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THE CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AND PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

JOSEPH B. FLEMING AND AARON COLNON. TRUSTEES

C. C. GARDNER,
ASSISTANT GENERAL PASSENGER AGENT

A. R. WILSON,
TRAVELING PASSENGER AGENT

PAUL LEMON,
TRAVELING PASSENGER AGENT

K. W. Youne, _ DES MOINES 9, IOWA Jan, 31,1946

CITY PASSENGER AGENT

L. K. PERRY,
CITY TICKET AGENT

Pile 22~ 1003~ EG

F.C.Allen, Director of Physical Education ,
University of Kansas |,
Lawrence, Kansas

My dear Mr.Allen:
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th.

It is very disturbing to note the service you had over
our line , In the first place, our Kansas City office wrote me a
letter on January 22 that you were passing through Des Molnes ,
but said nothing in regard to your return trip. A representative
of this office was on the platform on your arrival. We did notl know
who was in charge of the party. He talked to one or two of your
men, but, anfortunately, he did not happen to contact you

Nothinz was said in regard to the return move and we really

knew nothing about it until the following day, the 25th; and the
only thing we were able to get at that time returning was three

sections.

Mr.King exchanged the tickets at the depot, and I hope
you did get more space after the train arrived .

I am forwarding your letter, together with a copy of this

letter, to Mr.P.W.Johnston, General Passenger Agent, Kansas City ,
who has charge of Lawrence, as well as Kansas City .
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January 28, 1946

¥re Ce Ce Gardner
Assistant Ceneral Passenger Agent
Rock Island

608 Equitable Life .A.uurtnee Building
Des Moines, Iowa

Dear kr. Gardner:

__ - I have just talked to Mr, Louis Cote, the ticket agent for Senta Fe here in
Lawrence, I registered my disapproval, yes, even my disgust, at the handling of our Unie
versity of Kansas basketball tean by the Rock Islend people out of Kansas City.

We ordered our tickets through Mr. Cote and ho. worked with tho Kensas City Rock
Island personnel, Over two weeks ago we asked for a pullman out of Minneapolis via Des
Moines to Kansas, Mr, Cote called two days beforfe and again a day before our trip, order-
~ing pullman reservations, He was told there were none to be had,

We also ukod ¥r. Cote to have the Rock  Island roprounhtivo contact us in
Des Moines so that if there wes any possibility of obtaining pullman reservations at that

_ late date, we wanted to avail ourselves of the opportunity, because we hacd some boys who
were not well when the trip started. '

~ We never saw eny representative on either leg of our ‘t:rip, with the exception
of Mr. Os Js Eing, the clerk in yvour ticket office at the Des Moines depot. He was the
one bright light of sunshine emenating from a gloomy Rock Island pioctures . |

But back to the original thesis., ' ?. ¥re Cote was told that there were no tickets
available for the Kansas team, yet two officials out of Kansas City on Thursday made re=-

servations for tweo pullmen beds, leaving Des Noines on your Mimneapolis train Friday night,
or rather Saturday morning, et 1130 A.M, These men seaw me in Ames, Iowa, and told me that
they were driving back after the game and that they had canceled their reservations and I
perhaps could get thoses This was the mission that took me to Mr. King's ticket window,
where he did everything possible to eid uses The train was late and did not leave Des
' Moines until four o'clock in tho morning, which added to our discoufortures One of our
- boys, Wendell Clark, was badly injured, having sprained a knee and an ankle very severely.
He was unable to walk end had to be carried, We had three men quite ill, Charley Ilack,
 George Cear, and Otto Schnellbacher, With these men fatigued after a hard game and travel-
ling through sub=gero weather and enduring this long wait with the prospects of not getting
a bed, it did not put us in any too good a mood to find that when we got on thetrain there
were sections unsold and not even made upes We had to purchase them on the train, Per-
haps there are some explanations to this story, and we would like to hear them,

The pullmn conductor was as pleasant and courteous as Nr. Kinb. I failed to
obtain his name and I should hlvu because he was one of the most cooperative employes whom
I have met, |

Very cordially yours,

Director of Physical Education,
Versity Basketball Coach,.




April 10. 1946 ' ’

Captain Harry C, Gray, Air Corps
0. Boax 208 | . |
Randolph Field, Texas ' | -

Dur Gordys

- - I am sorry that I have not been able to answer your letter -
of the 27th of February sooner, You undoubtedly have some conception of how

things have been going around Mount Oread during the tail end of basketball
seasones That in a small way will give you a general idea of why I have not

- been able to answer your letter, Nevertheless, may I say that your fine
letter was an inspiretion to me and I did appreoiate your oommnts 80 very much,

We finished the season, not as we would have liked togby

lossing to Cklahoma A & M, but I think with e fairly good record and one which
- Kansas should be proud of, Since we have practically ell of the same team back
next year, I am anticipating giving Oklahoma A & M more than they cen handle in
return for the double dose that they gave us this year.

I was interested in knowing of your plans to start a sporting
goods ltore in Harlingene I am sure that with vour personality and drive such
an institution will become a great success, Pleese let me know how things work
out flor you in this life, 1

| We are very happy‘ to have Mex around for a few days this
falle I was unable to keep track of him and so I am not sure what his final
decision wes about going to schools I did hear that he might go into business

with you in Farlingen,

COruiﬁly. w; will be heppy to have that third Gray in our
fold when he is ready., If he comes up to the expectations of his brothers, he
will certainly be & great athlete,

Thanks for your fine letter, Gordy. and let me hear from
you again in the near future, - _

Sinoerély.

o ——

e | ° Director of Physical iducation,
9 - ' Varsity Basketball Coach,




HEADQUARTERS

AAF Pilot School (Primary, Basic and Pilot Instructors)
RANDOLPH FIELD, TEXAS

27 February 1946

Dr. Forrest C. Allen

Director of Physical Education and

Basket Ball Coach

University of Kensas

Lawrence, Kansas 2

Dear Doe:

I picked up this evenings San Antonio Express and on turning to
the sports page 1 noticed where you had come through another tough
- season with flying colors.

Congratulations to yocu and your great team. I only regret that
I never had the pleasure to watch them operste. I have followed this
season's play quite closely ancd after noticirg victory after victory
piling up somehow it gave me o big charge.

Yes, it gives an o0ld Jayhewker a great deal of setisfaction and
warmth to know thet 1 was once s part of such & great institution and
backed up with so much tradition and prestire. :

Une doesn't quite realize the prestige and recognition you and
your tesms enjoy until thet person is quite removed from the immed-
iate vicinity of the school. I heve heard comments from quite a num-
ber of sports followers throurhout Texas and 1 don't believe I ever
nearc of a coach that wes eanymore respected nor whose teams more
feared. Yes, Doc, you have really created = lasting institution in
yourself and for the neme "Jayhawkers", May it always be that way.

1 am still in service and I am presently stationed at Randolph
Field as Director of Physical Treining. I have been temporarily
frogen from separation due to the fact they are unable to replace
me. However, I expect to be out before too long.

My plans, at present, are to stert a Wholesale-Retail Sporting
Goods Store in deep south Texas in Harlingen.where I took my first
coaching job. It will be some time before equipment will be avail-
eble. But when it does I will be ready.,

By the way, I have a kid brother thet will be ready for you 1in
about three years. He is 15 years old and the folks write he is
6'4 1/2" tall and weighs 186 pounds. He has been poing great guns on
the freshman teem and 1 believe will be a great prospect. I predict




he will make a far greater record than 1 was ever able to attain.
Keep yvour eve on him Doc.

Will have to close for this time. Hoping to hear from you again
I am,

Sincerely,

AP

-HARRY G. GRAY
Captain, #ir Corps
Box 308
Randolph Field, lexsas

P.S. Ruth sends her regards too.
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April 3, 1946

Dr. Forrest C, Allen
Basketball Coach
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen:

Thank you for your letter of lMarch 30, and 1 can well
appreciate how busy you must be.

I was just selected for Rotary, and I notice you are
a district governor. Tug Wilson is chairman of the new
class and Ted Bank is already a member, so we are building
up somewhat of an athletic corps in the Chicago Rotary

Club,
_Sincerely yours,
; '/John L. Griffaxs
Publisher
JLG: MA

THE ONLY NATIONAL PAID CIRCULATION MAGAZINE REACHING COACHES AND ATHLETIC DIRECTORS IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES



March 20, 1946

¥Mr. Doral Grose
1814 Fifth Avenvue
Dodge City, Kansas

Dear Doral and Mrs, Dorals

I feel that you ehildren are a part of my
family and although I have forgotten the Mrs,' name, I
still remember the wonderful time that I spent in your home,

| I want you to know that I appreciated your
loyalty and thoughtfulness in writing me as you did March 16,
It is such letters from you people that maeke you realize how
wonderful friends are, Although we did not win, or come near
it, it strengthens us in the assurence that friends are cer-
tainly whrthwhile,

I got a note from the Dodge City Chember of Commerce
asking me to spoak out there on the 8th or 15th of April, but

since I have Rotary district conference engagements in Kansas City
and Oklahoma City on the 7th and 8th and the 1l4th and 15th, I had
to decline, unless that date could be arranged following those
dates that I have, '

With all good wishes, I am

-

_ Sincerely yoin's,

Director of Physical Education,
FCA:VF .. Varsity Basketball Coach,
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March 19, 1946

| Lto J°hn Ho Glﬂn.n
- Lte Comdre U.S.N.R.
Pensacola, Florida

Dear Johns AR ’

Your telegram, which was greatly appreciated,
::dto our squad before the game, Each of the boys
approoiuted your wire immensely, as I did, but a seven~
foot, altitudinous giant is just too much for the ordinary
size human being, So long as the stupid Rules Committee
permits a ten-foot basket, they will just invite such freekish

exhibitions as an ordinary size man trying to play these
Alpine Als,

I am hoping that you will soon be out of the service
' and back at your old stomping ground,

' Qur boys expressed a fervent wish that you be
on tho beneh with wus., * |

Sincerely,

Director of Physical Education,
Varsity Basketball Coach,
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would be the finest service that he could render mee In my work I

- the university, so that if there is any service thet I may render
him, it will be rnpiadly given,

personality,

February 2, 1646

Mre. Ivan H, Grove, Director
Health and Recreation

Hendrix College
Conway, Arkansas

- Dear: Ivan:

Yes, indeed, I do remember iou and I am dolightod to hear
from you,

I tpproehto the information regarding Lynn Greeley, who will
enroll at K.U, this coming falle You cen rest assured that I will
give Lynn every consideretion and I will be pleased indeed to have
him on my squad,

I certainly do not consider this as anything but a friendly
message and 2 helpful one for this young men, I have always felt
that if a man would be kind to eny of my sons or my children, that

endeavor tc¢ do that for the other fellow's son, You tell Lynn that
I would be very happy to have him write me, even before he comes to

Thank you so much,

o trust that 111’0 has been good to you, as I am sure it hlh

Dre We Vs Parker, president of the Southeast Missouri Bta'ce
Teachers College at Cape Girardeau, is one of your distinguished
alumni, Dr. Parker was head of the Department of English at Ware
rensburg when I was there as Director of Athleties along from 1915
to 1919, He was a good gentlemen and an outstanding educatore. I
gsee him occasionally and I always link up your college with his
I pitched on the summer session team there and he
uught for the fmulty. so we had a lot of fun.

With all good wighes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Director of Physical Education, .
Varsity Basketball Coach, -




LR

HeNnDRIX COLLEGE

CONWAY, ARKANSAS

Jan. 28, 1946

Mr. dorrest Allen
Athletic Director
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Coach:

Perhaps you will not recall the writer of this letter, but

I was in your coac%school at Kensgs University one summer snd you were
als0 in my own homegwhen cecme down tMa's'ﬁ!ty, Kansas, to work with
the high school teanm.

Regardless of your memory on these two occasions I am informed
that a2 young man, Lynn Greeley, will enroll st vour institution this com-
ing fall. This boy's home, =5 I understand it, used to be in Huicheson,
Kansas, but he later came tc Little Bock, Arkansas. He is one fine
basketball player and really a grand fellow. '

1 was talking with Lynn the other day an d he indicated that
he was going to your University and I would like for wyou to take this
as an expression of appreciation for anything you can do for this young
mane <here is no doubt in my mind that he will mske you a valuable
player and at the same time I know that 2 little information beforehand
doesn't hurt a young man who is planning on enterine school.

I do not want you to construe this as an attempt to pressure
you in regard to this young man. As I understsnd it, he is fully able
t0 pay his entire way through the University. 1 merely use this as an
entrd e between the young man and youe J

Thanking you, I am,
Sincerely yours,

VSroue

Ivan H. Grove, Director
Health and Recreastim
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Hutchinson, Kansas,
January 29, 1946

Pbr. Forrest Ce 4illen,
Lawrenge,
Kansas

Dear Doctor allen:

Thank yoﬁ for your lettser of the 24th, relative
bo George's possible draft status.

In view of that situation, it does appear thut
he'll probably have to go into service beiore
May 1bthe  If so, I wonder if it might be smart
to check around to see if there would be

any advantage for him to try some form of en-
listment, to possibly cut down the time he may
be retained in the service. |

It seems that Congress is planning soms moves

to try to step up enlistments, and I doubt if
the draft law will be emtended beyond May loth.
Shouid it appear that George would not be called
prior to that time, perhaps he would hot be
called at all. -

Anyway , we much apprec late your interest in the
matters 1'1l try to see another of your baskev
ball games, and we can discuss the matver then.

Very truly yow

ymorﬁ Gear




December 19, 1945

M!'a PQUI B«._ (ross. .
Athletic Director |
Fort Hdayes Teachers Collepe
Haves, Kansas

Dear Pauls , | -

Conch Chalmer Woodard of the Lawrence Memorial liigh School
phoned me yesterday stating that you desired me to write to you concern-
ing his capability as a football coach. I am very happy te testify to

Coach Woodard's high efficiency as a teacher o? young men, both on and off
the athletic field,

s lot only is he an excellent olass room ingtruector, but
he is a fine gentleman who leads his boys by the power of his personality
and the service thet he renders them. llo is not the mere accidental type.
fils comching suocess is founded on experience and knowledge. In my opinion,

he is undoubtedly the bdst hirh school ¢oach in this state and I would reach
out into several other states without fear of contradietion,

e e Yook a course last sumer under e
Practice of Athletic Training. I found hin highly
interested, and at all times s
welfare of his boys. ,

; nanely, Theory and
intelligent, deeply
earching for things that would improve the

| - I finve seen his teams on the football field and have offici-
.ated & nuiber of his games, They are not only ' | -
and rudiments of the game, but they are gentlemen, both on

fields He has sterling character, is a man of family and o
- 8plendid eitizen of his commmnity, The school that obtains his services

will indeed be fortunate, le develops winners, And he will continue to
- do so irrespective of what type of competition he indulges in because of

his indefatigable energy, his fine personality and his sincere interest.
I an glad %o recommend him without reservation or evasion.

dincerely,

_ Director of Physical Education,
G ; o> 4 Varsity Basketball Cosc!i, -




December 14, 1940

Lt. Chester C. Gibbens-0574711
6501st Bomb Group.

AsPe0. 182, c/0 Postmaster

San Irancisco, Californiae

Dear lebby:_

I do very ruch appreciate your fino lot‘bor
written Hovember 12, Please do not think that I have failed

 to appreciate the motive that prompted you in writing regard-
ing Lt. Alan D, Bllies, 501lst Bomb Group, A.P.0. 182, og
Postmnater, Ban Wranoiaoo. California.

lmm you: told me that Lt. Ellioa' address was
Mington Court House, Ohio, I would have known that they
played good hasketball, because I am acquainted with that
environment. Those boys around that area play mighty nice

basketballs I had a coaching nohool in that area 1n the late
20's or the early 30's.

Doubtlnn his letter will be on the way to Guam
whm you are headed home. My sonein-law, Lt. lions, stationed
at Guam, is on hisg way home for discharge., 1 think I wrote you
about hinm but I imagine you did not get a chance to see him, I

am enclosing a carbon copy of the letter that I have written
Lto Blliou

Flease be assured that I approoiato your thoughf.-

fulness and loyaltye I certainly would be happy to have tl'a
boy enroll in the University of Kansas. _

Hf:t.h all good wishes, I an

S8incerely,

Director of Phynioal Education,
Varsity Basketball Coach.
















