








The Wniversity of Chicago

Office of Physical Education

February 3, 1938

Mr. Forrest C. Allen
Director of Physical Education
UNIVERSITY OF “ANSAS

Lawrence, Kansas
Dear "Phog":

I am referring your letter of January 3lst to Mr. Lyman
R. Flook our Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds. Mr. Flook was in

charge of the construction of concrete courts at the New Residence Halls.

«  Sincerely yours,

BAY

. Metcalf

DIRECTOR.
TNM: Mg
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G. E. COEN

W. F. COEN, JR.

Coen’s
ATHLETIC & SPORTING GOODS 0o0.

NINE TWENTY-FIVE WALNUT STREET - - KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

lovember 15, 1937

rrotressor Fs Ae Russell
srofessor ol Civil ingineering
Lawrente, Xansas
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sllen has asked me todey to give vou ‘i-‘r‘fr* t! information

1 can recurding 0UHPC;ﬁﬁ tennis eqirzu. 1T ﬂa nappens thet

2y TathgPy Mhe was formerly in the butldines us '1*3_ul vusiness,
tullid two sueh wuris i"u **a;h_e: Roekniil Tennis Cli "*) abgurt sen
JeErl's 54 Je gcongtructed thene e onrts ve rv cereinl ancG 1 oo
ollerx inforaticen in r< to tiédr constructiaim,

o Yo 0 T A R 4 e w - ’ , W X" N R e ; = - &
On such Short notice, 1% m8 t,f e & LitvLie vasue buv 11 1%
- « Ix : " o 0 - o o b “ - , o 145 T LY s & £ € ™ o =%y
GACaE NIOW AUrnisll  YOou VL Wl ovelyy 5 *l(]éj JIOCUS8a8L Y 4 DL lﬂ 162
4 You and 1 wiil f"luulf turnisih any addaitional inforimation

1

_ #e built these courvs as I say about ven years ago. 10e
sizirf&ce of  concreisa f‘c r the two courts messured 120 ¥ 120 and

#nuld suspest that you not cut this size dovwn any o acocount of

the harm 1% would do o the playing qualities of thie eouri, Wo
gclased the court with wire mesh % the heisznt of apyroxXin iitf‘lﬁ*
14 fo-%. The concrete in this couwrt was ull'i. five 1nches in

thicimess and was reinioreced wilth wWire nes 1%L very good re-
gults, Either reds or heavy wire mesh zxm.x.u du the job in this
respecle

.~ Ve colored the top, that is the playing surlface of the cowrd,
& dark brown, this color being mixed into the material and tihls is

a very satisiactory thing to do from the view point of the player
who naturally likes a dark baeck ground for the white ball,

' The playing surface of the court draine to two different
points about four feet inside of the posts with as l1littie fall as

-L;ﬁasitzle while still taking away the water. The surface outside

of the actual court drains off to the sides likewise wiith Gue
loast possible fall., From the points inside the posis draln pipes

carricd the water off,
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Neturally it is important to avold any pocikets on the courtd
that will trap water and prevent the surface drying off quickly
artey the reinfall,.

The nizture used in the concrete was one part of cement to
two parts of sand and four paris of 1/2 inch rock which is knowm
a8 yvou probhebly koow better than I as the l-2-4 mixture, The
top surface consists of one part of cement to two parts ¢f sand,
The top surface must be a combination of smoothness and texture.
If it is too Tough the balls will be quickly worn out whereas
it is best to pel getidv too smooth as 1% nckes tie ball slice
and thus goinp teo fast Tor the average playsl,.
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average couris.

; L might add thet the top swilacde #Ha Uhe base 8hO 11l both
be pul down on i same Gaye
We followed the lines of the markings ol ta
expansion Jjoints excep’ on Lae sur.ace outside 0
about every twenty feet, e lay tae cours oa
had very Tew small crackss

cCoursss ior our
4 4 & PR s e . P
vi18 CCuTrV propexr

ro0d crommd and
e L 7 - g 4 - L.
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maﬁ@ twe courts abvoutd ten years a0 GOS8 L 11 ;!:: S8 IO(} * i
" wonld be very difficult %o ocut this cost doun any at this Tim
“and 1if vou were tc use union labor you would have Lo all appProXi-

We bought this material in car load lots thus meking ancther

* The Tinest concrete courts in the United States are o n the

. weat eoast where the big tournarients are held, 1 am writing Soday
to 8 friend of mine to furnish me with the name of a party on the
coast who might be able %o supyply you with some de?&iled infownation,
I should have this party's name within a very few uays and will
see that he contacts himsell with you., +

Yours very truly,
WPC Jr: CES COEN*S ATHLET IC & SPORTING GOODS CO.

g
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