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Horeh 2%, 1078

Pbe, ¥, C, Allen
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr, Allen:

Pleacse accept our congratulations at this late date on
another of vour marvelous basketball seasons, Ve had heard
that vou d4id not have'the best of material to work with yet
vou produce regardless of material and opposition, The well
xnown "wolves" must have died a hard death,

Your letters of congratulation have been greatly
appreciated, The past indoor season has been a fairly easy
one, I only hove I can be in the same condition for the out-
door season,

Right now I am hard at work on my thesis, 1t looks as
"though it will keep me going from now until June, With my
office work and the running I'm trying to do I'think i B
have to borrow some time from someplace,

To-night I'm leaving for the west, I'll compete 1n
Cleveland and Chicago this Friday and Saturday then Portland,
Oregon the following Friday, This trip affords me the chance

to visit my folks who are now living in ldaho,




Serry that I will not get to you at the Kansas Relays,

T had looked forward to seeing vou:then, You're a part of

the institution and it won't be cquite complete without you,

Begt wishes for a successful coaches meeting,

olnecere
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i PLEASE TYPEWRITE REPORT
DAI‘lA SHEET FOR 1938 EDITION CONVERSE BASKETBALL YEAR BOOK No.

Fill in completely, sign and return to Converse Rubber Company, Malden, Massachusetts
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CHAMPIONSHIP WON (Please give official title of most important championship won).
1. BIG SIX CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP

GENERAL REPORT OF THE SEASON

(Please write below a 50 word sketch of any interesting faets about your team, individual players, or particular ga.mes It enables us to give your team

proper credit for the season’s record.)

THIS SPACE MUST BE FILLED IN

THE SEASON’S SCORES
Indicate Tournament Games with an (¥*) |
SCHEDULE Opponents Your | SCHEDULE Opponents Your
(opponents) score ~ score (opponents) | score score
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INDEVIDUAS TEVNS. RS FINAL LEAGUE STANDING. TOTAL POINTS ECOBED| ; g i

1. 2. 3. Games Won !3 Lost __“  _ Tied

TO THE COACH OR MANAGER

How many of your first string players were Converse equipped?________Names of other makes used

. . (We would like your frank comparison of Converse shoes with any
How did they compare with Converse? others you may have tried, as to wear, traction, fit and comfort)

Signature and Title of person furnishing information (Important this be signed)
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CONVERSE BASKETBALL YEAR BOOK
for 1937-1938 Season

DATA SHEET

Read Instructions Printed Below to Assure

Your Team a Place in the 1938 Edition

Malden, Mass.
Dear Coach:

We are reserving space for your team's photograph and
playing record of the 1937-1938 season in the Converse Basketball
Year Book. The space doesn't cost you a penny--you are not placed
under the slightest obligation--and the publlclty'you.get should
prove of real help to you.

It is possible to include in the Year Book the records
and pictures of only a limited number of teams. In fairness 1o
every basketball coach, representation in the Year Book is governed
by the following conditions:

l., Playing data and team picture must be sent
in immediately after the close of the playing
season.

2. Pictures submitted must show majority of
players wearing Converse shoes.,

Let's have your co-operation--fill out the Data Sheet
NOW and return it to us AT ONCE with your team's best photograph.
Please send gloss finish photograph if possible.

All Data Sheets and pictures are numbered as received.
Assure yourself the best possible position in the 1938 Year Book by
sending your Data Sheet and photograph right after the close of

the season,

Cordially,
CONVERSE RUBBER COMPANY
Wallace R. Lord
Editor

READ CAREFULLY

How to Get Your Team Listed in the New Year Book
1. Fill out Data Sheet (see reverse side). Please return AT ONCE
2. Send GROUP PHOTOGRAPH of team. Glossy-finish photo preferred

3. Do not send reproductions from program or newspaper
4. Send photos FLAT adequately protected by cardboard
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CoNVERSE RUBBER COMPANY

Manufacturers ot Rubber Products

MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS, USA,

May L, 1938.

Coach Forrest Ce. Allen,
Unliversity of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Coach:

A few weeks ago we sent you a data sheet with the
request that you have this filled out and returned

together with a picture of your 1937-38 Basketball
Team so that we might include it in this year's
edition of the Converse Basketball Year Book. Not

having heard from you we are again taking this
opportunity to find out if you will be represented

this seasone.

In case the original data sheet was misplaced we
are enclosing another one together with a reply
card, which we would like to have you send Dby

return mail.

Trusting that you will be represented this year,
we are

Very truly yours,
CONVERSE RUBBER COMPANY

Year%t Ore

Encls.
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CONVERSE RUBBER COMPANY

]

UL

|

Manufacturers ol Rubber Products

MALDEN, MASBSSACHUSETLTLTS, U BA.

March 29, 1938

Dear Coach:

Preparation of the 1937-38 editlon of the Converse
Basketrall Yearbock is now under way, and we would
1ike to include the picture and record of your teame

This veer marks the seventeenth season the company
has published the Yearbook, and 1% will contain the
most complete information on nation-wide basketball

we have ever printed.

Being represented in the Yearbook incurs absolutely
. no obligation on your part, as the entire expense and
free distribution is assumed Dy us.

and for your convenience are enclosing a Data Sheet
to i1l out and send to us with the team photograph.

Will vou please sign the cnclosed post card sO weé may
plan our space reservatlons accordinglv. It requires

no postage.

Sincerely yours,
CONVERSE RUBBLR COMPANY

(/alloe LA

WRL:71AD Yocarbook kEditor
Enes.,
P.S. - If you didn't rececive last vear's Yearbook, we

will be glad to scnd one immediately.

We. Ra Lo



Af the Mvouity of Kansas we have been using a method of comparing
effectiveness of basketball teams. We use the term, "Kansas Offense Ratio",

which is the number of points a team scores to each point made by opponents.
lres We As Dill, Associate Professor of Journalism and Director of the News

Bureau, at the Ihiﬁraity of Kansas, has devised this system of rating baskete

ball teams,

The "Kansas Offense Ratio" is in 8ffect a combining of offense and

def'ense effectiveness of a team. For example, in the Big Six season Jjust '

closed the best offense was shown by Oklahoma, with a total of 456 scores in
ten conference games. Kansas had only 408 points, and Nebraska, last year's
co=champion, had 388, While Oklahoma was running up its score totals by
rapid-fire play, opponents likewise were scoring, amassing a total of 401,

In the meantime, Kansas was holding its opponents, including the fiery Oklae
homans, to a total of 329 points. Kansas' moderate offense coupled with strong
defense gave the Jayhawkors the championship (their 20th in 31 years of cone
ference competition), and Oklahoma took second place.

When the "Kansas Offense Ratio" is applied to these figures it
appears that Kansas scored 1,240 points for each one an opponent scored,

while Oklahoma was making a ratio of 1.112, These ratios, substantially une
changed, had prevailed throughout the seasom « at least after several games
had been played, sufficient to "give an average". The relationship between
the offense ratio and conference standing is shown in the following sumary

of the 1938 season in the Big 8ix:



In general, the offense ratio is & pretty fair index of how a
team is going to figure in the team standings (om basis of gemes won)e. Howe
ever, the relationship is not certain, as in 1934, Oklahoma had a splendid
offense ratio « next highest ¢o Kansas' ratio of 1936 « but the Soomers lost
some narrow margin games, and then won by wide margins, as Oklahoma 68~Kansas
State 21, and Oklahoma 53<Nebraska 23. These fattened the offense ratio
out of proportion to the number of games wone

In the main, however, the offense ratioc drops much in the same
rate as the drop in team standing, and therefore the offense ratio can be
taken fairly early in the season, as a basis for predicting team strength.

One or two games, of course, are not enough to indicate a trend.




Basketball Records 15
COMPOSITE SCORES—BIG SIX—1929-1937 Total

Ia.St. Kan. K.S.C. Mo. Neb. Okla. Gs. Op.
GPts. GPts. GPts. G.Pts. GPts. G.Pts. lost Pts.

Ia. St. 14-588 10-552 12-529 13-628 10-598 59-2895
Kan. 4-444 2-543 9-499 5-492 6-565 26-2543
K S C 8-544 18-710 9-657 11-641 15-717 61-3269
Mo. 6-487 11-556 11-610 8-558 11-630 47-2841
Neb. 5-516 13-595 7-603 10-543 10-628 45-2885
Okla. 8-568 14-691 5-592 9-607 8-623 44-3085
Gs wn 31- 10- 39- 49- 45- 52-  282-

Tl pts 2559 3140 2900 2835 2942 3138 17,014

Summary Offense
W. L. Pect. Pts. OpPts. Gm.Ave. ||Ratio Ch
Kan. 70 26 729 3140 2543 32.70-265 1235 6*
Ok. 52 44 542 3138 3085 32.7 -322 | 1017 | 1
Mo. 49 47 510 2835 2841 295 -296 998 1
Neb. 45 45 450 2942 2885 3269-321 1019 1*

KSC3 61 364 2900 3269 302 -341 837 0
Ia.St. 31 59 344 2559 2895 282 -322 88 1

*_Inc. 1 tie for championship. ||—Points to 1 for oppt.

Four conference teams played 17 practice or exhibition

games, which add to points and games, but do not greatly
affect percentages or averages. With the added games:

Kan. 80 30 .728 3554 2883 323-26-2 123 6*
Okla. 52 48 520 3236 3196 323-319 101 1
Mo. 52 50 509 2996 3024 29.3-29.6 - e
KSC 39 67 .368 3161 3565 29.8-33.6 884 0

Team Rankings
On offense—Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Kansas State,
Missouri, Iowa State.

On defense—Kansas, Missouri Nebraska, Oklahoma, Iowa
State, Kansas State.

On offense ratio—(Points to opponents’ 1) —Kansas, Ne-
braska, Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas State, Iowa State.




Major John Griffith,-
The Athletiec Journal,
OMMEO. ill. |

Dear Ir, Griffith,

_ e _ &n article on the rating of basketball teaus

by Mr. Robert D. ‘Efmii;hz G, Unlon College, in the ewrrent

issue of the Athletie Journal is of perticular interest at

the University of Xansas, for we have been using for several ye
flve or six, a method of compering effectiveness of besketball
teans, "o use the term "offense ratio,” which is the

number of points a team scores to each point made by opponents

s

ars,

_ The "offense ratio” is in effect 2 combining of
2 in the-

offense end defense effectiveness of » team, Tor example
Blg Six seascn just closed, the best offense was gshown by kKlahoma ,
with a total of 456 scores in-ten conference zomes. Kansas had
only 408 points, and “ebraske, last year's co-ghempions, had 388,
"hile Oklahoma was running up 1ts score totals by rapid-fire play,
opponents likewiss were scoring, amassing a total of 401, In the
~ meantime, Kansas was holding its opponents, ineluding the fiery
Oklahomans, to a total of 329 points, Kansas' moderate offense
coupled with strong defense gave the Jayhuwkers the champilonship
(thelr 20%th in 31 years of confersnce competition) and Oklahoma
took second plaoce, '

B e "hen the "offense ratio" i4 applied to these figures,
it appears that Kansas scored 1,240 points for esach one an opponent

scored, while OFlahoma was making a ratio of 1.112. These ratios
substantially unchanged, had prevailed throughout the seasone--at

least after several 8 had been pla’yad sufficlent to "give an
average.” The relationship between "offense ratio" and confore
summary of the 1938 season

enge stand is shown in the following
in the Bmi&z '
| Offense

A variation of the Kansas "off
A story or two from the University of Oklahom ast winte
Harold Kelth prepared stories showing the average score of games
~ blayed by each member of the conference and comparing the plus or
- minus adventage of each team over 1ts opponents, Thus,‘one team

averaged four points to the game more then its oppments, while A
” polnvs advantege per game, /

nse ratio” was used in
me the past winter when

another team averaged only 3.5
Where the average scores are somewhat similar, this
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is substantially aoamte, but if seores are dissimilar, the
"ratio" is more accurate. Obviously a team that has a two-point
advantage by averaze scoras of 20 to 18 1s superior to a team that
haala tvfoﬂpoint advantage in saeores 40 to 38 (to use extreme ex-
anples., ;

56111 a third method of rating teams by keeping a
datailed record of the performance of each player, from which a
composite of the team could be made, was worlked out by the departe
{versity of Xansas last winter,
port upon results was presented at the recent meeting of
the- Na’cional Assoclation of Basketball Coaches by Br. Forrest C. Al=-
len, chairmen of the physieal education department, mm basketball

mﬁ of physical education at the Un

coach at Kansaes, and member of the research comm tfes of the nation- S

al association., TFor’example, each player was eredited with 10
polnte for each score, 5 points for a free throw, 4 points tar an
"ageist"-~a good pasg to the player who rorthm{h gseored ; l point
for a good pass or catch; minus 2 for fumbling the ball; minus 4
~for a pass out of bounds; minus 8 for a persocnal foul; the net total
giving an evaluation of the player, thus serving as a means of
omparison with his fellow-players, snd team totals serving as &

mans of eomparing teans.

Further comparision of teams is possible by COm=
putation of percentages of attempits at goal that are good, both on
throws from the playing floor, &nd from free Llrows. 7or oxAme
ple, Dry, Allen reported to the coaches a study of ecoring 1in three
ﬁnal home conference Zanos, ﬁam are sms of m eom;?isc-nm '
iansas made 35,9 per cent af - attempts at goals; the W ng
tecams, 21,2 Dper cents ‘Kansas m&ae Muﬁ 1361‘ ﬁm‘ﬁ o

free throws; opponents 54.5. Seventy times, Kansas wver

ball on mbmm from 1‘53 own back board; opponenis mamma 51 tlﬁwm
Kansas recovered rebound from opponentis baok board 78 tires; op=-
r-‘!lr n‘bﬁ mmwm frm SWaANSas mnﬂ&ﬂ m&&
1023 good passes of the ball; opponents, 607,

balla were about even, but 'om percentege of scoring and r ecovery
of balls was reflected in the scoring: Ianses 139 points (and all
three gamea); opponents 102 points.

:

* back board 34 tima.
Fumbles and held

ABSSO0C, fmf; Jownalim and direﬁmr.
Kﬁ U‘ HGWB m&m

WAD
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BIG SIX CONFERENCE W

1929
W. L. ek - TP. D
Okla. 10 0 1.000 369 280 | ! 7’3
Mo. 7 3 700 363 299 | /.2’ "%
Neb. 5 5 500 334 330 | , 103
IowaS. 4 6 . 312 339 |_ 9 +© y
Kan. 2 8 200 283 320 L' &%
K8 ¢ 8§ . 312 405 . 770
1930
Mo. 8 2 800 326 247 | (-39
Ban: 7 2 283 254 | 1.1 ¥4
Neb. 6 4 39 3| OV
IowaS. 5 5 311 323 | .94,3
Kan.S. 4 6 305 330 .'q3Y
Okla. 010 . 253 348 s ,,7
193
Kan. 7 3 .700 326 252 1-7/‘1"{
Neb. 6 4 325 313 | /.038
Kan.S. 5 5 313 316 499
Mo. 0 9 236 244 946 ]
Okla. 3 7 257 330 ;
P
1932
Kan. 7 3 .700 316 264 | [« 19)
Okla. 6 4 600 308 283 | 1,0 %%
Mo. 6 4 600 252 244 | ,, o031V
Kan.S. 5 5 500 269 269 | 4, ooVY
IowaS. 4 6 .400 267 281 | 450
Neb. 2 8 200 274 345 _7q~/
1933
Kan. 8 2 .800 313 236 l=3fj(:)
Okla. 7 3 700 325 285 ! <3
Mo. 6 4 M0 315 M0 | e
K-an. S. 4 6 .400 281 312 3 ‘( 4
Neb. 3 7 300 304 312 a7
IowaS. 2 8 .200 232 326 T ¥

539
‘;.33 3 i
9
L)
BB
117>
L‘Lb‘o
. ?1{,
1 g1
412
. 350

| . (57]

. : .,-z.o‘1
Okla. 5 5 500 348 373 - 4§33,
Kan.S. 3 7 300 327 361 q05
IowaS. 3 7 300 277 368 EE

 Mo. 2 8 .200 287 360 14

f 1937 .
Kan. 8 2 .800 352 270 |+3 f
Neb. 8 2 800 378 304 h 295
Okla. 7 3 700 337 339 jpobs
KSC 5 5 500 385 372 1,235
Mo. 2 8 .200 MER
Jowa S. 0 10 .00

318 408 b ’)6]



Tn General---The offense ratio is a pretty fair index of how a team
is going to figure in the team standings (on basis of games won) However,
the relationship is not certain, as in 1934, Oklahoma had a splendid
offense ratio---next highest to Kansas'! ratio of 1936--- but the
Sooners lost some nabrddmargin games, and then'won.by'wide‘marginds, as the
Oklahoma 68, Kansas State 21, or the 53-23 over Nebraska. These
rattened the offense ratio out of proportion to the nymber of games won.

ITn the main, however, the offense ratio drops much in the same rate as
the drop in team standing, and therefore the offense ratio can be taken

fairly early in the season, as a basis for predieting team strength.

One or two games, of course, are not enough to indicate a trend, but
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md go to the w.mi
. per semcgter } W of Kemmase It is prestd

' “ If there is any tha ;
fore or after way that I can help you eithex bew
o s mmmormnmplmfmr:mtom

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely yours,













mmofhdum{ . _
The llational Basketball Conmittee at its ammuel rules session in
Chicago on April & and 6, 1938, extended the end lines & foet bohind the
~ basket instead of 2 feet as the rules were last yeare. This is an optiomal
change for those who desire to adopt it 1f their courts will poruite Scme
schools will move the basket 2 feet further in the court rather than to
MtuxzmoaMWﬁaMomemdm. This rule

should result in there being fewer out of bownd balls and it will also give

mmm,wzmnmm!mmoruwsm
boarde It was folt by many that corners should be cut off the 4 by 6 backe
board thereby pomitting many good shots at the basket by & player who
might bo in & position back of the baskboards The Netiomal Rules Camittes

muhdhmwlmmmﬂnm'hhenlhrmwman
mtmatwuwumfmnm.

rwm;mruummmmnmm
mmmmumuamym.mrmummww
meMthmmmrmmdhednnmthwpumm
of the balle mmm,umdmmuuuymmm
outarhlfofhh&vomurohﬁoﬁm‘hﬂy.butumuhomtho
.- B ‘Ifhouwm/rrn
throw 1ine ho is not in the ouber half of the circles”  The adoption of




_*Mbomumdumﬂghmuyhdpmmnmofmm.mdnmbmmm

e

bmmﬂmoffmiwmyerhnmdfrmlmmmﬂumothm
- idne, Brmmwwfmawplmrmmmummmm
nuhofﬁwfommmmm'nthﬁadq Wof
thorulombonwhodmmrm“uu‘ldﬁammboomuﬁuyh-
wmit,MBmmMmudmdwmemmmw-
hmroftheamhufeelmtmthorutmitﬁuhomunryhhau
.1zfmrmm1mmudoruemrmmum. The double
mw‘mmmm:elwo_woﬂofﬁmefmm'thrwlm!
-ndmofthemwwthtmmungmmmtbom
rule will bring bask many of the griefs that endured at it times
Timo Out: AlY college Veams may take five charged time out periods without a
penaltye There is also pormission gra unumwmu-
twoen the college teams o play the games in quarters. Coaches who desire
muﬂmﬁwﬁwohmdﬁmowpﬂmnymommw
poﬂod-tomm:ddiﬁmlﬁmoutoﬂmutmlw-
Substitution: situtions are not to be permitted in the interval following
;mmmmmmmmmofmmm.w
mnaubormooubfwinduryh-hmduhﬂd Itumnhpl,hmr.
-a,forcimrmtohhawmmtmrtm m:mhmﬁo
mwmmmmmmﬁmmmmmﬁm ‘

.8 283

would stop their fast breaks
p Balls 'mjmpmmthhpluoatlmtsufwtfmﬂmm
bwnm;thtis,th.jmphnmmpuedtothoctd.Am-Mm
now applies also to the endelines.,” This rule equalizes all held balds neer

the bowndary liue being brought in 6 foet fram either the end line or the
side.

S
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Divigion Line Rule: "Ifnphyerinmuuimofthohuh ¥ _
mmmmnﬂummmumhmimmmmmnm-
m«rmwmmmmemtomﬂ. If he dribbles the
‘hutruhbnokoom.tbmmmmulmgubu
_‘umm&-ﬂmmorhhmmm Ifhodribbluﬂwhllfrmﬁn
mmuumwmhmmmkuutumummm
m&ﬂluﬁulme,MuMymn ummamamamxatm-
ing or straddling the line, the foregoing spplics fu tho sane weys Under '
uumrmmms-mmmmmw. on the 1ino is in the baok
courts" mpmmmmmm-mmmmmmmw
mwmar&-pmwmdmhu. ' '
,W "ummummurmuﬁmmmwm
mundnpﬂﬁ.awmmofthoMI.WQWhofh
mmnmmsm;mummwumwumunm.
the goal cownts if made." m::-mmuﬁuﬁummrmnu ‘
'Mbdbyudm:nplmr Wmﬂﬂsmmem.

,Buoof‘mh mmmhxwmmnmmm-mumm
of the ball is to bo 20 inshese For older playors tho minimm oircunferense oone
times to be 29% inches. The maximum cirewnforence for all balls s to be 30
inohes instead of 30} inohess" It was felt that a smaller ball for youngsters
wﬂdmmmlimnng.. ' '
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MALDEN, MASSACRHUSETTS, U.SA.

May 25, 1938

Dr. Forrest C, Allen

Director of Physicsl Educatlon
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr., Allen:

Thanks very much for sending along the plcture of the
1937-38 basketball team, and also your very interesting
story on the Kansas Offense Ratio. We know that this
will prove very interesting to students of the game,

and you may count on it receiving good position in the
Yearbook.

Just had a letter from Chuck Taylor today, and he wanted

me to write and see if we could impose upon you for an
article regarding changes in the game, caused by the new
rules, the article to be about five hundred words in length.

Would like to know if it would be possible for you to
supply this, and if we could expect to receive 1t by June
16th. You have been very cooperative in the past, and

it has been greatly appreciated.

If you will let me know the sizes on two or three types
of either basketball or other kinds of athletic footwear
which you could use to good advantage, we would be mighty
pleased to send them along at once.

Very truly yours,
CONVERSE RUBBER COMPANY

WRL : MAD Yearbook L&di tor










1504 Parrish Avenue,
Owensboro, Kentucky
June 19th, 1938,
Mr. Forrest C. Allen,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Mr., Allen:

For almost one month the writer has been won-
déring why the great "Phog"Allen should send am auto-
graphed copy of "Better Basketball" to a humble student
of the game, My father returned recently from an ex-
tended road trip and told me the complete story. While
he was with Mr, and Mrs., Lee Hamilton, basketball tur-
ned up in the conversation and Dad said I had played
some and had been helped immeasurably by a book written
by "some man out in Kansas", You can imagine his suprise,

and mine too, when he found out Mrs, Hamilton was your
daughter,

Yes Sir, it will be exactly ten years this
coming Christmas since receiving My Basketball Bible,
and if you ever have cause for signed testimonials let
me state I have never read any book on sports which
deals more thoroughly with the subject than yours.

I sincerely thank you for your gift and remain,

Most sincerely yours,

(i?%aéa Z 1522;;’




