Going tome te
Plicedemus

By Daniel Chu and Bill Shaw

Spotlighting an overlooked chapter in

American history, Going Home to

Nicodemus tells the true story of an all-

black town founded in Kansas more

than a century ago by former slaves. In

the aftermath of the Civil War, many

freed slaves found themselves without homes or a way to make a living. One group of
hearty souls, hearing of free land in Kansas, set out from Kentucky for the unknown. Their
stuggles to found a town in the barren plains of the American West is a gripping narrative
of determination, perseverance—and success. For today, Nicodemus, Kansas is the oldest
all-black town west of the Mississippi, and each year the ties that bind the townspeople
are renewed and the bravery of the first settlers remembered. Interspersed with quotes
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from past and present residents, this is the moving story of people who refused to give up!

Daniel Chu is a former writer for People magazine. He also writes nonfiction for young readers. Among his
books are A Glorious Age in Africa, Passage to the Golden Gate, and China. He lives in New York City.
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Bill Shaw is a former writer for People magazine and is currently a free lance journalist. He resides In
Westfield, Indiana.

Make Checks Payable to: The Nicodemus Historical Society, R.R. #2, Box 139, Bogue, Kansas 67625
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