OTLS' NATIONAL TCURNEY VICTORY

BCCIHl TC VIDE OPEN TYPE OF PLAY
By Courtesy of -
Itichael J. Thomas,
The Providence Journal
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Temple's vietory 1in 1ihe ndtlondl 1nuercolleg1ate basketball
tournament was, in a way, a victory for Coach Frank Keaney of
Rhode Island ate, for the Owls, who employ the fast break and
wide open tac s, play thec same type of game ag do the Rams
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Ever since the promulgation of the new rules, eliminating
the centre¢ tap therce has becn debate as to vihe the,r the extreme

fast break, built on long rangc passing, Was rnore uifectlve than
the more aellberdte attack, evolved irom : noru passing.

The Qwls scored &-convincing victory for the nopen play
advocates" through their victory in thc¢ national torunament,
Competing against nation's supposedly ablest college guintets,
tiiey swept tihirougih the flu&d W1Lh Durprlslng case,
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A trend towurds thc more - open game may be effected a8 & resnui’
of Temple's victory-in the New York tournament - a victory tatamo: i’
to the national intercoliegiate championship. Some veteran basket-
ball critics have termed coaches still using the deliberate style
of play as "beilng bechind times", a stand given added 81ganlcance

by the records of tcams cmploylng the w1de open game, such as Temple
and R.I.State.
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There wes no guestioning the effectiveness of the deliberate,
slow passing geme unuer the cld rules, but the new code, gliving the
team scored upon immediale possession of the ball under 1ts own

basket, has elimincted thb udvantu&eous features of this style of
attack.

-pced is the essential factor in the goame under tlie new rules-
the ability to get the jump on the other fellow. The team that con-
stantly uses the shiort pass and wiich advances the ball in & de-
liberate, methodical manner lose¢s the Jump it nad wiien 1t took
nossession and enables the oposition to get its defence set., On the
Jthier hand, the team that resorts to "the long pess when the oppor-
tunity pruaents 1tself and whlcn 1S CUHaBuntlj advunCﬂng ot top
aygﬁd retains its advantage - an: uquntubb that uft tines give 11s

ayers the chance to get set before shooting.

The one councession advocates of the deliberate style of play
mede Irom the start is that the open attack leads to & more colorful
game that would. further popularize tne sport with the general public,

but it would now appear they might make a few concessions regardlng
tiie technical advantages of  the "open game.u_r



