COACHING ETHICS

(presented at the Naticnal Basketball
Coaches ligeting 1956).

- May I quote from an outstanding superintendent cof schools 1in
Pennsylvenia on the requirement of an athlctic coach? " The coach of
a competitive team has a most important task - he means so0 much 10
~.the schoul, the boys, the public, There are scveral fundamental que-
stions that should be asked about a man baefore he is entrusted with
the responsibility of ccaching boys, What manner of man is this?
How does he speak and act? Is he sound and clean in mind so that his
influence is inspiring and uplifting? vould he set a finc cxamplc-
not by posing, but by bLeing-- the type of man we want each of the
.. boys.to.be? If thecse questions cannot be answered favorably, stop
then and there, No other quaiities can suppldnt the fundamental
-qualities:of .eharacter..™
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surcly the athletic coach of "today must measuer up to rigid
- high standards: of both aducation. and essential manhgod. Any pro-
fession so exacting and so demanding is being built upon the bed
of roek of. education and must. continuc to grow and elevate itsell
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nthics--that means  the code, the. rules. and the orders ol our
profession with something c¢lse added, our attitude, These ethics
- or practiees. can be no-higher than the men thal mike up the baske -
BhE) Soaghinge protession, 0 0 oo S
5 e are not going into great detuil in -the discussion ol wha
constitutes. ethics, and the part that yol gentlemen play in them,
simply suffice it to say that we want to discuss some of the things
that are coming up in our profession that might not be in line with
eéducational principles, P e R i |
1. Coaching from the sitdelines, "hat is coaching from the
sidelines? Can. you answer that guestion? Du you coach from the side-
lines? Is conveying to your players the length of time remaining
. in a ball game coeching? If you yell at one of your players as he
poes by is that coaching? These are all questions that 'mén must
answer, Do you give a signal frem the bench for a certain play, Or
to change from o fast breaking attack to a slow attack? Ve do not
~believe that we should try to move the boys about on a court as
" though they were pawns in cur hands, do ycu? Now there is a differ-
ennceé in ccaches, 'T¢ have had an opportunity in .the pasi 1wo years
"to check the coachces in the Big Ten, There are one or two who si%
quigtly unperturbed on the lLench, llost of them move about, yell,
stand up, and react to the way the play is going on the court, 7€
think some of -our cutstanding coaches in basketball have a re- .
putation for. going throuch varicus antics during the procedure of
o pame, IS this just a matter of temperament and should we concone
this type of practice? (I do not believe that we can reprimand these
coaches for that type of action, because they arc not trying o coach
from the bench, but their temperament will not allow them 1C sit %
still., We class three. or four of the outstanaing coaches of this
country in that particuler group).
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