-schools to which all children could go. lMcn and women can not be really
free until they have plenty to eat, and time and ability to read and
think and.talk things over, Down the yeare, the people of the United
States have moved steadily forwerd in the practice of democracy. Through
universal education, they nov can recd and write and form opinions of
their own, They have lcarned, and are still learning, the art of
-producticn=w=that is, how to make a living. They have ;eanled, and are
still lea arning, the art of self-government, 1

If we wers to measure frecdom by stendards of nutrition, education
and self-government, ¢ might rank the mited States and certain nations
of Western Europe verw high., But this would not be fair to other

d only in the last 20 yecars.
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nations where education has beceme widespre
In many nations, a generation =zgo, 9 out of 10 of the pcople pould not
recad or write. Russia, for cxample, was changoed from an illiterate to
a literate nation within one generation and, in the process, Russia's

In China, the 1ne
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crease during the past 30 ycars in the ability of the pecple to .read
“and write has been maitchoed by their increased interest in real liberty.
Everywhere, reading =and writing are accompanied by industrial Pro=-

erecs, and industrial progress sooncr or later inevitably brings e strong

labor movement., From a long-time and fundamental point of view, therc
' are no backward peoples which are lacking in mechanical sense, Russiens,

Chinese, and thc¢ Indians both of India ana the Amr::rica all learn to
read and write and operate mac hll’lGS. just as well as your children and
my children., BEvcryw hn'r‘ the common people are on thc march., Thousands
of them are learning to read and write, leai'ning to think togethcr,

learning te use tools. Thesc people are lecarning to think and work



