"THE INTERNATIONAL GROWTH OF BASKETBALL"

By Dr. Ferrest C, Allen
Head Basketball Coach, Univ. of Kans,

Perhaps there is no game in all the world that enjoys the
same possibilities for international uniformity as does basketball.
Why not include this sport on our next Olympic calendar? Los

Angeles in 1932, .
At present, it is estimated by authorities that there are

eighteen million people playing this indoor game.,

India, France, lItaly, Japan, the Phillippine lslands, China,
Persia, Czechoslovakia, Turkey, Greece, Mexico, Canada, Poland,
Russia, and Germany, as well as the South American countries, have
been playing basketball for several years and today are turning
out creditable teams.

Some of these countries had their introduction to the game
of basketball almost simultaneous with the inventor's first draft.
The first printed copy of the basketball rules appeared in "The
Triangle'", the International Y.M.C.A. school paper, Springfield,
Massachusetts, in 1892. At this time, Dr. James Naismith and
Dr. Luther H. Gulick were co-editors of the Triangle, and, because
of lack of available funds for printing, they decmed 1t both wilse
and expedient to get the rules in printed form in this way.

Because of this and because of its origin at Springfield,
basketball has spread uniformly to all nations of the globe. The
Y.M.C.A. secretaries who were sent out from the Springfield school
carried the knowledge of the game along with thelr other work into
"911 the world" and taught its principles to all peoples.

Duncan Patton, a "Y" graduate, implanted the gamc in India,
in 1894. Emil Thies, another graduate of the Springfield Y.M.C.A,
school returned to his native country, France, in 1890, and es~-
tablished the game there. In 1898, Dr. F. N. Seerley, at present
Dean of the Springfield, Massachusetts Y,M.C.A. Training School,
secured a leave of absence to spend the year in France. During
Dr. Seerley's stay in the land of the fleur-de-lis, he did much
to extend the interests of basketball--alrecady well established
by Thies. Italy has played the game for a number oI years--per-
haps taking up the game through contact with its nelighbor, France.

At the Inter-esllied Games in the Pershing Stadium, outside
of Paris, in June, 1919, the United States, in a series ol games
for the championship, defeated both France and ltaly.

Ishakawa, another "Y" student, took the game to Japan, his
native land, in 1900. Ernest Quigley, the National League umpire
and major sports official, several months ago wrote me from Japan
that basketball had taken an unusual hold upon the Orientals. He
stated that great throngs of spectators attend all games.

Our United States soldiers established basketball in the
Philippine Islands during the same year that Ishakawa took 1T TO
his 1ond 01 Japan,

China is indebted for the game to four men, Galey, Robertson,
Exner, and Siler. Robert Galcy, a former center in football at
Princeton, left Springfield in 1904 for Tientsin to establish both
missions and the game of basketball in North China. J. Robertson,
in 1905, followed his colleague to Ticntsin to essist in the inten-

" sive development of this work. Dr. Max. J. Exner, a medical
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missionary, went to East China in 1908, anca figured prominently in

tho cxtensive development of the game there. Dr. Charles Siler, a

Fatsue cage Athlete, and also a medical missionary, left the states
in 7912, China-bound, to add a further eontribution to the game, 1in
tns wev of his personal knowledge of sciéntific basketball.

C. Herck, another Springficld man, transplanted the game 1n
Pers’e as early as 1901. In 1924, Roberts College in Consianvcinople
became the first college in a forcign land to incorporate basketball
in ive currliculum., <Chester N. Tobin has done much for the game 3n
Turxey. In 1924, he brought about the publication of the Iirst
tranclation of the American Basketball Rules into tho Turkish
langrage. Many of the pictures of American players were rcproduced
in this book ©of rules.

Today, the game is enjoying a rapid and enthusiastic growth
in the land of the Moslem. Louls W. Riess has done for Greece what
Tobin did for Turkey. He has translated the American game into
Grsek. Salonica was the birthplace of bagketball in Greece.

The goame in Mexico is well established. H. C. Aguirre oI the
University of Mexico, City of Mexico, and T. B. Rodriguez, et
Chiluahua, both graduates of the Y.M.C.A. school at Springfield,
Lave done much to promote the game in that republic. At present we
are in communication with Mexican basketball teams who are deslring
to make a tour through the United States.

In Caneada, hockey is the big game among the men, although
basketball is growing in proportion to the growth of indoor play-
ing space, much of which is now under construction in the dominion.

Canada possesses the World's Champion Girls'! Basketball Team
in the personnel of the Commercial Grades of Edmonton, Alberta.

This team has successfully defended its laurels both in this country
and in Europe. Coach J. P. Page has tutored this quintette for
eight or nine years. | |

After the Armistice was signed, two American teams, by in-
vitation from the British government, demonstrated basketball in the
British area of the war zone. The English toolr to it readily, dIn
the earlier days in England, basketball was introduced as a girl's
gome. Until a little more than a decade ago, the British did not
know that there was a game of basketball I'or men.

In Poland and Russia, where the cold weather prohiblits out-
door play, the lack of large indoor playing spaces is g hindrance toO
the game. Czechoslovakia received the gamc with open arms in 1920.

In the last decade, the World War has contributed its share
of advancement to the play program of Germany. Iany years nave
rassed since the American Army of Occupation vacated German soll,
tut it left behind something that it could not take away. That
somsthing was the American enthusiasm for Sports and Games. The
results of the Olympic Games of 1928 verify the above assertion.
Cermany assembled the largest Olympic group of competitive particl-
pants for thetry-outsf &f any country in the world. A wap=weary
world turned "en masse" to recrcation through sports and games.

' Very early we lecarned that the whole is equal tTo the sum of
its parts. Basketball is one of these parts. Germany 1s now taking
up basketball with an enthusiasm unsurpassed. To the immense pop-
ulation in her crowded and congested areas this sport has particular
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appunl. This countrv has long cconomizod in play space.  HeP
gymnasiums have for conturies been tlie gathering places for her
Tusnverein-her men of oxceptional physical skill. These gymnasiums
ore ncw Deing turncd over to basketkall and other indoor sports.
Basketball 1s Olympic bound.

T¢ Germon physigue, big and powerful, and the German mind,
pro. rossive and inventive, arc cspecially adapted to basketball.
The orly thing that will prevent the rapid growth of baskctball in
Cormary will be her failure to builld large arcnas rapidly enough
L0 zocp pace with her enthusiasm for her new national play-program.

Practically overy forcisgn country has fashioned its RQasket-
bell rules after. our fmerican gamo,.  Tho 'redson ror thigiis self«
cvident: They look to us as the mother country in this sport ana
have a right to expcet guidance in formulating rulos and in shaping
their idocals of sportmanship, ;

If it has not already boeon: donc, it would be a splendid
socrvice for the Joint Basketball Rules Committece to render, 1if
conics oI the Code of Sportmanship, translatod into every langucge
wheore the game has gonce, could be sent to thesc forecign neighbors.
Such offorts most certainly cdif'y sports and keep us 1in touch with
the athlectic leaders of otheéer lands. |

I know of no finer message to send to thc workcrs in romote

ands than that contained in thc words of the code.

REQp tho fulcs.

Keep faith wita your comradcs.
Kocp your tomper.
noen:yourscil $iL.
Koop a. . stout hcort an deledt.
Kocp your pridc undcr in victory.

Kcerw a sound soul, 2 clean mind, and a







































































































































