suggestion
that he made concerning a sue-
cessor to Judas?

. How do we know that Joseph
Barsabas Justus and Matthias had
been one of the seventy?

4. What were the conditions for the

man who was to succeed Judas as
an apostle?

. Do you agree with the author that
Matthias was a good man but

lacked ability, energy and initia-
tive?

. Of the schools of thought men-

tioned by the author, to which
school do you belong?

Study XI

-y

June 15, 1952

The Fourteenth Apostle

Saul or Paul
Acts 9:1-30

God’s Choice of a Man

In our last study, we had before
us the two men the church could
not agree on so they cast lots or
ballots and by majority vote made
Matthias one of the twelve—to fill
the vacancy caused by the suicide
of Judas who was one of the origi-
nal twelve. What became of their
ehoice, we have no way of knowing.
Evidently he was not the man God
had ordained for the position.

Today we take up a study of the
character of God’s man. It is pos-
sible for a church to elect to office a
person who is not God’s choice. This
happens when we get in a hurry and
proceed without Divine guidance or
consultation.

Just as Joshua was God’s man to
succeed Moses and Solomon was to
succeed David, so was Saul to take
up the apostleship left vacant by the
death of Judas. He does not meet
the qualifications set by Peter in

-

Acts 1:15, nor is he approved by Pe-
ter and his followers. He was never
fully accepted by the Jerusalem
crowd as seen in Acts 9:26. Yet he
was God’s chosen vessel according to
Acts 9:15-16. The attitude expressed
at Jerusalem concerning Saul was
the general feeling of all who knew
Saul as a persecutor. They were
ever suspicious of him and doubted
his right to be called an apostle.
They based their objections upon
the fact that he did not follow Jesus
while he was alive nor was he a wit-
ness of the resurrection. It was the
same feud then as we have now in
many churches. The “Been Heres
are against the Come Heres.” The
“Ins are against the Outs.” If you
will read all of the books of Paul
(Greek for Saul) you will find the
most of them begin with “Paul, a
servant of Jesus Christ, called to be
an apostle:” Rom. 1:1. T Cor, 1:1.
IT Cor. 1:1. Gal. 1:1 Paul, an apostle
(not from men, neither through
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man). Eph. 1:1 Paul, an apostle of
Christ Jesus through the will of God.
(The letter to the Philippians an ex-
ception). Phil. 1:1. Col. 1:1. I Thes.
‘another exception. So is II Thess. I
Tim. 1:1, II Tim. 1:1, Titus 1:1. Phile-
mon is an exception. The burden of
his soul was to prove his right to

be not one of the twelve but an apos-
tle at all.

As long as the apostolic leadership
was at Jerusalem, Paul was rejected
by the church. He went out of cir-
culation for three years and stayed
in Arabia waiting for orders from
the Spirit and biding his time. It
was not until the church at Antioch
needed a man that Paul had a chance
to prove his worth. Like many to-
day, he was rejected because of his
stand years ago against Christ.

Paul owes much of what he be-
came to Barnabas. It was he who
presented Saul to the church at Je-
rusalem, Acts 9 and it was he who
in Acts 11:25 went and brought Paul
and presented him to the church at
Antioch. Many of us who are prom-
inently known today, owe our intro-
duction to some unknown Barnabas
‘'who gave us our first chance. As
you ministers study with your group
today, tell from your own experience
how a Barnabas helped you to get
started in the ministry, or as a teach-
er or any other office which came to
you because you were thought of by
someone else. In my own life (the
writer’s) I owe all to the unknown
Barnabases like, N. Smith, A. Chand-
ler, L. C. Crafton, T. M. Boykins, A.
T. Lomax, and H. W, Stewart. In
education I revere the name of J. J.
oStarks of South Carolina.

Paul Endorsed by the Church of
Antioch

Acts 13 opens a new chapter in
the Christian movement. The lead-

=z

ership here changes from Peter to
Paul, from Jerusalem to Antioch.
Here the Holy Ghost makes a selec-
tion, not of one of two men, set forth
by the church, but of two men, not
of equal importance as far as work
was concerned, but men whose po-
larity was far apart and who were
to go on a special mission of evange-
lization, kingdom extension or mis-
sionary enterprizing. Why was Saul
or Paul so long getting started? In
Acts 9 we learned that he was a
chosen vessel to the Gentiles but in-
stead of going to them, he tries to
win his fellow Jewish people to no
avall. Rejected at Jerusalem, with-
out the expressed approval of the
apostles, he goes out from Antioch
under the orders of the Holy Ghost.
He is apostle fourteen when he
should have been among the twelve.
Take time here to make a list of the
reasons why Paul was so late getting

started on his work among the Gen-
tiles.

The endorsement by the church
at Antioch and being sent forth by
this church meant a new day for
world evangelization and redemp-
tion. It meant a breaking with cus-
tomed bound Jerusalem, ladened
with traditions and Judaism. It
meant a turning to the Gentile
world. Paul was the best man God
could find for this task. Acts 13:44-
92 informs us of the great decision
to give his time and talent to the
Gentiles. Here he breaks with his
past and becomes the counterpart
of the gospel dispensation. Peter
symbolizes the gospel of the circum-
cision, while Paul symbolizes the gos-
pel of the uncircumcision. Here are
two leading apostles standing and
preaching on opposite sides.

Tallest of All

In education Paul was the tallest
and most astute thinker the New
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Testament mentions. As a preacher
he has no equals in the annals of
world thinking. As a writer he wrote
more books than all the others put
together. As a worker, he did more
than any one man that ever lived.
He alone interprets the meaning of
the life and death of Jesus. Some
of the greatest inspiration ever
dripped from the pen of a writer,
pours forth in copious showers from
his pen. Take a map and trace his
missionary journeys. He gave the
church a world view of the Christian
way of life. More books have been
written about him than were written
by all the other thirteen apostles.

Was he without faults? No. He
was full of temper. He parted with

his best friend Barnabas. He re-
buked Peter to his face. Read Ga-
latians 2. Here you see him as he
is when he is aroused.

He was a man of great courage and
daring, fearing nothing, not even

‘death. Three great forces converged

upon him, viz., the Cross of Christ,
his miraculous conversion and sal-
vation by grace. His books are in-
exhaustible in great truths. His spirit
pervaded everything he touched. He
was a veritable dynamo ever giving
life and light to the Cause of Christ.

Debate

Resolve that Paul was greater than
Peter.

Study XII

June 22, 1952

Training in Prayer, Humility and Faith

Luke 5:15-17: 6:12-13; Mark 1:35; Luke 22:44

Luke 11:1-4;

Matt. 6:9-13

Patterns of Prayers

If the twelve were praying men,
we have no example of their prayers.
When they were converted, as we
know it, there is no record. From
what we discussed in the other stud-

- ies, and what we have learned from

research, they were common ordi-
nary unlettered working men who
had no previous training in the art
of prayer, except the few that had
been with John the Baptist. Among
the first things that Jesus had to do,
was to show them the importance of
prayer in living the life of service.
Communion with God, was to be
the secret of their success as world

preachers. They had not learned
how to pray effectively. Like us,
they called words but they were
void of expectant desire; they were
naked cold words uttered without
feeling for what they prayed. Jesus
noted that they were minute prayers
who emphasized postures more than
they did mental concentration. There
is a difference between saying your
prayers or a prayer and praying fer-
vently, longingly and persistently.
There is much to be learned from
a study of the prayers prayed by
Jesus. He withdrew from the crowd

and went into the silence of the
wilderness and prayed. Luke 5:15.
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He went into the silence of the
mountains and continued in prayer
ALL NIGHT. Here by His example,
he is saying to us, never make an
important decision until you have
spent time alone with God in pro-
longed periods of prayer.

This is what He wanted to train
the apostles in. Mark 1:35 sees Him
getting up a great while before day
and going into a solitary place to
pray. He prayed all night and now
He is restless and goes out before
day to pray.

Instead of taking sleeping tablets,
try the example of Jesus, get alone
and pray. Examine Luke 11:1-4
again. This is the greatest request
ever made by the apostles, “Lord
teach us to pray.” Note: Not how to
pray, nor what to put in our prayers,
but teach us to pray. Here is where
they failed: Teach us to pray like
John taught his disciples. In their
minds, they were still John’s dis-
ciples. How much better to have

said, “Lord teach us to pray like
you.”

Luke only gives a part of the
model prayer while Matthew 6:9-13
gives the full text. Read this prayer
in the late translations as well as
in the old translations. Study it care-
fully for its simplicity, beauty and
logical sequences. Note the ours, the
wes, and the uses. Then the next
time you are at church listen to the

prayers of the people and count the
Is, the mes, the mys and the self-
ishness of public prayers.

Instruction in Humility

Luke 14:7-11; Matt. 18:1-5
Mark 9:33-37; John 13:2.5

Humility means to lie on the
ground. It is the doormat attitude
and the rag-mop willingness to do
the menial tasks without being

asked, forced or compelled. It is that
quality of soul and life that absorbs
the mean, the ugly and the sordid
without being disturbed or agitated.
What is your definition or illustra-
tion of humility? Is it the greatest
of all Christian virtues?

From the readings, the twelve
were lacking in humility. They were
anxious about first place, the high-
est seat of honor. They wanted to
know who was greatest, the most
influential, the most popular. Their
conception of greatness was to sit
in the seat of honor, James and
John had asked for these seats—one
on the right and the other on the
left. They dreamed of places of dis-
tinction. They were possessed with
jealousy, angry disputes and anxiety
about pre-eminence. Vanity and pre-
sumption, jealousy and envy about
places, offices and positions have
breeded more churches and church
organization that any other factors.
Make a survey of your community
for churches that split over who
would be pastor or who would be
deacon or who would be president of
the missionary society. Pride, am-
bition and vainglory are bad part-
ners and can do much harm among
so-called good people whose life is
above reproach as far as sex rela-
tions go. They are self willed, mean
spirited, stubborn and out of har-
mony with the total church. They
ever have an eye to their own glory
though they say they are glorifying
God. The demon of self-will is still
in many disciples.

The childlike attitude and feel-
ings are those of deep humility.
Watch children play. They fall out
but soon fall back in and keep on
playing.

Read each of the given readings
again. Self-forgetfulness finds its

highest expression in Jesus Christ.
See him as He washes the feet of
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his servants when they should have
been washing His. If you are having

trouble living with people, see if the

real cause is not in your inability to
live with yourself.

Humility never asks for an a-
pology or a confession of wrong. It
never seeks to get even or to take
revenge. I call humility the sani-
tary department of true religion. ;t
hauls away all filth, trash and debris
and keeps you feeling sweet inside.
This was one of the greatest needs

As you read these scriptures, read
the whole chapter. Get the back-
ground of the reading. Discuss it
fully in the light of your own expe-
rience and in the light of Heb. 11.
The mainstay of my personal life

(the author’s) Mark 11:24 and Mark
9:23 have been essential supports.
Try faith. Try humility. Try prayer.
There will be an upsurge 1n your
feelings and outlook on life.

For Research and Discussion

of the twelve.

Little Faith and Big Faith
Matt. 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:38

These readings show the littleness
of faith of those who should have
been strong and vigorous in faith.
Note the tenor of the next readings:

Matt. 8:2: 8:10; 9:18; 9:28; 14:36;
15:28; Mark 5:28.

Jesus knew that the twelve were
men of alternating faiths—Ilittle and
big, strong and weak. Thus through-
out His training program, He empha-
sized faith. He made faith the most
indispensable element in prayer and
the one great factor in the produc-
tion of good relations. There must

be a great faith.

e

Study XIII

. Praying and saying the Lord’s
Prayer is one and the same thing.
True or false?

_ The twelve were men of slow un-

derstanding, weak faith and seek-
ers after first places. True or false?

. Define and illustrate prayer, hu-
mility and faith. |

. How many churches 1n your com-
munity came out of another
church? Make a survey for a
factual answer.

. Find out and report on the history

of the officers of your church and
see how many came from other

churches and why.
. Survey the Bible for those who

Prayed longest, showed the great-
est faith and were humble. Check

the humility of Moses.

June 29, 1952

The Initial and Final Commisson

(Community and World Ventures)
Matt. 10:5-20; Luke 9:1-6, 10; Mark 6:7-13

The Initial or Community Venture

Here community means within the
boundary of racial community. The
mission is to their own people. They

were sent in pairs according to one
of the readings and were to have
power ‘over unclean spirits. They
were to heal the sick by anointing
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them with oil. They were to go
empty-handed and depend on the
people to support them. They were
to carry only their wearing apparel
so as not to be hindered with much
luggage. Wherever they stopped,
they were to leave their peace upon
the house and if they were refused
admission to shake the dust off their
feet. They went out and preached
and had a great success. Even Judas
preached some fine sermons and
healed many people. They returned
and made a glowing report. They
were elated at their first attempts.
Jesus saw that they were still filled
with self so he took them aside into
the wilderness where they could
rest and evaluate what they had
done. This was a trial effort. It was
to determine how well they had
taken in the teachings of their Mas-
‘ter. In education it was practice

work. Here they are active agents,
largely on their own. This is a lim-
ited mission for men of limited un-
derstanding. Note the limits. “Go

to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. Stay within the limits of the
cities of Israel and by no means go
beyond the borders of Jewry.” What
was the wisdom of these limitations?
Is it not good judgment for us today
to stay within our limits and to know
our limitations? Before the twelve
could go into all the world, they
had to have a base of operation. And
too, Jesus Himself rarely went be-
yond the borders of the Jews with
His message of salvation. Why?
When and where were these infre-
quent excursions beyond the borders
of Palestine? It is a reasonable de-
duction that the twelve were not
sufficiently developed in their spirit-
ual lives, they were still narrow in
their conceptions of God, they were
still steeped in prejudice against the
Samaritans and the Gentiles to carry
a message of universal salvation.

—_

They were not experienced enough
to present an argument for Christ
and His ways of life because they
knew too little about Him and had
too many doubts themselves.

They were given a definite work
to do. Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out dev-
ils. Give freely as you have received
freely. As you go, preach, saying
“the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Their preaching was to be predictive
in this initial venture. They were to
go into whatever city He was to later
enter as His advertizers. The uni-
versal venture would be to preach
a gospel of convictions that this Man
Jesus was the Christ. Here they are
simply to announce that the king-
dom of heaven is near, that is that
the Christ was at hand. Up to now
they knew nothing about the place
of the cross in salvation nor the true
nature of Jesus or the true mean-
ing of the gospel nor the place of
the resurrection in the redemptive
scheme. There was a grave danger
that men with such crude ideas
might foster delusive hopes. Thus
Jesus wisely limits their preaching
to a predictive announcement that
the kingdom of heaven was at hand.
There were those who were look-
ing for a kingdom of earth but He
tells them to preach the kingdom of
heaven is near. This simple state-
ment would keep his enemies guess-
ing and his friends hoping.

They made a fine impression and
reaped great results. They had won
great acclaim from the people. Je-
sus had to take them aside and let
them rest and give them more in-
structions. He noted that too much
emphasis had been placed on the
casting out of devils. Jesus tries an-
other technique. He sent out 70 oth-

ers to see how they would do. Luke
10:1-20. Read this carefully.
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The Final Commission and the
World-wide Venture

Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20;
Acts 1:1-14; Read it

Many things had happened since
they went on their initial mission.
They had been schooled in the mean-
ing of the crucifixion; they had been
tested and found wanting; they had
seen Him die and had felt the whole
undertaking had been a failure and
mistake. They had given up hope
and had been shaken out of their
despair by proof that He had risen
from the dead. They had seen Him
alive.

They were convinced that He was
the Christ. Something had come into
their lives that gave them great bold-
ness. They felt an impulse that the
whole world needed to know about
what had happened in Jerusalem.
He had shown them that He was the
anointed of God and had power.
Today He sends them into all the
world to preach what He had told
them and what the Holy Ghost
would reveal to them. Their specific
aim is given: “Preach the Gospel to
every creature, that is, make disci-
ples of all men in every mnation.
Everywhere you go, preach what
you have seen of me. I will be with
you not in bodily presence but in
my spiritual presence. You will get
special power in ten days after I am

gone.”

Here they are sent into all the
world to make friends in all nations

for His name. Here they are sent on
a new astounding venture, never be-
fore attempted by any group. They
are not to preach the kingdom of
heaven is at hand but to tell men
how to enter this kingdom through
repentance, conversion, regenera-
tion, sanctification and holiness.

The last meeting with Jesus was
a great experience to those who had
lived so intimately with Him. What
they experienced we today can, too,
if we will live in the consciousness
of His presence.

They went everywhere and
preached that Jesus is the Christ.
Men who were only fishermen, un-
lettered, unlearned and weak 1n
faith, started a movement that was
greatly enhanced by Paul who in-
terpreted the death and resurrection
of Christ in such a way that men to-
day are hearing the gospel preached
in their own tongues. Has the gos-
pel failed? A better question would
be has it been preached and lived?

Review and Evaluation

Now that you have studied the
men who worked with Christ and
who started the Christian move-
ment, organized the churches of the
New Testament, write your apprais-
al of their characters and the place
they filled in the early stages of the
church.

Contrast the leadership of Peter
and Paul and show how each af-
fected the New Testament churches.
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AT
WORK IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
By H. G. W, Smith

By an authority in church school problems and
general Christian education, drawn from his interest, ASTOP\ |

knowledge and experience from the point of view of | | AT WORK N

the pastor. Hints and plans on how to improve the | | fili CHRISTIAN

eduzational work of the church.

Cloth - $1.50 post paid

= THE NEW TESTAMENT

1 “*"fﬂ““‘ - By Pendleton and Clarke
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A handy one volume commentary. In use for over

a half century. Concise, clear, practical and valuable
exposition of the New Testament. Good for pastors,
teachers and students of the word.

Cloth. $1.50 post paid

_THE STAR BOOK FOR MINISTERS

By E. T. Hiscox, D. D.

A standard manual for pastors for over 100
years among Baptists. Contains directions and
helps on. weddings, funerals, dedications, sick

calls, marriage and burial services, parhamentary
rules, proper scripture selections for all occasions,

tables, Bible facts, etc.

Bound in imitation leather
Price $1.50 post paid

Order from Book Department

NATIONAL B. Y. P. U. BOARD - 409 Gay St., Nashville, Tenn.
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By
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tist Training Unions.

superintendents, Presidents, Chaplains, Prayer
Leaders, Mission Workers, Visitors, Teachers
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Many Pastors, Preachers, Leaders and Evange- |
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THE INDEPENDINT BI:.P""IS’P CHURCH CF
LEAVENWORTH, X

0O HE ) —— 2145g£d£“ e /r/ww

Dear bBrethren:

This is to certify that ﬁﬁ ZE&géZEWmOmba in good

and regular standing with us, and at ov*n request, is hereby dismissed,

for the purpose of uniting with you..

then 4 25 has so united, éi gonnectlions with us will cease.
May the Divine blessing rest on :égi and Oon Yyou.

Donc by Order of The Church.

This Day of 45 ﬁé/,{;: 1931_3"' ’

(This Letter is valid for six months) ,(,{/g(:?/ /i
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RESOLUT ION

Nicodemus, Kansas
July 6, 1965

it has plegsed Almighty God to remove from our
midst, Brother Ace Williams, who has for a
great meny yeears, been a faithful mewmber and

a Past laster of Zerrubbabel Lodge #44 of
Nicodemus, Kansas

BE IT RESCLVED:
iht the members and brothers of the Deceased
bow our heads in humble submission to his will
and extend to the bereaved members of his family
our heart felt sympathy in this their hour of
SOrrowe

Bl 1T FUTHER RESOLVED:
fhat a copy of this Resolution be given to the
family and a copy be sent to the County Paper
10 be published, and a copy behanded to the
vecretary to be spread upon the minutes of this

Urder .
Humbly submitted,
Wme H. Bates, Worshipful Master

Arthur W. White, Secretary
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