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HEADQUARTERS NINTH DIVISTON
Fort Bragg, North Carolina
Office of G=2

2 January 1940

Dr. F. C. Algen,
Director of Athleties
University of Kansas,

Friend Doector: +

Have just received your letter and was certaiﬁly glad
to get your answer. While you stated that you were enroute to New York, Etc,,

T envied you and watched the papers for game results but the locals dOr 't carry
them so I was disappointed.

The "guegt" codumn that I asked you for is still welcome
as, due to the holiday furlouahs, we did not deem it advissble to start the

series until after they had ended.

- Also, the start of our basketball leagues was postponed
until now, So, 1f you have time and will do it, a column on "How basketball

better prepares a soldier for hlS duty" or something like tha'b s, will be ®welcomed
and timely., OQur leagues stort

iRt KV

‘ "'" il*‘ 3 “ ‘ _. “ l " .

Please don't think I am uinsistent but on the other hand
am solietious because I really didn't know that "Doc Allen" ki was so widely

known until now., Many men down here, interested in basketball, mention your name

and Droudly I have shown them my autographed copy of "My Basketball Bible", which
I prize very highly,

S0 if you egn contribute, I sure will appreciate about
250, or more, as soon as it is convenient for you,

Chose your own topic, I know &t will be good and instruc-
tive. Also, it will add much prestige to my column, which will include Ed Wrey,

Welter Winchell, Kate Smith, Pegler, and several others. Yours will be the only
one on basketbally, I have one on all sports and most other professions.

Thanks for your letter, Doc, and T hope I "'TBR not asking
too much, T close with best wishes that your tmns are ever-victorious.

Sincerely.
/7
; gy
¢ Sgt. E., A, Fetting, | té

Office of G=2
9th Division
Fort Bragg, N. C.




All athletic contests are a throw-back from the Game of War, 7‘72%} j""““‘/
oML W where great masses of men are aggregated in camps and cantomnmentse It is

& perfectly natural thing to expeoct games of combat and contact from these

enlisted men,

In track & throw of the javelin simulates the use of the
of

g/the bell simdates the early dey hurling

speari in baseball the throwin

of the rocks end the swinginz of the bat simulates the elub in the streng
right am of the elemental men who swung viciously to fell the animal, P //"""""L"

the food which was so necessary for the caveman tables
Boxing and wrestling hw the individuals in close contact
with each otheres Through the hundreds and thousands of years that men

have been clutshing at eash other's throats in mortal combat, this game of
contest and conquest has been going one The man who wrote the rules of
the game merely put in some thoueshallenoteinhibit;ons.and e call these

gladiatorial combats W .

pul e
The fellow who observes these is a sportsmen, so to speak; the

men who does not is & muckers So we have veneered civilized society with
inhibitions, and in our society we have said that the man who does not follow
these rules is not & good sportsmene He does not belonge The men who follows
these rules we cheer for him, The athlete who breakes these rules we jeer
at him or shun him,

Why do we cheer for an athlete who executes an exceptional feat of
skill? Simply because through these hundreds and thousands of years that
men have been struggling we admire this struggle to such a degree that we
struggle with theme We admire it because whnn we s8it on the sideline we are

playing the game in our own mind's eye in the same manner as are the men on

the fields The spectator is a participant because he takes sidese His cheering

and partisanship is & sure symptom thet he is in the game,



All of our great national games at present have developed in a

big way from previous wars, Professional basebell received its impetus from

the Civil War, Millions of men in amy canps played One 0ld Cat and Duck

on the Rocke When they returmed home, jobs were scarce and meny men were

out of employments Consequently, the promoters started leagues and soon these

expert
ball was on its wayes The World War revivified baseball and established profe

continued in the games Leagues were formed and professional basee

' essional footbelle ASs we look bask we find that the Civil War developed

professional baseball and the World War revivified professionel baseball and
developed professional football, What will this great peace-time draft,

that has called so many men to the colors, develcp in the way of a new proflese
sional game? Will it be professional basketball in a big wey as professional
baseball and football are now played? It does not look:rawif this will be &
ghort '&g; Doubtless the youth of our Bation will all definitely be in service

in the next year for a period of three or four years,

Since this is basketbell season, perhaps & short review on "How

Basketbaell Better Prepares a Soldier for his Duties™ may be timely,
basketball

It is & wellwknown fact that s/player must be in better physicel

& player in
condition than/any other of our national games, Running, jumping, leaping,

vaulting and elimbing are the fundamentel ectivities of mene Four of these

fundamental activities are ecret

in the geme of beskethall, There are

many inhibitions in the game of basketball that are necessary for & soldier

to learns Ve pass at angles and run in curves, It is not necessary to have a

fast man in basketball but preferably e quick end an agile player is desirables

The footwork in basketball is eomparable to that in boxing, handball and tennis,
I have also gemerslly found that & men who is a good basketball player can easily
acquire the movements of the baseball plavers



s

Dre James Neismith, inventor of basketball, who came to the

University of Kansas in 1898 and taught here until his death on November
23, 1939, said of basketball, "It is a game easy to play but difficult o

masters” So liere is your challenge, you men of the Winth Division, Fort

Bragg, North Carolina, see if you can master this great geme that & modest

man originated for 18 troublesome athletes at Springfield College, ny’ back
in 1091,

Young Naismith, left an orphan at eight years of age in Almonte,
Canada, was reised by an old bachelor uncle, Peter Naismith, In early youth

youmg Naismith found that necessity was the mother of inventions Those
rugged northmen did much skiing and skating. Naismith, having no money, took
two old files and clamped them between wooden supports for his first pair of

.skatess He was always an inventive genius, & noble gentleman, a generous

emoﬂtor but a tough man to whips

One June day in 1926 I sat with Dre Naismith under a spreading

Cenadian Maple at Bennie's Corners in Almonte, Canade, Hore I met Uncle Peter
who reared youns Nalsmithe I even saw the casket which Uncle peter, after the

fashion of Canada's frugal ploneers in their northem woods, hed skillfully
bullt and polished so that it would be in readiness for the time which would

inevitably overtake hims Of late, Uncle Peter had taken to sleeping in his

mM--perhapc' to get accustomed to ite

a great challenge ere worthy to be great leaderse A man who could cledm
that group of contemporaries for friends could not have been an ordinary means

Robert Teit McKenszie, Dr, Luther¢M1ck, his classmates, Amos Alonzo Stagg and
& host of otherse From them, as well as from his pgenteel origins, he lsarned

the mammers of a gemtleman and the glories of unselfish achievement.



¥rse. John Frederick
Box 117
Salina, Hansas

Ihaw just utmam!mtmhvi&wfmnyand I
f‘md’nwlotteronwkaac of August 30« I have not seen or heard
from lire Unrlaub for some two months or more, and I am sorry that I am
notint pooitimtbronmmlm

lnu Just called his sister at the Holueg Investment Company
in lawrence, Kansas, mdmhlhubuiﬁthoutmkut.-thm
time and is on a farm, She stated that she wanted to talk with me and
smtimmymlnnpdeanwmﬁm 1 em sorry
aboutmthemfmu ummm. .

- xmmuymnnbounaomghtummm.mu@'
addresse I want to write here I have always been very sympathetically
molimdinhnmmmdldom-nntmureelthntlathmq
with Mr. Uhrlaub, but all the things I did for him was done for both of
theme I was hoping Mt-hnhagat his Master's Degree that it would
enable him te procure & job and in turn support his family as he shoulds
I definitely assure you of my loyalty to lrs Uhrlaub®s family and I want
to thank you for mwmhﬂmmxf‘ulwrymm _
that I cannot do mores | |

With all good wishes, T amy '
3%1" yours,

D:lmtor of Physical Rm‘tian and Reoreation
Varsity Basketball Coach

FCAzlg

PeSe In confidence will you kindly give me the name of the young lady

and in my own ways

that taught with Mr, mrh@ in Salima? I will use this emﬁMth;ly
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If at any time you come to lawrence we would like

choose the University of Kansase He and Bob Johnson are fine

reprosentatives from your district.

Will you kindly thenk Mr. Petra and v, Guy for me

for their kindness in putting Paul to work for & month in the
- summer? Again I thank you for your kindness in gott

mm'.l.ymh

to give Faul a breake

With all good wishes, I am, :

Sincerely yours,







Westwood View School

C. A. Fordyce, Principal
50th and HUDSON ROAD

Kansas City, Kansas
September 3, 1940

Dre Fe Ce Allen
Physical Education Depte.
University of Kansas

Dear Mre. Allen:

You will recall that I brought Paul Turner to the University
to see you early in the summer. At that time I planned to

get Paul work here in Kansas Clty with the Sheffleld Steel
Corperation. You thought perhaps your friend R. L. Gray

would be able to help us out, but I was unable to contact him.
Mr. Elmer Lynch, who is Mre. Grays assistant, 1s a neighbor of
mine and I was able to et Pauzl.} g job through him.

T ¢ e ) )

Mr. Petra and Mr.gfﬂGuy, who are with the J. Ce Nichols Compenies
and are both Kansas University men, put Paul to work for their
company for about a month early in the summer and then he went
out to Sheffield Steel where he 1s still employed. He has
saved enough money to taeke care of his tulition and books. So
1f you will be able to gilve him some sort of an odd job around
the university, I think this boy will pay dividends.

We are all very much lnterested i1n Paul and are hoping that
he will develop: into a good man for K. Ue He has made a good
recorde He 1s & good average student. He has a good person-
alitye He's willing to work and can be depended upon.

We are hoping that this boy will not disappoint use

At any time we can be of any help we would appreclate hearing
from youe.

With Best Wishes for snother successful year at Kansase 1 am,

Sincerely,

Ce Ao F‘ordyce

CAPF VT



lire By So Foits 1
Department of Physical Education
nmumxm-mw
Ghtho,hmc

MDQ mt

' mmmmutmwmwhmm
umdm tho correspondence course in bagketball, I assure
mtmtlwﬂdhwqhmtohﬂmhhmmu
ag offered by me from the Correspondence Study Bureau of the
University of Raunsage Imlledmu Renney, who is the
mdema.ndmmhmtnho'ﬂlm
ywau‘hlosat DrCCe

UO m W M. mm:ll for thiﬂ
dnmofphyt, together with mtmesmmmim
and aon&i ocning, treatment of tﬁlot:ia m:m hsnchm
emergencies, and so forth. -

The text sells for $4.,00, mmytheponaga.
Iwuld‘ooghdteautomﬁmfwmifméomthw
& CODYe Yoummthom.afam,fruwmm
a'tmtm Mu cmm

Iflunnmmintwnypluaml mm.a,
With all good wishes, I u, ' |
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Kansas School for the Deaf

OLATHE, KANSAS

Superintendent’s Office October 1ll, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen

Director of Physical Education
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Ranseas

Dear Dr. Allen:

Your autographed copy of "Better Basketball" received
in fine shape, and I wish to take this opportunity to thank
you 1or 1itGs

As soon as 1 can complete arrangements I expect to
start the correspondence course.

By the way I am a bit in doubt about those new fangled
fan-shaped backboards. Would you suggest we install them
this year or wait for another year? Are they going to be
nermanent? We will have no difficulty installing them, but
the question is: would they meet with the approval of
visiting teams whose schools have not as yet been able to
£0 so modern?

Cordially,

< 4 ﬁyé?;;/?

E.S. Foltz, Athletic Director °












EVENING AND SUNDAY
326 W. MADISON ST. ' TELEPHONE

CHICAGO ANDOVER 1234

November 4, 1940

Dre Forrest C, Allen,:
Director of Athletics,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Phog:

This is a bit of an imposition, but we
newspapermen are always imposing on coaches, anyhow,

I'm doing some research work on modern
basketball and would appreciate greatly if you'll
f111 out the enclosed questionnaire and return it
to me in the enclosed envelope,

With thanks and best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely,




