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Hutchinson, KS 67504-0664 U.S. POSTAGE PAID
HUTCHINSON, KS
Sponsors: Hutchinson/Reno Co. Cultural Commission, Reno : MITNO. 135
County Museum, Flag Theatre, & Hutchinson Art Association. '

Underwritten by the Hutchinson Community Foundation.
i

Jan 13-26  "Women of Nicodemus" exhibit (/-; | / s THCET [3/{' as” /7 c P RS

Reno County Museum, 100 S. Walnut, Tues-Sat, 10-4:30; Sun, 1-4

Jan 16-19  "Buffalo Soldiers" performances o 3

Jan 19 Meet the Tompkins reception, 4 p.m.
Flag Theatre, 310 N. Main, Thurs-Sat, 7:30 p.m.; Sun, 3 p.m.

Jeb 1-28  "Decisive Moments" exhibit
featuwning Michael Bracey of Chicago, Ilinois

Qel 16 Meet the artist reception, 2-4 p.m.
Hutchinson Art Association Gallery, 405 N. Washington
Tues-Fri, 9-5 p.m.; Sat-Sun, 2-4

Qb 6-9 "Lincoln"

Flag Theatre, 310 N. Main, Fri-Sat, 7:30 p.m.; Sun, 3 p.m

Photo: "Patti Cake" 1987 Jackson, Mississippi by Michael Bracey
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Sponsors: Hutchinson/Reno Co. Cultural Commission, Reno
County Museum, Flag Theatre, & Hutchinson Art Association.
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Schedsule of Events

Jan 13-26  "Women of Nicodemus" exhibit
Reno County Museum, 100 S. Walnut, Tues-Sat, 10-4:30; Sun, 1-4

Jan 16-79  "Buffalo Soldiers" performances

Jan 19 Meet the Tompkins reception, 4 p.m.
Flag Theatre, 310 N. Main, Thurs-Sat, 7:30 p.m.; Sun, 3 p.m.

Geb 7-28  "Decisive Moments" exhibit

Qel 16 Meet the artist reception, 2-4 p.m.
Hutchinson Art Association Gallery, 405 N. Washington
Tues-Fri, 9-5 p.m.; Sat-Sun, 2-4

Peb 6-9 "Lincoln”
Gthcf/zM{a/tmaum a% G aa,fwaaﬂtf f‘fomg, dhow

Flag Theatre, 310 N. Main, Fri-Sat, 7:30 p.m.; Sun, 3 p.m
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KANSAS TRAVEL INFORMATION CENTER
Route HCR 3 PO Box 618
Goodland KS 67735 Phone: (913) 899-6695

Your brochures help us fill mail requests or display travel and tourism information
about Kansas. We have distributed all of the below listed brochures. Would you

help us restock by sending 5 O brochures to the above address? Storage
space is limited, so please send no more than requested.

Lk th-n\k_‘ 'tk__‘ \\1{: ; (-\ .E- WAL ¢ ~ | ,%

/20

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! : b )

If your brochure is no longer available, please let us know, and we WIH remove
it from our brochure inventory file.
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RESOURCE MATERIAL

T'HE WESTERN MIGRATION OF THE
AFRICAN AMERICAN
AND THE
FRONTIER EXPERIENCE

Revised 1994

Contents

African American Military Regiments/Buffalo Soldiers
African American Towns/Nicodemus, KS
African American Town Builder & Politician/Edward P McCabe
African American Migrants/Exodusters

Written by Angela Bates, President of the Nicodemus Historical Society, historic
Nicodemus, Kansas (soon to be a National Park).

ORDER FORM

Teachers Book $30.00
Student Book $ 6.00

I SN e S—

Shipping/Handling:

Make checks Payable to:

T'he Nicodemus Group P.O. Box 70 Bogue, Kansas 67625
(913) 674-3311
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National Parks and
Conservation Association

I want to charge my

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 contribution to my:

Citizens Protecting

America’s Parks RENEWAL NOTICE

J Mastercard [ VISA
J American Express

[ ]YES, Tom, you can count on me to renew my NPCA Membership and

help save America’s national parks for future generations.

I have enclosed my contribution of:

#BWNBCWB

#08696551#
Nicodemus Historical Society

RR 2 Box 139
Bogue, KS 67625-9719

01/00

Please make any address corrections above. Please detach and return
the above portion of this notice with your check payable to NPCA.

Take 2 easy steps to renew:

' 1 m Return above form with your gift in the enclosed envelope.

l 2- Sign and carry your temporary membership card.

National Parks and
Conservation Association

MEMBER

Nicodemus Historical Society

I[dentification No. 0 8 6 9 6 5 5 1 WL
Expiration 01 / 01 7

Member Since 12 / 9 2 CHAIRMAN

Credit Card No.
L] Active, 1 'yr., $25

L) Active, 3 »r, 560 Expiration Date
(A $15 Savings)

7} Contributor; 1 vy, S35 Signature

[] Other $

RAOAB1EC [l Pledge for Parks

MEMO

TO: Nicodemus Historical Society, NPCA Member
FROM: Tom Kiernan, NPCA President

NPCA is America’s only private organization
dedicated solely to protecting, preserving, and
enhancing the U.S. National Park System.

Because of you, and 400,000 people like you, the
parks stand a chance of being around for our
children and grandchildren. But we can’t do it
without you! The threats against the parks are
never-ending—please send your generous renewal
contribution today!

[ I also want to help the parks everyday! I
have read the enclosed Top 10 list and pledge to
do my part for the parks! I have checked the
Pledge for Parks box above.

é‘, RE“CyCled P(I.pg-}"




MEMBERSHIP COMMITEE

Active (1 year) 25 Library
(3 years) 60 Detender
Contributor (1 year) 95 Supporter
EY VLA Vit oo, B Guarantor

Student (to age 22) | Trustee

For over 79 years, NPCA has provided stewardship as America’s only citizens’ watchdog organization dedicated exclusively to
the protection of our national parks and the wildlife which they shelter. Because we are a non-government, citizen funded
association, our work depends almost entirely on the dues and contributions of our concerned and loyal members. Never has
your help been more urgently needed for our parks and for NPCA’s programs to save them not only tor our own enjoyment —
but for the generations who will come after us.

All but $3, which covers a subscription to National Parks, of your annual dues are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. A copy of the latest financial statementor Annual Report filed by National Parks and Conservation Association may be obtained by contacting
NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036; 1-800-NAT-PARK. If you are a resident of ane of the following states, you may obtain information directly by contacting:

Residents of the following states may request financial statements and other information from offices indicated (the toll free numbers are for use only within the respective states): Arizona: Financial information filed with the Secretary of
State is available for public inspection or by calling toll free 1-800-458-5842. Florida: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY
CALLING 1-800-435-7352, TOLL FREE, WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. Kansas: The Kansas registration number is 204-874-2, The annual
financial report for the preceding fiscal year is on file with the Secretary of State. Maryland: Copies of documents and

information submitted by NPCA are available from the Office of the Secretary of State, Statehouse, Annapolis, MD 21401, 1-800-

825-4510. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION -

MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING 201-504-6200. Natlonal Parks and

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT. New York: New York residents may obtain a copy of our annual report by Consewation ASSOCiation

writing to the Office of Charities Registration, 162 Washington St., Albany, NY 12231. North Carolina: A COPY OF THE LICENSE
TO SOLICIT CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS AS A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION OR SPONSOR AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, SOLICITATION LICENSING BRANCH, BY CALLING (319) :
133-4510. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. Pennsylvania: Washmgton, D.C. 20036
A copy of the official registration and financial information of TSF may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by

calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0993. ]_ -SOO-NAT-PARK

Registration does not imply endorsement. Virginia: Commonwealth of Virginia, StateOffice of Consumer Affairs, RO, Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23208 :
(804) 786-1343. Washington: Currently registration with the Washington State Secretary of State, as required by law. Registration number 434-120- - FOUHded |§ 8! 1 9 1 9

105. West Virginia: Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305, Registration does not imply endorsement. for copies of current financial J29 X _ )
statements you may send a written request to the address listed above or call N°CA directly at the telephone number listed above. C I f lz2eris P}‘ 0 f QCZL lng Ame}" 1Cd S Pa’ I8 kS
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7 o.M Sayeratios
doaersnnorda (al " 86th Birthday
5 3 5 / 7 7%‘&&! /)Afj/_? ;|7 (By the Nicodemus Correspondent)

G. M. Sayers of Hill City cele-~
; ' brated his 86th birthday anniver-
? 5 4 2“{ sary with a dinner and open house
‘at the Nicodemus township hall on
Wednesday, October 20.
Mr. Sayers, who came to Nicode-
mus in 1887, served 27 years and 8
months as postmaster. During that
time he owned 280 acres of land
in this township which he farmed
alone unti! his sons were old
enough to help with the farmwork.
&y 7 He also operated a store from
a4 M""(f‘e"-ﬁhlch he sold groceries, cured
meats, drugs and school supplies.
He attended the academy in
Stockton and taught school eight
terms. For a number~-of vears heé
served as clerk on the school board
in Nicodemus. Later he served as
the first clerk of Bogue rural high
school district for 16 years. He was
trustee and assessor of Nicodemus
township for four years.
He is a member of the First Bap-
tist Church in Nicodemus. He was
a teacher in the Sunday School for
~ 40 years and was also the Sunday

Z/Zaj‘School organist. He was treasurer

g and clerk of the church at the
time the mpresent building was
built; and was a member of the

Py senior choir a number of years.

LLJ,%T‘ At the family reunion dinner

which was held at 4:30 p.m., Alpha
Griffie, Betty and Ruth Jones ofl
Hill City, Patricia and Phyllis§
Scroggins of Kansas City, served.
The table was decorated with a
white tablecloth with decorations
of large red roses and green leaves.
o A centerpiece of pansies, daisies

5;,,..#' and chrysanthemums decorated
the center. A pink and white birth-
day cake with candles also center-
ed the table. This cake was baked
by Mrs. James Berry of Denver.
Mrs. Ollie B. Scruggs furnished
music during the dinner.

All of Mr. Sayers’ six sons were
present, the first time they had all
been together for 41 vears. They
were: Rev. and Mrs. Raymond T.
Sayers and Mr. and Mrs. W. Curtis
Sayers of Chicago, Illinois: Mr. and
Mrs. Irvin Savers of Hill City: An-
drew Sayers of Stockton, Califor-
nia; Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Sayers
and Assistant Attorney General
Wendell P. Sayers of Colorado. His
brother., Attyv. and Mrs. W. L. Sav-
ers of Hill Citv: old time friends.§
Mrs. Annie B. Cannon of Denver,
' Mr. and Mrs. George Washington

;:f Speed; and 35 other guests were

- — . i —— S ———— —— i i
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also served.

Open house was held from 5:00
p.m. to 10 p.m. Mrs. Raymond T.
Sayers of Chicago, baked andf#g
brought a birthday cake to Mr.
Sayers. This cake, along with many
others, were served.

A program was rendered. Two
most outstanding numbers were 3

sextette by his sons, Raymond, An-
drew, Calvin, Curtis, Irvin and
Wendell; and a quartet by his
daughters-in-law, Mrs. Raymond T
Sayers, Mrs. Curtis Sayers, Mrs.[
Calvin Sayers and Mrs. Irvin Say-
ers. He received many useful and
\pbeautiful gifts with cash gifts of
25. from each son. Pictures were
aken during the dinner and at
ithe W. L. Sayers home with a

group picture of Mr. Sayers and
24 Nis sons taken at Robbins Studio.
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1800 North 33rd Street (68583)

P.O. Box 80669

Lincoln, Nebraska 68501-0669

(402) 472-2007 or Toll Free 800-228-4630
Telex: 484340 FAX (402) 472-1785

September 11, 1990

Angela Bates, President
Nicodemus Historical Socilety
RR 2., BOX 131

Nicodemus, KS 67625

Dear Angela:

The program THE EXODUSTERS is from THE BLACK FRONTIER series
produced by the Nebraska ETV Network. The cost to purchase a copy
of this sixty-minute program is $33.20. The price assumes delivery
on VHS videocassette for audiovisual use and includes all shipping
and handling fees.

To order the program send your order, accompanled by a check,
to the letterhead address. Please allow three weeks for delivery.

If you wish to purchase additional copies for resale, your
cost is $21.22 when ordered in quantities of 5 or more. once
again, the price assumes delivery on VHS videocassette and includes
the shipping and handling charges.

Please call or write if I can be of further service.
Sincerely,

4 <

Stephen C. Lenzen(
Associate Director

SCLs:ch

A service agency of the KUON-TV/Nebraska ETV Network and the University of Nebraska—Lincoln,
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ANGELA BATES, PRESIDENT
NICODEMUS HISTORICAL SOCILETY
RR2, -BOX 1351

NICODEMUS, KS 67625
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FREEDom Bools
13y~ Al Grove
Wieri. K5 4721




LOME=L A KANIAS

Coalition of Mullicultral FEducation Company of Kansas
801 North Fourth * Hill City,Ks * 6/6472 * 9135 6/4-2874

March 30251991

Angela Bates
1015 Main # 8
Hill City, Ks 67642

IN RE: Dissolution Agreement and proposal
Dear Angela:

After reviewing our "Dissolution Agreement”, we saw several pro-
blem areas. I have attached a sheet with our concerns.

At the Coalition meeting on Thursday we discussed the possiblity
of buying the Middle School booklet/teacher's guide from you. Would
that be something you would consider? We will be prepared to discuss
this with you in detail either at your convenience in Topeka or on
April 18th in Hays Kansas. We are very flexible. We don't however
have anymore meetings planned out here until late May and that will
be much to late for either of us to discuss a buy-out.

We have made drastic changes in the multicultral materials for
elementary schools and would like to see the same changes for the
Middle Schools. One area of concern that came-up was—— several areas
across Kansas (Bogue for example) still have the K-8 elementary
system. What do we do in these situations?

Angela, you have stated to me several times that you feel the
Middle School market has been tapped out, well maybe not if we have a
new product and approach. That is what we want to offer. Take some
time and think about listening to us before you discard this idea. It
could benefit us all.

;j' Ella Holmes—Petrie
"Pirector

Enclosure

cc: Tammy Counts
Gywnn Hayes




DISSOLUTION AGREEMENT concerns:

Paragraph 1 —-- the booklet does not address minority history
only black history. Therefore, that statment should be deleted or
an amendment stating the correction.

Paragraph 3 —— Since neither one of us have the right to use KBHERG
we feel the recording stating that your company is "formerly known as!
should stop immediately. It is unfair to our company.

Paragraph 4 —— Since KBHERG funds paid for everything (excluding
the computer) in your office we find it only fair that some of that ma-
terial be divided with our office, ie files, directories, forms etc.
Only artwork was addressed.

Paragraph 5 —— Revenues from work in progress. What does that
mean. It is also stated that my book was in progress. This needs to
be clarified. It's a grey area. Programs should be addressed as the
Buffalo Soldier presentation that is in use and its format used during
'90/'91 school year only.

We wish to use part of the Buffalo Soldier in our elementary pre-
sentation and parts of the uniform in our history Erunk. %

We should make sure that it is cleared up about Black History and
Minority History presentations are not solely Angela's.

Paragraph 6 —— Omit. Maybe it should just include a notification
claus if entire business is sold-out-right. That would leave us room
to negotiate copyrights and publishing rights etc.

*We are not using any of your presentation materials. Information
about the Buffalo soldier will be included in the same format pre-
sentation we used for the Nicodemus presentation. Of course we

will not develope any kind of one-man show presentation like the

one you have developed. That would be unfair to your company. 1

do agree 1007 that,that is your "baby . We do wish you all the luck
in the world with that project.







C OME - C Kansrs
801 N. 4th
Hidkd Gt yS - KS 67642

Angela Bates

Nicodemus Group
PL AT BOX . 40

Bogue, KS 67625
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LEMUEL SHEPPARD
305 W.LINDBURG
PITTSBURG, KANSAS 66762

Dear Presenter,
I am in the process otf booklng dates for my spring and summer
outdoor and festival season. As of this date I have dates

scheduled in April, June, July, September, and October. June anad
July seem to be busy months across the region. My plans are to
tour in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and kansas.

If you would like me to performed for you, please give me a
call. I have a press kit, cassette tape, and a video tape
avallable upon your request. Thank you for your consideration.
I will look forward toewhearing from you. 1in the furure.




Alligator Records

“It Is good to see someone
at his young age play!
this musi

Lemuel Sheppard combines
original music as well as music
from the 1/th century through the
pre-war era to paint a picture of
the folk music of the American
Negro. Accompanying himself on
guitar or banjo, Mr. Sheppard
entertains with songs, folklore
and vernacular peculiar to this
music. Whether it be a folk hollar
or uptempo urban blues, each
melody is interpreted with clarity
and authenticity.

A AN

Joplin Globe

“As Lemuel sings and strums
his guitar, you can almost hear
the humming and moaning

of long ago.”

For Booking Contact
Lemuel Sheppard
305 W. Lindburg

Pittsburg KS 66762
(316) 231-2379

Manhattan Arts Council
“Lemuel is a genuine professional
—qgood for the music business,
good for music education, and
good for the preservation of the
folk and blues traditions.”

Wyandotte County Historical
Society and Museum
“Mr. Sheppard works well with
all types of audiences.”

Lemuel has performed with Dr.
Eva Jessey in her world famous
choir. He has also opened for
Ta] Mahal, the John Watkins
blues band, and Sparky Rucker.
Lemuel holds college degrees in
music education, music perfor-
mance, theory and composition.
It your needs are for a small
iIntimate concert, large outdoor
festival, or school program,
Lemuel is sure to satisty!

S8
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STEPHEN P. KATZ
4515 Walnut Apt 210B
Kansas City, Missouri 64111
(816) 426-1001

Angela:

A little more publiicity Thnis mornina in (ne n.G., Star.

T visited the Publilc Liorary tToday. The Promised Land 1s nOT
availabie to ne checkcd ourt. T copleda several payes. ried e
send me a cCOPV AS SOON as possibie. 1'd be nappy To dertray any
COSTS .

Spoke today to Polly Bales. 53>nhe likes vVou a ot sl plan ™o
stop in Logan on the Trip TO Nicoaemus—SToc<10T.

Hope to hear from yvou very sSoon especially about tThe DOOK,

T-shirts, and your neixt visii 7o K.U

BestT, regards,




E-6 The Kansas City Star Tuesday, July 2, 1991

Old tractors are, well, so mechanical. The

heading down the

Santa Fe Trail. Early students could see the wagons

River. Then go to a party and dance starting at 9

If the old tractors attract you, plow your way to this show

machines that were among the first to relieve the
burdens of humans and horses still draw crowds of
appreciative admirers. Run them in a field. Or park
- them beside the rows. Even people who didn’t grow
up on farms stop to see.

No matter where you live, you'll enjoy displays
and demonstrations of old tractors this month at the
National Agricultural Center and Hall of Fame, a
mile northeast of Interstate 70 and Kansas 7 in
Bonner Springs. Watch the grand old machines to
your heart’s contentment from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. July
13 and from 11 a.m. to 5§ p.m. July 14.

Take a look at “Old 79,” one of the first John
Deere tractors, the ag center people say. The one
visiting this show is a three-wheel drive model from
1918. It has been restored. The best time to examine
this machine is at noon July 13. We’re told that this
tractor will be put to work pulling a plow. It’s rare for
such an old tractor to be worked. “Old 79 also will
be on display from 10a.m. to 2 p.m. July 15.

Think, too, about watching a demonstration of old
fashioned wheat threshing, using a 1938 Avery
separator to be powered either by a Case steam
engine or a 1936 restored J.I. Case tractor. Watch the
threshing at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. July 13 and 14. Take
a look, too, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. July 13 at an

antique and classic tractor pull sponsored by the Two
Cylinder Club.

Smooth times with Rawhide

And you thought all that ever happens at the
Missouri State Fairgrounds is the Missouri State
Fair. Your mind is about to be changed. How about

fiddlers will

road to Sedalia,
Mo., for the Se-
dalia Rawhide
~ Festival, also being
. called Missouri’s
- Country Western
Festival and Na-
tive American Cul-

ABOUT TOWN ture Appreciation’
G. FRED WICKMAN Days! _
R Visit the fair-

grounds from 5 p.m. July 12 to 1 a.m. July 13; from
10a.m. July 13to 1 a.m. July 14; and from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. July 14.

A cattle drive 1s planned. Indian art, dance, song
and culture seminars are offered. And old-time
tune for a contest. Art, crafts,
re-enactments, a worship service and horseshoe
pitching also are on the schedule.

See a rendezvous of mountain men and
buckskinners. Their camps are open to the public
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. July 13 and from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. July 14. The rendezvous has demonstrations of
pioneering crafts, black powder shooting, primitive
traders and food vendors.

Question about any of the events? Call the Sedalia
Arts Council, (816) 827-3103.

School of the true meaning

Lanesfield School in southern Johnson County
truly has been a place of education. It was built in
1869 at what now is 18745 S. Dillie Road, near U.S.
56. The school was within about 100 yards of the
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roll by. |

Children went to classes in that building from
1869 to 1963. And within the last few years
Lanesfield School has been given an extensive
restoration. It became part of the Johnson County
Museum System. And it has served as a living history
museum. The school was put back as it was at the
start of this century. Visitors have been treated to
spelling and geography bees, arithmetic contests and
have practiced writing skills by using copy books.

Now the school is closed. But that’s not sad. The
reason for the closing is temporary. An interpretive
center 1s being added. The 1,500 square feet in the
interpretive center will allow space for an exhibit
showing one-room schools as educational and
community institutions. So, when the Lanesfield
School reopens in October, you will have more to see

and do. If you can’t wait until then, ask about the
project at 631-6709.

A reunion for townspeople

People who have lived in Nicodemus, Kan.. are
planning a reunion for July 26-28. Angela Bates has
details. Call her at (913) 674-3311. A Kansas Citian,
Stephen P. Katz, has organized a bicycle tour July
26-27 of Nicodemus and nearby towns. For
information on the tour, to cover about 62 miles, ask
Katz at 426-1Q01.

Jther reunions:

B Westport High School class of 1971 has its
reunion Sept. 21-22. Board the Missouri River
Queen at 5 p.m. Sept. 21 for a dinner and cash bar:
the cruise is from 6 to 8:30 p.m. on the Missouri

p.m. Sept. 21 at Cancun’s Mexican Restaurant, 908
Southwest Blvd. A picnic is from 3 to 9 p.m. Sept. 22
in Antioch Park. Reserve for all events by Aug. 20.
Call Mary Jane Tinoco Ramirez, 631-1747; John
Rios, 444-9942; or Yolanda Garza Hernandez,
459-9363. '

B Central High School class of 1951 has reunion .
activities Aug. 30 through Sept. 1. Events of Aug. 30
are still being planned. A dinner will be held Aug. 31
at Crackerneck Country Club. And a picnic will
occur Sept. 1 at Shelter No. 6, Lake Jacomo. Call
Tom Board, 795-8694, so you can get on the list for
these and other events to be announced later by
reunion organizers.

On the town. ."

Support and education organization, the Epilepsy
Group of Kansas, has meetings on Wednesdays at
the First Baptist Church of Overland Park. Next
time to gather 1s at 6 p.m. Wednesday at 8200 W.
96th St. Monthly newsletter also available for the
asking. Call Stephen Lipe, 780-5204. Or, write to
Epilepsy Group of Kansas, 14120 Summertree Lane,
Olathe, Kan. 66062. . . . “Birdies Golf Tournament”’
raises money for the Association for Retarded
Citizens of Johnson County and related agency,
ARCare. Be on hand at 10 a.m. July 22, Oak Country
Club, De Soto. Play in teams. It’s three-man
scramble format. Lunch at the club. Refreshments on
the course. Dinner at Birdies Pub & Grill, 8889 W.
75th St., Overland Park. Door prizes offered. Birdies
sponsors the tournament. Call 648-2317 ~or
7122-6465. -




Nicodemus, Kan.,

struggles to Remam .
1 Cstadel of Hope

n All-Black Town, Ex-Slaves

Found a Home, ldentity
And Some Peace of Mind

By DENNIS FARNEY
ff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
NICODEMUS, Kan.—Every man was
own Moses here, searching for a per-
al promised land.
Nicodemus was settled by ex-slaves, af-
fleeing the nightriders and the repres-

1 of the post-reconstruction South for
litionist Kansas. It was the autumn of
7. They had abandoned Kentucky'’s blue-
ss country for the raw emptiness of the
nsas prairie; they burrowed into the
und like animals and burned dried ma-
e to keep alive. They would survive to
|d an improbable town in an improbable
iing: all-black Nicodemus, all alone in
blackness on the high plains of western
nsas.

mains of the Day

But can capitalizing upon a unique past
ure what now seems a precarious fu-

e? On that question rests the survival of

odemus, the most visible remnant of & |

narkable chapter of black history.
Nicodemus, billed by its 19th-century
ymoters as ‘‘The Largest Coiored Coi-
/ in America,’”’ is fighting for its life.
@ town and its surrounding farms total
more than 50 people. Its stores are gone
1 its school long closed. Its vacant lots
* cluttered with old trucks and farm ma-
nery. Its scattered houses could be en-
npassed in a few small blocks. Its only
apans are history itself—and a powerful
ise of community that keeps tugging ex-
‘riates home.

Sixty-two-year-old Charlesetta Bates
; come home from Southern California,
ere she kept house for the rich and fa-

~ - Omaha :lDwA:
NEBRASKA -

Kansas City | itsym

Topeka®
KANSAS

DKLAHOMA
 @0Oxiahoma City

ous and once served John Wayne her
ople ple. Her sister Ernestine Van Duvall,
), also has come back from California;
e made lemon pie for Walt Disney. Veryl
~vitzer, a running back for the 1950s
reen Bay Packers, still journeys from his
iministrative job at Kansas State Univer-
ty to his farm land just outside town.
Next month’'s annual homecoming, a
'lebration not so much of a town but of an
(tended family, will draw back hundreds
om as far away as both coasts. A public
Jevision documentary is in the works.
leanwhile Angela Bates, herself home to
2arby Hill City from stints in Washington,
.C., and Denver, is dreaming even bigger
reams, _ ~

——— —— I

STEPIHHEN P. KAl Z
4515 Walnut Apt 210B

Kansas City, Missouri 64111

(816) 426-1001

Ms. Bates, 38, is pressing the Kansas
congressional delegation to have the town
declared a national historic site. “‘People
say there’'s nothing here,” she says as
meadowlarks sing and the golden light of
late afternoon floods down on Mount Olive
cemetery. “But I feel so blessed that I

have Nicodemus. I have a place. I have
roots. I feel I've been selected to be from

this place.”
There is something here that's rare in a
nation of interchangeable suburbs. It i1s a
Please Turn to Page A5, Column [

Continued From First Page

sense of identity and of the continuity of
history. Buried on Mount Olive’s little hill-
top is Angela Bates’s great-great-grand-
mother, America Bates. The name is ap-
propriate, for what has unfolded here is a
uniquely American story—and, argues
Princeton historian Nell Irvin Painter, an
overlooked one."

The Western frontier had black home-
steaders, black soldiers and black cow-
boys, Ms. Painter notes. Yet the history of
the West is typically depicted as a ““hyper-
Anglo" experience. ‘‘The myth is that the
cities were full of all these swarthy people
with curly hair,”’ she says, '‘while the West
was the antithesis of all that. Actually,
blacks played their part in Western his-
tory. Nicodemus is an expression of black
frontier hopes.”

Hope was in dwindling supply for South-
ern blacks in the white backlash that fol-
lowed the end of reconstruction in 1876. But
an escape route was opening as America
moved west with the railroads. By 1877
the frontier was here in western Kansas.

That year seven speculators—six blacks |

and a white—incorporated this town. They
named it Nicodemus for a legendary slave
who managed to buy his freedom, and they
fired off handbills grandly addressed to
““the Colored Citizens of the United

States.”’
And they came, first from Kentucky,

later from Tennessee and Mississippil. By

1878, Nicodemus's population had soared to |

nearly 700, including some whites. Nothing
in their experience had prepared the for-
mer slaves for the blazing heat, bitter cold
and wind-swept grass.

Willianna Hickman, a settler of 1878,
wrote of navigating across the open plains
by compass. Finally, she heard the joyful
shout: ““There is Nicodemus!'' Her account
continues: ‘I looked with all the eyes I
had. ‘Where is Nicodemus? I don’t see it.’
My husband pointed out various smokes
coming out of the ground. . . . The families
lived in dugouts. ... I began to cry.”

The first waves of settlers—who were
fairly well-organized and had at least some
financial reserves—helped plant an idea
which quickly spread far beyond this little
town.

An enterprising former slave who had
no part in the initial settlements, Benjamin
“Pap’’ Singleton, began drumming up mi-
grations to Kansas so huge that the mi-
grants came to be called the Exodusters.
The Exoduster movement reached fever
pitch in 1879, when 15,000 blacks poured
Into Kansas during a single four-month pe-
riod. Frederick Douglass, the national
black leader, deplored blacks' abandoning
the South ““as Lot did Sodom.” Congress
held worried hearings. The Kansas gover-
nor feared his young state was about to be
overwhelmed by the destitute. Ultimately,
the fears proved exaggerated: The move-
ment faded away after 1880.

A few Exodusters settled here, although
most gravitated toward Kansas' bigger cit-
les. But even as the Exoduster movement
was peaking, Nicodemus was on the verge
of decline. Bypassed by the rallroads in

1888, It began its century-long downward
spiral.

rJ |
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Historic-site designation would bolster

tourism by making at least portions of the
town a unit of the National Park Service,

most likely bringing in an interpretive cen-

. ter and federal restoration money. It would
 also serve to celebrate sheer endurance
' and, some argue, a matter-of-fact confi-
. dence that contrasts with the shrunken ho-
" rizons and shriveled hopes of the inner cit-
- {es. ‘““Here,” declares Ernestine Van Du-

vall, “we don’'t worry about what we can't
do. We just do.” i
“I've been through it all, honey,” says

Ora Switzer, an indomitable 88-year-old
widow who volunteers that she is being
courted again. The mother of NFL football
player Veryl Switzer, she can recall work-
ing the fields by mule. She can also recall
what her parents would say when she
would complain of an aching back. “‘They
told me I didn’t have any business knawlngj
i = .

I had a back.” |

Residents tend to discount racial dis-
crimination as a major problem in their
lives. True, along Highway 24 there is an
abandoned stone-lined cellar where, legend
has It, early Nicodemus residents would
spend the night after a shopping trip to the
neighboring town of Stockton: Blacks
didn’t feel welcome in Stockton after sun-
down in those days. On the other hand,

. black children have long joined with white
- in school at the nearby town of Bogue, and

today Nicodemus residents mingle easily

with whites in area towns.
Hard times, not hard attitudes, have al-

/

e

————

ways been the biggest problem hereabouts.
“No one could afford to be prejudiced,"”
says b4-year-old J.R. Bates, Angela’s fa-
ther. Sitting in their living room, he and
his wife, Charlesetta, talk of growing up

| in a time when houses were still heated

with dried chips of manure, and when ren-
dered skunk grease, rubbed on the chest,
was a treatment for colds. They talk of the
iron realities—few jobs and low wages—
that drove them to California. And of how,

when they came back to retire, the sam
realities remained. |

) They have no desire to trace their réots
In the South. They are content to be here.

As they reminisce, a phonograph record
p!ays In the background: It is the Williams
Sisters, including Charlesetta Bates and
Ernestine Van Duvall, singing gospel mu-

sic. “We've come a long way, Lord." they

sing. ““We’'ve come a long way."
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The Kansas Sampler Festival oflcrs the 841 places
and events listed 1in the Penner’s books, Kansas
Weekend Guide and Kansas Event Guide oppor-
tunitics for promotion. Other places eligible upon

approval.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR THE PUBLIC?
(Expected crowd - 5-10,000)
— Fun for the whole family

— Discover all there is to see and do in our state.
— Meet bed-and-breakfast owners.

— Win door prizes

— Sample food from across the state.

($1 admission button)

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?
— Thousands will be making decisions about
where to visit in Kansas.

— Increase your business with the many promo-
tional opportunities

— Network and share 1deas.
— Free noon meal.

— First 100 to register will receive free copy of
Kansas Event Guide.

— Let Kansas politicians become familiar with
your interests.

HOW CAN I PROMOTE MY EVENT OR PLACE?

The Sampler Parade
Booths

Stage Demonstrations
Displays

THE SAMPLER PARADE

(tentatively 10 a.m. in Inman)
— A living brochure of Kansas events and places.

— Best way to visually attract people.

— Just walk carrying a sign,

— Or, display with a prop.

— Another part of the parade will be the Evolution
of Agriculture

— Live radio coverage.

EXAMPLES: Go-carts, BMX riders, mountain
men, reenactors, covered wagons, pancake racers,
custom cars, bluegrass musicians, etc.

SAMPLER BOOTHS
(Tentatively 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Penner farm)
_ Set up a booth in the country. Pond, flowers, 70
varicties of trees, and two acre prairie.
_ Make your booth simple or sophisticated.

— Sell items if you wish but main purpose is to get
pcople to travel Kansas.

— Encourage questions.

— Hand-out brochures.

— Space (inside tent, 8'x6’) (outside, unlimited).

— Bring tables, chairs, and electrical cords if
needed.

(Penner farm 1s 3 miles south and 1-3/4 east of
Inman)

SAMPLER STAGE DEMONSTRATIONS
(Tentatively 1 to S p.m., Penner farm)

— Whet the public’s appetite with a short
demonstration of your event.

— A chance for another visual display.

EXAMPLES: Fiddling and picking, pioneer

crafts, sheep-shearing, reenactments, bagpipes,
pancake race, auctions, sky-diving, etc.

SAMPLER DISPLAYS

(Penner farm, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.)

— Set up teepees, rendezvous, antique tractors,
elC.

THE STUMP
(Penner farm)

— Alldaylong, people will be allowed to get on the
stump for five minutes at a time, to pontificate
about their concern or cause. Tell the public
what a great event or place you have and why

they will want to visit! Plead for funds or help.
Your stump for five minutes.

DOOR PRIZES

(Penner farm)
— Great promotion. Public loves this.

— Everyone asked to donate something, if pos-
sible.

EXAMPLES: Museum or event passes, lodging,
meal, crafts, etc.

BUHLER CHAMBER CUP
OF OUTRAGEOUS RACES

(Buhler, afternoon)
— Bed, outhouse, turtle, and blind folded wheel-

barrow racers, seced-spitters, ctc., this 1s your
chance to compete with others from across the
state for the roving Chamber Cup.

— No charge to enter.

— Competitors can advertise their local event with
a sign.

— Ask for more information on this great event.

THE RUN FOR UNITY
(Tentatively 8 a.m.)

— Our goal is to get a runner from at least 150
towns to carry a pennant with the town name
and run as a group two miles to the farm.

— This 1s not a race.
— Ceremony before runners take-oft.

— Purpose 1s to symbolize unity between towns
across the state and to expose names of small
towns.

— Great experience for those who participate.

— Grand entrance at farm to kick-off activities.

- Participants receive complimentary Run for
Unity t-shirt.

— Runners must supply town pennant.

— Participate in parade after the run.

SAMPLER SING-ALONG

(evening, Penner farm)

— An opportunity to showcase samples of musical
talent across the state.

— Does your town have music groups - high
school, independent, or professional - who want
to promote their talents or who just want to
come and have fun?

- Sit on straw bales, eat peanuts, holler out song
numbers, listen to special groups, or be one of
the featured groups!

- Microphones and speakers supplied.
- Keyboard player available.
— You will be honored guests!

Without a doubt, this will be one of the best promotions in the state for events and places to see. It will grow each year. Please bear with

us as wWe experience some growing pains.

Our book Kansas Event Guide will make its debut on October 5th. Most of you are listed in either the Kansas Weekend Guide or the

Consider all of the above opportunities available to you. The parade is one event that everyone can become involved. We need your help
Kansas Event Guide.

in finding runners and food booth operators!

Booth Space Cost - Donation of 0 - $25.

DEADLINE DATE TO REGISTER IS JULY 13.

REGISTRATION BLANK

Company Name

Your Name

Phone Number

over (continued on other side)




SAMPLER FOOD (Pcnncr farm)
_ A chance to promote cuisine offered across the

state.

— ——

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

_ We're looking for people interested 1n having
food booths. Ethnic food booths will have first
chance.

PAID

~ PERMIT NO. 62
McPHERSON, KS 67460

CAR SHOWS AND THRESHING BEES (afternoon)
_ Inman will be hosting a car show. A threshing
bee will be held at the farm. We invite car shows

and threshing bees across the state to set up
booths at the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>