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Aseecintod Fress,
~ Kansas City, lo.

Deay Ard:

: I mﬂ ﬁiﬁm e san ,
raason ﬂmt jm are songwha
| gwi ina.nylimashsis.

*Jayhued Rebounds®. They're 1ike the mt Phog } 11? zabh
, plati‘!:udinous == and chock full of neus.”

T wrote thom lettors fnr‘hlm'wyl and thought the
you were not human at times you could have been human en -
refliect the better thim in ﬁhe Hebounds., But I see you just
haven't pgot 1t,

: s bctor of Fhysioal Education,
FCAAH mzw Basketball Coanch.




" Platitudinous - abounding in platitudes

(platitudes - quality or state of being
flat, dull, or insipid; triteness.
A dull, stale, or insipid truism;
a commonplace, )

Gab - Prate; chatter.

Gabble = To chatter; jabber.

. Gabby -~ not in liebster.
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Dr. F. C. Allen Sends
L 5799
| hawk Pebounds™ to .
- e r./.r n Serwce
N I‘f ———
caking of morale building
isn’t these days?), not &
)een said nf one of th
le pepper-uppers in th
~the college coach and
B VRIS SRR A
arly every coach and pw
tor puts iy considerabl
Mxing fo athletes 1
ervices how the old scho.
schoolmates are getting &
o - 59rts of methods are
ol | Bome ‘prefer mimeographed 1 ..s.
06 | letters. 1Others keep stenographers
| batting but personal notes.

.| Sample: Every month or so, F. C.

| “Phog” Allen, Kansas basketball

coach, composes his “Jayhawk Re-

bounds.” They’re like the great
| Phog himself, gabby, platitudinous

—and chock full of news.

- Allen doesn’t spare the type- !

writer—or consider the newsprint !
| shortage. His last issue rambled

-| 15 pages, single spaced. More than

:| two of the pages were devoted to

|| expressions of regret from Jay-

' | hawkers, scattered the world over,

| who had just learned thru “Re-
7| bounds” that T. P. Hunter, quiet,

-| likeable Kansas center, had been
killed in action on Guam.

The names sprinkled thru the
“Rebounds” recall many an excit-
ing moment in Kansas, and Big
Six, history. Such as!Don Ebling,
Howard Engleman, Qtto Schnell-
bacher, Armand Dixon, Bert Itoga |.
and Cecil Smay, who did their Jay-
hawking a decade or more ago.

What Doctor Allen is doing at
Kansas is being duplicated in one
| way or another on almost every
campus. ~ ]

A line in a letter to Allen from
Irven W. Hayden, in India for more
than a year, probably sums up the
feelings of all servicemen. Wrote
Hayden of the “Rebounds”:

“Just like a visit home.”
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Lt. hyR- m' O-W,
242nd AAF BU, |
Grand Island, NHebraska.

Dear Ray:

. Pm.rm“mu.mmem - '
that I wrote Bob llandren. It was wonderful o to be on the

£ you
hmwerymmiumd‘byﬁ-!‘Mtt}u you had a

tear
m.:mmmmuaﬂm-mummm.m
about him.

- Gosh, Ray, you were swell that night. The hoys ad-
mired you from the bottom of thelir hearts. Yowr modesty, yowr
firm deternmination as expressed in your confident and easy

carriage, aﬂwtmmmmqehnlmhth-.

You had anthority in everything that you did. The boys will
never forget thelr visit with you. Although they were broken-
hearted over the gams, mymdddﬁusolm&tﬂuyu -
badly needed.

Ffaurhiﬂyﬁnbohmhhurﬁmm-otht
nmmtmmﬂum&mmu

ﬂthmrypﬂrimbmmym. I anm

Very sincerely vours,

Director of Physical E‘mﬁ.m.
Varsity Basketball Coach.
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Ly v . oit Red|quarterfinals. Lexington trounced|nounced the ouu
» by scoring a o-. victory|North Platte Bulldogs, 34-23, to|Tom Sunkel, left hanaed
.wwurday night as Mauricé Rich-|[take the consolation prize. The|to the St. _Pqul club of the ..
ard slammed home two goals to|Bearcat victory over Lexington|can assomatlol}. Sunkel appea.
equal the modern national hockey|was the first defeat of the season|in 12 games with the Dodgers las

league record of 43 goals in a|for the Minute Men, who had won|season, winning but one game -

season, {12 previous starts. against three de zats,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND AIR FORCE SUPERBOMBERS—Front row, left to right, Pvt.
Jerry Fromm, forward; Sgt. Frank Dusek, guard; Cpl. Herb Marshange, forward; Pvt. Al Hand,
forward-guard; W/O Pat Woolery, guard; W/O Tom Kleppe, guard. Back row, Capt. B. J. “Joe”
Regan, eoach and guard; Cpl. Bob Case, center; Lt. Fred Marsh, forward; Cpl. Bob Hendren, center;
T/Sgt. Gordon Graham, forward-guard; Pfc. Max Biggs, forward. '
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jump, and the 60 _
by Charles Beaudry .
Weiser’s leap equaule
field house record set i1 ..
Michigan’s Don Canham.
Purdue, Western Michigan, ¢
Case Tech (Cleveland) each -
one event with Case’s victor
ing in the broad jump. Case’
Lund, national A. A. U. ch
broad jumper, led the fie!
a leap of 22 feet, 7 inches

MADISON, Wis. (U
Stenmark of the Heilieg
Ski club, Milwaukee,
cross country ski race .
by the Central United ¢
association at Madison .
Stenmark complected tl
than five mile course in
utes, nine and one-half

Big Six track
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Mr. Gﬂﬂrg. Re B"ﬂr‘..
Basketball Coach,
University eof Missouri,
Oolm'bia. Mo.

- 1 have never doubted for a second the sincerity in your desire
to do a wholesome and complete job., Prankly, I did not expect you
to tale the time or the trouble that you have gone to with my comments.

Frankly, I did not oare about raising the ire of oortﬁn members

on that coimittes. I did not want it to reflect on you eor Ployd Rowe
or Heo Edmondson, - maybe I have missed someone else, - but as for the
rest of them, it sults me fine.

I dare say that the rules comuittes will pay no attention to any of
mine and to the majority of other suggestions. let the committee
asocept the responsibllity for making the game a rougher one by inereas-
ing the fouls from 4 to 6. They have played a good many years without
the increase in number of fouls, and had they inoreased that from 4 o

5 in the bogmm they would have just had fivo or six more roughor
years.

My guess is that the comaittee will refuse te reduce the mumber from
O to 4 because to do 80 would mean that a number of coaches would be

forced to do a little more coaching in regard to some of the finer
points of the game and maybe take out some of the slam-bang tactios
that they now employ. Outside of a few members on the comaittee, I

have alweys thought things were done to keep somebedy good-natured
- rather than because logio dictated the action.

George, I wreote this Sammy Wolfe stuff that was from "Pime" of
February 12, on the gambling expose, because he was a race horse tout
and discussed very unscientifically and wlmowingly the game of basket-
ball. Read it over again.

Personally, George, I don't care whether the rules sommittee ever
change a rule or make ancther one. I was much interested when you said
that there had been much work done on the 12 foot basket. John Bunn
had a most exhaustive report on the 1l and 12 foot basket, and knowing
Roy Mundorff as I do, because I was down there at a soaching school and
coached the South Georgis boys against his North Georgia beys, I would
say that he didn't spend a lot of %ime on 12 foot basket researsch., I
have had 12 foot baskets erected in Robinson Gymasium for fifteen years
and we use them oomun'bly. I have tried them out from a great many
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angles. I don't care whether ﬁny raise the baskets to 1l or 10%
or lower them %o 9 feet. I still feel, and will always reserve the
right o say, that any group of rules members who will wangle all

,the rules they have regarding the offensive and defenslive men on a
‘10 foot goal are not mseting the question s‘bruigh'bfnmrdly.

Bd Hiockox and I, when I was back at Springfield, put up a 12 £t.
basket there, and without any of the players having shot at it be-
fore, they hit a 12 ft. basket without any difficulty in a regularly
played geme. The point that I em making is that I dare say there
are not ten men in the United States that have ever tried any re-

search with the 12 foot basket. That shows, to me, their closed
mind, rather than an open mind. |

And as I said, I hope the players get taller and taller, and 1
will have more fun as the height inoreases, and they still try te .
‘make rules like the 3~seoond rule, the defensive man being prohibited
from toushing the ball, and so ferth. .

But sincerely, I do want to oongratulate you on your henesty of
endeavor. You certainly work at this job, I am leaving for Emporia
tonight and am to speak at Manhattan Friday night, but hope to see
the games in Kaunsas City Saturday night. . .

#ith all good wishes, 1 am

Sincerely yours,




UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

COLUMBIA

March 16, 1945

INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

Dr. F. C. Allen,
Director of Physical Education,

University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kan.

Dear Phog:

Your communication regarding the Basketball rules entitled "They
Are Confused" has just been received. I shall take it with me to the meeting
next week and present it to the Committee for discussion. I have no doubt '
but that it will receive thorough and objective treatment in line with the

policy the Committee.

In order that the ideas you presented will be made clear to all,
and that I will be in position to answer questions I have made a digest of
your material. Please check it and notify me if I have misquoted or mis-
interpreted. Here are the points as they will be presented unless you

submit corrections.

1. The Basketball Rules are the underlying cause of confusion among
players, cfficials and spectators. (no mention of coaches).

2. Modification of the center jump rule has resulted in:
(a) Continuation of the value of the excessively tall player despite

contentions that it would eliminate such players from the game.
(b) Fire-wagon play with uncontrolled speed being rewarded and applauded

more than orderly, skillful, and well planned maneuvers.
(¢) Danger to the hearts of players and spectators with consequent

increase of heart trouble.

3, Elimination of confusion and reduction of the disastrous effects
of the center jump modification are assured by a regulation which will force

an intermittent breathing spell.

L. The five foul rule is a confession of this need, but does not
hit at the source of the trouble.

5. A necessary break in the continuity of play can be assured by
application of the present Technical Foul regulations to Personal Fouls.

6. Adoption of No. 5, therefore, would:

(2) Eliminate confusion caused by the rules.
(b) Slow down play so that skill rather than uncontrolled speed would

predominate.

(c) Reduce the danger of heart trouble.

(d) Dispense with the policing now required at the free throw lane.

(e) Lessen the value of skyscraper players by preventing tip-ins on
missed free throws.

(f) Dispense with the option of substituting an out- of-bounds play.

(g) Make unnesessary and unwise a deliberate foul near the game's close.



Jel

7. All jump ball situations should be held at the nearest
restraining circle in the interest of uniformity and ease of administration.

8. A future progressive Committee will elevate the basket and
thus nullify the present advantages enjoyed by the tall player.

9. The present goal tending rule is discriminatory in that it
hinders the tall man on defense but offers no similar'hindrance to him on offense.

10. Most of the research by coaches has been a search for sky-
scraper players for use under horse-and-buggy ten-foot baskets.

b= -] fo = = e =) | — -3 =——1 F—— == _— 0 [ --—

' You can rest assured that these points will be presented to the
Committee exactly as outlined or as corrected by you. 1 anticipate that I
will be called upon to uphold your beliefs or to state specifically my

reasons for objections.

It appears most fair to you, then, that I cover briefly my own
personal reactions to your suggestions so that if my logic is poor you will
have the opportunity to straighten me out, or at least you will know my
reasons for supporting or rejecting your proposals. Each issue raised in
your article is referred to in my discussion according to the numbers
assigned to the items in the outline above.

l. I will agree with your stand that the rules cause confusion.
I must add, though, that I have never heard of any set of regulations which
have not caused confusion. The question, then, as I see it concerns the degree
of confusion caused by the present rules. On this point I believe that less
confusion in regard to the meaning of the rules exists today than ever before.
That is an opinion I cannot prove to your satisfaction anymore than you can
convince me that confusion has been grow1ng.

2 (a) With you I was present and participated in the discussions
leading to the médification of the center jump. You state that its adherents
promised elimination of the tall man from the game. I don't recall any such
promise, but remember that it was thought the modification would Yreduce the
importance" of the tall player. If we think the present crop of giants already
have too much advantage Jjust imagine returning to them the certainty of tip
recovery on the center jump after every score. The rule has lived up to its
promise of reduction of value of the tall men.

2 (b) Fire wagon basketball with its speed that your term "dazzling
and reckless" appears to me to be a matter of coaching more than rules. The
McPherson Oilers employed the fire wagon play in the old days as did numerous
other teams. The slow, deliberate, precise attack is still possible if a
coach wants to teach it as Bruce Drake did for his second game with Iba's team
this past season. Without radically altering the game I don't see how the
‘rules can be changed to dictate to coaches what methods are to be used. Ger—
tainly I don't see how applying your proposal will have much effect.

2 (¢) Such scientific'research studies as I have seen do not bear
out your assertion that basketball develops heart trouble in a previously

sound heart. Time Magazine reported an opinion which has no basis in fact.



P Tp

3, 5, and 6. Your belief that a brief interval following a
score would be helpful to the game finds support here. However, my reasons
do not parallel yours. I believe it would be worthwhile solely because of
its dramatic effect in that it will allow everyone a time to appreciate the
making of a score just as a good comedian pauses long enough to let his joke
register. Such a pause could be obtained by allowing possession in all
cases as the present rules provide, but carry the ball to the center sideline
for the pass-in instead from the end line under the basket.

Your suggestion that all free throws follow the technical foul
procedure, I am sure, will be met by vigorous objection because it adds a lot
to the penalty for a foul by giving not only a chance for the point but def-
inite ball possession to the offended team. The majority, I think, feel that
the present punishment of a chance for the point plus the record against the

offender is sufficient punishment for a foul.

Perhaps your idea might be incorporated along this line, though.
How about using the technical foul regulation when a personal foul has been
punished by two free throws?

Also, don't you think that the argument that your proposal is good
because it prevents tip-ins following missed free throws would be countered by
fact that most of the fouls are called on the guard of the tall man. I recall
that Kurland, for instance, was fouled approximately 17 times by Oklahoma. To
give the Aggies ball possession whether he made or missed the free throw cer-

tainly would have been welcomed by the tall man.

L. The five personal fouls allowed this year was not a confession
that the game has become confusing. The reason stressed concerned the additional
playing time made possible by modification of the center jump. Under the old
jump rules the ball was in play from 20 to 24 minutes. Four fouls thus had a
relationship to the playing time of 1 to 5 or 6. Without the jump playing time
was increased to about 30 minutes. Thus, five fouls establishes the same
time relationship that prevailed previously.

Recently there has been an unfavorable reaction against five
fouls. The Questionnaire Committee has called for a statistical study and will
probably revote on that rule. Returns from this area indicate a vast majority
favoring the five fouls, and I feel obligated to support it.

7. The adoption of uniform jumping situations was tried in K.C.
while I coached at Westport, and again in the Big Six. It met with favor in
this area but other sections outvoted us. I have presented it every year,
and last year obtained the agreement to have it on the questionnaire. I will

urge its adoption.

9. Naturally you arouse the ire of all member%when you infer that
lack of "progressiveness" of the present group prevents elevation of the
basket. Adherents of a higher basket have submitted only unproved and untried
theories to substantiate their contentions. Opposed to them is one scientific
“test made by Roy Mundorff that a 12 foot basket reduces scoring accuracy by
approximately 30%, and practically eliminates the tunning lay-in close shot.

: Progress, as I understand it, is a movement or action leading to
¢mprovement. In common with the vast majority of coaches I don't feel that
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reduction of scoring is an improvement. Those who wish a higher basket insist
that it will equalize the height advantage enjoyed by the tall man; that it
will relieve under-basket congestion by causing longer rebounds; that it will
stop goal tending and dunking; that shooters will soon adjust to the change
and will score readily enough to maintain proper balance between defensive
and offensive play. They say, however, that this should apply only to mature
players and that high school or college intramural players will definitely
find the 12 foot basket a handicap to their play.

Opponents counter with the definite proof that scoring will drop
off 30%; that the distance of rebounds is more dependent upon the angle of
deflection than on the height of the basket; that goal tending and dunking
are now adequately controlled by the rules; that it is unsound to make a

change which affects thousands in order to restrict possibly 100 players;
that all courts must be prepared for both 12 foot and 10 foot baskets which,
aside from the cost, would necessitate adjustable backstops which have been

unsatisfactory in all past experience.

Standing between these two groups is the Rules Committee which
in an approved democratic procedure calls for votes. Those who believe the
present height should not be changed outvote the others by hundreds to one.
When and if a czar is given control of athletics, and when dictatorship rules

this country we may have a "progressive" committee that will override the
wishes of the majority, but in the meantime I will side with the group that
holds on to- a basket elevation under which a comparatively new game has

enjoyed phenominal growth in popularity.

I will remain opposed to a higher basket, whether or not I am on
the Rules Committee, until adherents of the change show statistical proofiin
the form of thousands of shots taken from a large number of angles and dis-
tances by players of a variety of degree of experience, and then amplify this
by records taken in a number of games. When such accurately and objectively
collected data indicates that a higher basket is an improvement I'll change

my support.

9. The present goal tending rule perhaps is discriminatory as you
stated. When the change was discusssed, though, the only problem presented
concerned the defensive actions of the tall men. No objection was ralsed
concerning scoring activities of the tall man since Rule 9, section 9 requires
that the hand must be away from the ball when the ball reaches the imaginmary
cylinder above the basket. Dunking, therefore, when strictly defined 1is

penalized by the rule.

That the taller man should be required to throw the ball still
further, at least on pivot turn shots, now appears to be demanded although it
was not mentioned as a evil last year. The most prominent suggestion along
this line appears to be Hobson's experiment with 12 foot lanes.

10. Your statement that coaches have quit reseach in favor of a
search for tall men describes a situation which is not new in basketball. When
Dr. Naismith invented a game with elevated goals he placed a premium @i height.
Other things being equal every coach has attempted to find or to devlopethe
skill of tall players. Two ways to nullify this advantage are (1) place’ a
hé#ght limit on team members similar to that done for the cancelled 1940
Olympics; or (2) lower the basket to about 5 feet so all can reach it.
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This is one of many letters I have written to coaches who have

made proposals, and is in line with my plan to act as a delegate and repres-
entative of them in this area. I desire to be informed of the wishes of

the majority on all points open for argument and these wishes dictate the
vote I cast when the topic comes before the Committee.

Press of other duties made it necessary to prepare this letter in

installments. Strenuous efforts have been made to keep it organized ‘and to
avoid sarcasism or any statements arousing animosity. If I have written
anything in a way as to give you offense 1 wish to apologize. My sole
objective has been to -analyze your ideas as well as I could, and to put my
reactions to them down on paper. |

Hope to see you at the NCAA games 1in Kansas City next whis week.

Yours truly,

S /
%- e oS
George R. Edwards.
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