¥r. Bob Switszer, Ppurti Fditor,
The Daily Eaghtor-mil, -
Gthlburg, Illinois, '

I an sending you tear sheets from 0. E. MoBride's sport column
in the Kansas City Star as of Friday and Saturday, March 30 and 51. He
forgot to mention that the games were all played on a sonorete floor, and
the six-by-sixes whioh supported the basket and the backboard were set
right in & hole drilled in the concrete. The endline was then in line
with the back of the backstop, and the posts put in rather hurriedly for
the tournament were not wirapped, so the sharp edges oaught many of the
players driving in mdnr the basket,

Mo baakatball games had heen played in thil Convention Hall
previously, and the whole set-up was entirely new, At that time there
were no elbow pads or knee guards used, and you san guite imagine after
a three-game tournament on successive nights just the condition of the
players' elbows and knees. They were just a mass of raw mmm And
the games wers rough, %oo. |

I lmtim: think of how the 'bmrs complain aheu‘l: the rmlmou
of 'bho gnu m. wi‘bh thair mml probaq‘l:ian that mnity has dictated.

There is one other anglo. "1 do not want to meke 1% sound 1like
boasting, but I practionlly single-handedly got basketball to the Olymple
Games at Berlin in 1936. I made an effort to have basketball inoluded as
‘& demonstration sport in the Olympic Games at Los Angeles and came having
near success until they promoted & football game, and of course there was
much more money in that. HEesh host country is pernitted %o have a demon-
stretion game for the entertainment of the visitors. Basketball had not
at that time oooupied e prmtnmt place on 'cho ﬂmst, 80 it was difficult

to Sﬂt it over.

I proposed that they build en  outdoor bankathan oourt in sections
and use the Coliseum for the seating capacity, and play the game out of
 doors, much as the Olympic Games were at St. Louis when the Buffalo aomm
were there. But the football-minded Wailod. and while there I conferred
with Sohaku Ri of Watseka University, Tokyo, and some of the German pleni-
potentiaries. The .Japs were strong for it. Dr. Karl Diem, when he got
back to Cermany, notified me that hnk-tball had bm MI‘M in the Gm‘.
Of course, I hn.a done a lot of work with the other foreign ocountries, and
the people here were much surprised because Dr. Diem notified me three dayl
in advance of my of the other American arfiauh.




