ganu&ry14, 1942

Mre. Raymond Nichols,
Chairman, Convocations Committee
University of Kansas.

Dear Raymond:

The publicity that came out of the pep rally of
the convocation hour which was held on Tuesday, Januvary 6,
is typical of nearly all publicity that chronicles an evente

When I wes presented to the students by Roy Ed-
wards, the head cheerleader, my opening statement was that
the present, with its unpredictable turns and changes, 1is
altering the whole course of our lives, the jobs we work at,
the town and the University which we live in, the clothes we
wear and the food that we eat. I made the statement that
vital changes are taking place in all of:our personal lives,
our living and our jobs; that back of all the fronts-
military, industrial and administrative, is the home front,
just as important as all of the rest.

I stated that Chancellor lialott recognizes the
necessity of & "physical fitness" program for the students
of the University of Kansas as an aid to defense, and that
the Chancellor, who is a lover of sports and recreation, was
foremost in the crusade to provide a new skating rink on the
intramural field and setting things in order that we might =
have skiing if and when it snows enoughe I told them that
llessrs Jensen and Anderson, two young professors who had
their skiing in lNorway and Austria, would be the facultly
skiing advisors and they would aid in stimulating this wvery
healthful outdoor activity. I further elaborated upon the
lights that were to be used at the skating rink and the logs
that we would have for bonfires so that the students might
enjoy this activity to the fullest extent. 1 saild, ac s S 1
free for the asking," and I got a big hand, showing that the
students appreciated an activity for their benefit.

Then, my number two subject was Dre. lNaismith and
basketballe I told of Frederick froebel, the poor, unhappy
German boy wandering from a broken home of unhappiness to
the Black Forest of Germany, and how out of these meanderings,
musings and wanderings came the theory of the kindergarten-
education through playe. I‘hen I mentioned the orphan boy from
Altmont, Canada, raised by an old uncle, Peter laismithe
Young James Naismith, a woodsman and an outdoor man, studied



for the ministry. In his desire to do more for youth, he entered
Springfield College, along with Alonzo Stagg, his classmate, and
during his senior year was given an assignment by his instructor,
Dr. Luther Halsey Gulick, to originate a game which would take
care of eighteen troublesome young men who were students at Spring=-
field College. This geme was to take care of the surplus energy '
of these students between the football season in the fall and the
baseball season in the springe. From the brain of Dr, Naismith
came basketball, the game in which twenty million people are play-
ing annually. The aggregate attendance at basketball games in the

United States is ninety million.

I then compared Froebel, the emancipator of infancy
and early childhood to Dr. Naismith, a great educator from the
early teen-age until the early thirties of young manhood. I
stated that I had heard eight educators from one platform state
that besketball had all the qualities necessary for an educable
child. None of these speakers were athletic people or coaches.
Then I quoted Dre. Neismith's famous words, "Basketball is a geme
easy to play but difficult to master." And to show his modesty
when the National Association of Basketball Coaches raised seven
thousand dollars to buy him a home and to send him and lirs.
Naismith to Rerlin, Germany to witness the Olympic Games, hls
very epic statement was as follows: "Do not be afraid to serve

‘humanity and wait for your rewards"

I then peid the best tribute I could to this kindly,
Christian man and called attention to the fact that this fiftieth

anniversary of the game of basketball has deep significance.

I spoke last year at licFPherson, Kansas, to the Re-
bounders Club, a group of devotees and enthusiasts boosting
basketball at licPherson, I gave as my opinion the secret of
our defeating Southern California for the Western N.C.Aeite
championship. After I had spoken a practicing physician there,
e Kansas alumnus, came up to me and said, "Say, Fhog allen,

did you ever give that talk to the students of the University
of Kansas?" And I said, "No, sir, I never have." He said,
"Do something for me, will you? Give them that talk at the

first opportunity.”

I have turned it over in my mind for a year, and when
the opportunity presented itself I thought 1 would try it out.
I said to the students that yvouth is always first to catech the
deep currents of human tides and emotionse. Ior the sake of

brevity I will quote the following part of my speech.

"About six years ago when the State Board of Regents
were of the opinion that the football team was not winning enough
games they made a change in the Athletic Association and elected



Gwinn Henry as Director of Athletics and placed me in charge of
Physical Education. Of course, this was a demotion. Apparently

I had failed to get the winning team for the University that the
Regents desired.

"Some two months after January when this change
happened, I received a phone call from Chicago offering me nearly
double the money that I had drawn at the University of Kensas. I
received the phone call while I was shaving upstairs. Coming
down into the breakfast room I said to Mrs. Allen, "I believe I
em going to take that job." I remembered that for several years
I had averaged seventeen hours a day, working, coaching football,
basketball, promoting drives, building the stadium, founding the
Kansas Relays, and thousands of other jobs., I said, "I guess I

am fed up. I have had too much of it, and I believe I will take
that J@bta

"You know, husbands have a way of letting down their
hair at times at the breakfast table and when I made this state-
ment a young black-haired freshman said to me, "Well, Dad, Mit

played three years on your team and somehow I had always hoped

that I would have an opportunity to play on your team. I guess
I won't now, will I?"

My subject at the Rebounders Club was - "when a son
asks for bread would his father give him a stone?"

"When this youngster asked that gquestion I turned

abruptly and said, "It's settled, Bob. I am going to coach
basketball here until you get through college.”

"We were riding on the train coming back from Oklahoma
end in fourth place in 1940, Englemen and Kline and other Kansas
boys were jollying each other about the coming state tournament
which was to be held in lopeka, and these boys were bantering
each other about their high school teams, Finally Engleman said,
"All right, we'll see you in Topeka, Kline., We'll see how good
Hutehinson is without the Mitchell boys."™ Bob Allen sat across
the aisle studying his chemistry, and looking up from his book,
said, "All right, you guys, none of us are going to be in Tepeka..
We're going to be in Kansas City at the N.C.A.A. tournament.,”

"That remark was a direct challenge to me. I had given
up thinking of even winning a championship that year because the
boys were not big and tough enough and they made too many mistakes,
but when that was said to me I said to myself, "Phog Allen, you
haven't been coaching that team. You're going to get to work."

I made up my mind that if the Kansas basketball team didn't get















































































