Iodine

Soap and water.—If the material is washable, soap and water will often
remove a fresh stain. - Or moisten with water and place either in the sun, over

1 warm radiator, or hold in the steam from a boiling teakettle.

Denatured alcohol.—On materials that water would injure, sponge with
alcohol. On acetate rayon and colored materials be sure to dilute the alcohol—

1 cup denatured alcohol to 2 cups water.

Sodium thiosulfate (“hypo’’).—Sponge the stain or dip in a solution of 1
tablespoon of the “hypo™ to 1 pint of water. Rinse well in water.

Iron Rust

Use any of the methods given below to remove iron-rust stains from white
materials. Test remover on sample of cloth before using on colored materials.

Lemon juice.—Spread the stain over a pan of boiling water and then squeez®
lemon juice on it. After a few minutes rinse; then repeat the process. This
method is rather slow, but does not harm delicate white cottons or linens.

Another method is to sprinkle the stain with salt, squeeze lemon juice on it,
and spread in the sun to dry. Add more lemon juice if the stain still shows.
Rinse well.

Oxalic acid.—Spread the stained article over a bow] of hot water and apply
a few drops of oxalic acid solution (3 tablespoons of the crystals to 1 pint of
water). Or put the crystals of acid directly on the stain and moisten with hot
water. Rinse in hot water, and repeat until the stain disappears. Do not use
on weighted silk.

Cream of tartar.—Boil the stained article in a liquid made up of 4 teaspoons
of cream of tartar to 1 pint of water. Rinse thoroughly.

Hydrosulfite.—Hydrosulfites available at drug stores as color removers or
dye-stripping agents also will remove rust stains. Follow directions given on
the package. Do not use on weighted silks.

Linseed Oil

Sponge with carbon tetrachloride or benzene. Treat as for cod-liver oil
stains.

Lipstick and Rouge

Vaseline and carbon tetrachloride.—If water spots the cloth, work
vaseline or lard into the stain. Then either sponge with carbon tetrachloride
or dip the stained part in a bowl of the solvent. If a trace of color remains
sponge with denatured alcohol. On acetate rayon and colored materials, dilute
the alcohol—1 cup denatured alcohol to 2 cups water.

Glycerine, soap, and water.—If the material is washable, first loosen the
stain as above with glycerine or vaseline. Then launder as usual. If soap or
other alkalies are applied before the stain is loosened, they are apt to set it.
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Hydrogen peroxide and sodium perborate.—Sponge with sodium per-
borate-hydrogen peroxide mixture (1 teaspoon sodium perborate to 1 pint
peroxide. Rinse thoroughly. If the stain persists, sprinkle powdered sodium
perborate on the dampened area and let stand for half an hour. Finally rinse
well. Be sure to test the cloth for colorfastness before using these bleaches

Meat Juice or Gravy

Sponge meat-juice or gravy stains with cold or lukewarm water. Never use
hot water; it sets the stain. If a grease spot remains, launder washable materials

in warm soapy water. If the cloth is not washable, use an absorbent powder or a
grease solvent.

Absorbents.—Dust the powder over the stain, let it stand until it absorbs
the grease, then brush off.

Solvents.—Sponge with carbon tetrachloride, gasoline, or benzene.

Medicines

Because of the great number and variety of substances used in medicines, it is
not possible to give methods for removing all such stains. If you know what the
medicine is made of, it will aid in choosing the remover. For instance, a tarry
or gummy medicine can be treated in the same way as a tar spot (see p. 27); a
medicine containing much iron can be removed in the same way as iron rust
(see p. 20). Medicines in a sugar sirup usually can be washed out with water;
those dissolved in alcohol sometimes can be removed by sponging the stain with
alcohol. Many of the medicines used in swabbing sore throats contain silver
nitrate and should be sponged with a solution of sodium thiosulfate (“hypo™)—
1 teaspoon of the crystals in 1 cup of water.

If you cannot find out what kind of medicine caused the stain, you may have
to try several methods to find one that will do the job. Each of jthe following
methods will remove certain medicine stains.

Boiling water.—For washable materials, pour boiling water on the stain
from a height of 3 or 4 feet, as for fruit stains, or launder in warm soapy water.

Denatured alcohol or carbon tetrachloride.—Some color stains can be
sponged or soaked out with alcohol. Sponge greasy stains with carbon tetrar
chloride. A dry-cleaning soap helps to loosen them. Finally sponge with fresh
carbon tetrachloride.

Bleaches.—Use bleaches only on white materials.” Try one of the following:

Hydrosulfite—Use one of the hydrosulfite dye-stripping agents available at

drug stores. Follow instructions on the package.
Javelle water.—For stains on linen, cotton, or rayon, dip in Javelle water for
1 minute (no longer), remove the chlorine from the cloth with a sodium thio-

sulfate solution. rinse well in water. (See p. 6 for more detailed instructions.)

Do not use Javelle water on silk or wool.
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