Scorch

You can usually remove light scorch stains from cotton and linen materials,
but wool and silk can seldom be restored to their original condition. Brushing
with emery paper may improve wool, however. Try the following:

Soap and water.—If the cloth is washable, soap and water will remove very
slight stains. After washing, place the article in the sun for a day or two;
it may bleach out any remaining traces of the stain.

Hydrogen peroxide.—If the stained material is white, use hydrogen per-
oxide. Dampen a white cotton cloth with the peroxide and lay it on the stain.
Cover with a clean dry cloth; then press with a medium warm iron. If the
hydrogen peroxide soaks through the top cloth, replace with a dry one. Ironing
directly on the cloth moistened with peroxide or on the dampened stain itself,
after the cloth has been removed, will cause rust stains on the garment.
Repeat the treatment, until the stain is completely removed. Rinse well.

Light scorch stains may be removed also by sponging with hydrogen peroxide
to which sodium perborate has been added (1 teaspoon sodium perborate to 1

pint peroxide. Rinse well with water.

Shoe Dressings

Soap and water.—If the material is washable, remove fresh stains from one
of the paste dressings by sponging or washing thoroughly with plenty of soap.
For spots caused by white dressings, sponge first with water, then with soap and
water.

Solvents.—Sponge well with carbon tetrachloride or turpentine. Glycerine,
lard. or vaseline worked into the stain first helps to loosen it. For liquid dress-
ings and for stains on wool, sponge with denatured alcohol. Do not use alcohol

on acetate rayon or colored cloth.

Bleaches.—If a dye stain remains, remove with a bleaching agent.

Hydrosulfite.—Apply one of the hydrosulfites available at drug stores as a
color remover. Follow directions on the package.

Hydrogen peroxide or sodium perborate.—Sponge the stain with hydrogen
- peroxide or with a sodium perborate solution (p. 7) or sprinkle sodium perborate
powder on the moistened stain directly. Rinse well.

Soap

Ironing material from which the soap has not been well rinsed may cause a
stain much like iron rust. Washing with soap and water usually removes it.
Be sure to rinse well. Bleaching in the sun afterwards is sometimes helpful.

Soot and Smoke

Absorbents with solvents.—First brush the stain; then sprinkle with an
absorbent powder—French chalk, cornstarch, corn meal, or salt. Work the
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powder around until soiled and brush it off. Then if the material is washable

sponge or wash with soap and water. - If water harms the cloth, first use an
absorbent; then sponge the stain with one of the orease solvents—carbon
tetrachloride, Stoddard solvent, or gasoline.

Another method is to make a paste by mixing an absorbent powder with
carbon tetrachloride or other solvent, spread it on the stain, then brush it off
when dry.

To remove the odor of smoke from a garment, have it dry-cleaned.

Sugar Sirups

If the material is washable, wash out sugar-sirup stains with soap and water.
For more delicate materials, sponge with clear water.

Tar, Road Oil, Asphalt, Axle Grease, Pitch

Stains made by tarlike substances are hard to remove, especially from cotton
material. First rub in vaseline or lard to soften the stain, then sponge with one
of the grease solvents—carbon tetrachloride, Stoddard solvent, gasoline, ben-
zene—or dip the article in the liquid and rub lightly between the hands. Repeat
the treatment until the stain is removed. If the material is washable, use warm
soapy water after rubbing in the vaseline or lard.

For stains on carpets or rugs, scrape off as much as possible with a dull knife.
Then sponge with the grease solvent, using a brushing motion so that you do
not rub the stain into the carpet.

Tobacco

Treat stains from the tarry substances in the stem of a pipe in the same way
as tar. Use one of the following methods to remove tobacco juice stains:

Cold water and glycerine.—Sponge with cold water; then work warm
glycerine into the stain. Let stand for half an hour, and wash with soap and
water. If the stain cannot be completely removed by washing, bleach it in the
sun. Moistening it with lemon juice makes it disappear more quickly.

Wood or denatured alcohol.—To remove traces of color remaining on wool
materials after the above treatment, sponge with alcohol.

Bleaches.—Try one of the following to remove remaining tobacco stains:

Hydrogen peroxide or sodium perborate.—Sponge with hydrogen peroxide or
with sodium perborate solution (4 tablespoons to a pint of water). Or sprinkle
powdered sodium perborate on the moistened stain. Rinse thoroughly.

Javelle water.—For stains on cotton or linen, dip the stain in Javelle water for
1 minute (no longer), remove the chlorine from the cloth with a sodium thio-
sulfate solution, rinse well in water. (See p. 6 for more detailed instructions.)
Do not use Javelle water on silk or wool materials. Be sure to test the cloth

for colorfastness before applying this bleach.
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