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A Brief History of the Game
—I_he Neg I"O I_eagues In 1845, Alexander J(:_)y Cartwright, Doc Adams gnd others were early members of a
group of young professionals who made up the Knickerbocker Base Ball Club. The
_ : - Knickerbockers began the process of formalizing the rules (e.g. bases set at 30 paces
Fro;n tl}e 118?)05 t;) 1119t52{:??;13;;?;1?;5;1?0?; ?llll:iljﬁi(e’ dpg(;if::li@?}-llﬂaeﬂst if;:; or 90 feet apart, establishing foul territory, etc.) if the late 18(40gs and early 18505
essional baseball te : s | e ,
E;;)ck baseball at its top 1cvelIS) erjlgoyed the benefits of organized league structures, E::iblls{llng Clear f;_?ltll iimto? W?S imajor l_mfmvfrge_m;s 2 allowsBspt:Etato_r(si tto
laved in loosely organized circuits or as independents. In the common ERL PGB0 SHUBEA W V10 aLii, MO DRSSP LOR o L SR DT e
moTt teamlsl Pty L ag"‘Ngegro League” teams, Over 2,600 African-American late-1850s, more than a dozen teams had formed in New York City and Brooklyn to
arlance all are referre : : : oy
I'.;nd Hispanic men and women played in eight organized leagues on more than 200 play;hc gagleBOflt;asg EE“' In 155 S, E:c Natlolnal_ ASSECIatl?(ntogBaic-Bal¥Playc£§
teams from 1920 through 1955. (Negro Leagues Baseball Museum website; Negro ‘(’)";‘i‘; rii?:s i é’ Philaéelelﬁiﬁn%aﬁfi gnaymg e R e
League Baseball website; Black Baseball website). For yge ¢ QME SEE W The RaieherbotkeH imedaled st tlobafics 1 gentiombarsns iobhath
| | baseball or the Negro leagues, we | AlL STAR BASKBALL DREAM GAME e ' "HICRURECIICIT > CHIUE VI Sl
more on the hlsmr?' G e . L AR e ke ok e organized in cricket. The Knickerbockers seemingly had more team rules and
SF‘:lgrgt:itrﬂEef:g;W:ng i ng;;';*:?manﬁag;; A tars regulations about gentlemanly behavior than the game itself. But the popularity of
BT RN Hemﬂaw;rfggguganmars the game, and the prospect of charging admission (first done in 1858) lured some
Leagues Basﬂballbfl*’luselmj ’zﬂbSitiﬁt i R 'ﬁmua::iﬂf;i::urm working-class clubs into the game like the powerful Brooklyn Atlantics whose main
http://www.nblm.com/s/team.htm | ,_ S H” m.m" o A ; interest was to win.
Neg;?t F/E/aﬁiiviﬁ;zaggﬂﬁizm tﬁ:f;:rttxfln Ve ,,,, m“::’:“:.?:iﬂz%?{fm After a brief lull during the Civil War, interest in the game of base ball was
Negro I;;eague Baseball website, "":'":_E%,: :h" rekindled in the post-war years. As the popularity grew, still more professionalism
http://www.negroleaguebaseball.com/history 10 1.html e b o R T crept into the game. Eventually, Harry Wright’s Cincinnati Red Stockings fielded the
Blalfk Bffseballb;wcllzzit:éba“ e ; " ‘- ; first, openly all-professional team in 1869. In 1876, the National League was
hﬁl;.://\\:\::.n:;o—?eague:colu1nbus.0h.u5/ AR PN ' EStabliShed& and the rest 1s history.
The All-Time All Stars of Black Baseball, James A: Riley, 1983 - Whatis Vintage Base Ball?
Hill C“J’PA ‘ﬁ"e”‘fg 936‘”61’“”" & Wscade o Chwmpiony, 193002, meegrlﬁ?;?:atkc?ﬁe I;:l:gg Vintage Base Ball (yes, it was two words originally) is played by the rules and
TheS t}grgroarﬁz;;ba!l ieagues, David K. Fremon, 1994 National League in a Negro customs of any earlier period. Ballists wear old-style uniforms, either the early long
“Negro Leagues Baseball,” Footsteps: African American World Series game. trouser and shield shirt, or a later style lace shirt and knickers, and recreate the game
History, March/April 2000. ; | based on rules and research of the various periods of the mid-to-late nineteenth
When the Game was Black and White, Bruce Chadwick, 1952. g Rt Atl‘?s iF A century. Some groups consider vintage base ball to be a new sport, but at its core,
I Sy e Waero Leicue Biseball, Wi Brashler, 1999, Ameman Hlsmry el vintage base ball is a reflection of how baseball existed at an earlier time.
NegroLeague'reamsand'l'h&irI.ucations o Most vintage base ball clubs in the VBBA play the game of base ball as it was
PSR e e SR 1 R G R i R played in the late 1850s, 1860s and 1880s. Many clubs in the Midwest have adopted
f"ﬂ*ﬁ‘““;‘;ﬁﬂﬁ umwsﬁﬂ_i" Hernats, Ted Sox. el e e the rules recorded in the first Beadle’s Dime Base Ball Player, published in 1860,
SO s S R T 'l,,m,;l,,;,-.,;g,_ on madNewme NI Biack Yankees, Cuba which recounted the third meeting of the National Association of Base Ball Players.
e (e e R el e ey Mbrislung PA T Brooklyn, NY Eagles The mid-nineteenth century game was considerably different than today’s game.
LA D el ”*'&Eu:{.é;ggmm,imm‘*ﬁm::::»;:gﬂﬂm A SEars Most ballists played with bare hands until the mid-1880s, but starting in the late
i“a"éi“i‘lﬂfith’f s 5 “’"" “'“" Shers 186QS a few _catchers V{lth raw hands needed to wear thin buckskin gloves to keep on
5‘4’;1’:‘:5:1‘”'“ ﬂtu.;m. n T ~ playing. Until 1865, fair or foul ba!ls;‘caught onﬂone _bound were outs, but the best
H“mm W ‘*“‘&“éﬁ’ W.,,EI:"E‘E:::.- :-‘ s SR players always attemPted to catch 1t “on the fly”” which eventually made the rule
fEar Olanitk, SEMER, L S YA unnecessary. More vintage base ball clubs play the late 1860s style “fly game.”
' Nt it A _ Balls are considered fair by where the ball first touches the ground. That is, a ball hit
e St ST Sl B L e in front of home plate that then spins into foul territory is still a fair ball. Talented
S Mm 2, -rin&‘:- i EY R e strikers take advantage of this rule and use the bat to swat at the ball, creating what
A pny e T e B e R T Ok AT 1s known as a “fair-foul” ball, which first lands fair and spins foul, forcing either the
Lo A 5 first or third baseman off the base. This technique was :abused, fm_‘cing the fair ball
emtoghim; AL L mk Craciers rule to be changed for 1877. There are numerous other differences in all-amateur
TN | games prior to 1869, but modern spectators will still recognize our game as base ball.
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From: Atlas of African American History, James Ciment, 2001.
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