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Physical cducation was oﬁpebt*d to T CtifV'thB physical dlsabllltlos rovoalud in

that draft. Now cones the 1940—41 draft and the rejuctlon rate, accordlng to pre~
liminafy-surveys,appears to he aéhigh as 20 years ago! The cry'?s that physical
aducation has failed! And wé”mﬁst'admit that we laid.ourselves wide open for that

charge by claiming that phy31ca1 educatloq laws and_;hza;gal_Qinghllgn.glaﬁiia

propar could.allwv1afe the nhy91ca1 defects revealed in the flrs* draft. Thel

feature  article in the larch issue of the Fhysical Zducation Journal scems to be

written along that same vein, too.

The causcs
(for'1940réjéctions),accordimg to a report in the Army*ﬁcdicalBullotin,.arg in

order: teeth, cyes, ears, mental and nervous diseases, hoart, hernia, lungs,

}
£

eneral, nusculo-skeletal, and faet. mho flrst three, defective tceth, eycs, and
] |

cars comprisc 41% of the disqualifications! _,

Now what can physical-educafion nroper do to rectify these defects? Very
little. -Almost all thesc defoects must be remedied by medical treatment under the -
direction of medical pers;hnel.. Pérticiﬁaﬁion in physiéal educqpioq classes and .
in atﬁlétiéé*cért&inly isn't going todo*itl And i belicve it is true_to state
that 95% of our physical education courscs of inétruction actually qongistofq
activity peribﬁs. ‘ |

It may be within the province of instructional hygicno to initiate the cor-
recfion, and toﬁfblloW—up'on the corréction of_suéh‘defects. But how many schools
and how many'pHySical G&ﬁcators conduct a reﬁllffital,'aca&emic course in hygiene
which produces tangible'results? These rainy-day, hit-or-miss, oﬁe—déyap PﬁWuOk
suhstitute~for-activity-eclass fype of hygicne classeé a;gﬁhot‘cﬁly inﬁffectual !
but are a wastc of tgmqi

Physigal educators, in'ﬁy*humble oninion, have mad; a mistake to claim that
e physical cducation program in itself, can remedy the type of vhysical (morpho-
"ogical and organic) defects which cause rejection by the Army.
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