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/dnformation, which was confirmed by checking

kg S

Rowayton, Connecticut

January 25, 1935

Dear llre Allen;

Your kind letter of dJd anuary << was forwarded
to me by Harper's lMagazine. I take it very kindly, when anyone
goes TO the trquble of reading my stull, and when they go 8o
f‘af a8 to wrlite 'a letter 1 am very grateful ‘indeed. This

will mgke my reply seem 'all the more churlish, but I have to

gay what 1 think even abt The risk of being impolite,; for
afuer all, I am sure you would agreed that there are far £0o
mam y yes-gen in this country today, and that intellectual
honesty 1s a quall Gy more to be d.e,.alred than polltenesss

i ala not 1is% basketbajdl because 1. doubt
vcry much whebther' it 1s one of the ten fastest growing sports
in the United .Statése, The manufacturer who ,gave me the
elsewhere, did
not mention basekta'blln He lmows what ho sells every 'day,
and what the stuff is used fore Also he'is in oontact W:Lth
gchools and colleges all over the country.

g e Mg fact ﬁsha‘t baueﬁball dre'fv I0,000‘ ot
{Vaaison Square Garden means/,of course nothing whatsoevers

his is not sport, it 1is exhibitionism and you oughf’ t @ Rric
Ce Hockey draws 16,000 a couple of times a week at the
Garden but. hockey iz not: making mch progresse. Your argyment

- here leads me to distruet your other arguments for basketball

even'if I were not sure you were wWronge .

_ oo dhe fagtb that basketball is now an Oljzmplc '
sport has no L,hlnr* to do with the cases So-is lacrosse and
soccer and dozens of other sports which have no place whatuoever

in an Olymplc programe in fact fthe .only sports not thereln
included are bullfighting and pogro 18 and I und erstand they
will De in the I94O Ga:mem <y

¥

You uhhte Lhzat more than twenty millions:

are pla'ylng basketballe Now when the bowling people say 7 OOQ 000

play or rather bowl, they know what they are talking about ’
because they have a.n accurate checke. When the pin-pong peohie
sell Twenty million ping=pong bats, hat’s facte Iﬂ there
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