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Dear Dr. Allen:

I am working on a pilece for
The Post on football at the University of
Nebraska, and am afraid that while the
subjeet will have to mention the record
against our favorite school,

But I have an idea that in
besketball Nebraska has about as much trouble
with Kansas es Kensas has with Nebraska in
footballe I'd like to use the basketball
record for the two schools, and if you have

it close at hand would be interested in see-
ing it,

Can you tell me ==- off the
record if you like ~--- why it is that Neb-
{reske, with its tremendous reservoir of "
material, can't win more Big Six basketball
. chempionships? 1Is :I.t because Nebraska Jus'h
can't beat Kensas? Or is it because those

corn-fed boys just cen't play basketball?

With best personal regards,
Sir, I am

Yours sincerely,

"', /ﬂa /

Howard W. Turtle

Dr. Forrest Co Allen
University of Kansas




April 26th, 1941

Mr. Howard Turtle
Kensas City Star
¥ansas City, Missouri

Dear Mr. Turtie:

I an sorry that I was out of town and unable to answer your letter sooner,

but I assure you it is always a pleasure to comply with your requests. I trust that
you will land The Tost for your Nebrasia ootball Article. I am very happy to say
this to YOue |

I coached Fanses basketball in 1908 and 1909, At that time, the schools
woro dividod into & Northern and a Southern division, and we, here at Kansas, won the

Northern division. The schools of the Norih were Nebraska, Drake, Iowa State, etce
It wmas the 0ld Missouri Valley Conference; then Kansas and Nebraske played for

the title and Kansas won the championship. It was much on the same plane as they now
use on the Pacific Coast.

Wow I shall try to answer your qmtim, "Why is it that Nebrasla, with
its tremendous reservoir of material, can't win more *ig 8ix basketball championships",
and, with that big field house %o ﬂll. Bvery year thet Hobruh has had a near
winning team, they have packed the field houses The Big Six attemdmnce record is

held by lNebrasim, and it wvas made during the time when Nebraska was playmg Kansas
for the Big Bix championushipe | .

No, I would not say it is because Nebrsska cannot play basketball, They
have had some wonderful stars there. 1 can remember the time when Nebraska could not
win enything at trackes They never did well until Hmry Schulte went there.

Nebraska, in the early days, was known pr.tmrily ag a football gchool.
Their bLig games then were with llennesota and once in awhile, an Eastern School.
Vebreslm won the championship in basketball along in '15 and '16 when Rutherford,
Chamberlain, and those boys were playing with llebraska. In fact, up until about
1918, lebraska and Kansas had quite a few basketball jousts that were tomh.

Our record against Nebrasks is: 39 won, and 11 loste.

Of course you remember that I coached football in 19520 at Kansas and
tied llebraska, 20 to 20; the hansas team being out-weighed 27 pounds to the man,
I have never feared Nebraalm, and we go after them just as if they had no football
reputations Henry Schulte was football coach when 1 was ceoaching football here
at Kansas, in 1920, Schulte was re-placed at the end of the 1920 football season
although he 'ad nade a fine record, and he was made head track coach. !Missouri was
the "big gun® in track all during Schulte's regieme; then the power shifted to
Hebrasia. Schulte was a ceaseless worker, covering the states and giving ewards
of litile bronze buttons for track performances. He set up standards of track com-

 petition, and, as a highschool boy performed up to those particular standards, he
got one of the buttonse He really built track up in & splendid fashion.
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| Nebraska is a great highschool basketball state, They have no strong
secondary colleges in Nebraska, and the University monopolizes the field. In my
opinion, there is no more reason why Nebraslka should not be preeminate in basketball
as well as in football and track because they have the environment, the field house
and the materials That lNebraska team last yeer should have gone to great heights.

But, I am speaking off the record, Howard, If, after you read my letter,
you care to pick out certain points, and ask me questions that I can answer without
embarrassing any opponent or myself, I would be happy to do sos Kansas has developed
esprit de corps against Nebraska and they can go right up on Nebraske bailiwiek and
spot them a couple of goals and still lick them. Xansas boys are no more afraid of
Nebraske than they are of any other team in the Big Sixe They just take them in
stride, and they reslize too, that all these schoole in the Biz Six are gunning

for us in basketball just as the other Biz Six schools are gunning f'or Nebrasks in
fOOtmllo | |

Answering your gquestion, "or is it because those 'corn-fed’ boys Jjust

can't play basketball", I want to say no, because Iowa State had never won enything
until Louie lienze went there for basketballs He has had two championships during
his ten years there end they never ceme close before he Joined them, I will bet a

pretty dollar that Louie Menze will turn out a championship team at llebraska in three
Vears.

Sure, football is emphasized in Nebraslka, but I lmow & lot of good schools
who emphasize football and they can still play basketbell, I lheve in mind the Missouri
Tigers; they win football and basketball championshipse In fact, I am going to have
& much better basketball team next year and the year following and then the year followe

ing that than T have had for several years., Three of my regular players doubtless will
be from the football squad.

I like to have football players on my basketball squade. I will cite you

an incident: Ed fall, the fullback on our football team, was drafted by me late ;e
this past year's basketball season. After Mervin Sollenberger, our regular guard, took
ill with glandular fever, at Ames, and was gent to the hospital just before our Oklahoma

- game, I msed Charlie Walker and some of my substitutes who had little game experience,
and we lost the Oklahoma game. Three days later, we played the Oklahama Aggies, and I
tried Waller again, e was not doing so well and we were losing, so I called Eddie Nall .
from the bench and sent him in as guard, He was rugged, ageressive, and eight ¢

. ﬂmd of'f'egeot thao g dar atage the Olklaboma Agries

end & half after he went in as guard, and h

tean and we won the game by four points.

& g

zies had, He scored a goal about a minute
is rugged playing stinmulated the Ae & Me

I have always liked tc

Ve fﬂotm SR 1 yﬂrﬂ

1!1 Ty 1 18UDe s &y cive the !tan" *els L &lﬂai} 8 game of baab‘hball 08 L5 reeded,.
- Charles Black, Bob liosby, "Zeoh" Burton; I could name mumerous basketball players that
iave who have been football players. -

This year coming up, we will have Ray Fvans, Charles Black, Don Etti .
_andnd a couple of other boys fru: the football squad on our basketball team, I would
say that rugged, aggressive, 'corn-fed' boys like the Nebraskans, can play basketball.






Ootober 15, 1940

lire Eehe Thomas, Buinim
-umm«wm;wutmm
Room 204, Fatiomal Reserve Building

Topelka, Eensas
MJ ire Ml

zmummmwmm.mmmm
mmmne. Toxnge | _ ,

| mmmdammmmmeywmn&u

uprmmmmum. I was teaching at Austin lasgt sumner
prior to my %eeching in your school, and I met Mr, Plitsch there and
- learned to appreciate his vwﬁ:-hnm very muche

?ﬁmh followed me hm this fall to take my course in
Theory and Practice of Athletie Training, He tells

mththemwﬁuutoda greet deal in the Temms High School

Agsociation, and Imwitingmteommmm

' Immuepplymwyeufwnmmuhto
officiates You doudtless have already heard from him; if not,
you will heeyr shortly. He is in great demand here for our intramural
gameg and for football, ¥de Elbsl, Diveotor of Intramurals, thinks
he is one of the best that he has hads Pritech is alsc assisting
me in mmn in emihtim, statistical work, m 80 forthe

' ztmmmamwwdmmnm '
mthmmbaMomm mimmwhth e
hmtmylnmmtﬂtydwmstMgﬁth boys
muuaﬂmnthﬂw%mm reconmend

» of Physical Bdvoetion and Recreation
thity mmun Coach




& been put out m‘k mm» would not pw &h mrq There are
At feel that his Imee is in suoh bad shape that it will never
mmmunwm mmmsemm
people that they Let Miller will be basketball before the winter
is overs Mfmm_wmtiml m,ﬂnm ofthnthn come to mee

mmnm:mmgmﬂp,muhutﬂakmm:m
mmtmuu_ 80N rtie _ _
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October 17, 1940

Dr, Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr, Allen:

In the article for the Post
1 have listed the names of all the boys on
your team, including the ones who were grad-
uated last spring. Included in the returning
group is Mr, Ralph Miller,

In view of the trick knee
business, would you suggest that I ask the
editors {:o delete Miller's name, make his
participation doubtful, or let it ride as is?

I expect the article to be
run at the very start of basketball season.
If they're going to want a color picture of
you, I figure they'd better start doing some-
thing about it quick, eh?

' With best wishes 1 am

Yours sincerely,

P A //

Howard W. Turtle







Elzey Roberts, Publisher

Arthur E. Kaye, Business Manager Frank W. Taylor, Managing Editor
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December 17, 1940

Dr. F., C. Alken,
Athletic Department
University of Kansas
Lawrence, fansas.

Dear Sir:

In a news story by the Upnited Press which has been called to my
attention, 1t was pointed out that the Kansas team "has the only known
prayed-for outfit in the nation."

The story says that an o0ld Negro woman who cooks for three of your
players prays for the success of the team before each game.

If possible, we would like to have sent to us a picture of this
Negro woman as she does her praying with the boys she cooks for nearby.

- Please let me know if it will be possible to get this photo.

Sincerel
y"‘///
. i

James L. Toom:ju‘-ﬁ

Sports Department
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THE THAYER CHEMICAL COMPANY
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CALCI-REX

Dr.Forest C.Allen

Dept.of Physical Education
University of Kansas
Lawrence,Kansas.

Dear Doctor Allen:

Thank you ﬁery much for your letter of July 23 and for
your testimonial of our PHEN-IO-MEN.I greatly appreciate both.

I mailed your pint of PHEN-IO-MEN some time ago so I trust
you have received it.

In your letter of July 23 you spoke of having Dean Nesmith
requisition several pints of PHEN-IO-MEN when he returned from
his vacation.To date we have not received the requisition and 4
was wondering if lMr.Nesmith has returned?

If vou will please give this matter your attention and get
the requisition to us as soon as possible I will greatly appreciate
the favor.

Thanking you for your interest in PHEN-IO-MEN and wishing
you the best of success for the coming school year I remain,

Very truly yours

CAT /MEG. c._n._w..&...o__tm@v



Deayr lir, Tim

IhnjthMuluddthMumm,th--
madmwdmwmumfumm
mxm 1nfmt1w ttnt lilss zm m-

ga fu' m har ehmn f‘ield. lﬁ m M
emﬂdmo m bar, - .

| Very cartially youws,

Director of mw,on Educa tion and Romtim
V’uuity Basketball cmh G , |

FCAslg _
cc: Miss _Baker
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1508-10 GRAND AVENUE

PHONE GRAND 1911

Kansas Crry,MO. Sept. 20, 1940

Mr. Forrest C. Allen,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kans,

Dear Phog:

Just received your letter in reference to the three dozen

practiee basketball pants. We are wondering just what
color you want on these pants as it was not given on

Mr. Falkenstien's order.

The wolf has already et me upe The garage doors are
already closed and the seat of my pants are out but

anyhow I certainly thank you for this ordere

Yours sincerely,
R S. ELLIOTT ARMS CO.

w (2 5 (12lbol

“It Pays to Play”




~ Thank you very much for t:hp mtm nf Bm
Buh'hhn. It nmm in ship amPu

Imming 4f the Mn& u going tu desire
Did you not say that they have accepted
st ' they bave, will they not have already put

it tobo&,u'&h editors say, and already have it finished?
Pleaso let me m: your snglo on thih

¢ IMWMMWMfwmﬁmtm
pictureses Bob, m.ummzmw Mvurywh-»
Your boy Cochrane is an exporte

I have a good joke to tell youe m;AIIw dm
not 1ike that tweed suit ofmmatall. 8h
mm. !ut I toid her tmt you specilfiscd that

o or of muul Education and Re&mtim
?nrsity Basketball Coach .
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Se tember 19, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansase.

Dear Dr. Allen:

The book "Better Basketball™ is
securely wrapped and in the mail, and I am
ashamed for not having returned it at least
before the start of school., The plan To bring
it when we came after a color picture seemed
okay, but I have not yet received word from
the S. E« Ps to go ahead on another photograph.

In a separate envelope I
sending some pictures I thought you:might like
to have. They are not as good as the ones we
sent to Philadelphia, but for family album
purposes they might be fine.

- The knockout picture of you
bearing down on that basketball pump will De
in the magazine this winter, I think.

Sineerely,
a7

'/

Howard W.
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October 2, 1940

Dr, Forrest C, Allen
Universi ty of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Dr, Allen:

Glad to hear you are pleased with
the pictures, I'm proud to take the "blame"™ from
Mrs, Allen for the tweed suit --- I think it was
a swell idea,

- You ask me about the color plcture,
and I don't know what think about that. When
the editors saw the black and white photographs they
apparently realized you would make a very Ifine
picture in color. So they wrote me suggesting
the possibility, but warned me not to go ahead
until they let me know of a decision for sure.
I was surprised that they even brought the subject
up, because they've never used color in sport.

You are right in thinking that
by now they probably have just about put the
story to bed. It is to be run "sometime this
winter," probably early in the basketball season.
However, I still think there is a chance that
they would decide on the color picture, and 1
have let them know that Cochran would be able
to handle it. If they don't go for the color,
they still have an exceptionally good layout of

black and whi te,

Anything I hear from them I1'll
let you know right away.

With best regards 1 am

Yours sincerely R,
/ d,?
r" / / % /
tle

Howard W, T







E.A.THOMAS
COMMISSIONER

vrnte Hicn Senool,

ROOM 204- NATIONAL RESERVE BUILDING

TOPrPERA
October 1, 1940

Dr, Forrest Cs Allen,
University of Kensas,
Lawrence, Kansa

Dear Doc:-

1l am a little late but here is en additionsl check
for your services here in the coachinr school. I
believe this makes a total of $200 and I hope this

is satisfactory. ‘e have been delayed in getting all
the bills in connection with the school paid and

1t was only recently thet we learned definite ly
whether or not there would be any surplus to divide.
e rean pretty close to the line this yeers

1 want you t o know that we are highly pleased with
your services, Yfou worked hard and I know the student
coaches appreciate it. Needless to say, you alweys
contribute what is very much worth while and the faect
that you have sppeared as an instructa in the school
oftener than any other man, indicates pretty well
that we think your courses are sll right, In fact, I

‘believe you geve the boys the best cowrse this time

E. R. STEVENS, PRESIDENT
INDEPENDENCE

J. R. JONES, VICE-PRESIDENT
SUBLETTE

E. A. FUNK, TREASURER
ARKANSAS CITY

D. E. WOLGAST
MARYSVILLE

J. E. BOWERS
SENECA

HUGH W. SPEER
HAYS

vou have ever given them,

#ith best wishes, I am

Yours very cordially,
o e =1 &
& ’Ac homas,
Commissioner,

OFFICE PHONE 2-0370
RESIDENCE PHONE 2-0175

HETIVITIES HSSOGCIHTION

MEMBER OF NATIONAL FEDERATION OF ATHLETIC ASSOCIATIONS
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Dr.Forrest C.Allen;

Director of Physical Education
University of Kansas

Lawrence,Kansas.
Deat Doctor Allen:

I just received from a friend of mine who is associated with
a Missouri College a copy of the MEMBERSHIP LIST of the lMissouri
State High School Coaches Association. '

I immediately conceived the idea that there must be a similar
list of Kansas Coaches and thought perhaps you would have a copy of
such a 113;- |

If you have such a list available I would greatly appreciate
recelving a copy to use as & mailing list for my PHEN-IO-MEN.

Very truly yours

CAT/meg. - - M-@M



