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The Big Seven's new crop of centers will be mesuPvX

measured in head-~to~head warring for the [{irst tim next week when

they face off in the conference's tenth annual & pre-season tournament

in hansas City's Municipal auditorium,
The (ive new regularse..e. Lew Jchnson of }{ansaa and
Oklahoma's Leiloy Bacher are tt® only holdovwsr starters from 195, «554..4

will carry as muca interest , both from spectator and coach as did

their shiny gang of predecessors who dominated fthx most of the first
nine meets, But for a different reasones The question now 1snLt

whether B,H, Born can defend Burdette Haldorson or Clyde iovellette

outscore flarcus Freibergers Its m a mers matter of whether any of the

frosh pivotmen can approach any of the old guard and whether any one

of them 1is good enocugh to swing the scales of towrnament victory, and

subsequently the league race .

Only three of the newly-spotlirhted pogst-men &are
sophomores. They include Don ledsker, 6-8,Iowa State; Jim Thom, 6-9,
Nebraska, and Jack Farr, 6-9,llansags Stdtes The others, Chuck “enney of
Missourl, and George gmnah of Colorado, are seniorse But they are seeing
thelr f'irst season as regulars or of extensive use at all, for that
matlers

Part and Medsker have been equalling advance notice.

fhe latter tops the entire complément of league cenégrs at this wrliting
with a

1543

average In four games, Medsker 1ls only two points back at

Thom must be wnaidered a disappointment to date.

Perhaps too much was expected of him, At any rate he has scored only

elgnt points in four gamese fact 1s, he isn't even a starter for

the Cormmhuskers when lex Ekwall, 6-5 converted forward is avallable.
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A heavy cold kept the brawny Jjunior cut of the Michigan

of
and Wichita pames, both wakmkx which Hebrasikse loste Ihom &8pp arantly has

8 Ways VO COilee

enney and lHannah may prove better then any of
the ro kles befurwx by the time the finals of tle [our-day & lelr
close Deocember 30e Doth have com up the hard-way, playing behind two
tall end prolific ascorers over the past two yearse sSubbing ifor
> “4gldorson , ?amn the 0-7 Iiannah averaged last year and in
ﬁiﬁx 195Le ile mow 1s travelling at 10,0 through the Buffaloes' first
thi"ee gamese +e@ always has been regarded as a dangerous scorsr , capable

defsnder and sturdy rebounder,
Denney averaged in 20 games last se&son; in

as & sophomorce Thid 6=5% , 223-pound woixk horse 1is a somewhat larger
though eruder edition of Bil! 3taufller, Tiger great of 1950-51-52. le
fights all the way for rebounds and came along steadily in all departments
thrugh the _ final half of last seasone And, to date, he hasn't fouled X

out ¢f a game, & penchnant which ¥® has concermed Coach Sparky Stalcup

far the past two seasonse
Johmson , who started all 21 gemes for Kansas last

sgason as a sophomore, now finds himsell the most experienced ztmvier
regular 'amung loegue centers. ie owns some glossy credentials despite
his mere junlor statuse. o set a sd ool mark of 24 rebounds against

230
Vkla homm last year and , with 2X@ recoveries, cutatripped the sophomore

rebound figures of Lovellette and Borne “e averaged 10,0 ovapxilx

points over &tk 1954-55 route and fwxvxawelixx was travelling at 1246 -

when the Yayhawkers opened their weekenmi tour in Texas Satiirdgy nighte
Bacher wil. X replace liissouri.s departed Med

. ' ! . 3
Pabk as the league & best and NestxdxvxX maneuveror and sSE@EFX scorelr

-~

around the boarda. He owns the sof't touch of a Gerald Tucker and the

magssive proportioms of B 11 Qaters, two notable Oklahoma centers of
the reeent paste
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Cornell ,wikxvprawenkxgx this year‘a guest team,

will present a kwmx thrﬂ-ﬁyear regular XInx in the pivot, 65, 220-pc31md

lay Zelek, #am [is Scoring and rebound averages last year were Qel

~‘and 10,8; &3 a sophomore, 10,1 and 10.5. He averaged 1lli.C through

the Big Hed's first three Zames ..
B Departure of “aldrcsen, Pieit.er, Chuck Juncan, of
lowa State, and Willard Fagler of lNebraska » 8lgnalled the end of
the cmfarance;a lagt four-year men, who were eligible as freshmen

under Korean “ar suspensica of the yearling rulee Their graduation

also wiped away the last vidtages of a glistenigg 0ld Guard which

had existed sinee Tucker led Oklahom into the first towrmey in 1946,

Never has the Big Seven witnessed such excellent

mass centver play as during tiat erae You had to be BvEvEvEE e xal Ve v x
X 8 Helms Foundation Pihyer of the Year to rise even a fraction

abow the paek, .nd tla t's exactly what Tucker aml Lovellette wWere.

- Some 1dea of the old ster's dominance can be gloaned

from this fact, When Duncan won the tournament se W ng scepter last

Pxummwvx Vecember , it marked the eighth time Iin nine meets that crown

went to a centers Lovellette won three of these; Tucker, Gene Peterson

of Kansas; “aters, and Kensas

-

Contesw ing Them were men like spauifer, Bob White-

head and Bob irierce of Nebraska, and Freibergers



Tow far the upeoming tyros must go tc match such

1s written m in one current faetf ¥mmx Up to the weekend's

men and deeds
than fifth and simth on the

games Parr and Bacher stod no better

pre-tournament socding roles .
e i AR e s
Here are last year s Top len tourney scopers

with returnees in capse
@vxv i VG XV XVREK VXV EFX VXVXTIEVX

G PG FT 9% y 4 3
Chuck Dunean, ¢, Iowa 3tate - T .13 [ 75
Loster :I:an e, g, Oklahomnm ¢ I . LR . A - 67
HORMAN STLuw/iily MIsosOURI, g=f 3Ry T 8 63
Bob Jeangerard, Colorado, f 3 19 2 A 59
GENZ EL3TUN, KANSAS, f 3 2 30.. 3} 58
- Bob Reliter, Missouri, c B &3 Ay . B
- Med Park, Missouri, f 3 A . B M 5
Burdette Haldorson,Colorado,ec Sl e e
Bob McKerr , California, e 2 2 10 : & 52
JIMMY PuCK, OKLAHOM , g 529 i b 51





























































































