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ROTATE THE CENTER JUMP

ww:

In a world monopolized by Jjeep drivers, machine gunners, parachute m

and bomb throwers one might seem a bit picayunish in opening a provocative

discussion of a we«hmg& in the competitive sport of basketball ‘ were it

not that the permanent health of our great army of young basketball players is

& dakes .

W, Rooont research studies made in various parts of the United

5 ;
Btates indioate t t there is serious

hysical injury being done to adolescents,

6

" T ST 31 TES Eoteads In view of the fact that

. there are milllona of participants in this mthese findin s are alarming, M
o 8,000,000 people all over the world were playing thd.Sgame o#—b&eiee'bbm before

'1 o the somnanbulistic New Yorkers were awakenﬂ to th#s fact by Ned Irish's Madie

11 son Square Garden giant double~headers,

12

12 Multitudes of physicians and health officers are protesting against &ﬂlor-

13 basketball": B:V ;liminnting the center jump the game has been speeded up from

20 to 30%. These able men contend that the game was already fast enough for the

physical welfare of the participants; and further, that no matter how carefully

checked these boys are there will be some whose hearts will not stand the

16

17 present strain, They go further and say that the Wﬁ'i‘ects of presente
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day basketball will far surpass any benefits which might otherwise be

T cained.

Restore the center jump and rotate the jumpers at center after each goal

Then

order of the baseball players 1is administered.

4 just as the batting

5

6

T wgrimarily to speed up the game. Other arguments for 1its elimination

8 j offered by its proponents were (1) it put the officiels in the background;

y (2) it was difficult to control; (3) there were variations in toss-ups by
10 the rﬁeferee : (4) players collided with officials; (5) there would be from
11 six to eight minutes of actual playing time added to the game == theréfqre,
12 higher scores; (l) the tempo of the entire contest would be accelerated
13 and thus would add to spectator‘appealc;z“gate receipts.
i G
14 In justice to the minority, there were a few coach%

suggested that the elimination of the tip-off might add to the over-fatigue

of the players, but this was merely a sub]

=

\‘fhe officiating, the speckators, the gate

17 without serious consideration.

receipts, and higher scores were'sﬁ. consideredﬁgw

183
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1 Bverything wes considered except the welfare of the players themselves Rl .
2 As & member of the National Basketball Rules Body, I vehemently protested
2 the eliminstiorn of the center jump on the grounds that the 10 to 13 second

4 pause of the official when putting the ball into play at center gave the

players & temporary breathing spell, It also gave the spectators a mental

+. :

breath. Under the old rule, this brief rest period permitted

of the players'’ f..ti’ued body cells and reestablished thelr proper physio-

8 logical balences. k M ﬁ 'ﬁ

Mortaflity records of insurance companies show that low blood pressure means

9
10 longevity. Hypewhsion and strain injures the blood vescular system. Cer-
11 tainly in these times of orises when we are having revealed unto us the high

an dnaffi

thkm should be more

percentages of physical \mffjﬁneal of our American you

cautious than ever bedwwe about the necessary lulls in thelr strenuocus games.

14 Health balance should be the first consideration.

Rasketball was primarily originated for youth, "It is a geme easy to play

15

but difficult to master", said its E‘oundar. Dr. James Neismith, {ifTy years '

e
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ago. He was speaking of the geame's deair'able goal == play for the fun of 1t.

It is a far ory from then to now, Basketball N0V is a highly organized team
geme gpend an excellent one., IT is & useful and desirable Mtor'/tlohohltin
o Z;i;;..e.ﬂﬂa.q'wt OM.

speed, Bub menacing symptoms are showing which may eat out its heart. In many

places it appears too commercialized, In others, it looks like a rmkot.‘

The first considerations in any amateur game, and basketball is no exception,

should be the physical, mental, and social welfare of the participants. But

the basketball rulesmekers evidently considered other elements paranounte By

eliminating the center jump they created & speed game in which frond;r, hysteria,

hyper-tenaion. heart strain, poor passing, and fumbling predominate. -.Thoy

also added another out-of-bounds play for every goal mede by elther team.

Prior to the elimination of the center jump, the Rules Body and various oéabhos
had complained that there were too many stoppages to the game from out-of=

bounds plays, whistle-tooting and so forth. Their chief dissatisfaction with

wiveh ‘the stetus quo, however, was the tall 'mumino-pd?oping goon center 'h*

they claimed, dominated the game by controlling the tiA-oi‘f or tap. They

declared that this Jlmplen’oontor change would drive tXho tall player who was
A

A
used only for the tap out of the geme, In this prdiu/tkon they were badly

He originated this game so that eighteen boys could play for the sheer fun ofA h:; /7
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1 mistaken. Instead, there has been a progressive increase in the altitude of

t Mhye;l
Aﬁ% 7,

As @ matter of fact, the tall players did mot win

o any games at the tip-off circle. They were and are more potent under both the
4 defensive and offensive baskets ihero their height stands them in good stead

3] e ballgdunking and bull(rooovery. These tall players are still winning their
8 gemes under the basket. .

re(tho fundamental activities of

7 Running, j\mping/\].eapi
8 | m. These are also the fundemental activities of basketball. By re-
9 elhklilhim the mdmnul activity of jumping to basketball and by equaliszing this
10 center jumping privilege among all the players through an ordered rotttién, it
11- is my honest conviction that we *would restore to both the game and to the

players much of the enrichment that the game hal lost, We have 30% as much
1§ Jumping from holél balls,, ’bothn odd-sized opponents as we had during
14 ' the days of the center jump. Under the old rules, 0ppoum coaches always
15 placed their best jumpers at center.r A Yeoars wEssawee o0g0g when I was a play or,
16 specialists on each team threw the free throws for their pespective teams. At ).
‘17 present, the player fouled throws titm. This is the newer method of diltribu-; '

18 ting skills. %o






X { \ 18 center Jump. Hmr‘ after four years Pl find them still wanting the center M

el

. Doubtless the center jump did entail too much strain upon the two jumping

" centerss The rotation of the center jump after each goal would entirely

’ eliminate this problem. Too, these pauses in the geme would afford breathing

4“ spells for both the spectators and players. The administretion of the
X; rotation of the center jump should be as efficient as ies the enforcement

¢ of the batting order in buseball. Before the game began, the 'reapwtivo

4 coeches would give to the score~keeper the order in which their players

¢ were to jump ~- just as the batting order is handled in beseball, Sub-

stitutes coming in would follow the jumping order of their predecessors.

W
10 "leave the rules alone” cry ﬂ scoaches, Baseball would still be "One
- [
11 014 cat” if intelligemt rulesmekers, through mumerous wise revisions, had

not developed it into its present magnificent game. Baseball is 100 yeers

13 ,1d. Basketball is but one-half of that. Whether or not basketball as &
14 gport lives to see the century mark depends largely upon intelligent rules
15 revisions which will at every turn protect the permanont well-being of its
16

participants.

el 4.
Many of the outstanding Ac- ches of the nation opposed the elimination of the
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(RMASCA
2 University, de@ires the lwrso'mu effects of the present game by saying, "It
8 is like watohing & table tennis matéh. The ball is always going back and forth

4 with no stops. It puts a severe strain on the youngsters.”

& Lon Jourdet, Varsity Basketball Coach at the University of Pemnsylvenia, belleves
g ,
,-Lhell. "Rasketball rule makers must return the

7 center jump to the game before secondary school authorities legislate against

© 6 that basketball is taking too groat

o | .
8 the pport", he says, "Cofllege boys, too, are finding the going a lot rougher than

i . M
4 »

' , v
9 it was a few years back when the center tgp-off was the vogue.”

George Koegan, Varsity Basketball Coach of Notre Dame, has been a bitter critic of

10
ﬂ 11  the elimination of the center jump. He says, "The theory that even & groat

center could dominate the geme was never anything but nonsense.”

13 Henry "Hank" Iba, the brilliant young mentor of Oklahoma A. and M, College at
14 Stillwater, Oklahoma; Dave McMillan, Coach of the Minnesota Gophers; and & host

15

of other outstanding coaches of the nation have consistently ple;‘d for the return

16 of the center jump.

|
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1 ': In the words of H. B. Porter, Secretary of the National Federation of State

High School Athletic Associations, "Basketball is not static.

ﬂ It is capable
e of continued growth and improvement,” On this premise I offer my solution for

4 a return to the sanity of the game by restoring the center jump and rotati*ngh

& every man on the team to jump wntar..

AR

8 4 The out-of-bounds plny presents nothing but a'< retreating defense, and an

7 ‘anxious, pell-mell, h-.pha.md effort by the offense, On the othor hand, the

¥

| m‘ center jump gives variety to the mme and offers boundless oppoﬁity for the

o development of set plays whichy whon sSmoo? uaouteim et / watoh., And
10 the b-.ttim order idea would eliminate all previous objections to the axorbitantly
11 tall centers % 7 ﬁ

12 4?"& five years basketball has swung {rom death dirge to ding-dong, and today

aonlo

13 this nhp-h!pWa slam-bang geme has everybody holding ﬂ the ropes and panting
14  for breath., We've swung from Scylla to Charybdis -- from tengent to tangent.
15 This killer hp«d-dwil in uniform has struck at the players. Where is the Golden

16

Mean? Perhaps the restoration and the rotation of the center jump is the answer,
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 May 26, 1942.

Ur. Forrest Y, “ilen

Yirector of Physical Education
University of Kansas

Lawrence

Kansas.

Dear YUr. #11en:

1 spoke toMr._Smartiabout this, and he said by all means to g0 ahead and
hit it hard. Of course you have plenty of time; so get it ready to suit
yourself, and then send it along. <lhanks a lot for referring it to us.

Cordially,

@

o~ 4

/







UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION

lir. Ralph Cennon,
Esquire liagazine,

919 No., Michigan Ave,,
Chicago, Illineis,

Dear Ralph:

I am sending you in confidence & letter that I

received from George Edwards, who managed the N.C.A.A.
Basketball Tournament in Kensas Uity this past year.
Some of this i1s gquite personal and I do not care to
mention that, |

However, the historical part of basketball being
sold down the river by the N.C.A.A. to the A.A.U. and
the disposition they made of the tournament by grabbing
all the money seems to me something that the public should
know more about from a feir play standpoint. I do not
desire to be too cryptic, but I am not afraid of pulling
a punch when a punch is necessary.

I was wondering 1f you would be interested in such
an article for next year's Esquire. Of course, I would
expect you to censor and delete any part of it that would
not be compatible with your editorial policy, but I do be-
lieve that we have something that should be called to the
attentlion of the public with a view of righting some wrongs.

I will be happy tofhear from you after you have
perused my letter.

Sinceyeli\ yours,

| Yector of/rhysical Edp€ation and Recrestion,
PCAA H varsrtey Lasketball and/Baseball Coach.



April 5, 1942

( copy to Dr. F. Ce Allen)

Vr. Gwinn Henry
Director of Athletics
University of Kansas
Lewrence, Kansas

Dear Gwinns

Inesmuch as your letter of April 1 conteins some statements which imply

- that the Manager of the N.Ce.AsAs Western FPlayoffs in Kansas City was
discourteous to Kansas suthorities, and believing that such was not the
case, I will reply at some length. '

Copies of this letter are being sent to those persons who, I feel,
ought to lknow the details in this controversy. The list will include

- Dr., Allen, He Ge Olsen, and John L. Griffith, Secretary of the N.Ceh.As

For the informetion of those not familiar with our previous corres-
pondence, I will review the situation.

Following the Final Geme on lMarch 28, the Auditor of the lMunicipal
Auditorium handed me a memorandum on & piece of railroad stationery,
which said "To Kensas" and listed an expense report of {32,50.for

sale of tickets to NeCeAsAe games. The auditor wished to subltract that
amount from geame receipts and handle peyment of the bill himself's Iow-

ever, a8 the account was not properly submitted with the name of any
Kansas authority on it I told him that I would be responsible.

Accordingly, I wrote to you on liareh 31, a letter in which 1 explained
why I had not let the Auditor settle the bill and asked for more infor-
mation, Also, I expressed the opinion that ticket sale charges usually
are not made when a school acts as agent for its patrons in a game in
which its team is involved. DBecause of the unusual procedure, I also
wrote, should you feel that Kansas was entitled to make such charges T
believed it best to refer the account to N.C.A.A. officials for pay-
menvte |

This review brings the matter up to date.

In your letter which arrived yesterday, Gwinn, you wrote as followss:

"This account was turned in by lir. Falkenstien for the Athletic
Office when it was discovered that no complimentary tickets
would be allowed the University of Kansas coaches, Athletic
poard, etc. Having the tickets here we were necessarily sub-
jected to some pressure by the above named persons and tickets

were furnished them at the expense of the Athletic Department."

e ——— = - S =
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"Hed any tickets been allowed, he would not have sub-
mitted the expense report. = = = - - - it is also un=
usual that e school's team competing receives such 2

small amount of the reccipts end is not allowed any
complimentary tickets for those who ordinarily receive
them to events in which their teams are competing."

As stated earlier, the implication is plain that the lianager of' the
games was discourteous to Keansase. He certainly was not only discour-
teous, but very foolish, if your stetements were true. But, Gwinn,
someone "discovered” something that I did everything in my power %o

27010 o

- I met the Kensas coach end teem at the statidﬁfwhen the party arrived

in Kenses City on Thursday. One of my first remarks covered the com=-
plimentery situation and I told Dr. Allen, that while we wished to

~ keep complimentaries to a minimum, I expected him to let me know jus®

how many he would need. He said that there was a movement on ffoot

when he left Lawrence to have all Kensas officials buy their own tickets.
I insisted that such an act would be very embarrassing to me; requested
that it not be handled in that way; end again asked his essistance in

~ distribution of pesses to proper Kansas peoplees

Thet night I called & meeting of coaches and weferees. The Stanford
end Rice coaches were delayed by rail connections. Present.were
coaches Allen and Cox; four referees; and Reaves Peters. There 1
outlined details of the pass regulations which included two arena .
balcony seats for each member of the school's traveling squed; and

extra tickets to a coach who meeded them for official representatives

. of his school. Cooperation wes asked for the protection of all, but

I mede it emphatic that since Kensas wes so close to Kansas City, that
school probably would require more passes than any of the others. This
was justified, I explained also, by the fact that Kanses patrons un=
questionably would be liberal in their support of the tournamente

Another meeting was held on Fridey morning, with only the four coaches
in ettendance. It wes wxpected that geme arrangements would be dis=-
cussed, and I had tickets on hand for distribution.

The opening topic concerned the type of backboerds to be used. Over

Dr. Allen's vigorous protest, the majority voted for glass beckstops--
the vote of the Managersmeking & 3 to 2 result. Immediately, Dr. Allen
left the meeting, 2lthough much other business was not touched. I
pleaded for him to stay and suggested again that I wanted to discuss the
complimentary situation with him. I wes informed, curtly, that there

was nothing more to discuss.

From 1:30 Pe Me to 4300 Pe Mo, I tried to reach him by 'phone=~he
elected to stay at another hotel then headquarters-- but couldn't catch
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him until about 4:00 o'clock when I told him that arrangements had
been made with Auditorium ticket office for as many complimentaries
as he needed for XK. Ue. 2uthorities and anyone else whom he felt in-
debted. He thanked me for this arrangement, and I supposed, from
his menner, that he would see the N.C.AsAe would not be accused of
~niggerdliness by those whose interests I wished to serve.

Thet he did appreciste this plan is indicated by the complimentary
ticketéhreport certified to by the Auditor of the Auditorium. Here
are the figures covering complimentery tickets issued to Kensess

Friday = March 20

to Dre Allen from George R. Edwards « « « 28 arena balcony
to Dr. Allen from Je He Nixon + « « « « o 28 arena balcony
to Dr. Allen from Je He Nixon ¢ « o o ¢ o 12 box seats
to Dre Allen from J. H. NiXon « « « o « o #56 loge seats
* to the Jay Janes rooters group e« « ¢ « o 31 arena floor
TOTAL Kenses complimenteries « e o X0 |

« This rooters group entered just before the games startede
I had no knowledge of such plans end asked on whose su-
thority they came. The cheer leader informed me that liir.
Falkenstien had mede the arrangementse. I told them that
I wes somewhat embarrassed since no one had inflormed me
of their cominge. Iy plans for the next night included =
section in the arene balcony for them, but when I spoke
about this to Dre. Allen the next day, he said that he had
already 'phoned to lir. Falkenstien and told him to keep

the group at homee. :
Saturdey - lMarch 21

to Dr. Allen from George R, Edwards « . « 28 arena balcony

to Dr. Allen from J. He NixXon « « « « « o 28 arena balcony

to Dr. Allen from Jde He NAXOR & & » % ». # 12 box seats
TOTAL complimentaries to Kanses . s 68

leximum received by any other team for any one night . « 39

Gwinn, this has been a long letter, but I felt tThat detailed explana=-
tions are necessary Lo counteract the word of someone who "discowered
thet no complimentary tickets would be allowed the University of

Kansas 4 ﬂ

___As I look over the happenings now, I realize that one sad mistake was

mede, in thet I never contacted you or your chancellor &and inf'ormed
both of you personally just what 1, as Manager of the games, wishes to
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~do. At the time, such procedure never occurred +o me, inasmuch as
I heve always handled all such matters through the coach of a
school's team. For that negligence, 1 am very sorry.,

The statement of tickét expense now officially in my hands, will be

taken up with Mr. Olson immediately, and his decision will be com=
municated to you as soon as it comes.

Attached, you will find a check for $331.76, which covers +the state-
ment of traveling expenses and living costs in Kansss City, as sube-
mitted by your business manager. '

Here, again, I would like to call attention to two items of $1.80
each, for taxi fares to and from the station. Instructions sent +o
~ coaches before they left home, notified them that they were allowed
$5.00 2 day expenses for each member of Their traveling squad while
in Kensas City, and that such allowsnce was expected to wover all

local expense. I have allowed this $3.60, although none of the
others asked for ite. Come to think of it, I saw your team board
street cars gpon its arrival in Kensas City. '

Yburs_truly)

Menager
NeCoeAe A. Games

Enclosure
GRE:COE
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THE MAGBAZINE FOR MEN

919 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE
CHICAGO

ROTATE THE CENTER=-JUMP by Forrest C. Allen,
scheduled f'or the PFebruary Esquire.

December 17, 1941

Dear Author ...

Editor Gingrich’s advance memo on the.contents for the next issue
of Bsquire has Jjust come through, and already we in the promotion
department are mapping out our publicity plans for that month.
Your piece, as indicated at the top of this letter, is included
in the line-up ... and since it's one that we think lends itself

particularly well to extra promotion on our part, we'd like to ask
for your suggestions in publicizing 1it.

If you have any ideas about large-scale publicity, -- mailings or
tie-ups with special groups who would be particularly interested in
your piece because of its subject matter -- we’d like to have your

suggestions.

But more particularly, we think you can help us to "spread the word"
about your writing among those in your own field by furnishing us
with a list of your personal publicity contacts, For instance, if
you have any speclal contacts on newspapers, radio stations, house-
organs or trade papers, we'll be glad to send them advance tear sheets

of your piece, seeking general publicity for you and your writing.

In addition to this list of publicity contacts, we'd like to have a
selected list of your friends or former associates (not necessarily
connected with publicity media) who would appreciate advance infor-

mation about your piece.

We’d like to give your piece as widespread a play as possible. To
that end we’ll appreciate any cooperation you can give us.

May we hear from you soon? Thanks!

Cordially yours,

DS Sedee

mss/gu M. S. Stewart



