Paints—Oil Paints, Varnishes, Enamels

Treat oil paint, varnish, and enamel stains quickly, since a dried or hardened
paint stain is almost impossible to remove. Scrape off as much of the paint or
varnish as possible before using any remover. If the stain has hardened, apply
a solvent on both sides and give time for it to soften. Do not rub too hard;
rubbing roughens the cloth. Use one of the following methods:

Soap and water.—If the material is washable, remove fresh stains by wash-
ing with plenty of soap. If the stain has dried, soften it first by rubbing oil,

lard, or vaseline into it.
Turpentine or other solvents.—Sponge the stain with pure turpentine or,
if the spots are large or scattered, wash the whole article in it. Or soak in a

liquid of equal parts ammonia water and turpentine, rinse several times in fresh
turpentine, wash in soapy water. Carbon tetrachloride, kerosene, alcohol, or
benzene may be applied in the same way as turpentine. Benzene is good for the
usual type of spar varnish. Alcohol will remove stains of shellac varnish, but

never use alcohol on acetate rayon or vinyon.

Paint and varnish remover.—Equal parts of benzene, carbon tetra-
chloride, and amyl acetate (banana oil) make a very good paint remover. Apply
the remover and rub in a dry-cleaning soap to help loosen the stain. Finally
rinse out with carbon tetrachloride.

Pencil Marks
Indelible pencil

Do not use water on indelible pencil marks as this spreads the dye and makes
the stain harder to remove. Use one of the following:

Denatured alcohol.—Soak the stain in alcohol. If carbon marks remain,
sponge with soap and water. Do not use alcohol on acetate rayon. Test all
dyed cloth for colorfastness.

Bleaches.—Remove the dye with a bleaching agent.

Javelle water.—For stains on uncolored cotton, linen, or rayon, dip in Javelle
water for 1 minute (no longer), remove the chlorine from the cloth with a
sodium thiosulfate solution, rinse well in water. (See p. 6 for more detailed
instructions.) Do not use Javelle water on silk or wool.

Hydrogen peroxide and sodium perborate.—For other materials sponge with a
mixture of 1.teaspoon sodium perborate to 1 pint peroxide. Rinse well.

Lead pencil

A soft eraser sometimes will remove the marks, especially on stiff or starched
materials. If the material is washable, rub soapsuds into the stain and launder

as usual. Sponge woolen materials with clear water or with a solution of equal
parts alcohol and water.
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Perspiration Stains

Perspiration of the body is usually acid, so you can sometimes restore colors
changed by a perspiration stain by treating with an alkali. Dampen the stain
with water and hold it over the fumes from an open ammonia water bottle.
(See Acids, p. 10.) Old stains may be alkaline; then try vinegar. (See Alkalies,
p. 11.) However, colors changed by perspiration cannot always be restored.
particularly if the stain is an old one. |

To remove perspiration odors, sponge the stained part with warm water to
which a few drops of vinegar have been added, sprinkle powdered pepsin over
the stain, work it well into the cloth, and let stand 1 to 2 hours, keeping the
spot moist. Then brush off the powder and rinse well.

Yellowish perspiration stains on white material can be removed by :

Soap and water.—If the material is washable, bleach in the sun after wash-
ing in soap and water.

Bleaches.—For a stubborn stain, try a bleach.

Hydrogen peroxide.—Sponge with hydrogen peroxide or a mixture of 1 tea-
spoon sodium perborate to 1 pint peroxide. Rinse with water.

Sodium hydrosulfite.—Quickly dip the stain into a sodium hydrosulfite solu-
tion (2 teaspoons sodium hydrosulfite to 1 pint water). Rinse immediately.
First test the colorfastness of the cloth to this bleach.

Rubber Cement

To remove rubber cement either sponge or dip the cloth in carbon tetra-
chloride, Stoddard solvent, gasoline, or benzene. If the stain has dried, rub in
vaseline or dry-cleaning soap to loosen it. Then apply the carbon tetrachloride
or other solvent.

Salad Dressings

The acid of the vinegar or lemon juice in salad dressings may injure the color
of the material. Apply a mild alkali such as baking soda or weak ammonia
water immediately to restore the color. (See Acids, p. 10.) Then use one of

the following to remove the stain:
Soap and water.—Sponge delicate, washable materials with lukewarm water.

Do not use hot water if egg or cream was used in making the salad dressing. Use

soap if it will not harm the cloth.
Grease solvents.—Sponge the stain with lukewarm water, let dry, and then

sponge with carbon tetrachloride, Stoddard solvent, gasoline, or benzene.

Absorbents.—Absorbent powders are particularly good for splatters of
salad oil. Dust cornstarch or talcum powder over the spot, allow it to absorb
the oil or grease, then brush off. Or make a thick paste by mixing the powder
with carbon tetrachloride or other grease solvent, spread it on the spot, let
dry, and brush off. Repeat if necessary. Another method is to put the stained
cloth between cleansing tissues and press with a warm iron.
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