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WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT
TO DETECT CANCER
IN ITS EARLIEST STAGES?

¥

The answer lies in the patterns of growth that are followed by
disease, or rather, these diseases. For cancer is not a single disease
but a whole family of them. Cancers can occur anywhere in the
human body; they are as different from each other as the body
tissues where they appear.

The tissues that make up our bodies are composed of tiny com-
plex units called “cells.” Each cell, though it may weigh no more
than 1/50,000 of an ounce, is composed of the essential substances
of life itself. Growth is the orderly process of normal cell repro-
duction: one cell divides into two, these two become four, the four
eight, and so on. A newborn baby s body consists of over 200
billion cells. As we grow up, the cells continue to multiply by the
same orderly process, which comes to an end when we become
adults. For the rest of our lives, new.cells form only to replace worn-
out cells, heal injuries, and keep the body in good repair. Other-
wise, they stop multiplying.

Cancer cells, however, multiply in an uncontrolled, disorderly
way, producing useless tissue and destroying the normal cells around
them. The still-unsolved mysteries of cell chemistry may hold the
key to the reason for this abnormal growth. The part played by an
important cell chemical called “DNA” is already under intensive
investigation. Recent laboratory research with DNA may lead to




