FOUNDED IN 1890

A. S. SCHULMAN ELECTRIC COMPANY
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Box 218 b

PROVO, UTAH
HOME OFFICE: Contract Plancor 301
537 S. Dearborn Street Geneva Steel Works

CHiICAGO, ILLINOIS

February 25,'1944

Dear "Doc",

Eight short and interesting months have disappeared
since I last saw Kansas and it won't be long before I'M
heading back that way again--probably about the middle of
April, I've enjoyed my work out here more than 1 expected
to in strange surroundings--four months with the Salt
Lake Tribune-Telegram and now four months with this
electrical construction company.

A couple of weeks ago the first steel was poured

from the first of three blast furnaces and yesterday noon
the first slabs of steel were rolled out in the rolling
mill., Yes, it won't be long before the construction end
of the business is washed up and I'll be heading back to
Valley Falls, Kansas, for a short vacation before getting
back in the newspaper game-~this time in the mlddle westT,
I intend to spend several days in Lawrence visiting with
the Svoboda's and with my old acquaintances on the Hill,

Wednesday evening I had the pleasure of seelng our
phenomenal "Thin Man" John Buescher perform during the
last half of the Dow Chemical=-Provo Steeler exhibltion
basketball game, The same day I received your very
welcome and interesting "Rebound" which I took along to
the game knowing that John would want to the addresses
of some former Jayhawker cage "greats.," Sure enough--
he wanted A/C Charlie Black's California address as
Dow Chemical has several games scheduled down that way.
Having a date for the game I had to cut short my visit
with "Bish,"

The high-school sized court prevenidDow's tall boys
from displaying thel r basketball talent to the best -
advantage and even prevented "Bish" from attempting his
favorite corner shots which won many games for Kansas.
However his three long shots which swished through the
ho@p without touching the rim were proof enough that his
eye 18 as good as ever,

Members of the Dow team include Bob Hunt, formerly
of Kansas Wesleyany Billy Hassett, from Georgetown U, and
2 brother of the NY Yankee'!s first baseman Buddy Hassett;
Ellefson, 2 past member of West Texas'! tallest basketball
team in the world: and of course Milo Komenich who can
resally move around the floor for a big fellow,

~

That's about all now but keep those "Rebounds" coming,
vatt E, Heuertz

* it <&
030 East 6th North ,

Provo, Utah
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THE PROVO JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE |
presents

DOW GHEMICAL GO.

Those Sterling Actors from Midland, Mich.
Coached by “EV” Shelton, former Wyoming mentor

PROVO STEELERS

In That Thrilling Indoor Melodrama

“BASKETBALL™

(Written by Dr. James Naismith in 1892)

TONIGHT—S8:15 p. m.
Brigham Young ‘U’ Women’s Gym

Preliminary Curtain V p. M.

RESERVED SEATS $1.10 — GENERAL ADM. 60c
STUDEINED .1 icsneeness 40¢c — (Prices Include Tax)

See: Milo Komenich and John Buescher as “Mighty Meilo”
and “The Thin Man” — Roland Jensen as “Rolling Rollie”
and Lee Brooks as “Pony the Jeep” in leading roles of this
thrilling two act drama of the maples,
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John Buescher . .. Who will play against Dow Chemical quint
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ARGENTINE HIGH SCHOOL

22ND AND RUBY AVENUE
KANSAS CITY 3, KANSAS

J. C. HARMON J. C. SHANKLAND
PRINCIPAL VICE-PRINCIPAL

April 3, 1944

Coach F. C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

‘ Dear Doctor Allen:

On Tuesday evening, April 11, the mothers of our
basketball boys will serve a dinner for the boys
here in the high school cafeteria. Are you attend-
ing such dinners tnis year? If so, are you inter-
ested 1n attendlng thls one?

I shall appreciate it if you will let me know Dby
return mail.

Yours truly,

Y/
e

JCH:mp






February 2, 1944

Coach Forrest C (Phog) Allen
Athletic Dept, Kansas University
Iﬂ'renw. Kansas

Dear Sir:

Enclosed in this letter you will find a written story of a new
basketball change suggested by Lt George Wells, former head basketball
coach at Upper Iowa University and Kirksville Teachers College. Lt Wells
1s trying to get the reaction of the top basketball coaches in the country
on this rule so any comment from you will be greatly appreciated.

This new rule of his tends to do away with the zone defense completely
and will give basketball backx to the fans where it really belongs. It is
very radical, I assure you, but many of our modern rules of today were
thought to be radical when tiey were first proposed. Personally, I think
that it is no more radical than that new suggested baseball rule whereby a

runner has the option of running to first or third upon hitting the ball,

If it is at = all possible, Lt Wells suggests that you try this new
rule out with a picked team and see how it works. We have tried it out here

and the comments that we received from the players and the spectators indicated
that it was very thrilling and exciting to them and definitely added speed
and a lot more action than we have in basketball as it exists today. Two teams
of equal ability were picked and the final score was 67=59, & very interes ting
game,

XXXXX Thanking you in advance for any consideration and comment you
may give the enclosed story, I mmamk remain,

Yery Truly Yours,

g i
Former Ass't Sports Publicity Bépt

Texas A&M College

7 4

ﬁﬁ'@“ﬁi. .. ¥




Revolutionary iaeas in this sports world come a dime a dozen but once 1n
a greal while =n iuea comes along that is fondled by experts and actually pg;'
into effect. ilake for example, the forvard pass in football, the lively bali
in baseball aud so forth dowa the line,

Right on the heels of the hotlly arguments on the disagvantages of the 2zcne
defense, comes a new suggested change-=-One advanced by Lt George Vélls_}. {faormer
basketball mentor of Upper lo.a University and Kirksville Ilissouri fl’eacherg'-
College and now athletic director of the 1907 Service Command Unit organization
‘here at Fort lLewis, washington. His new idea will completely rub out the un-
pcpular zone defense of today, and, if ever put into effect wquld;cp‘m_ple tely
revolutionize the game, adding more speed both to the offense and de.fgpse and
giving the general public an excitement it has seldom experienced.

Here's the whole gist to Lt Wells' idea:

(1). Cive the offensive side an option to shoot at either goal with a

-Standing rule that/must cross the ceater line before it can turn back.

‘_'l'. ™

In other words, as the gae is played today, Team A has the ball on its own

side of the court follo:iag a goal by Team B. According to Lt _i‘.'.’_e*_]_.ls' rule, Team
A must advance past the middle of -the court before it can, so to speak, try for
“itSOWn“gOal;“ '
'*l‘he'adva‘ntages of this suggested new rule are many. For one thing, it would
@efinitely throw out the fans® io. 1 nemesis--zone defense, which not __Qply slovis
the game down to @ smail's pace buti also makes it cuite uninteresting in the
- spectators' viewpoint., snother thing, it would regulate play and distribute
it more evenly in the court. Today, much of the playing is cong_e.s_t_ed_”around‘the
two baskets, but given the option to shoot at either goal, the middle of the
court would definitely become a more distinct area of play than it 1s today.
At present there are two so=called defensive arease-namely, under the ..tv_:o bas~
kets. The new ruling would provide a third defensive area--the center of the

court.



-2w

inother advantuge, and it's cuite 3 big one, is that this rule would
tend tc balance offsnsive and ey defensive play -f:ithqufc placing un,cfiué nbu’z:"den
on either, and prevent stal‘l‘:ing‘; by set *‘ofi'-'e£1~s.;1ve or gi_e'f_:e‘_ns_‘ive f ormationjs, a8
vader existing play. ‘'the deflense ‘v:aﬁld be attemdting tp sens.e whieh v.fély"the ir
rivals would furn. thus having to guurd'either_eud'ofﬂthe e?qrt. while the of-
fense, Thich would have an Option of shooting at either goal, f.fould i>o§§esé:
much more dece ptibn and maneuverab ility._ All this_ would undoﬁb tedly- increase
of fensive and defensive strategy and add much excltement io ;an rairead}‘,r spiner
tingling sports eveant.

(2). Add a sixth pla

er to the present total of five.

iiany basketbull observers rould 'cdntemp:la te that tule No., 1 would tend
to tire a guintet inasmuch as the teum would have to cover much moré grquz}d
than they have toduy. 'io offset this, Lt Wells suggesis an addition of # sixth
man, '‘rue, ten men on a court already crowd things oretty badly but beling
| spree':id“oﬁt frofn‘ one end of the court to anothex" would quickly r_’emedy the situa-
tion. This rule __need pot necessaril; apxiiy apply to high schocl courté,' whlch g
are much smaller than the college variety and where a ieam of five would f it
quite adequately, el |
in_center of court.

(3). Have afso-cﬁlled.“neutral‘zqne?

This rule, in'1ts eniirgty, is just another part-ol tule iﬁ‘?b'. | l"'_ This
particulur zone would extend from one end of the 12-foot di{ﬁmter cii;cié in the
center of the court to the other end. .4 team in possession of .the- béii.*_.thﬁs..
would have to cross the fartherest line of this zone before it gan reverse'ap&
"iry for its own SOal.“ -

Naturally, mhny guestions remain unanswene,ddcon_cerning the three aew rules,
vwhat happe_ns vhen ‘the ball is 'out o{f* bounds? W.hat about f‘#e,e_ throws‘i' Li"i{é every -
o ther profbi‘em these will be solved as the gume goes on. llost of fﬁhe | pfgseany;dgy

rules vould still be intact_ were the three listed changes ever . -i-n-aertec}._v ,intd the



-Fe .

rules. Lhe regular lC-second: rule, the present-doy fonl,ﬁrul_,e s and penalties
would not be in the leust way affected by these suggesied changes. «

_ e

vefinitel:; still in the experimentu:l stage, Lt wells® nev suggest;rules
have been tried out by teams here and brought forth great praise from the
players as :ell as the onelooking spectators. . The game prdv*ed. fast and furious
and had the fans on edge throughout the exﬁibition. A formrq cage star for
the :iissouri State Téachers back in the early 20'3.. ..ells hcs been toying
wWith his new suggested plan for many years and on each oceasion that he eX-
perimented ith it on a group of youngsterse .it has k prbven to be a ¢reat.
suceess. . 43 one customer put it, following a recent exhibition, I “ﬁoy. 7hat
v:on‘*t- they think of next? I think it's -thrilling and doubly EXXXXIEZ exditing_.'f -

“hat do you think?

- Pvt llike .Iaikin
Former Ass't, Sports Publicity Lept
' Texas a&ll College.






OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR M&I‘Ch 29 l 9 44.

)

Dr. F. C. Allen
Director, Athletics
University of Kanssas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen:

We are working on plans for a rather large audlitorium.
Some of our faculty are interested in making the bulld-
ing suiltable so that our basketball games might Dbe
pleyed on the stage. We elso have some objectlons.

Will you give me your frank opinion for or against the
use of the stage in an auditorium for basketball con-
tests. Do you know of other institutions where such

a plan is in use, and 1s the plan satisfactory?

Thenking you for an early reply and with very best
wilshes, I am,

Sincerely yours,

//‘ /

/ 7 ﬁ"” - v
“gféfes

/ww
Dir, Phys Ed

HWH/ kw



In reply, address not the signer
of this letter, but Director

Naval Officer Procurement NAVY DEPARTMENT
Refer to No.
OFFICE OF

NAVAL OFFICER PROCUREMENT, BOSTON
NORTH STATION OFFICE BUILDING

150 CAUSEWAY STREET. BOSTON 14, MASSs.

28 March 1944

Mr, Forrest C., Allen

Director of Physical Education
University of Keansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Sirs
References - JAMES JAY HILL
Applicint for commission, UsS.isRe -

. In pl;cing this lmportant matter before you, it is
sincerely regretted that a personal letter cannot be sent , but to

do 50 would make 1t necessary to divert energy now focused on other
wartime duticse

the conscientious thought given your reply to this
request mey affect the welfare and safety of meny men, as the man
cbout whom we sre writing may eventually be in a position of
command, JThercforc, the requested informstion is of more than
usual significaince,

o Please tell us in detail what you can about this
appliconte - for your convenience we have enclosed a form which
covers the essentlal items upon which information is desired,. It
would contribute to our appraisal of the applicant if you would
place your answers after the questions on the enclosed sheelhe

_ We wish to caution you to keep this request in
strictest confidence and assurc you that your reply will be treated
as cE:vnfidentis::,l infornation, Your statcments will heve an lmportant
bearing on the final dccision, A return envelope 1s enclosed, ‘
Please accept our thanks for your anssistonces

Very truly yours,
m M
E. B.WILLIAMS, Lt. ( jg), USHR
Investigoting Section '




lir. and Mrg. Carl Hird,

R.F.D. 1, -

Lawrence, Kansas.

Mb-lﬂdh‘l- led:
Immhchgnthnnkywhﬁhrfmm. Allen for

the wohderful turkin, Hever have I enjoyed a fowl ao much.

It wvas more tender than a capon milk fed chicken, and even
more tasty and julcier.

When I brought the turkin home yesterday after lunch

lrs. Allen said, "You have saved my life. I thought I would
have %o go shopping, and this is & bad day out, so the Hirds
did a wonderful chore for us today.

_ It was wvery thoughtful indeed and not at all necessary
for you to do this, iihatever I did for Carl and Wayne I did
bacause I thought they deserved it. By your generosity and
you again for this lovely gift.

Very sineerely yowrs,

Director of Physieal Edication,
Varsity Basketball Coach, '







¥r. James J. Hill,
106 ¥Middle Street,
Braintree 84, lass.

- Dear Jipper:

It 1s a pleasure indeed to teatify as to your moral
character, mental fiber and professional standing. I got your
air mail special last night and today I am rushing the same out
80 that I am in hopes you will get the very best of consideration.

Goodlmkhyou,eldfollw I certainly hope you
malks the grade. | |

I just wrote a letter for Eddie Parker last week and
I trust that it rang the bell. Imghd'kamhoh'ollm
- e way tmrd a splendid cormisslon. ,

I an fellowing your dim’d.om a8 to mailing the
recomendation %o yom* homne.

With every good wish to you and yours, I an

Very sincerely yours,

Director of Physical Rducation,
Varsity Basketball Coach.




To ihom 1€ lay Conoern:

ItthMhmahhml
charascter, wental fibaer and professional ability of James J.
mn.oru-mmcm Boston, lassechusetts.

' xmmmmmmwym. He
MMmmmMMVdMWM‘
Kissouri Velley chanpions,

- #ill is olean, courageous and ocapable. e iz a
sorapper, yot he Sempers his amotional Tiber with e high degree

of intelllgence. ie is dependsble, resowrceful and knows what
the word loyally means to the nth dogree. e has the ability

to lead and inspire men, having a splandid porsonaliyy.
a-m-.pmmm-mm-m excollent oare

- of 1%,

. xumwwmhmumwu
or evasion whatsoover. .




JORDAN MARSH COMPANY
BOSTON

EXECUTIVE - OFEICES

March Twenty-First
19 4 4

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Doc:

I am in the process of applying for
a commigsion in the Naval Reserve and would greatly
appreciate your writing a letter of recommendation
for me covering your knowledge and cpinion of my
moral character, mental calibre and professional ability.
Thie letter is to be written in duplicate.

, While making out my application, the
chap sitting next to me said "hello" and much to my
surprise it was Eddie Parker of Topeka, He seemed
well on his way toward a splendid commission,

If you would forward this letter tc me
at my home address #105 Middle Street, Braintree, at
your earliest convenience, I would certainly appreciate
ite

With best regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

jin/e




March 21, 1944.

ist Lt. Stanley l. Hall,
Director of Physioal Training,
Lincoln 1, Nebraska.

Dear Lieutenant Hall:

I an epologizing to you, sir, for my failure to enswer
your somaunication of January 22, The letter was addressed
to "Phog Allen, University of Kansas, Manhatten, Kansas".
<his accounts for sowe of the delay in having the letter
arrive at the proper destination, but we had already had |
our allotted nmuber of games scheduled and it was impossible
. %o achedule any additional gemas. '

It was not for that reason that I did not reply, but
rather because of the fact that I am secretary of the Douglas
County Selective Service Board, and chairman of the Red Cross
#ar Pund drive for our county. This together with my work in
physical education and basketball prohibited me 'from answer-
ing all commmications that came t my desk.

I trust you will accept this explanation for my failure to
mw So0Ner. '

DPirector of Fhysiecal 3ucation,
Varsity Basketball Coach.,




HEADQUARTERS
LINCOLN ARMY AIR FIELD, LINCOLN 1, NEBRASKA.

22 Januvary 1944

SUBJECT: Scheduling of Basketball Game.
T0: Phog Allen, University of Kansas, Manhatten, Kensas.

The Lincoln Army Air Field Raiders would like to play a game with
your team.

Vie have plafye'd teams of & very high caliber and our present five is
yet to be beaten. Included in our list of victories is a game with Doane
College, a V-l2 aggregation and classed 45 the best college team in Nebraska.

The Lincoln Army Air Field is in the Technicel Training Command and as
a result must play all games at the Field Sports Arena or the University of
Nebraska Coliseum,

We feel that if a game could be arranged during your stay in Lincoln
it would tend to be a great morale factor and as a result a contribution to

the war effort;

Immediate reply will be appreciated,

Ul #1033
STANLEY 'H, HALL

lst 1t, Air Corps
Director of Physical Tng.



HEADQUARTERS
LINCOLN ARMY AIR FIELD, LINCOLN I, NEBRASKA.

22 January 1644

UBJECT: Scheduling of Basketball Game

Phog Allen, University of Kansas, Var

n Army Air Field Raiders would like to play a game with

ve play d teams mt a wry high caliber md our present five is
t beaten Imlm in our list of wvictories is a game with Doane
sonogo, a vﬂu aggregation and classed as the best college team in Nebraska.

The Linecoln Army Air Field is in the Technical Training Command
a result must play all games at the Field Sports Arens or the Unimaity of
Hebraska Coliseum.

We feel that if a game could be arranged during your stay in Lincoln
it would tend to be a great morale futor and as & result a contribution to
the war effort.

1m lt, Lirf;mn
Director of Physical Tng.




OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR M&I"Ch ‘39 y l 944

Dr. F. C. Blléen
Director, Athletics
Universlity of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen:

We are working on plans for a rather large audlitorium.
Some of our facully are interested in making the bulld-
ing sultable so that our basketlball games mighti De
played on the stage. We also have some objectlions.

Will you give me your frank oprinion for or against the
use of the stage 1n an audlitorium for basketball con-
tests. Do you know of other institutions where such

a plan 1is in use, and 1s the plan satisfactory?

Thenkling you for an early reply and with very best
wlshes, 1 am,

Sincerely yours,

=y

>

H. W\ Haghes
Dir, Phys Ed

HWH/ kw



