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All Colored People
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On September 5th, 1877,
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Whereas, We, the colored peuple of Lexington, Ky, knowing that there is an
abundance of choice laads now belonging to the Government, have assembled vurselves

together for the porpouse of lucating on sawd lands. Therefore,

Be 17 ResoLvep, That we dv now urganize ourseives into a Colony. as lollows:—
Any person wishing ro become a2 member of this Colony can du so by paying the sum of
one dollar ($1.00), 3nd this money is to be paid by the first of September, 1877, in nstal-
ments of tweniy-five cents af a (ime, or otherwise 33 may be desinyd.

Resocven, ‘I hat this Colony has agreed to comsolidate itsell with the Nicodemus
Towns, Solomoun Valley, Graham County, Kansas, aod can only do so by emtering the va-
cant lands now in their midst, which costs $5.00.

Resorven, That this Colony shall comsist of seven officers—President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Trustees. President—M, M. Bell; Vice-President
- 3aar Tllm; Secretary—W. |. Niles; ‘Treasurer——Danicl Clarke; Truﬂ:m—]m}-
Lee, William Jones, and Abner Webster '

Rezsocven, That this Coloay shall have from one to two hundred militia, more of
lees, 25 the case may require, (o keep peace and order, ned any member failing to pay in
hizs dues, a3 2foresaid, or fuiling to compiy with the abave rules in any partcular, will sot '

pe recognized or protected by the Calony.
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Through slides, video and stories of early settlers and
residents, and with the dynamic presentation by Angela
Bates, the story of the migration of the African
American from their former homes in the South to the
promise lands of Kansas will be told.

Angela has researched the migration of the
African American from their former homes in
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi to their
new home in the promise lands of Kansas.
When these African Americans who were former
slaves reached the promise lands of Kansas,
many settled in what has become the only
remaining all African American town west of
the Mississippi River - Nicodemus, Kansas.

A group of Black Kentuckians were the first to
settled in the town in 1877. Leaving the
oppression of their former bluegrass homes they
sought the frontier and the free lands of Kansas
to create a place they could call their own.

Angela will intrigue you with her most recent
research findings and tell how she has
established the Kansas-Kentucky Connection
with descendants of settlers who returned to
their former Kentucky homes and of descendants
of relatives who remained in Kentucky rather
than venture out to the western frontier.

Through this connection descendants of former
slave owners and slaves are finally reconnected.
Photographs from the plantation of former
Vice-President, Col. Richard M. Johnson (Martin
VanBuren administration) and his family, and
their former slaves who migrated to Nicodemus
will be shown and their stories told.

With historic photographs and the use of slides
and video, Angela begins to unveil this unique
and almost forgotten story in American history.
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Angela 1s currently spearheading a project that
will change the face of the National Park
system in the western region - The Nicodemus
Historic Site Project.

Designated as a National Historic Landmark
in 1976, Nicodemus is currently being considered
for National Historic ‘Site’ designation. The
Nicodemus Bill will be introduced to Congress
in the Spring 1993. If passed, Nicodemus will
recetve federal funds allocated through the
National Parks system to restore and preserve
this unique pioneer town.

Americans, international tourists, an African
Americans in particular, will have the first
opportunity to wvisit this living example of the
only remaining all African American pioneer
town established during the 1800%.

For more information about Nicodemus, tours,
exhibits, videos, and materials, contact:

The Nicodemus Historical Society
R.R. #2, Box 139

Nicodemus, Kansas 67625
(913) 674-3311
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Whareas, We, the colored peuple of Lexington, Ky, knowing that there is an
abundance of choivx lands now belonging to the Government, have assembled vurselves

together for the parpuse ol lucating on said lands. ‘Therefore,

Bz 17 ResoLvep, That we dv now urganize ourselves into a Colony, as lollowy:—
Any person wishing ro become 2 member of this Colony can du so by paying the sum of
ene dollar ($1.00), and this money is to be paid by the first of September, 1877, in wnstal-
pients of twenty-five cents at a time, or otherwise a3 may be desiryd.

Resocven. ‘) hat this Colony has agreed to comsolidate itsell with the Nicodemus
Towns, Solomun anlr}'. Graham County, Kansas, aod can only do so by entering the va-
cant lands now in their midst, which costs $5.00,

Resovvan, That this Colony shall corsist of seven officers—President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Trustees. President~—M, M. Bell; Vice-President
~issac Talbott; Secretary—W. |, Niles; Treasurer—Daniel Clarke; Trustees—Jerry
Lee, William Jones, and Abner Webster

Resocven, Thst this Colony shall have from one to twa hundred militia, more or
lees, 25 the case muy require, 1o keep peace and order, nod any member failing to pay in
his dues, as 2foresaid, or failing 1o comply with the abave rules in any particular, will mot '

pa recognized or protected by the Calony.
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Through slides, video and stories of early settlers and
residents, and with the dynamic presentation by Angela
Bates, the story of the migration of the African
American from their former homes in the South to the
promise lands of Kansas will be told.
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Angela has researched the migration of the
African American from their former homes in
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi to their
new home in the promise lands of Kansas.
When these African Americans who were former
slaves reached the promise lands of Kansas,
many settled in what has become the only
remaining all African American town west of
the Mississippi River - Nicodemus, Kansas.

A group of Black Kentuckians were the first to
settled in the town in 1877. Leaving the
oppression of their former bluegrass homes they
sought the frontier and the free lands of Kansas
to create a place they could call their own.

Angela will intrigue you with her most recent

‘research findings and tell how she has
~established the Kansas-Kentucky Connection
~with descendants of settlers who returned to

their former Kentucky homes and of descendants
of relatives who remained in Kentucky rather
than venture out to the western frontier.

Through this connection descendants of former
slave owners and slaves are finally reconnected.
Photographs from the plantation of former
Vice-President, Col. Richard M. Johnson (Martin
VanBuren administration) and his family, and
their former slaves who migrated to Nicodemus
will be shown and their stories told.

With historic photographs and the use of slides
and video, Angela begins to unveil this unique
and almost forgotten story in American history.
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Angela 1s currently spearheading a project that
will change the face of the National Park

system 1n the western region - The Nicodemus
Historic Site Project.

Designated as a National Historic Landmark
in 1976, Nicodemus is currently being considered
for National Historic ’Site’ designation. The
Nicodemus Bill will be introduced to Congress
t the Spring 1993. If passed, Nicodemus will
receive federal funds allocated through the
National Parks system to restore and preserve
this unique pioneer town.

Americans, international tourists, an African
Americans in particular, will have the first
opportunity to wisit this living example of the
only remamming all African American pioneer
town established during the 1800%.

For more information about Nicodemus, tours,
exhibits, videos, and materials, contact:

The Nicodemus Historical Society

R.R. #2, Box 139

Nicodemus, Kansas 67625
(913) 674-3311




