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FURTHER TRENDS IN SUBSIDIZED ATHLETICS

Dfi?w Ce Allen
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oration, permit me %o say that "I ocame % pralse football, not to bury
is."

Athletics in the imerican colleges are paradoxical. They are
the wost severely oritioclized aoctivity of college life, and they are the
most loved. mm**ﬂnwwmmuwm
energies of youth, and they are, vhen improperly administered, the most
dangerous and diseased. They are the most vulnerable motivity of the
Amorican college life, and they are one of the most vital. Perhaps it
is because we love them that we ill-treat and punish them. The inherent
Anglo-Saxon love of congquest and combat in the sports and games endangors
the very object of its love. College students view sthletiocs as an end
in themselves. College professors steeped in habits of mind-training and
in over-evaluation - youth in an over-evaluation of athletios, and middle
age in an over-evaluation of scademic training., Those two extremes are
- 88411 far apart. The probdlem of the modern administrator is to find a
niddle ground, _
hirty-five years agoe, wvhen intercollegiate football wes on
trial because of physical dangers to the partiocipants, the late Theodore
Roosevelt, ex-President of the United States, saved the geme for the good
that he thought it possessed. Today, with the game on trial again, this
time because of alleged moral and spiritual dangers, there 1s need of
another great leader to point the way ahesd. The geme should be lifted
up and out of its distortions into its truer plane of inspiration and
effoctiveness in college life. In reality there is little of serious
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issue with athletios in the colleges themselves. The disease starts from
without « among the men whose interest is nisguided. Dut also conflioting
purposes arise in the mind of youth regarding school and college. lNany
conches hold up to the boy the glory of conguest on the athletio field as
mmwmuwornumm-mmmmw
thing of acquiring durable satisfactions in the classroom,

The intelligent athlete will not sell his sondemic birthright
for a mess of pottage (the pay-off). This athlete will protect his forthe

right froedom the same as the Amerioan voter protects his dallet., But
naturally the boy desires to compete im gemes of combat and contect. The
m«wuummm-u;mmermmm
no equals Above the door of the gymmasium at the United States Military
Acadeny at VWest Point, N.Y., are these words of Major Koshler, out in

sidiszors, the proselytors, and the "pollyannas" who mu tmt "football
at the present is enjoying sound health and is becoming more of an amatour
sport all the time", ' _

I stated last winter that gubsidiszed football and basketball
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following fast developing fects set up for the poricd of ow Maticmal loe

in pufficlent quantities to oontrol the sir end to protect the conveys from
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Corporations will mot be firansially eble to make goodewill
domations to these athletio slush funds, nor will fraternitios and
sororities be willin: to feed an extre athletic mouth for the clory of
good old Siwashi Father and mether will not de able to foot the billse
mﬂmmummmmumumm |
indulgenoe of slorified publicity and fimansial display, neither of which
~ are wortly lessens for youth to learns Mrticipation in athleties for the

far bayond the seadents hallss
ireat thromgs jem our football stedis cach Seturday afternoon
in the fall. Yreat orowds stimulate wzuswsl interest and exoitements Some
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questiomable loyalty. lany times more than double the money that is bet
on horse races in this country is gambled cn football gamos each year in
the Inited Statoss The [rofossioml gatbling rackntoers’ “take” on foote
ball rerlaye which they put out eash Seturday afternocn is meerly 407,

sitwmtion is not the fault of the colloges, neve
cli e
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vicious attack by the “yelpere® who have M_Mum- Tet whon these










" the students at the University of Chicage rooently asked the
suthoritics tc permit them to adopt the Chieago Besrs, professional foote
ball temn, ne their tesm and to make arrangmments with the professical
nenageent so that they might be aduitted %o the Sears hase games on &n
winner, '

~annge, oame out for gsubsidization of Yansss athletiocs, sspecially foote

The petition of tie lew York University students offered three
98: (1) The abolishment of footbell as an intercollegiate sport;

(2) The arrenging of & sohedule to0 £t the ability of the players; and

(3) Cpen subsidisstion. The first two propositions were considered
untenable by the students as the students did not want football abolished,
and the University authorities admitted their inability to arrange & suite
able schedule to it the ability of the plavers, Thus, they conoluded
2 was the only .dtmﬂn-
It seams that the student bodies of schools with losing tesms
are in favor of subsidisation, feeling that most of the successful biz
Line tesms sre adequately subsidised. It is an open secret.

fihon certaln Jucific Coast athletes wore declared ineligible
by Comdasioner Atherton those ssme students entered another university not

i cortainly have no objection to a boy receiving a subsidy
for playing, boosuse that thing is happening in a grest many of owy
imerican universities at the prosent time, but on a sub-rosa basis. DBut
when colleges resort to subsidization they have moved to outright pro-
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lom, and the spirit of the colleges will De identicel with that
of the New York Yankees or the Brooklyn lodgers, and the players are apt
% be booed for mistakes as are the professionals. The cheers and the
outdoes everybody else. Put upon this question we should ponder before
uumumnuum.

- 1% would be fmr healthier for our athl
out in the open and say to the public that definitely we are subsidising
would raise the ante and tho same situation that obteins now would obtain
in the future. ‘
the sexe 6s they have been in the present snd the past. Subsidisstion
ocould be adequately enforced by the colloges employing m super-asar, or
& high camissioner of athletios for the United States, to serve all
sonferences, with vested authority in hinm the same as is granted Judge
landis In professional baseball. This high cormdssioner would have
player, or to prescribe cortain rules of conduct for any athletic board,
wmnmm“mammmamm@rm
college athletic board. Mmmnwmmriuhm
their athletes. Only member schools subsoribing ¢o such a plan weuld Le
eligible to belong to such a conference. And only conferences subseribe
“ ing %o this arvengement would perxdt thelr schools %o schodule ganmes
with schools belonging., mmmuw-nhmm

ties if we could come




caniseioner of any conference who did not enforce the law, Of

necessity this high cosmissioner would be a man the type of Judge Landis,
Landis has again rebuilt confidence in the game. A great and fearless
W&nmmmmmmmm
sport of foothall and again oreate a confidence in America‘s greatest
aollege gemes ‘




