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December 12, 1940

Mrs Olsin, sending hin and Nr. St. Clair, the other member of
~ our Commitiee, & copy of my correspondence with Major Griffith,
m Jecent B I ruﬁwd & sopy of a mm that lir, Olsen m'h

Imtmmmlwmﬂahmam
to lir. Olsen, This shows tha* the tournmaments in Kansas City, the

Western and the lational, which we mmind. made & net pﬂﬁf-
” ‘3,@36?00 |

Director of Physical Rducation and Roemtiu
Varsity mmun Coach




November 18, 1940

Mre. Harold G. Olsen

Department of Physical Education
Ohio State University

Columbus, Ohio

Dear Qle:

I had hoped that you and I could get together between now and one
of the Thanksgivings, but I believe that is impossible so I will endeavor %o

put on paper what I discussed with you over the phone when I was in Chicagoe.

I dropped into Major Griffith!s office and he asked me to the
Wailing Wall Luncheon, which was Monday noon. He also asked me to come in and
spend some time with him. Then he got out his papers and showed me he had
money to the amount of $8,269.1l1l, and he wanted to know if I would tell him
how the money should be distributed; that they were quite anxious that the
money be sent to the colleges. He said if I would give his secretary the
method of distribution, he would see that the money was sent out. He asked,
"Or do you want to send it out?™ I insisted that the checks should be written

and disbursed by hime. I suggested that they all be made out to the Athletic
Association of the various schools and universities interested.

Then we tried to arrive at the amount. We deducted $2500 from the
$8269.11, which left $5769.11. Then we divided this $5769.11 in half, giving
the NCAA 50%; which left $2884.56 for distribution in 14 parts. Indiana and
Kansas to receive 3/14, Southern Calif'ornia and Duquesne to receive 2/14 ’

and Colorado, Springfield, Massachuetts Collgge, Rice Institute and Kentucky
Teachers to receive 1/14.

Then I tried to figure out where the remaining money was and I
figured that if you had $9612.12 as shown on your report, that you had perhaps
taken 10% of $9512.12 and withheld that, which would be $951.21. Deducting

the 10% from $9512.12 would leave a balance of $8560.91e There would still
be a discrepancy of $291.80.

Your telephone message explained the situation to me. I went back
to Major Griffith's secretary and stated that I thought it would be better if
they could get the definite report from you, and of course, I realize that I
was the very individual holding it up, but I was holding it up because I could
notfind this fellow Smith in his office. Tomorrow, Tuesday, I am going to
go down to the City and make this settlement, then on Wednesday I will send
you what remaining money there is with a check and a report.

Ole, here is what I frankly think. I believe if you and I could sit
down with Major Griffith and tell him that the 10% cut and the 5 0% cut is too much,
he made me definitely understand that they would make the asdjustment in the way we
feel would be just and honest. There are just a few men running the NCAA end
I know the rest of them would go alonge. After our "Custer's Lest Stand" &n the
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room with those NCAA people I was not going to rise and bicker over the 10%,
but I know that we can get a fair settlement and it certainly is not right for
them to take 1l0% first and then take 50%. I will not quarrel and it would have
been out of place for any voice to have been raised at that meeting. DBut the
feet that Major Griffith wrote you and stated that the findings were as those
set forth in the letter; namely, that no hotel and traveling expenses would be
allowed them, showed me conc¢lusively that they were all mixed upe.

Therefore, I think very definitely, befor this money is distributed
that we should have a meeting and I am sure Major Griffith will go along with

us because we have & set-up wherein we will make the NCAA a lot of money, if
they do not "kill the goose that lays the golden egg." '

Major Griffith said to me, "Phog, do you think the boys will be
satisfied with such & settlement as this?™ And the interesting part of it was,
Ole, thet he was not clear on the settlement and he continued, "Well, FPhog,
if they are not, you and Ole and Saint and some of us will get together and
we will meke it right." He stated that the difficulty with a lot of these
fellows is thet when they make money they want to spend it all. He spoke
about Butch Cowell, who passed away last year. He stated that Butch was a
good fellow but he was Chairman of the NCAA Boxing Committee and these members
would want to have about three meetings & year and spend a lot of money while
they were in session, but the meetings were too often and too expensive.

I said, "Well, Major Griffith, that is not true in regard to our meetings; ”
and he hastily agreed.

I told Major Griffith that we had been as conservative on our expen-
ditures as if we had been handling University money, Itold him of some of the
expenses that were too large and that we refused to approve them, and we made
nobody angry. I mentioned the fact that I got letters from you and we presented
them in such a way, without using the officers names, and we told them the Com-
mittee would not epprove such expense accounts. I stated the business manager
had perfect confidence in what we hed done, and further that President Uwens
had attended the finals and complimented bhe Committee most highly in the col-
legiate atmosphere which the Tournament seemed to possess.

J just know, Ole, that inasmuch as the NCAA Executive Committee set-up
is not clear and inasmuch as we are making an agreement to last for NCAA
Basketball teams to follow, I still believe that we could benefit by meeting
with Major Griffith and getting an agreement; namely, 50% of their net with
the NCAA without this first 10% out.

Kansas is to play Loyola in Chicago on January 2. I am wondering if
there is any waey that we could meet with you and Major Griffith that date, or
will he be back from the New York Meeting? Will you please find out and let
me now? I imagine you will be busy but thought perhaps I would teke a fling
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at this. The only other alternative is a meeting before Christmas. Our
Christmas recess begins on December 20, Would it be possible to meet you
in Chicago and discuss with Major Griffith this problem about that time,.

I think it is very worthwhile, Ole, because what little we spend on a trip
like that will be made back many fold to the teams in the prorations.

Please let me hear from you at your early convience.

Sincerely yours,

Director of Physical Education and Recreation
Varsity Basketball Coach
FCA:lg



lMre HeGe Olsen
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio

Dear Oles

I beg to accept receipt of your wire of the 18th instant
reading as follows: "Please hurry final report if at all possiblee”

Ole, I want to assure ymn. that I am even more anxious than

you are to get this thing cleared upe I have ocalled and endeavored to

-

make appointments with Smith, the printer who printed our programs,
and he has either been out of town or something has thwarted my move
every time I have made an attempt to settle the bill, Frankly, I feel
as 1f we are going to have bad luck on the proposi tion, but last week
1 got hold of his secretary and she stated he would be in town Tuesday
morning, November 19 Therefore, as soon as my 10:30 class is over, I
em leaving for Kensas City to keep this appointmente &

‘ We are not having any luck in our collections, so I am going

to put in these bills as uncollectable, so far as my report is concerned,
And tomorrow when I pay this fellow I will follow with & report on
Wednesday and send you what money we have on hand énd oall the matter

, ~If it had hot been for this hangenail, we would have closed

the toumament business a long time ago and been rid of the very difficult
sitvation, However, had we closed earlier than a month ago, we would

have an old bill to settle to the Kansas City Jourmal, This is one of

the newspapers that Bowles gave the advertising to and they charged it to
To use And then, not being to collect from him, they

. statement and wanted to lkmow if there was any way they could
collect the bille This being the first that I had heard of it, I asked
them to mail me the bill and I sent them a cheoks So I &m sure now there
are no outstanding bills. I believe if I were you I would try to hold back
this whole amount for emergencies, but that is up to youe Bl

I am so sorry, Ole, that my teaching schedule and my basketball
practice have been such that it has ham~stringed me and prevented me from
- getting eway any one full day in any weeke I had October basketball practice
due to the faet that I lost most of my regulars and I thought that I would
start out on fundamentals and try to develop a bunch of youngsters into &




-

group of ball handlers. On lMondays, Wednesdays, and PFridays I have classes

at 9:30 and 11:30. On Tuesdays and Thursdays I have a class at 9:30
Therefore, it made it very difficult for me to drive to Kansas City
and get back in time for 5:50 basketball practices Then, too, I
had complete charge of the Community Chest driw of lawrence so far
a8 the entire University was concerned, and we had & YeMeCels
drive on here and I was stuck with that, So I hsn been busier than
tho pmﬂfhm "one-armed paper hanger with the itohe"

8 gmm that there will be no such hang-nails attached to
tha next tournament that I have enything to do wi’sh.

o s Very truly yours,

Direotor of Phyniml Ednmtim and Roamﬂm
Vmity Bakcthll ceuh

FCAslgimln
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December 5, 1940

Major John L. Griffith
Hotel Sherman

Chicago, Illinois
Dear Major:

I have just sent on to Jim Ste. Clair, Chairmen of the National
Collegiate Basketball Rules Committee, the final report for the 1940
N.C.A.A. Basketball Tourmament. Jim will sign this report in accordance

with N.C.A.A. regulations and will forward it on to you immediately, I
anm sSureoe.

This report shows a net profit for the whole tournament business,
1.6 Wiestern and Eastern play-offs and Final Game, of $9,522.55. I have
already sent you $8,000. Accordingly, I am sending you herewith another
check for $1,222.56. I feel that I should retain here in the Tournament
checking account $300 for the 1941 tournament promotion.

Now with respect to the division of this money. I gathered from
"Phog" Allen's letter, after his conversation with you, that you had agreed
that our method of procedure this season should be ss follows: From the
total net profit of the 1940 tournament should be deducted the 1939 deficit
which the N.C.A.A. made good, i.e. $9,522.56 minus $2500 which leaves
$7,022.66. This amount should be divided in two parts~ one half, $3,511.27
to go to the N.C.A.A.y the other half to be divided in accordance with the
plan agreed upon among the competing teams of the 1940 tournament and to be
handled as follows: $3,511.27 divided into fourteen equal parts; Indiana
and Kansas to receive three~fourteenths each, § 752.40; Southern California
and Duquesne to receive two-fourteenths each, $501.60; Colorado, Springfield

(Mass.) College, Rice Institute and Kentuecky ( Western) State Te=chers 001lege
one=fourteenth each, or $250.80.

I am sure everybody on the committee is agreed that you as secretary
and treasurer of the N.C.A.A. should write these checks and explain that this
is their "cut" in the 1940 tournament in accordance with the action of the
NeCeAJA. Executive Committees I have no doubt that such a distribution to
the competing schools will be very well received by them and that this action
on the part of the N.C.A.A. will go a long way toward solidifying good feeling
in respect to future tournaments.

Dr. Allen will forward direct to you all the data, cancelled checks,
receipts, etc., supporting the report of the Western play-off and the Final
Game, and I will send on to you shortly the data which I have as a basis for
this final report.

Sometime ago you mentioned that you would like to have a statement
of the results of the 1940 Tournament. There is a complete record of the
Tournement in the 1940~-41 edition of the Official Basketball Guide. It seems
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that a copy of that on file would give you all the information you
want in this connection. |

I hope to see you even before you get this letter, but at
any rate I am happy to be able to get the final report out of the way
and into your hands.

Very sincerely yours,

He Go Olsen

Chairman, N.C.A.A. Basketball
HGO: M Tournament Committee
Enc. (check)

Copies to: J. We Ste Clair
Dre Fo Coe Allen
We Be Owens



December 7, 1940

Mre. Harold G. Olsen
Cheirman, N.C.A.A. Basketball

Tournament Committee
Ohio State University
Columbus, QOhio

Dear Qle:

I acknowledge receipt of the carbon copy of
your letter to Major Griffith. I think your letter was
very good.

Of course, Major Griffith did not say that
he would agree to what I set out, but he did say that
if the agreement is not satisfactory that we would all
get together and make it so. I am hoping that he will
agree.

I will be glad to send Major Griffith the rest
of the supporting data and I imagine that you will send
him the checks and other material that I sent you.

Sincerely yours,

Director of Physical Education and Recreation
Varsity Basketball Coach
FCA:lg
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NeCoAoAo BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
1940

zial Statement

CASH RECEIPTS
Mare 22 Ticket Sales $7845,.,29

lMare 23 Ticket Sales 5874 ¢33

Mare. 30 Ticket Sales 8509 .03

Total receipts from sale of tickets $22,228,65

Progranm Sales

600,90

Total Cash Receipts Qtuotccoauttﬂt'técato;;t.totctQQQO ‘325829055
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Executive Committee
Natiomal Collegiate xmcm lumhm
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