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1, Oswald Road,
Chorlton-cum-Hardy,
- MANCHESTER, 21,
Y. X3, 99;
Dear Mr.Allen,

I have had the pleasure of reviewlng
vour BETTER BASKETBALL for the "Manchester -
City News (May 20,1939), having obtained a
copy from the London office of the lMcGraw-Hill
Publlishing Co.lLtd. |

* Later I asked lMessrs.McGraw-Hill for
a copy of your MY BASKETBALL BIBLE for review
purposes but they told me they had never heard
ol the book .

I wonder if I would be imposing on
you'lf 1 asked you to let me have a copy. 1
am particularly anxious to add this work to my
gmall library on basketball - the finest game
in the world : I shall review it, of course.

Perhaps you may help me in other res-
pects, too. Could you favour me with photographs
of yourself and Dr.James Naismith, who, I am
given to understand, 1s still a member of the
faculty of Kansas Unlversity? Any biographical
data about both of you would also be welcomed.

' If you have written any other Dbooks
on the hoop game I should appreciate. detalls.

Basketball has not yet been adopted 1in
Britain in a big way. The public still confuses
the sport with the girls' gamg, netball . The
war has' dealt basketball a hnasty blow, for all

the Mormon missionaries, who were the backbone

of English basketball, have returned to the

States. But our National Competition is to

E .




continue.

I believe the sport has a big future in
this country, although it has been played here
for more than 20 years already | I, myself, have
played since 1927, and have taken part in
tournaments on the Continent, where the game
hag certainly taken on well.

iy ambition is to see basketball played
by Britons like cricket and football. The Amateur
Basket Ball Assocgiation is doing good work in
this direction. Another fond hope of mine is to
be able to watch a first-class match in America.

Well, Mr.Allen, I hope you will receive
this letter safely and that I haven't bored you.

Looking forward to your reply,
I am,

Cordjially yours,

e Lo

URENCE NELAON.
4

g

Forrest C.Allen, Esqge.,
University of Kansas,
Kansas City,

Kansas, |

UsSeA,
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PAY COLLEGE PLATERS '

Dr. John K. Brallier of Latrobe, Pa., is the guy who started peel-
ing frogskins off the pigskine who started demanding bucks for buckinge.
fle was our first professional football player,

And now at 61, Dentist Brellier is still yelling for footbsll
dough} not for himself but for the lads who play it. He is cam=-
paigning for pay checks every month for college performers, @s well
as the pross * '

"I wes the first men sver paid outright for playing football" the
robust old moler meuler séid. "But 1 gertainly wasn't the first to be
subsidized for joining & college teams Colleges were taking care of

ball boys long bofore my timee They're still doing it under
That subeross business is wronge They should pay the boys

iy _ enaend & grandfather through one
of his offspring, says he became America's first pro gridster back
in 1895, He was attending Vashington and Jefferson at the time and
just beginni g his gallop to glory as a quarterback.

The nearby steel town of Latrobe had its own football team.
This outfit was slated for an important game when ite quarterbeck,
Descon Blair suffered an attack of c¢olic, spavin the heaves or some~
thing. So the Latrobe menager, in desperation, got in touch .
Brallier at We @ind Je and asked if he sould fill in for Blair. Brallier
replied, "I don't see how I could do it."

"But we've just got to have a good quarterback for this game,"
insisted the frantic menager. "Would $10 and expenses interest you?"
11111 say it willl" exolaimed Bralliers I'1l be your quarterbacks’

IN BIG DouUCH

In those days 10 bucks and expenses was big dough for the sturdy
but struggling son of Widow Brallier of Indiana, Pa. Accordingly
Brallier participated in several Latrobe gemes wrile still playing with
We 8nd Jes And he was peid for every Latrobe game. |

Latrobe's team was composed of young steel workers, miners and one

of two former college players. They were competing for fun and fame
alone=-a8 were the lads on all other town and city teams=-until Brallier

came alonge Vhen the word got out that our dentist friend wes getting
paid, other stellar performers started demanding ocash for their efforte.
Such was the birth of the commercial gridsbtar.




De mi mayor consideracidn § estimas

Degde hace cierto tiempo trataba
de obtener su nuevo libro "BETTER BASKETRALL" y en.momentos~&n quefé
habfa redactado ya una carta para solicitdrselo directamente, aca-
bo de recibirlo por intermedio de la misma casa importadora que
hace varios afios puso en mis manos "WY BASKET BALL BIBLE" .-

La presente carta no tendrfa ya objeto. Perc

sincero deseo de hacerle 1legar las modestas exnr981ohes de mi fe-
licitacidn por tan generosas contribuciones al pro.resoe del bas-

ketball y por lo que en cuanto a ellas me correspondeagradeeerle

ente.~ Ademds le expreso mis deseos de recibir un catéd-

logo de “Gﬂal-Hi“, que legﬁ; espero puede tener buena acoglda en

No me parece inoportunc &Gzgregar, a marnera de presentacion, que
en esta capital desempefio @1 cargo de crftico de basketball desde
bace 15 aﬁos (actualnente enn "EL DIARIO"). Me 1nlcle como "eoach" :
en 1935 § desde 1937 he dirigido en varias oportunldades los se~-
Jeccionados de basketball Uruguayos inecluso cuando €stos vencie-

ron &1 €egulipo norteamericane gue nos visitd dltimamente y cuando
recientemente (Enero de 1040) el Uruguay conguistd invicto elCam-
neonato Sudamericano de Basket Ball sobre Argentina, Brasil, Chi-

1e, Paraguay y Peru.-

Reiterdndole las expresiones de ml agradecimiento y mis fellcl-,

taciones mas sinceras, gquedo a la espera de su amable respgestay

l1le galudo affmo.

i direccidn: {4
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MONTEVIDEO -~ Uruguay. ne







































