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February 21, 1946

Lt Robert A, Cook

Ground Training Unit, O«T
Second Air Force Headquarters
Colorado Springs, Colorado,

Dear Eob:

We are getting ready to leave for the University of Missouri today at

L

concerning "how to enjoy basketball®,

noon and so I will not have much time to give you the benefit of my reactions

Ine first thing I would say is that naturally the individual spectator
watches the ball too muche To enjoy the finer points of the game he should watech
the pattern of play of the offense and of the defenses I think that is the common
fault of even the -officials who work the game, The umpire naturally should watch
the back court and also the feet of the too often travelling players, but both
officials, generally speaking, together with 95 percent of the spectators, watch

the progress of the ball, This is perfectly natural, however, It is difficult to
do otherwige, ' ' |

- Naturally, my next statement is going to be a eriticism of the Rukes
Committee in eliminating the eenter jump, I have just finished an article for an
eastern megazine pointing out this fault, Jim Barry of U.S8.C., John Bunn of Stene
ford, Gob Koegon of Notre Dame, lHarold Olson of Ohio State, and a lot of other false
prophets stated, "Eliminate the center jump and vou will run the taller goons out
of basketball,” I maintained then and I still maintain that games are won or lost
on the rebounds of the offensive and the defensive basket, Therefore, when the Rules

Committee eliminated the tip-off, or the center jump, they inaugurated an histerical,
hockeyiged-shuttle basketball imbroglio, '

The game now is too fast and desperate for ccordinative play. The spectators
now become so excited with the haremescarem milling of the players and it is too fast
for two officials to work the game, Basketball is now much after the manner of a
ballyhooed fake wrestling bout. Please do not misunderstand re thet I think basket-
ball is a fake as is wrestling, but the result is the same, The wrestling promoters |
kmow that if the spectators were left to their sane judgment during an orderly
wrestling bout, they would go once or twice and soon the attendance would fall off,
However, the wise promoter knows the thing to do is to meke the public excited; there-
fore, they have put in some eye gouging, strangling, fisticuffed rough house tactics,
and many other things that they think the publie will get excited about. The promoters

even have policemen rush into the ring at times when the wrestlers have slugged the
referees All of this, of course, is a fake but it gets the crowd,

- Now basketball has this common attraction, namely, that the game is so fast
end furious and the fundementals are so poor in this fast moving eircus that the ball
flies hither and yon, going out of bounds meny times in the consequent changing of hands.
Coaches, most of them, do not teach good fundamentals of defense. Everything is all
out on the offense and patterns of play which once existed are now practically extinect..



Lt. Robert A. Cook " ol ‘ February 21, 1946

#

Of course, the people who are at fault in thig thing are the people who
eliminated the center tap. In this article that I wrote for this magazine I sug-
gested a rotation of the center jump comparable to the batting order in baseball,
Every man on the team would jump for the tipe-off exactly the same number of times.
It would be just as easy to administer the rotating center jump as it would be to
enforce thée batting order in baseball, Each coach would give the line-up to the
score keeper with the jumping order of the players., Should any player jump out of . '
order a technical foul would be assessed against the offending players. The coaches,
of course, would teach the players to jump in order and the pame officiels would not
be hampered unduly by this rule any more than any other rule in the book.

The game is in need of a breathing spell for both pltyei's and spectators,
This proposed new rotating eenter jump tip-off play would supply the necessary inter-
1lude so important to the jaded merves of both spectators and players under. the present

fire wagon geme., Time, of course, would be out while the ball is being brought to
" the center circle for the tape -

| Philosophically speaking, this wild game will run its course and then new
rules of some sort and a new pattern of play will follow, Change is eternal and
we will have it, but nowwe have nobody on the Research Committee, that I know of, who
is researching unselfishly for the good of the geme, Most of the coaches, that I know
of, who are on the Rules Committee are searching and researching for that seven=foot
basketball player, rather than to find the answers to many of the game's perplexing
| problems. - “ ' : '

I wish thet I could write more and give you more date on the subject about
which you expect to write, but I personally believe that the Rules Commitltee are
responsible for a barnacle on the game, Remember this, the Rules Committee did not
make the popularity of the game, the originator, Dr. Naismith, is responsible for
this because his brain child incorporated all the finer points of the game. The
Rules Committee members in their confusion to do something about a low tem=foot basket
have groped aimlessly in the dark and they have come up with some poor suggestions.

I would not be surprised if they do not stumble repeatedly. They are still like the
Meyor of Norwey during the ware--they are confused. ' '

Sincerely,

- Director of Physiecal Education,
FCA::I'F ' Varsity Basketball Coach.



18 February 1946

r, Forrest T, Allen.
Basketball Coach,
University of Kansas.

Lawrence, Kansas,
Dear Coach:

~ Your penalty for always being so generous and quick with your
responses to requests for basketball information is another request,

While sitting around here waiting for seperation and my return
to Indiana University as director of sports publicity, I'm trying to help
Branc h McCracken get together a story on "How to Enjoy Basketball® for
one of the magazines, -

I had the feeling the story could be embellished richly by
having a brief statement from some of you basketball veterans, In
order words, where do you think the average fan misses the boat? What
should he look for that he doesn't to get more for his money?

With that ball club of yours rolling like it ise it doesn't
need any work, So sit down and knock out a paragraph for us--that's
what you get for leading'all these polls as the country's leading baske-
etball coach, Seriously, I will appreciate it immensely. It doesn't
have to be long or involved. Just a couple of pertinent tips on hov: the
fan can increase his engoymnt of the g&m.

I hope you will say hello to Ray Evans for mees too, Ve all
certainly thought highly of him around here, You once listed him on your
all-time l-Merica list for mey @8nd after seeing him I can understand whye.

‘9’({0" Best ’gélshes for a bangup flmsh and taéks kindly.,

"

Tes RHobert A, Cook ‘
Ground Training Unit, O-T,
Second Air Force ‘Ha.

Colorado Sprlngs. Colo.

&




December 1, 1945,

Mr. BEd Condon,
4133-27 Ave. 39..
Mimmeapolis 6, Minn,

I am very happy to receive your letter of November 25. Very often we
are misquoted. I always remewber what I say, and frankly, I was told by
Knute Roclkne in a friendly conversation that he had everything falrly
comfortable for himself at Notre Dame. He said that he had forty big
Catholics in the United States esch of whom endowed fowr scholarships
a year at $100,00 & month for twelve months. The paper quoted me as
saying four hundred, which was erroneous. Conrad Meann, of Kensas City,
was one of the outstanding Catholics in Kansas. I laeéew of his mtivit ies

in supplying these boys scholarships.

RmmmnvaMdeMIhadmemm-uhmh
with him and was at Canp Sheridan with him in 1917 and 1918 when the

athletic directors were in the Amay at the Army Student Training Progranm
at Camp Sheridan. I have been with lir. Rockne upon & number of occasions
and he and 1 were very good friends. 1 was not attacking lir. Rockne, and

am sorry that you took it that WEY o

The point that I was making was that where boys were subsidized with

scholarships it is perfectly all right if they are openly arrived at.
Then the athletic situati on would be a lot better off. IMir. Faurot and

I did not agree on our viewpoints at all. And I did not say that there
were players on the Kansas football team which were not subsidigzed, I
do not of any, but doubtless there are soms.

I have aomtm}y asked for a oczar of intercollegiate sports comparable
' position in organized baseball before he passed awaey.
I hn.w no idea of quarrelling with you and I am sorry that you have taken
the position that you lww. All I have ever asled for is that every oon-
ference have rules that are enforoed, which is not being done in any
collegiate conference in the United States. I am sure that you are ape
praised of that fact, I am sure I would have made & very poor preacher,
but I do know what goes on in MMollegiwh athletiocs,

Sincerely yours,

Director of Physical Education,
FCA: AH Varsity Basketball Coach.
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- ke d‘[eazpy Chemicals N\ RawPaintliaterials
S iy - Oegetable Ouls Naval Stores

FERDI‘NAN‘D-HAU-CK, 5 ' - | ' |
| i e Bl e 507-517 NORTH MONTGALL AVE.(AT GUINOTTE)

i | M.J.HAMMOND,
SECRETARY

| P.O.STATION F -

June 26,19
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Ko ue '~ We are now zble to supply requirements of
intended for use of Swimming '
| John W' ley Jone:
from their Indi
‘f Plus a deposit of $20,00 for the cy

~ 4s allowed from date of shipment, C
to a rental charge of 50¢

| e which shipment has been made,

‘Por the time being, we are offeri
ﬁ. nly, but at a later date, hope to be
: 'or other industrial uses _ .
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

June 17, 1946

Mr. Fe Co Allen
Director of Physical Education
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Allen:

In reply to your letter of June 14, Mr.
Crisler is out of town and will not return until

about July 10.

Enclosed herewith are application blanks
which you may fill out and return to Mr. Crisler.
I am sure that he will be glad to take care of
your request,

Sincerely yours

Zrma Bentley

Secretary to Mr. Crisler
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FOOTBALL SCHEDULE CARD-

&

HOME GAMES ‘ -

Reserved § ¥ie;
Seats
Sept- 28 INoonG ol $3.00
EE: o O O s e 308
Ot~ F2 - AW i S 4.00
Oct. 19 Northwestern .......... 3.00
et - 26 - Winois o= ... .. 3.00
Nov. 9 Michigan State ........ 3.00
o L6 - WISCONSID: tiiicosoives 3.00

Season Tickets (7 Home Games) ..........

Orders for Season Tickets received by August |
will be given priority over applications for tick-
ets to individual games.

@
GAMES AWAY
Nov. 2 Minnesota at Minneapolis........ $3.00
INaY.... 23 = 0Ohie State at Columbus.......... 3.0
(All prices include Tax)
@

Orders should be accompanied by remittance in

full, including postage and insurance (20c for

each individual game or 30c for season orders)

payable to H. O. CRISLER, DIRECTOR. Mail

orders to H. O. Crisler, Director, Ferry Field,
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Tickets are not returnable and no refunds will be made

(Kick-off—all games—2:00 o’clock)












|Cress Cops Top
HOﬂOTS N AAU s
Gymnashc Meet |

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS
DALLAS, April 28.—Lt. John

| Cress, former national intercol-
| legiate champion representing
. [the San Antonio Y.M.CA,
* |romped off with major honors |

.....
L
lllll
L
'''''
LI O
-----

@ | Saturday night in the South-
| western A.A.A. gymnastic cham-
pionships, in which 65 entries| -
competed here. :
Cress won the all-round cham-| ¢
pionship and the senior title on
| the horizontal bars ahd the fly-

in rln S. Bri
g g o

| Paul Chapman of the Dallas | Be
Athletic Club won the senior|*
uinbli'ng 1championship and
| Skippy Browning of the DAC | &
?.I;l the trampollne cCrown. |

e| Other champions-crowned

.. | were Beverly Newby, D.A.C, |
s]'junior girls’ tumbling; Grace|
0| Buckley, Fort Worth recreation

department, senior girls’ tumb-
| ling; Frank Chapal, San Antonio
i|Y, junior division horizontal
| bars; Bill Willis, D.A.C., junior
| flying rings, and Frank Stran-
sky, Dallas Sokol Club, side|f

horse open competition.

w2



















April 10, 1946

- Nre Es¢ Me Chestnut, Principal

Beloit High School
Beloit,_Kansaa‘

Dear Principal Chesnut:

Your letter of PFebruary 23 has had to remain
unanswered until basketball aaaaon was over and I must apologize for
thiﬂ situation.

Ie ppraoiafe very much your attitude toward the ticket

situation for the Iowa State game, We are very disconcerted over

' that same situation on many of ocur gemes, particularly, as it later .
developed, the Cxlahoma A & M geame, to which so many people failed
to secure tickets, It is my hope that we may have a field house here
at Kansas in the near future to alleviate that situation.

| I also want to thank you for your cqngratulatidna
on our former vietories, Your attitude end loyalty is one which
deserves comrendation, ' ~ -

| I am not sure, but I think that Kendas did have a
-roprosentative at the Beloit Regional Taurnammt. . -

Hoping to have the opportunity of aoeing you
personally soon, I am |

Sincerely yours,

Director of Physical Education,
Varsity Basketball Coach.




- s - y | ! ) T
S L g el
. b Sl _"."1 15_?- —rt ‘l‘il 55‘ rlL I 1 . -?f_i.-. =
- ."".'r - = ; = -Fjl_-'_;fl - i “. .. lrll_

| e et ot i | i
:I_ _ | _.f. F-.'-i'.. ' - r- 3 .J... ' -]._ ' — J --I -F __--.- & 1— =

i

COMMERCE
MUSIC

L L [
& ol
1 ! »
i i F
i >
¥ =
& ¥ e Tl
i .
o [
- ]
M
"B
Yy | o g

—

[y T I.._. I-

|
a4

- Vi,

E N R
‘I ! i ’ I_:'

i -

—
e | 4,
L

w
=
‘.1‘
&
L]
] 'n.i:,'l
1|I [ -|I"-.

=iy,

ES
-

i
|r-
L

f o

e e
-
5 L 1':?

}

Mr. F. C. Allen s - .
Lawrence, Kansas | _ 4 o

- Dear friend "Phog" e e . g |

"

I recelved your letter and also the one from Mr, Falkens)
5 in answer to my inquiry and request for tickets to the Lowa S'
S - game., 1 greatly appreciate the consideration which my reques
3 received, Because of the regular duties, other matters ‘which
Lo have arlsen since that time, and the fact that only standing
room was available, we will have to miss the game.,

e o I wish on this occasion as I have on many previous ocoast'
e that the games could be put on’ the alr end that K., F. K, U, hal
s more power, We can't get that station here except with a very

. good recelver and even then conditions must be just right. b

af L] ) L ‘lnl

g Here g hoping that you can w1n both o' the games next weck and
e SR 1nt9 the N, C. A, A, tournament by teking care of the Oklahoma
il Aggies, 1 um.presumlng thet would be the procedure, I am_planme*
U e to be in Kansas City for that tournament, - & ' ;;f

S

- Sl
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T
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j
"
F

; _ L .~ We won't have too many good boys at the Beloit Reglonal\T.

b ment, March 6, 7, 8, 9;-but I would be pleased if some represen ;a_
ey of the*“. W Ath letlc Department would pay us a visit., We are @ =
o | expecting to have a good tournament, g g ;;;;Q

S E ' ' Most sincerely yours, S

i i : i ' | / . _ : : YAl dila

i
P %

P e a0 . . . M. Chestnut, Principal o

s e ¢ id - Beloit High School * e
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