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First Netional Bank Bldg.
Dodge City, Kengas '

Dear iire Honsley:

i Your son Lerry ceme in yesterdey afternoon to talk with me
congerning the perticulars of 2 letter that I wrote to him some tive
baclke |

. L

, Larry had written me ¢ very fine letter thanking me for the
courtesies thet I had extended to him, and he was rather shooked at the
tone of my replye So he ceme in yosterday to go over the matter with
mee After Larry had explained his honest intent and purpose in going to
¥ichita with the basketbell team, I could see how he felt in regard to
my letter to him, ' '

There are so many boys that take short—cuts on such proposi-
tions similar to this that I wented to frenkly explain to him how I felt
in siniler ciroumstences. I have boen the victim meny times of such
‘stretegye In this case, however, I am very sure that I missed Larry's
honest intent, ' __

Howard Pnglemen ceme to me snd esked me if 4t would be pos=~
sible to take Larry along to Vichita, I seid yes. After matters

turned out as they did, I naturally viewed Larry's trip there as one
dosigned to primerily aid him snd I frenkly told him so. On circum=
stantial evidence it could easily have 1 that way.

I believe Larry loft here feeling thet I was perfectly hon-
est when I wa, with him yesterday ss I endesvored to be in my letter
which I wrote to hime I feel it is better to tell a boy exactly what
you think end, he being honest, if there ere misunderstandings they ere
soon clarified. | :

I explained to Larry that previous to this time I had had
many plessant contacts with him, but no intimete connections. Mo hed
never been on & team of mine, /Although I hed wetched him play on base=

ball teams as a spectator, I had not had an opportunity to get under

his skin as I do with most boys on my teems, I have always had o
vory high opinion of Lerry and this ocoasion of yesterdey has caused
me to reise my estimete considerably. He is fine, cleen, straighte
forwerd young man, and if et eny time there is an opportunity thet I










With all good wishes, I am

Sivncerely yours,

s

Director of Fhysiocal pducation and Recreation,

FCAz:AH
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Downs, Kansas.

Deay Vance:

I received your very good letter of the 17th instant
from Lake of the Woods, Cenada, and I assure you that I was happy to
hear from yous I thought perhaps I had better send this letter %o
Dum.mdhanitromrdodu&orthmhbaohmummungit
to Canada.

Last spring I made most of the arrangements regerding
the supervisor's job. However, I want to have a talk with you regard-
ing the possibilities of such a job in your senior year. You will re-
member that Mr. DeGroot complained quite a bit on several occasions
about your lack of punctuality and perseverance on the job. While 1
have great confidence in you, Vance, I want you to realize that one
of these jobs entails much concentration and punctuality. It is always
difficult for an administrator to put anyone on the job requiring much
more responsibility then he has assumed in his clerical work. -

Mymﬂgmtbﬂmlmtmrmmhoolm
trips for basketball it does not gmount to a great many hours. When
you consider a nine months period and figure the few hours that you

lose it doesn't run into a lot of money. 2And too, Vance, if you need
money that badly we could give you some extra hours, if you want them,
but gemerally we find students are cutting their hours pretty close so
that they can get out and do something else. You know what I mean, do
you not, Vance? There are so many wonderful things in college -dates,
dances, ball games, and so forth, that are a part of student life, and
& boy hates to pass them up. He realizes a responsibility in earning
& living and he is very serious, but when he sees a pretty girl and
has a coke date he is like the o0ld inebriate who said, "You know,

there are a thousand reasons why I should not take this drink of
ligquor, but darned if I can think of a single ome of them just now."

pledge you, Vance, my friendship and my desire
same time, unless I was utterly frank with you
and wuld pn_u on as an mqw:'y the criticisms that Mr, DeGroot made,
then ImldnotbQMrhoyou. Somebody of necessity must take the
responsibility and the fellow who takes that supervisor's job has
double trouble.

I can
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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
FOR KANSAS

NEW ENGLAND BUILDING, TOPEKA, KANSAS

‘ December 7, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
Director of Physical Education
University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Dezar Doc:

Some time ggo I wrote you a note and promised to follow with a
lenghy letter. This happens to be that letter. When Miss Laughlin
gave me a job she did just that. My job here consists of Senior Super-
visor (title) with eight other supervisors Under me to keep in line,
In addition to acting of superintendent of the Topeka project, it is
my job to see that the building remains in good condition. There are
two buildings, one that is used as a shop in one end cf town and the
dormitory in the other end of the city. Each morning the boys, whose
ages range foom 17-24 years, are given bus tc.«ns to ride to and from
the shop. In the course of a month the government has purchased & 000
tokens. To be specific that is $500.00 worth.

Tnere are at the present time 115 boys living at the dormitory.
I serve as the disiplinarian and general counciler for the boys. We
have what we call our House of Representives that serve as the govern-
ing body. They have severgl committees that are appointed such as:
rules and regulation committee, ways and means committee, judicial
committee, permits and priviledge committee and several otiners of
lesser nature. My job was to organize and formulate this self govern
ment. It was some job to formulate the work but appears to be some
takk in getting it to working on all four. However we nave been accomp-
lishing something.

A committee on recreation has been appointed to aid me in carrying
out some form of phpsical education. The equiptment is the hardest item
to get. The government has the money but in order to get the articles
I want, a larger amount of red tape nas to be unwémnd. It is more work
to get equiptment than it is to actually set up the recreation program
and supervisex the play. Most of the games that we have at the present
are games that the boys have made themselves under supervision. We have
made all our checker boards and checke¥s, chinese checkers, box hockey,
shuffle board, and horse shce equiptment.

One thing that I have been trying to establish here is for the

boys to be sociable. It is being run much on the orderof a fraternity.
Some of the boys pick thnis up fairly easily but some of the boys who

are from the poorer and less refined familys are a 1little slower. However
we are progressing which is not at all discouraging. For breakfast and
dinner the boys wear tneir work clothes but remain standing until the

lady foo# supervisor is seated. For the evening meal the boys are required



FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
FOR KANSAS

NEW ENGLAND BUILDING, TOPEKA, KANSAS

to wear a clean shirt and a necktie. Tnis does not necéssartly mean that
they wear a coat as some 6f tne boys do not have suilts.

For entertainment we usually sing songs at the table that rang all
the way from "Ive been working on the railroad" to "God bless America."
From gll 1ndicat ions they enjoys this very much. One day about a month
ago I got the bright idea when I heard one of the boys plgylng on his
trumpet to form a swing band. At the present time that xa= is not only
an idea but a reality. You would be surprised to nhear them. Some of them
have actually played in swing bands before and know something about how
to play. Before we could do much with the orchestra we had to have g
piano so by some short curves with the St:te Procurement office I bought
a dandy piano for us for only $30.00. Next we lacked only the piano
player,amusic and orchestra stands. I sent the ways and means committe
to Miss Laughlin and she donated $10.00 for music. The boys are building
the stands out of scrap lumber. One of the members of the band knew a
fellow in town who played the pianoc and who at one time had an orchestra
of his own. He consented to play and instruct the boys and also he had
several old orchestrations that he donated. That left the drummer without
any drums and the guitar player with cut a guitar. The plano player is.

a pawn broker and he furnished them with their playing equiptment. Now
we have a bass fiddle player with out a bass fiddle and one of the boys
here has offered to mmke him a base fiddle out of a wash tub and a broom
stick. I don't know how it mam will sound but they will have a lot of fiun/

Because there is so much running bpack and forth I had to use my car
but that was running up a gasoline bill, ,and a repair bill that would
make the war debt look small, I takked Miss Laughlin intc giving me ga
government car. The car will be here about Monday. I tried to talk her
into a raise in salary but could do nothing about that angle. However
she did promise that as soon as the buildings were completed and all

the construction and painting was done she would take care of me on
this matter. The project at Eskridge Kansas has been causing her non

tc 1little worry and 1 think I picked about the worst time I could to
takk finances with her.

I almost forgot to mention th=t we have formed a basketball team.
The boys attend the church about two blocks away and have started to
play in the church league. 1 got the Ripley gym for them once a week
and work out with them if I have time. Some of the boys are fail}y
good. If I find any likely prospects I will send tnem to K.U. but I
doubt if they are that good.

Here at the dormitory I eat, sleep, and play wita the boys. 1 am
on duty 24 hours a day. Several night I have been called out of bed at
2;00 or 3:00 o'clock in the morning to take care of a sick boy. That is
all in a 24 hour days work. I think I will live thru it tho. If and when
I leave this job there isn't many jobs that I couldn't qualify for.

I am a doctor, an authority on Sheet Metal, Radio, photography, wood-
working, cooking, machine shop and welding, and all problems deal ing
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with boys problems. I think I could act as a social worker, a coachk, a judge,
and anything else that deals w1th people.

Doc, 1 have attempted to g:we some kind of a background of my work. It
is very interesting. I have one boy who has been in the reform school and
who is trying to work his way up again. 1 give him all the encourgement I
can and he is doing a2 =& swell job. To put him to the supreme test I nave
put him in charge of my personal quarters. He has not taken one thing as yet.
As far as work is concerned he really is a good worker. The only draw back
he has is his temper but by talking to him I mx have gotten him to control
it somewhat.

Another case that I have is a rape case. So far this boy has been a
model boy. After I had interveiwed him for two hour he told me the whole
story. The State office doesn't know about either of thcae boys and neither
does any of the boys. As long as they behave and are making an effort to
re-estg dish themselves I feel that It is my duty to see thnat they get
that chance and aid them all that I can. So far everything has been swell.

The rest of the boys are a very nigh type of boy. Several of tnem have
attended either colleges or University. Right off hand 1 know of two who
have been to K.U. One has had three years there and another has had two
years in the Engineering school. Both of them gre ideal boys. Another boy
attended Baker and played football there and another attended North Dak.
school for Science and played football there. Only a few have not
graduated from high school. I would say out of the 115 that I now have
only 10-15 create any sortgm of a problem. Most of tae trouble has been
misdemeanors such as missing kitchen duty or failing to make their beds.
The judicial court passes out all punishment to these kin&.

Only one boy has been sent home. He came in drunk the other night
and home he went. He had been insubordinate from the opening of the project
and this was the straw that broke the camels back. He some way or other
got the idea that he didn't have to work at the dormitory but only on
his airport management duty. By the way Zxxixkx the alrport management
course is one of the courses that I left out tuat we have here. Cap
Wells who used to manage the airport at Lawrence has charge of these
20 boys and is doing a swell job. They kwe built an airplane xaxx that
is as good as any you can buy. As a matter of fact if 1 didn't tell you
you could never tell that it wasn't factory made.

Doc, I have been rambling on here about my job but in the way of
business I would like for you to plan on paying us a visit sometime.
Miss Laughlin asked me the other day when you were coming up. She
thought it would be a good idea to have you up when the building
was completed. However I would like for you tc come up sooner than
that on gn informal visit and look the place over. You know that I
can always use s few suggestions. I am sure that the boys would like
to meet you. A little later on when everything is in good shape and
everything is completed I would 1ike for you and the basketball team
to be our guests.at dinner some evening after the first of the year.
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A number of the boys here know that I worked under you last year
and havebeen hounding wme toc degth about some passes to one of your
basketball games. We will have a busx of cur own after the hollidays
and could get down fairly easy if any arrangements could be made so
that it would be satisfactory or permissable to you. If there could
be no arrangements magde it still will be o.k. but this was just a
thaought that might be worked out. |

Also the boys have this basketball team and do not have but
one basketball. If you have an o0ld one that is laying around and not
getting any use you might thow it in the back segt of your car and
bring it along when you pay us a visit. We surely would like tc have
you come up. I would like tc talk to you about some xkk of the things
that are being carried out and some of the things that should be

carrbed out.in this pregram.

Well Doc I have jmst about told all there is that is important up
here. You might drop me a line and let me know what the prospects are

for a basketbgll team. How is Johnny Buesbher getting alongmx with his
grades? Is he gs poor as student as I was? Tell him to hit the books.for

me that 1 am counting on him to be g gocd man for you. How are the last
year frosh looking. I hope that do you a lot of good. Tell all of them
hello for me and give the Big Six conference hell.

Must close this letter or the mgil man will want to sent this
masterpiece by parcel post. Give Mit, Bob, and Mrs. Allen my regards.

our/s‘;:? truly,
4 W

J. Fred Harris

Tell Mit to drop by and see me if he is ever up this way. My address
is State and Twiss, Topeka, Kansas. It is over in the @k Oakland district.
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February 26, 1941

Dear Phog:

It is good to get back in Kansas and
to look at the old desk again, I am getting
stronger rapidlys in faoet, Phog, if I were a
good Christian Scientist I would say I hadn'®T
been so well in a hundred yearsl

It was fine to be received back by
the news last night that Kansas had gained
another triumph, the hard way, That will sure
keep the boys in the right mental attitude for
the Nebraska fight. Somehow I don't imagine
they will forget the tactics of Nebraska you
told me about in your fine letter. Anyway, 1
will be giving you all the "moral"” baskets that
can be provided. ' '

Good luck to you and your gang tThrough
the remaining gamesi

oincerely,

Cia

LCH:VS
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Beb.27,1941

Pr.Forrest C.Allen,
Basketball coach,
University of Kanssas,
Lawrencee.

Dear Dr.Allen:

Since Mrs. Hobbs has not seen K.U, play this year, and
since I have seen but one geme at Iewrence, I should like to
have & pair of tickets for ourselves for the Oklahome game

and also for the Oklahomea A.%& M. contest,March 7 and 1ll,.

My Golden Gloves work kegt me tied up thru January and

half of Feb.'suary, hence + was forced to abandon opportunities
toc see the "ayhawkers,But Mrs. Hobbs, since the tournament is
over, has been asking me whether we are going to see the

Jayhawkers this year.

I didn't ask for tickets for the K-State game

because I noticed where you were selling nothing but

standing room, so decided I wouldn't try to crowd in.
But I would like to see these two remaining games 1if

pOSSiblec

I talked to you briefly about the Big Six rule about barring
Goléen Gloves boxers who are Big Six school members,BeCause
you were in a hurry to get away I didn't get to go into 1it,.
I feel, Dr.Allen, that the Big Six is being unfair with that
rule.l know other schools are not obeylng it.I also know
that you do not hold the Director title, but I do think

you might be able to create some 1interest over the matter.

I think the rule 1s unfair in this respect.l don't think
athletes in Big Six schools should participate in outside
events during the term of that sport, but participation
in an off season, it seems to me should be allowed.Especislly

do I think that's true, when I know that my show is as cleanly

handled and as efficlently administered in regerd to
amateur rules as any show anywhere.J]l use every means at my
disposal to find out the standing of competitors, and have
kicked out more than one who really has a tinge of profess-
ionalism attaeched to him,

Possibly I shouldn't burden you with such a thing, but
you've been considerate of me before, and I thought I might
at least get a sympgthetlic ear, and perhaps a suggestion

or TWO.

With kindest personal regards, I am,
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