Revolutionary iaeas in this sports world come a dime a dozen but once 1n
a greal while =n iuea comes along that is fondled by experts and actually pg;'
into effect. ilake for example, the forvard pass in football, the lively bali
in baseball aud so forth dowa the line,

Right on the heels of the hotlly arguments on the disagvantages of the 2zcne
defense, comes a new suggested change-=-0One advanced by Lt George %lls_}. {faormer
basketball mentor of Upper lo.a University and Kirksville Ilissouri fl’eacherg'-
College and now athletic director of the 1907 Service Command Unit organlization
‘here dat Fort Iewis, washington. His new idea will completely rub out the un-
pcpular zone defense of today, and, if ever put into effect wquld;cpg:l_ple tely
revolutionize the game, adding more speed both to the offense and de.fgpse and
giving the general public an excitement it has seldom experienced.

Here's the whole gist to Lt Wells' idea:

(1). Cive the offensive side an option to shoot at either goal with a

-Standing rule that/must cross the ceanter line before it can turn back.

'._'l" ™

In other words, as the gae is played today, Team A has the ball on its own

side of the court follo:iag a goal by Team B. According to Lt _i‘.'.’_e*_]_.ls' rule, Team
A must advance past the middle of the court before it can, so to speak, try for
“itsown“gOal;“ '
'*l‘he'a'dva‘ntages of this suggested new rule are many. For one thing, it would
@efinitely throw out the fans® ilo. 1 nemesis--zone defense, which not __gply slovs
the game down to @ smail's pace buti also makes it cuite uninteresting in the
- spectators' viewpoint, #nother thing, it would regulate play and distribute
it nore evealy in the court. Today, much of the playing is cong_e.s_t_ed_ﬂa_lround‘the
two baskets, but given the option to shoot at either goal, the middle of the
court would definitely become a more distinct area of play than 1t r_is todgy.
At present there are two so=-called defensive arease-namely, under the ..tv_:o bas~
kets. The new ruling would provide a third defensive area--the center of the

court.



