Noverber 11, 1944,

Mr. Robert Fuoss, Managing Bditor,
The Saturday Bvening Fost, |
Philadelphia 5, Penns)

dvania,

Dear lire Mll:

- Hetwrally the minds of many people wonder why the legally
constitubed athletic authorities of the National Collegiate Athletioc Assoo-

iation are not enthusiastic regarding an intercollegiate ozar the type of
J\lﬂﬂ' Landig.

' ' I am giving you this information am:ﬁdnnthlly. You
may never want to touch upon it in any way, but it will explain things to
you, I boliow, that vill be Mpful i.n fathoning this limuon.

_ I have lmown Major Jolm L. Gritﬁth for thirty-five or
more wm. .Mm Griffith was director of athletiocs and director of the
Drake Relays, as well as the football and other sports coach when one man
coached all sports. This was long before World War I. He was a better
then average coach and a great personality with organizing ability. Con-
fidentially, he has had a phobia to be in the President's Cabinet for years

as the educational athletic advisor of the nation, much after the manner of
the cm.iuimr of Nuutim. - .

w World War I he was one of the athletic administra-
tors, being stationed at Camp Dodge, just out of Des Moines. In 1918 just
before World hr X, I m a ocontract with George Huff, director of
athletios at Illinods, to go to Illinois. The war rumblings were then on
méwwwmamaomcmﬂl after the war. After the war things had
changed qui%e considerably and Major John L. Griffith was then an appli-
cant for intramural director at Illincis and one of the adninistrators of
‘the four-ysar coaching school oourse.

Some of my duties and some of Major Griffith's duties
m-wluppina. I went to Urbana t» confer with Mr. Huff regarding the
Jjob. dJust at that time the possibilitios opened here, and I chose the

competitive side while Major CGriffith, due to his war work, went into the
intramural and administrative field.

~ Vhen & conmissioner for the Big Ten was disoussed, Tom
Jones who was athletic director at Viisconsin, wrote me and asked if I was
interested in the commissioners job. He said there were certain factions
prmting Major Griffith of Illinois, and Wisoonsin was not at that time




