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Dur Erelda:

I will be glad to help you and Bruve on any arfticla that you try %o
land. I rather agree with you that the basketball goon subject is a
bit trite and I warn that it is a little early for a basketball artiecle,
but I am always happy To help you inmymdumyaumdartm You

_'!nuny’olauing

hryemhisforﬁwlﬂroot Wwimlnhiuoptumtb
opposing team 7 feet tall., Harold, the rule that is now before the
mwmmmmmmwwmmxmiudm
flight by a goaletender is a disoriminatory rule. Any rule that doesn't
work both weys is a poor rule. The offensive player can tip the ball
into the basiket while it is still on the rim or he can jJump up and dunk
his whole arm énd the ball into the basket, even toushing tne inside
rim with his arm as he dunks it in, and the goal counits. Yet we have
got some asinine adninistrators of basketball who make These crazy
rules and expect people to mccept them. A rule like thils wouldn't
stend in & cowrt of law five minutes. It would be throwm out of court
because it is disoriminatory. I em sure you can see this without
elaborating further on it. The defense must have the sane right as
the offense. This 12 foot basket rule iz the only rule that will give
bo-!:h uda and every player on both temus an equal oppor‘bmity.

But 1 mhllyonmnklywhy it moets such strenuous oppoasition.
All boys like the drive-in, lay-up. The goal is close to the floor
and they like that speedy drive-in. Now understand, please, Harold,
I am not advocating a 12 foot basket for high schocl players. We have
the lower hwrdle for high school boys, a lighter shot, a lighter discus
for high school boys. iy shouldn't we have a lower baske® for high
school boys, say the 10 ool basket? There are not enough mezzanine-
peeping goons in high school to bother much sbout the basket, but in
college and in independent besketball pleying days - that is when you
get the Portenberrys and other altitudinous players.

Some Mh will mntion the 11 foot basket but there are players

now in the gume who can touch an 1l foot basket and knock the ball away,.
Therefore, the 12 foot busket will forever remove the possibility of
' w«-mcw.iﬁorthooffmom'&od«mofmm1mthorh

It might interest you to lmow that with all the argument on the back-




L

board, the only reason a 6 ft. 4 in. backboard was put up was to keep
the spectators from kicking the ball away or knocking it away from the
basket when the player shot. And there are still a lot of unprogress-
ive basketball coaches, like the coaches in the Big Ten, who still stick

to the € £t. 4 in. rectangular board. And it was used as a protecting
wall, not as a shooting space. Any fello who cannot shoot close enough

to the basket to hit the kidney shaped board should lose the ball out of
bounds, yet the Big Ten coaches will not agree to a smaller board. And

it was put up for no purpose of rebounding at all,

You may think I have digressed a bit in bringins in the backboard, but
I am showing you that a parallel case is the baskot in height, being 10
feel because Dr. Naismith tacked it on a ruming track and the track was
10 feet from the fioor. Now through all these years we have argued about
the player interfering with the ball at the basket, and all we would have
~ to do to eliminate all difficulties of that nature, and delete many of
the rules that are now in the book would be %o raise the basket. and
yet there are many people who will not agree to this hecause either the
drive-in or some other of their pets would be llightly ewhilod The
drive-in calls for the awarding of an extra aImt.

Statistics have been made To show that between 72 and 92 per cent of
all the fouls are made within a radius of 18 to 20 feet of tho basket.
We say that there are too many free throws, yet the very people to ergue
that point will not egree to a rule that would eliminate most of those
fouls. They go way around the measure by asking for five and six
personal fouls on a player Lo disqualify rather than four. Yet, if you
would raise the basket there would be very few players go out of the
game because most of the fouls are made on driving in for the besket,
or being right under the basket when a player jumps up to shoot and is fouled by a
player ‘oo closely guarding the offensive mmne. The most disadvantageous position
for an offensive man is directly under a 12 fool basket. le should e out a
'pimtobg:khisshotar'thIwotinforthogml. -

Harold, why don't you get Bruce to put up a 12 foot goal and let his
players shool at it for a while? I have found that most of the objections
to the 12 foot basket are {rom coaches who have never shot at one. I an
Just venturing a good-natured guess now that Bruce has never shot at one,
and of course the thing that causes Bruce to be extrmly csmphatic now is

this 7 foot boy down at Stillwater.

Sevemlymagolmtoazhortarmeleandhadltwmodontho
12 foot basket for college and independent Teams. You will notice that I
stress college and indspendent teans, and if you do write the article I
think you should set out definitely that it is not for high school playvers.
i am enclosing one of these mimeographed copies which answers most of your
questions. However, I will take yowr guestiommaire in order and answer the
same so0 that you will get the stulf you desire in the way you ask it. But
I did want to bring some other points out in this epistle to you. If there
is anything else Thal you desire, please feel free to call upon me because
I am not unduly interested, as I Told Bruse, in the Rules Comnitlee and its
members, or the Coaches Association and its members. You ocan use any or all
of the quotations you desire. I am not particularly anxious to wet-nurse
any of the buoys on the Rules Committes. I worked a good many years for what
I considered the best interests of basketball and I find that the majority
of these fellows are a group of basketball politicians who try %o get some
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mlnMughﬂutdllhﬂerom-mmthlpthogm.dem
say straightforwardly and conscientiously to you that I have steadfastly
mhdrorthobutmmd' cetball, regardless of whether that
rule helped me or not. I have felt that I knew enough basketball funda-
mentals that I could teach my boys to play the game so that eny rule that
myut inmuldWIygiumaohnmtoga&mﬂthWOwh.

Ie:ltcth-dribhlorula. In the amnduonkof.&pr'n, 1928, Knute Rocime
and I were speaking before the Hational Zducation Assocliation at Des Ehimn,
Im, at the Drake fieldhouse. Enute spoke on The Pedagogy of Football and
I spoke on The Pédagogy of Basketball. Two days prior to this meeting at
the fieldhouss, the Basketball Rules Committee had abolished the dribble,
putting in the one bounce rule. In my speech on The Pedagogy of Baskeiball
I assailed the National Basketball Rules Committee as sutocratic and highe
handed because they had not checked with any of the coaches to determine
their opinion, but because Dr. Walteor Meanwell felt that the one bounce
rule mtm;mwmddbohetmtm the dribble thoyfollmaﬂhh recom-

1 = I..‘

A mmsial storn br&e over the mmh';r with most of the nmﬁu
agreeing with me. .. I received 160. telegrams from wvarious coaches, compli-
mntiumupmmyatmkmgﬂnnulu Cormittee. I called for a meeting
of all the coaches et the Drake Relays. in,thamxthmka._ e met and
set up a temporary committee and set a date for Chicago in June. AT that
time I was elected president. We perflected an organization and called
upon the Rules Committee to rescind the ection, which they did. Out of
that twrmoil was borm the Hational Associstion of Basketball Coaches of
the United States. wMany of the coaches who had been lukunmm jmod

| mthehmm andit'u quihthepc;pularthm

3 wil‘l noW 8NswWer your qmﬁonnair-, cmea‘bim by qualti.m..

(1) I discussed the 12 foot rule in 1932, but first publicly proposed
it in an article in 1934. In 1935 the Kansas Aggpies and Kensas played at
Lawrence with 12 foot baskets, and Kensas State won the ball game. In
spite of this defeet, I consistently advoocated the 12 foot basket. I
proposed, Harold, that a field goal coumt 3 points and a free throw count

iineographed copy will givayoumstof tharmaww I think
it would holp hukatknll. - , _

(2) Hyoomhrohugothntufntrortbgmhmuldnd\wocming
would be that it would reduce 60 to 75 per cent of the fouls and keep
more players in the zame. It would free the congestion around the basket
and it would give the short man an opportunity to recapture a shot that
fell short of the 12 foot basket before it wont out of bounds. It would
definitely give tho small, fast man & great advantage. And too, a 12 foot
basket adds a lot of visual pleasure to a high arching shot that splits
the net, which is a decided adventage over the short tip-in, jamming and
batting the ball around the basket as obimins with the 10 foot basket.
The 12 foot basket will alsoc move the goards further away from the baskeb
mmmmtofﬂuhighmofdinponmtmmunmtmm-
bommmmmrmﬂugul.,' :

(3) Ibonmthonhicfatobjaﬁmhﬁnlzmmtmldh&o
fact that the drive-in and the lay-up would be taken awmy, and most every

player likes that; and the second reason is that I believe nobody would
pntmummotbnht mtulm:mmcymmmmh And







































































































