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Dear Friends: - o s g
; Happy New Hear to all of ,you! Thic year we are all finding it hard to sing,

Peace on Earth” aren't we? Our thoughts have been with all of you mothers since

the radio and newspapers announced "Wari" Yet, some way, some how we feel that God
will show us the right side and will reveal 4o the world that Heis still in hcaven.
Every day we pass the German Embassy where the swoshika has bpeen flyings. Down ‘the
street a fow blocks is the rod, white and blue waving over tha Us S« Embassye. A
few days ago that swastike was takon down, that Embassy was cmpty. But the Stars
and Stripes still wave in the breeze« Now., frionds, is the opportune time for
m-'-ing that "Good Neighbor Policy" & true symbol of Christien friendship., Early
the next morning after the radio hud announecd the bombing of U Se proper
Colombicn neowspapers announccd in large hecadiines. "Colombia breaks dipiomatioc
relations with Japan”, A fow days later we road, "Colombiu breaxs diplomatic
rclations with Germony ond Italy"e Thesc South American countries showed this true
loyalty to our country whon all the néws wes bad for us. If now wo North Americans
will do our part and not “bunglo the job", If we will only give to thesc people
true values, tiruc ropresontations of our pecoplo, not falsc idonls as wo too of'ton

have done in the posti
In tho past mony peoplo come down hero from the stotes with the sole aim of

meking moncye Aftor thoy had mads their "pile of gold" thoy hurried home. They

loft nothing horc oxcept folse impressions of our eitizense Many South Americans
thirk thot oll Worth ancrieccns drink end, ingomoral, "tear up ned". Thoy think that
North Americinis fcel themsclves suporior in ovory woy and, after knowing these
sonsitive, omoticncl snd proud people onc can understand thoir distrust of the

northeci'n neighbors,

When we arrived in Bogota’we hed to 4ake o Colombian toncher from our school
with us to buy our furniturc. Why? Beeiuse wo are North Americens and the prioes
would be doubled, This Colombiin mom bought all our furniture for us at o very
recosoncble pricee.

Then wo went into o store some time ago to buy something o young men bohind
the counter said, "You arc from the stotos. Whoo state? Ve answerod, "Fonsas”e He
sc.id proudly, "I hivo beon in the statese I wont to go baclke It is wondcrful thore,
Hor in Soukh Americr it is tuo slowe Wo don‘t have nighteclubs or anything.'

A1l Colombio rocognizos tho covanceomont 27 the Ue 8. in oducation, sclontifie
researsh. ote. Thoy admire the country up north but they do not ontircly trust
their noighber, If wo scn only ke that Gond Neighbor Tolicy workable, make 1t
work both ways, wo will hove acecomplished something very worthwhile, They have
oponed the door for use Thoy arc showing us they went to be fricnds, Lot us not
elosc tha door by scnding peopic whe cre not truc North Americuns down herce

Tnosc pcople arc quite differont, they speck a different languige, they havo
differont customse. We can ionra much from thome They have rotained the gracious=
ness that so mony of us huve loste. Thoy wre apprecictives They live simplye The
strocts arc almost ompty after 10:30 in tho eveninge

In ordor to undorstend them one must lecrn their langucge ond their customs.
They arc shead of us in this rospcot. English is roquired in all the schools horee
Every onc wonts to spcak Dnglishe Even taxi drivers aro striving to spcak English.
We hoeve found that, with only = smz2ll amount of language study, we know thesc
poople bottore It is « terrible mistcko for onyonc who doos not speak Spenish to
come dovm horo, look around, then roturn and writo or tcll of ceonditions dowm horo.
It connot be donc that vmys There is much criticism of John Gunther's book on
"Inside Latin-America, Ono must live, talk, wolk oand visit in the homes of these
pcople to really know theme They hove tn inborn, uncultivated eppreciation of art
and boautyes It scoms to us thot when that love of ort and beauby exists in a

poople thon God will not be hord to finde Tho art teacher in our school is an |
artist from Froncee He belioves in free Froncce Ho hes studled in England, Franceo

Ttoly ond UsSe Wo hovo scen some of tho sharconl drawing made by students of his
nd we aroe eortoin thet thoy would be o morvel 0 pcoplc in the statese

A short timec apo o father of one of the boys in our school come to plead
that we give his son somc work to do that he might econtinue his educaijion. This
boy had won merc scholastic honors than any other in tho school but h:u.s_f&'bher’s
busincss hed beon so poor that he had becn unable to pay the boy's tuition in
rull during the post year and feared thot his business would not improve during
the coming yeare Yot he wonted his boy to attend our school so that he could got
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