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ue and League of Nations
By BILL CUNNINGHAM it
It’s amazing how faithfully and how often the world of
sport mirrors democracy in all its perfections and its problems.

{Maybe it’s one with what some analysts have. claimed about

religions—that a deity resembles -his worshippers both 1n
physical appearance and in mental and moral attributes, that
he i1s, 1n. fact, but an idealization of themselves. ot
“You touch heaven,” wrote Novalis, “when you lay your.
hand upon a human body,” meaning, undoubtedly, that part
ot diyine intelligence is represented within ourselves and that -
most of our attempts to comprehend a life bevond are, con-
sciously or subsconsciously, idealizations of the only life we
know. ' ’ ' s
Maybe sport, team sport, is idealization, too. Certainly
it has all the primary attributes—fairness, courage, honesty,
gallantry. It calls for co-operation, co-ordination, discipline, .
sacrifice for an ideal, and some more, and still, true to the
fashion of life in a democracy, it runs into confusion and fail--
ure through whang-brained handling.. There are'those who
are perpetually trying to straighten this out with one resound-
ing suggestion or another, but, up to date, they've got no«
where, just as those trying to do the same things with nations
have got nowhere. S

the perfect parallels.

HE MEANS TO BE HEARD s i el
- Nationally, we’re thinking again in terms of a League of
Nations. Various politicians and publicists have broached the
subject boldly or cautiously, depending upon their professional
satety or their ventral vis viva. . Mr. Willkie has sounded his

A. Minnesota’s young governor, Stassen, now newly in the
Navy and saying he intends to stay there, has gone all the
way in two magazine articles. Minor prophets have sug-.
gested that Mr. Roosevelt sees the chance to become the-
most powerful and historical temporal figure this planet has’

ever produced through changing from President of the United.
States to President of the World. Et cetera. KA i

|
And they’ve failed for precisely the same reasons. Note

And just to show you how things go, in terms of the con-
stant parallel, out in the currently flood-bound corn patch"
ot Kansas, the mighty voice of Dr. F. C. (Phog) Allen, veteran.
athletic director and basketball coach of the University of -
Kansas, 1s suddenly lifted across all the weary miles between
demanding a League of Intercollegiate Athletic Conferences.

- Dr. Allen 1s a first-class basketball coach and a self-start- .
ing Cicero slightly crossed with klaxon. No long-eared, shoe
box-nosed, bush-tailed nightingale indigenous to the native

|vicinage and born to tug a plow can out-sing the Dr. when

he really gets going. The crows flap their ebon wings and
head wildly for neighboring Missouri, while the rabbits are
drowned by the thousands trying to make it in terror across
Rattlesnake River when he lifts those snoring tones. The
'man shakes the ground. . - Al Tha et

Noting, evidently, where every form of economic sky=

-|writer from thé womb-to-tomb boys to the Virginia feed-the-

world Zolivas are feverishly blue-printing the great post-war -
paradise, the Dr. hitches up his britches, takes a running start: -
and throws his weight against an autocephalous situation
existing in the campus sporting sphere. His idea is that he

might as well brew up a little post-war paradise, too.

. Instead of approximately 118 college conferences and



1assoc1at10ns, most of them with different rules and beholden -

yjonly to themselves, he wants them all locked into one national
‘land overall oro'amzatmn, with a czar like baseball’s Judge

|Landis, and a standardized code of regulations. Each indi-:
vidual unit would still have its straw boss, but there’d be &
Top Guy with full crack-down powers to settle all arguments
and make all decisions. The Dr. even states this super- gentle-a
man's salary. It would be $50,000 a year. T

IT JUST CANT BE DONE =

I'm for it, but it’s got about as much chance of comlng
to pass as a testimonial dinner to Hitler in your nearest syna-l. -:
|gogue. It would pull the linch-pin completely out of our inter-
colleglate athlet1c cosmos as 1t 1s, or was, and coast-to- coast"‘--
reorganization would have to be complete. g

The Muscovites have just liquidated their Communlstlc.,f .
International and part of the official reasons given read, “Pro- |
found differences, even contradictions, in- the historical de- :
velopment of every land and in their social structures, differ-
lences of level and rate of social and political develepment
. . .~ made it impossible further to run the affair from one -
master blue-print. That’s what they said, an yhow, and
| whether that's the truth, or an out, so far as the Ru551a11 lead-"
lers go, it’s a stralght descr1pt1on of the college athletlc dlfﬁ-
culties.

Not only do very few of those 1ntercolleg1ate grouplngsf i
operate the same way, but most of them seem to have differing -
and.determined convictions concerning what is right and what -
|lwrong in any given circumstance. The common denominator -
would be very hard to find. Some would quit and others ‘die "
if- 1t ever were found, wherever and whatever it is, and set
up as the law of the stadium Medes and the gym ﬂoor Per-',;-.-
sians.
I once went into this matter as a definite piece of research g
and was forced to abandon it completely as irreducible and
undecipherable. What can you do when you find a couple -

of institutions such as Stanford and Harvard, each celebrated,
each clean and each socially hygienic on its coast, and yet .
both completely at variance upon what constitutes ﬁnanmal;‘#
help to an athlete, and each insisting, politely but 1mm0vably;

that it is correct?

IRRECONCILABLE DIFFERENCES

The difference in what constitutes proselytizing, what |
.|constitutes an athletic scholarship, what constitutes eligibility
rchanges almost from conference to conference. 'Finding the
-imedian between the Southeastern Conference and the Ivy"
|League, for instance, would be like looking for the halfway
.\mark between the F rench Foreign Legion and a Sunday schoel - -
|class. The Sunday school class is not going to enlist to fight =
\the Arabs and the Legion has no interest in turnmg 515, s0
where are you? 13
There’s all that, and then there are the social swnlﬁcances :
Dr. Phog doesn’t suggest tampering with schedules but, with
a standardized set-up, the temptation to work out a real .
national championship annually would be great. Great—and -
(strongly resisted by certain teams jealous of their loca] repu-_'jj‘_'-
'Itations and their local exclusiveness.
' The Catholic colleges, either more brazen or more honest |
in their building of teams, have been the victims of exclusion -
on both coasts. The Pacific Coast Conference has resisted -
(all pressure to include Santa Clara and St. Mary’s, whereas _
|the Ivy institutions on this shore don’t play Boston College -
at all, and Holy Cross only on the skip-stop pattern.. The per-:
|fection of the proposed plan would probably expect Dives to
deal with Lazarus on a more f{raternal basis than merely
tossing him the crumb of a Stadium date about once in every
10 years. But who can deliver the Dives? - B
Tracing the parallel any further is no intention of mine.
I'm for a league of some sort or other when the war ends, l.
as long as we don t have to surrender our 1dent1ty as a nation,
our traditions or our way of life. Somebody’s got to straddle
that Hun. But those who are thinking in terms of an inter- .
national camp-meeting can well afford to skid an eye across -
that college sports world jumble. Who's gomg to give up.
what? Who's going to say what’s rlght what's wrong? Who, -
if a jam comes, is| gomg to make ‘em? Who's gmng tp he}p:--:;-.

and what with?
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Circus Entertaining Boston X

| The circus is in Boston Garden. The only casualty thus far g
Was May Kova, animal trainer, who was clawed twice by a black|,
panther. There was almost another circus in the House chamber |; ¥
in Washington, where Rep. Gene Cox, 63-year-old fiery Georgian,|-

walked over to the chair of 31-year—old Rep. Will Rogers, Jr., of
~ California, and said Rogers had accused him of taking a brlbe
Cooler law-makers stepped in, just as Cox attempted to tie a
headlock on Rogers...... There were no casualties..... F

The Rum! plan was killed by the House, after the Presiden’ |
indicated he would veto the bill, and some sort of compromise
measure is believed on the way...... In Massachusetts, the House|}
killed the proposal to finance old age assistance payments through g
a state lottery...... Seven women have been appointed as specw,l,?
police guards at Massachusetts Institute of Technology......
And Mrs. Alice Dixon Bond, literary editor of The Herald, is the|
new. president of the Womens City Club of Boston......

‘Navy Secretary Knox, in town last week, predicted Allied
attacks on Europe and Asm in the near future...... President
Roosevelt’s letter to Premier Stalin has been delivered persona,lly
in Moscow by former Ambassador Joseph E. Davies. Stalin read |k
~ the letter, withheld immediate comment and then talked with|?

Dav1es for two hours......
'Segt. Allan J. Gately of Medford, in the Army at Ft. Devens

:l‘or the past 13 months, received a quest1onna1re from his local
draft board last week with an explanation they wanted to classify
him for military service......Three New England girls are among
the newly arrived WAACs in North Africa. Introducing Third
Officer Susan Hammond of Nahant, Auxiliary Sadie A. Coury,
Torrington, Ct., and Auxiliary Alice A Boose, Lewiston, Me.......
A‘love-sick woman war worker was given WLB permission to
~ leave her job in Hartford and take another at Pearl Harbor,
where her swain labors at war work, too. The WLB ascribed 1tI

a case of “sickness of the heart”..... ;

LaGuardia Predicts Duce to Quit

... Mayor LaGuardia, who fought with Italy as an Allied nation
in. the last war, predlcted in New York that Mussolini would soon
“sneak out of Italy in the dark of the night and abandon the
e B S Which wouldn’t be a bad idea...... It looks as though
the Americans now have the island of Attu in their grasp, in
addition to what remains of the Jap soldiers there...... Elmer
J. Flynn, Jr., 23, of 12 Arnold circle, Cambridge, a Navy store-
keeper, was given the Silver Star medal for heroism in landing
operations on the African coast last November......

Nearly 30,000 workers are out in a wage dispute at six
- Chrysler Corporation plants in Michigan, where the principal
item of production is tanks...... Tufts College awarded 206
degrees last week. Bernard Baruch, a war advisor, was to have|=
received the honorary degree of doctor of laws, but he was called !B
back to Washington and thus lost out. Tufts does not award||
honorary degrees in absentia......Sgt. Edward J. Kelley of 319{ -
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Allston street, Brighton, and Capt. Charles F. Conner of 22 Thomp-|§
son lane, Milton, both heroes on Guadalcanal, are now takmg it
easy for a while on some South'Sea island camp,..... i -

Braves Drop Notch in Standing

The Boston Braves on their last Sabbath at home couldn’t
sée well enough to bat in runs and they dropped a doubleheader|
to the Chicago Cubs, of all people......And dropped into third

place in the National League......The Braves, however, did nobly
during their home stay and hope to do as well on the western|§
/5" o A G S PR The Red Sox come home after what might be called

a poor road trip and they’re still in the cellar of the American |}
League..
There s a. new world lightweight champion of New York||
.+....B0b, Montgomery of Philadelphia, who defeated Beau Jack||
very decisively...... But Montgomery can’t be recognized as|
champion in his own state because Pennsylvania is a member
‘of the National Boxing Association and the champion of that
group is Sammy Angott, another Pennsylvanian, who has beaten
Montgomery three tlmes in overweight matches ...... So that’s

@1 uan ! Y OURNOSR Although their coach, Don Enoch 1S now a lieuten- ||
ant in the Army, the Newton High track athletes won the state|]
Class A championship once more...... A Newton habit...... Bel-
mont High won the Class B championship...... And, finally,|
Suffolk Downs is still doing a big business...... The daily average
for the first 12 days is $562,000...... This despite the fact that|
all the travel there must be by trolley ecar...... Aren’t you fellows
proud of the way horse-players are showing their ability to keep l

= —

going wynder adverse conditions?...... n
Sincerely '

) ERNAE e o e
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July 16, 1943

Mr, Forrest C.(Phog) Allen
University of Kansas
wrence, Kansas

Dear Phog: |
Will you please airmail me your views on a post-war commissioner to rule
ntercollegiate athletics? I am planning a post-war sports series in the near
future and would like to include your proposal in it, May I use your byline
on the story?%?
ooking forward to seeing you again when the basketball season rolls around,

Sincerely yours,

Chip Rdéyal i (;

a ' Sports Editor



AP Features,
50 Roockefeller Plaza,

I am doing the best I cam for you on short notice. Iuemﬁm
Sl 4 __ that T wnt tho thst ¥issouri State

'111 mti« then tht Is
; ‘&o ahry if you desire.

My idea was that this czar would have the same powers as Judge Landis,
and that he would not be a comuissioner or an athletiec director, or anyone
connected with intercollegiate athleties. He would coms entirely from the
muhwmmmavataﬂ:nmﬁhwonEhﬂmmWw

meumbrances. He should be & lawyer, and preferably a judge
mmmwammnmrmlm in rendering decislions.
He might be & dean of & law college, dut he should have a matiomal reputation
ru'anmhﬁu.-

biiize the almost impossible baseball lihstim
MWM&MM&tmwmﬂmmtawma
prestige eimilar to that of Judge landis could do something for intercolleg-
jate athleties. The income should, of necessity, be lucrative, say at least
.MMaw.mmmeruuumﬁwnmmsmnm

mbﬂﬂuwu leti ‘ 7

ineligible Mfmmﬁdﬁm He would also utwthoulmhﬂhip

mm-&nmm«mwmmmmam-
Lo ,_ . o ‘foth-wimruh‘hunofm




of these schools entering such a uhm I do not infer that there would
be any coercion in the mewbership. purely voluntary pro-
m:ntm with m sonference as to i.tl merbers '--p,. but it would be &
ed res lon that they would agree to set this up just as the
" changed to "sha -3." Mﬂn he umm thu hm Mliw
ers p of huhnll. then b forced the magnates into fming him %o enforce
their rulu. There was no ﬁmﬁn.

Thu rmm I mgsast the Iarge

. of their studemt w :
1 had hoped ®mt this scheme could

mmw&a nmmnthit. Irnlm Mis mly ﬂuymnmld
initiate such & move. The large majority of m:'aimu of colleges have
‘not been overly enthusiastic the way the football business has gone, and
basketball iz just as bad m'apwﬁmwy Treack in some sections faces
the same danger.

After the war we will have our stadia overf{lowing with :mhww.
Our eolleges will be bulging with students returning fromn the war. And in
my opinion this is the only way that we can clean up the nasty mess that
n have gotben into. Then, and then only, can coaches show their True
coaching skill. As it has been, it is merely thammhlar of aﬂhm
hlmtmtéahmamrim You will wunders this is for a
sports, not just football, but for mrythm in mmm legi
It is the policing of tha entire oTO
- planned. There is enowg ' ' : 1o, - .
eollege that tries %o m over so ht mwly mm
far some time. OSut it will cost money, but it will save thousands QM
wousends more than it costs. It would build up the weaker elubs and
mmmw:m:::mﬁtﬂ the income at the gate would be tre-
- mendous for everybody concerned. It would revive intercollegiate athletics
‘all over the mation and would not determine the schools that have been
successful bwmm "'big time" athleties, in the sense of buying foothall
teams and other athletic talent, would be outs

If there is anything here that is not nhm'. I would be glad to have
you interrogate me, and I will see if I camnot ulmruptlnpoinhtorm.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,







G If Judge Lendis could stabilizo the almost

Then 1t was wy notion that e

ty people responsible for i

authority e fire them.

the college administration of many probleus.

. ' | SO SS1009rSAlL | |
' g ' : | l . :




' nm mn,m . me . ts

. %hds that we ﬁn h'n sowme sort of an
g aneration at .ﬁflnﬁl'

u ption, m*-t m m -ah. tnn in thp m of m tma

' for & job of euy kind. T @ cnly interested
: 1 nm no desire s otios tie e as other

Dhrestor of P’mm Bducaticn,




ir, m Ham,

Dear Bus:

You asked me for some data on the post-war planning con-

cerning intercollegiate athletics. Ihlﬂmhtxhduu
several years ahead when I made this mnmm
State Teachers College, Cape Girardeau, ﬂu-m,tn
a na
tha

You will notice that I set up a scheme for uml
collegiate athleties, This would mean t this ozar

same powers as Judge Landis, and my idea is that he mlautb
comnissionsr or an athletic director, ummm
intercollegiate athletics., He would come entirely from the
tfqmwnﬂwmk»hthwﬂdhumw
Wum

.He should be a lawyer, and preferably a judge who has al-
ready established himsell for fearlessness in rendering decisions.

He might be a dean of a law college, but he should have a national
reputation for fairness and justice.

The income should of necessity be luerative, say at least

$50,000 a year, &“mﬁ%nﬁumﬂimﬂsm
'!.Mmmlw.

He, of course, would have commissioners of each conference
under him and they would be subject entirely to his decisions, He -
muhuhwwhm-wumumhrnnuh.w

m Mhnmmhsnean
be compatible with each other. mmw
MQuMmuMumemm-ﬂmi
came through the university chamnnels., This would stop these secret

subsidizations that have always caused so much trouble of one outfit
raising the ante on the other,

- This high commissioner would have the power to suspend an
institution if they did not conform to the rulings. The reason that
I say this man should be a lawyer is because i1t would be absolutely

Wrnhhﬁ set up Just laws and exact just findings in oase
of a freacture of the rulings.

%



The American Association of University and Colleg
Presidents 'a--f:ﬂ'nmhmmummthum. 4§ -
hhuhnw%ﬁuﬁ:mmm”hmh«m'um;

I told you when you asked me for this that I was not desir-
trying h m'h this move at all Mt I m out h ihl muu
hereby confidense could ﬁw“ bﬁ restored in intercolle

4if athle ;mhhpﬁmnughpkn,
i of necessity take just such action as this.

m mw m ht m m mm

m, Bus, that the day of the coach who works three

three m 1- outs fh- dmerican college president
He is tired of the fellow
| m or m Mm a day for three months.

u m. some llm:l are
muﬁmnﬁh‘uuwm mmtamunquua-mm
There will be enough bugs get into the new schems of things after it

has run a generation.

' m,m.xmmumunmwmnhm
uﬂnny. wuﬁ.ulh yverything in a -mxma, or u tm for the
or in my lette tht in m alm. 1 'lmlld be ;hd to have m hmoguh
umMMm&pﬂhmIﬁumulmnﬁdw%up
for you before you write nw armh. You un thh u for
-.11 mh not just footba in intercollegiate
It is the polieing of tm mﬁn programn, jmt nh our
rt is plmd mn h um power %o mhut the recalcitrant
mﬁm m lm ﬁu mt it -111 nmt money, but 1% uin save




for everybody concerned. It would revive intercol
mnmuﬂmmuﬂd-ﬂ* tormi:













Sunday night.

Dear Doctor Allen:

Am only now beginning to catch up bn my correspondence
after three*whirlwind';eeks here, I am out at the Capitol on the Sen-
ate side.in addition to covering major'sports eventis, whenever they
66m§ along, |

four letter enabled me to turn in my first story, and
Jou may have seen it in one of the Mlissouri Valley papers.

' I had an'fhjoyable Interview with Paul 6}Leary, former
Ke Us track star. He is in OPA, Another former Kansas man here y§
Jake Engle, on the AP regional desk, Wasn't he one of your gtars?

What is going to happen in the Big Six in football,
Doctor?

Tuesday, I have an assignment to cover a meetling between
congressmen and war department officials on the propos ;d & gr-vice TTERERS
teams' champlionships. I would be interested in your reactlions to this,
or anything else that you see bobbing up in the national pilcture, I
have always found that your observations are well ahead of others,

Washington has stolen my heart, as it does of almost
everyone, I suppose. +t is beautiful, fascinating,sﬁiftin devel=-
cpmente, and there are so many 1nterestiﬁg places to go that I find
it difficult to decide on & certaln one. But you probably have been
nere many times and know the town much better than I do,

It was kind of you to write so promﬁti§,*DoctorA119n,
.'and I am most grateful to jou.Your letter was likea*ilp.s¥a- on the

A

xegards, 7

back right‘When I needed it. May I hear from you again soon?



see a alm M.ll of Imlth for thleticn

e .,1 m on A C&X "" ¥y 1 m | m I
=iss n-»-‘“"'w me TR »:“ L
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TELEPHONE 7020

JAMES H. HAMMOND
LAWYER

6 SECURITY FEDERAL BLDG.
COLUMBIA, S. C.

May 25, 1945

Doctor Forrest C. Allen
Department of Athletics
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doctor Allen:

I noticed in our local paper, "The State",
reference to your hope that we could get out of
the nasty mess of college athletics.

Having tried to do the same thing here in

South Uarolina with our colleges, 1 would like
to find out if you have any particular data other

than what 1 see in the paper.

Something certainly has got to be done.

Very truly,

Jan: I's






& 1, 1945,

Mre. John A, Griges,
MAMQMLIB;G#-.

_ Lawyers have had tholr disbarnent proceedings for erring lawyers;
mmmmm IMtﬂ'aMmhu'inh-
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soce a cleaner bill of health for athletics. Those on the
thtszMﬁnthfWﬂﬁzmme
mmwﬁunmxaumormmmmmm

such a college.

- mrmmumnmrmwm I realise tha
it would be a very diffioult thing to get all the ocolleges in Amerioa
to have wmiform rules, 1t I did think that there were enocugh educators
who would welcoms & more wholesome partiocipation in athletios in the
colleges. The great wvalue of education through play can de acoomplished
wmm.mu&wmmtmmmmmmm
s I think

athlsatics if the mmumuﬁmotmmeymwm
dents should sct on some scheme that would dake the disciplining out of
their hands and place it in a tribunal who would oriticisn and

suspiclon.

be above




_ My notion was that this organization would be one of voluntary
membership. No college or organization would be forced inte it, but

if conflerences now organiged, which are faculty controlled, should have
a ozar who would handle the matter as Judge landis has handled organized
baseball, then most of our proselyting and subsidizing would end because
the word "shall" would force the commissioner to do the things that the
national baseball commission has forced Judge Landis to do. If it were
epﬁml.mﬁﬁnwd“-w'mw.mmwhmd‘h
comaissioner would be lost. -

Of course, these schools would schedule games only with members
in the organigation, mdmy tmmtuﬁcumldmlym
with outsiders. _

It was my idea that until we stopped the mﬁﬂty the alumni
and the coaches and athletic direciors who are tled in o 17 with
%Mmﬁmﬁtﬁﬁhu@lmﬁ. then we will never
improve a very bad situation.

My only desire in setting this idea out to the public was in the
hope that the college presidemnts would see a way out. Of cowrse, they
would have to imitiate it. No one else could. Certainly I am not
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Dr, F, C, Allen
Athletic Department
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doc:

I noticed this column about you in the Boston
Herald, and not knowing whether Bill Cunningham is
syndicated out in God's Country, I thought I would

send it along to you, thinking you might be interested
in 1t.,

As you can see by the letterhead, I am now w1th
The Atlantic Refining Company in Providence, Rhode
Island, end feel that I am sitting ouite well,

I go back into the Army in June, leaving my wife
and son which are new additions since you last saw

e,
Please give my best to all your family.
With kindest regards, I am
JAG:dm |
Enc. E
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