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Dur Erelda:

I will be glad to help you and Bruve on any arfticla that you try %o
land. I rather agree with you that the basketball goon subject is a
bit trite and I warn that it is a little early for a basketball artiecle,
but I am always happy To help you inmymdumyaumdartm You

_'!nuny’olauing

hryemhisforﬁwlﬂroot Wwimlnhiuoptumtb
opposing team 7 feet tall., Harold, the rule that is now before the
mwmmmmmmwwmmxmiudm
flight by a goaletender is a disoriminatory rule. Any rule that doesn't
work both weys is a poor rule. The offensive player can tip the ball
into the basiket while it is still on the rim or he can jJump up and dunk
his whole arm énd the ball into the basket, even toushing tne inside
rim with his arm as he dunks it in, and the goal counits. Yet we have
got some asinine adninistrators of basketball who make These crazy
rules and expect people to mccept them. A rule like thils wouldn't
stend in & cowrt of law five minutes. It would be throwm out of court
because it is disoriminatory. I em sure you can see this without
elaborating further on it. The defense must have the sane right as
the offense. This 12 foot basket rule iz the only rule that will give
bo-!:h uda and every player on both temus an equal oppor‘bmity.

But 1 mhllyonmnklywhy it moets such strenuous oppoasition.
All boys like the drive-in, lay-up. The goal is close to the floor
and they like that speedy drive-in. Now understand, please, Harold,
I am not advocating a 12 foot basket for high schocl players. We have
the lower hwrdle for high school boys, a lighter shot, a lighter discus
for high school boys. iy shouldn't we have a lower baske® for high
school boys, say the 10 ool basket? There are not enough mezzanine-
peeping goons in high school to bother much sbout the basket, but in
college and in independent besketball pleying days - that is when you
get the Portenberrys and other altitudinous players.

Some Mh will mntion the 11 foot basket but there are players

now in the gume who can touch an 1l foot basket and knock the ball away,.
Therefore, the 12 foot busket will forever remove the possibility of
' w«-mcw.iﬁorthooffmom'&od«mofmm1mthorh

It might interest you to lmow that with all the argument on the back-




L

board, the only reason a 6 ft. 4 in. backboard was put up was to keep
the spectators from kicking the ball away or knocking it away from the
basket when the player shot. And there are still a lot of unprogress-
ive basketball coaches, like the coaches in the Big Ten, who still stick

to the € £t. 4 in. rectangular board. And it was used as a protecting
wall, not as a shooting space. Any fello who cannot shoot close enough

to the basket to hit the kidney shaped board should lose the ball out of
bounds, yet the Big Ten coaches will not agree to a smaller board. And

it was put up for no purpose of rebounding at all,

You may think I have digressed a bit in bringins in the backboard, but
I am showing you that a parallel case is the baskot in height, being 10
feel because Dr. Naismith tacked it on a ruming track and the track was
10 feet from the fioor. Now through all these years we have argued about
the player interfering with the ball at the basket, and all we would have
~ to do to eliminate all difficulties of that nature, and delete many of
the rules that are now in the book would be %o raise the basket. and
yet there are many people who will not agree to this hecause either the
drive-in or some other of their pets would be llightly ewhilod The
drive-in calls for the awarding of an extra aImt.

Statistics have been made To show that between 72 and 92 per cent of
all the fouls are made within a radius of 18 to 20 feet of tho basket.
We say that there are too many free throws, yet the very people to ergue
that point will not egree to a rule that would eliminate most of those
fouls. They go way around the measure by asking for five and six
personal fouls on a player Lo disqualify rather than four. Yet, if you
would raise the basket there would be very few players go out of the
game because most of the fouls are made on driving in for the besket,
or being right under the basket when a player jumps up to shoot and is fouled by a
player ‘oo closely guarding the offensive mmne. The most disadvantageous position
for an offensive man is directly under a 12 fool basket. le should e out a
'pimtobg:khisshotar'thIwotinforthogml. -

Harold, why don't you get Bruce to put up a 12 foot goal and let his
players shool at it for a while? I have found that most of the objections
to the 12 foot basket are {rom coaches who have never shot at one. I an
Just venturing a good-natured guess now that Bruce has never shot at one,
and of course the thing that causes Bruce to be extrmly csmphatic now is

this 7 foot boy down at Stillwater.

Sevemlymagolmtoazhortarmeleandhadltwmodontho
12 foot basket for college and independent Teams. You will notice that I
stress college and indspendent teans, and if you do write the article I
think you should set out definitely that it is not for high school playvers.
i am enclosing one of these mimeographed copies which answers most of your
questions. However, I will take yowr guestiommaire in order and answer the
same so0 that you will get the stulf you desire in the way you ask it. But
I did want to bring some other points out in this epistle to you. If there
is anything else Thal you desire, please feel free to call upon me because
I am not unduly interested, as I Told Bruse, in the Rules Comnitlee and its
members, or the Coaches Association and its members. You ocan use any or all
of the quotations you desire. I am not particularly anxious to wet-nurse
any of the buoys on the Rules Committes. I worked a good many years for what
I considered the best interests of basketball and I find that the majority
of these fellows are a group of basketball politicians who try %o get some
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mlnMughﬂutdllhﬂerom-mmthlpthogm.dem
say straightforwardly and conscientiously to you that I have steadfastly
mhdrorthobutmmd' cetball, regardless of whether that
rule helped me or not. I have felt that I knew enough basketball funda-
mentals that I could teach my boys to play the game so that eny rule that
myut inmuldWIygiumaohnmtoga&mﬂthWOwh.

Ie:ltcth-dribhlorula. In the amnduonkof.&pr'n, 1928, Knute Rocime
and I were speaking before the Hational Zducation Assocliation at Des Ehimn,
Im, at the Drake fieldhouse. Enute spoke on The Pedagogy of Football and
I spoke on The Pédagogy of Basketball. Two days prior to this meeting at
the fieldhouss, the Basketball Rules Committee had abolished the dribble,
putting in the one bounce rule. In my speech on The Pedagogy of Baskeiball
I assailed the National Basketball Rules Committee as sutocratic and highe
handed because they had not checked with any of the coaches to determine
their opinion, but because Dr. Walteor Meanwell felt that the one bounce
rule mtm;mwmddbohetmtm the dribble thoyfollmaﬂhh recom-

1 = I..‘

A mmsial storn br&e over the mmh';r with most of the nmﬁu
agreeing with me. .. I received 160. telegrams from wvarious coaches, compli-
mntiumupmmyatmkmgﬂnnulu Cormittee. I called for a meeting
of all the coaches et the Drake Relays. in,thamxthmka._ e met and
set up a temporary committee and set a date for Chicago in June. AT that
time I was elected president. We perflected an organization and called
upon the Rules Committee to rescind the ection, which they did. Out of
that twrmoil was borm the Hational Associstion of Basketball Coaches of
the United States. wMany of the coaches who had been lukunmm jmod

| mthehmm andit'u quihthepc;pularthm

3 wil‘l noW 8NswWer your qmﬁonnair-, cmea‘bim by qualti.m..

(1) I discussed the 12 foot rule in 1932, but first publicly proposed
it in an article in 1934. In 1935 the Kansas Aggpies and Kensas played at
Lawrence with 12 foot baskets, and Kensas State won the ball game. In
spite of this defeet, I consistently advoocated the 12 foot basket. I
proposed, Harold, that a field goal coumt 3 points and a free throw count

iineographed copy will givayoumstof tharmaww I think
it would holp hukatknll. - , _

(2) Hyoomhrohugothntufntrortbgmhmuldnd\wocming
would be that it would reduce 60 to 75 per cent of the fouls and keep
more players in the zame. It would free the congestion around the basket
and it would give the short man an opportunity to recapture a shot that
fell short of the 12 foot basket before it wont out of bounds. It would
definitely give tho small, fast man & great advantage. And too, a 12 foot
basket adds a lot of visual pleasure to a high arching shot that splits
the net, which is a decided adventage over the short tip-in, jamming and
batting the ball around the basket as obimins with the 10 foot basket.
The 12 foot basket will alsoc move the goards further away from the baskeb
mmmmtofﬂuhighmofdinponmtmmunmtmm-
bommmmmrmﬂugul.,' :

(3) Ibonmthonhicfatobjaﬁmhﬁnlzmmtmldh&o
fact that the drive-in and the lay-up would be taken awmy, and most every

player likes that; and the second reason is that I believe nobody would
pntmummotbnht mtulm:mmcymmmmh And




also

toﬁum.mymmtlnnmothu‘plwvbﬁ

not dunk or tap. You will get rid of him in a hury, am
letes who can shoot, pivot, pass and gpuard will be in the game,

(4) Tha'fmfgonl-robbéf that I ever saw, &s you eall it, was Hernen
- Bertke, of the Sloux Cily Y.M.C.A. back in 1804. He was 6 ft. 7 in. tall
Mcouldmtjtwbnthomidshndmnrﬁnhuhtmdjmjmthlm
encugh to deflect the ball away from its course. 1 was then pleying

manager of the Kansas City Athletiec Club and we played the Sioux City
Glants. That wms their name. We were utterly surprised becauge we had
not met emough tall players to learn to carom the ball high on the board,
ortbmknbot,mdmmmﬁnbmraqulm-mhﬂmndom.

‘ms-our:l ha.s oonsismtlj had the tallest men to contend with., Of course,
your Vic Holt and Hugh Ford were fellows of that {ype. 4sk Bruce if he
doezn't remember .Ford's god-mdinghn'oatumafwyomlgo.
Mnd of course we had Al Wellhausen, but I am giving it to you straight now,
I used Wellhausen in an effort Yo show the rules mambers that it was unfalr
for a tall player tc stand in front of the basket and deflect a shooter's
try eway. In fact, 1 wrote an article for the Countyry Gentleman in Sedbruary,
1935, entitled "Dunkingz Isn't Basketball”, and in the photograph I used Al
Jollhausen dunking the ball in a 10 foot basket and superimposed above the
10 foot basket a 12 foot basket showing how impossible it would be for him
to reach a 12 footl basket. Under this pleture it says: "Coach Phog Allen
nndm-hfmtmimhomter.nﬁonm“, oxparMﬁngwithﬁn

mmmmm

| xwm.umutmtm.nmtwmmmmmmm
dh‘bzmotﬂfutint. of 4 feet. That would give an ample
player to retriove and play the fall in from and around undernea
Nht. But it is not tive to use the © feet because ¢

- I meant also to mantion that

e x
- L]
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player, expert on throwing free throws, made both free throws because he
had developed this to the point that he could make more points on the free
thrmroutn‘&xmhnmuldmthoﬁoldmalm‘h. Bl S S A _

"

(58) %mtmdtbtdlboylinthomlydnylhmuuﬁn'
junior high school coach did not have as many gymnasia to play in as he
has now., In my nimeographed copy I mention that this junior high school
coach discovered this skyscraper ocozing etheerally down the hall and he
nabhed him, not because he ‘was a basketball player, but because all he
would have to do is stend neer the basket, catoh the ball, and lazily and
MlyapthMIMchmhtmmmmmugh

sahool adverury

38y Inthdoldhystmya’cuppaditabouhthenyﬂnydonm. If a
follwmmatwphoadomrightmurhiafut.* If he was good
myleommmfmntafmaMmmbehindhm,amgnyw

homedhommmﬂmhupmm

“{7) Here is the set up. Tho National Asmhﬁm of Basketball Bmohell
mtinconfmma,cnd Inlghtmthtahwtswnntort}nmborc
actually work and are concerned with rules. The rest o” them only ree
arrange their prejudices end howl over some rule that they think interferes
with them, But there are s few intelligent fellows in the Uoaches Assoc-
jation who really want to do something ebout the rules. The other is a
tipplers’ cmmntian, but it is mt es bad as tho footban coaches conven-

ti Ole
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The Basketball Rules Omit'boo is comprised, as you know, of tho cellogi
and university comches, the high school federation, the Y.M.C.A.'s, and

the Canadiation Association of Coaches and Y.M.C.A.'s. The joint committee
gots out a questiommaire and lr. Porter, the secretary of the fHigh School
Fadmtinn. is a very mlla.gmt and efficient fellow. The rules committee
hes a qmﬁ.miro commitiee. These questiomnaires are sent to the high
school coaches, sollege comches, Y.l.C.hs's, and the Canadian Association.
By and large 08t members some from the High School Federmtion. After these
quastimir» are mtwnod the clearing house handles thom, and these are
the things discussed by the rules body. The Coaches Association has the
right to male 1i%¥s recommendation, but the rules body does not guarentee that
any of the rmmﬁn be followed. Generally some of them are.
But the rules body is purely e political set-up. HMajor Griffith and L. V.
St.Jo}mmmwythMﬁum,nthL.ﬁ.st.Jommpﬂm '
mover. Harold Olson iz their paid stooge. He is assistant to 5%, Jolm

as athletic director at Ohio Stata. J. W. 8%, Clair, of Southern Ilotlnﬂiat
University, wes for many vears on the nominating committee of the rules
committoe., He natwrally foméidated the men that Olson and St. John dictated
and for his reward in doing this he is now chairman of the rules committee.
George EBdwards, a fine fellow, is a part of the machine. Vhen the word
gmadmtmlmwdommmt. thsrulssmittumllym

through the hoop.

_ﬁm.ImgoixhhllmmmthimththumthﬂtmthuIm
arrive at. The year befors the center jump was eliminated, Olson, St. Joln
end all the rules body were definitely against eliminating the center jump.
Then Oloon and St. John made a trip to the Facific Coast. They made arrange-
nents for Ohio State to play football and basketball out on the coast for a
number of gemes with the University of Southern California and other coast
teams, mmw,mmnmwmmrmmmmocmm
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St. Juln,_OJ.smanddltm in close hermo ,withsmhrryuﬁ Jommmn
who wanted the #ip off eliminated. It is my definite confiction that St.
John and Olson promised these Pacific Coast people that they would work for
theelininnumafth-mtwﬁpuﬁinwjtﬁmtttupmmmn
with Ohlo State on the coast. Zow, I do not want you tc quote me on this,
butlhumdnﬁxuthtomrMﬁanybammborotmph.mﬁ
IaminJmtupodaponitimtopmituafellmmuldbowimwt

Y i . i - — =
-

Mtu-hylmthtﬂlprmofﬁnmluomimuforﬂntam
- of these fellows can get out of it, That is why I eam not much interested
any more in such pooplc'n activities. Life isn't worth it, and why should
I worry about it, St. Clair is a fine fellow, but just another politician
when it comes to of‘if;oe hope. Oswald Tower is an honaat. square~-shooting
fellow, the editor of the Rules Comrittee, but St, John has always hnd June
Salmon as oneirman, or some fellow that lu oould definitely handle, and
this fellow would go at the direotion of St. Jolm. The Canadian people do
not oppose much. They are fine people. The Y.M.C.A.'s for a while *ried
to distate but saw they were out of luck and they present little op :iﬁmo
St. John uses the high school people like Floyd Rowe of Cleveland,

best of his admtaga. but H, V. Porter is a tough nut to orack, and in my
oyin:lon he is the bmina of the outfit but he does not play m.ﬁa them only
in an udm!.numuva oapaaity. _ .

S—— % ~ s

- But hera' the thing, liarold, these fellows have the majority. Tmy have
eight votes and whatever they want to put through they do. low don't mis-
understend me. They are intelligent fellows in a way, but the slate is

made in the N.,C.A.A. sot-up. 1€ doean'{ take long to have a rule passed.
_You can have it passed in one year or in ome hour, but unless the powers
that be mt it, you would hmre a tough tlma emept,_whm it is over-
-whelm.ngly .'m favnr, then of course they would not ﬁght 5%

The reason, 88 I m'vm told ycm, why this taller basket doesn't go over
4s bocauﬂe all the }ugh Bahoal playars like to drive’ in for a lay-up and
they are afraid that will take too much out of the game.  In fact, if you
see wost high school players play when they have & good shot out 20 feet
from the basket they will start dribbling in for the shot, whereas if thny
just stood end made their shot they would have a good shot ummolested.
study thua +things and watch intrmrel games and high school teams plv}
mdlluitmu‘hﬂnamnymmnlmundershmmthqm |
againgt the 12 foot basket. But that is not for the high sohooh, you
mdors‘hnﬂ

LA e

(8) 1 have jmt covered tha center jump. You stated it was preceded by
ayunrwooofomimhtim. Eo,tluyh'iadto putitwthsﬁrlt
year, but they were whipped on ite Then John Bumn, s-mmry withﬂnaid
of 5t. Joln and Olson and the rules commni ttee, naturall :

smhdmﬂmpnint ﬁutitmtwarbut 1tm notapophlarmw, and

| ButIdonotthimcitwillmrmbmkbmuuthohighuml
play over the nation manages, consciously and unconsciously, the doubtful-
ness of the return of the center jump, and the difficulty with the 12 foot
bukotiabmmuhighuhwlmhnmdphm ltillthinktomtrying
topntﬁulztoothskatidnmrmﬂm. '

(8) The ten second rule was 0.k.'d without Pirst trying it out as an
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experiment. That was the matter of putting a division line across the
center of the court and requiring the offensive team to bring the ball
across in ten seconds. Then there was the three second rule which re-

qmdhtupmmwmthMuMm‘mmm

28 hﬂ' nlnyz said that hqu posgessed so mny qmliﬁn or &
thrilling nature as it it played that perhaps we could do without the-
center jump and other things and still basketball would be highly interest-
ing. -

(10) Iagnewi’&xﬂnmnmka that the experimcatetion idea won't work
mﬂuaml-awmemtrmruy Why should a coach give up the strongest
part of his play when he is not fequired to do so. I will bet if we were

playing Bruce and he had Ford under the basket he wouldn't take a chance of
- being beaten  for uothing,. Yes, 1-think he has something there, and if he
had this big -boy at utilhﬁ.‘ter 1'11 bet he wouldntt zive Hank Tbe a chance,
amqum‘iankIwulanftgivamachmemﬁlthqmmmm.

_ (11) the rules mit'bea did pua a ruling. Harold, that no dd'mi‘n men
emldtouﬂzﬂmhnabaveﬂmcynndorofﬁhabuht. I haven't even read
the new rule, but do lmow that 1T is discriminatory. I dou't see any éitfcr- me ey

% ln'n never had enough tall fellows to bother, so they aren't going to worry
‘Can't you see what this 10 foot basket is doing for the gearch for tall
_plwm by ‘coaches all over the country? Any coach realizes that with a 10
foot basket if he can get & 7 ool player it is worth ten to iwenty points a
game offensively and defensively, whereas if they would raise this basket to
12 feet the search for this tall player would be on the wane. There-are so
few tall players and when you do get onse the coach is practically assured
of a championship. Loek at this boy Schulz on the Brooklyn Dodgers, 6 ft.
7 in, He played with Hanmline and won the chauspionship in Kansas City.

Almost every time & fellow like Beisser, Doykoff, Kurlend, and in another
year, Komenivich, is on a temn the coach iz assured of a chanpionship.
Why wouldn't it be betler to raise the basket to 12 feet and give everybody
an equal shot at the thing rather than have a fow tall plnymmdm‘h
the game because the basket is really within their resche 4hen you ask me
what I think about the rules camitiee =~ well, I won't %ell you what I
think, but I have %old you something ofwlnt I think, You guess &.mt.
MMO | - '

h%lﬁl‘nm of the rules comgittes I *bld'ﬂmmt rule

(12)
was disoriminatory end I think the basketball coaches association had few

mmmmmnm:immmum.-*mmmgmmw
‘anyone. recommend that the defense be forbidden from touching the bell in its
dmdfﬁghtmthAnthOffmetodoeveryﬂﬂnge:mttodon
glant swing on the rim before they dunk the ball in. Can't you see that dis-
~crimination, Harcld? As I told you, I haven't even looked at the new rule.
thadbotWoréor:wwofthonzluumdmﬂntw. -

(13) as I tol1d vou, I ham'tbm in the ecoaches uaociation ror gome
ﬁureu'ammylitﬂa reIMﬁiﬁxbigmu inthmhluitm.

(16) Ilnvomhm'boywmtﬁuqmﬁmimmmﬁntdm't_
much at the present. Ask Bruce to dig up one of the questiomnaires
trmhiaﬁhntoryw. fle has them. The coaches Association has a question-
minnﬁtbnﬂ«hﬁyhaquuﬁm and if you agree with me about

ence between the rule that vou quote-and the rule that we now have in effect.



nim-stmw of the qwsﬂmim arc usnless because the coach mny
put in there what he doesn't like and soumetimes the phrasing of the question
would not convey the intent of the cormittee which wrote that question. I
was on the questionnaire commitiee; in fact, have been on almost all of the
cormittees and 1f you would see some of the questiomnaires filled out you
wouldn't give some of -the coaches any too much credit for above normal ine
telligence. Don't think I am griplng, Harcld, I have jmtnmmmho(
it that you get very few unselfish coaches. The questiomnaire committee
mha;swafmttmqmﬁmimandrqmrﬁtaﬁwmlumm
their findings. If you get 80 per gelit in favor of & thing it is almost sure
‘go wsr, but ymx kmow the qmﬂmim won't got 80 per mt. |

(15) naem 's vory 1ittle @al-'bamling in hs.gh school buketball booauu.
as I explaimed %o you, the high school player is not egile and altitudinous,
and too, many principals would not stand for it, because it looks umsports-
wanlike to meny people. The principals still have much to do with athletics
in high school, while at the universities the adninistrators leave it to the
whins and caprices of the athletic pecple and sonetimes there is very little

of & sporting quality considered. It is more mob payahology baat tho
inmders > and tlm a}.l sai:tla fnr & Rmn holi&y i =

- {16) H‘o, T not tth Jza'h on aocaunt of the ° 15 C.A.'s and tha Canadian
umh‘biagnhomg mewbers théy mitigaté against the, committes's adopting
changes made by the comches association. As I told you, the dominent group
is the N.C.A.d. group. Then the next nosi .wportant is the ligh School
Federation, with the Canadian Lssoom’don and the a.c.m peopla phyinga
my mll part. E 5 . .’ - |

s = - - . : - 1y = 4 - e -

| (17) T think T ha‘Vé explaimd 'l:.ha 171:11 quastlon tImroughly in w othor
*ste:bmn'h prmmly. b S |

el v o Yas, the 12 foot go&l prepma.l was *!:he first propoeal ever mdcplo
fer as I kKnow, for equalizing the height of a tall player. Ever since 1900
I have beeh olosely associated with basketball and with Dr. Naismith until
he pessed eway in 1938, I have played with and against tall players and

ha'u sm especially versatile shorter men being crowded out and hipped

{Dnm taller fellow, Itmthehippmmtafﬂnumphym
foot basket that edds tc the congestion. Some time, as 8 |
"smhﬁor,godmnmu'hahﬂnm play and watch the hipping that goes on
under & 10 foot basket. Then get Bruce to put up & pair of 12 foot baskets
and watch the absence of hippinge Hhy? Bmauseltismtmmm.!ho
aroc of dispersenent when the ball falls out fwrther and when o goal is

niuadilp-aw'ﬁm‘nnfmthﬁht ahd*wm mamwwﬁnt *
hmtoonguhd.

'

u&llIuLiaforﬂnnefoilmtotryztmiapplyt}umlom if
they don't get a cleanser game., *hamgetoffioialsmﬁhwethumagm
and see how many fewer fouls are called. It is possible that you will see
an entire game played without the referee awarding that extra free throw for
the foul. -lNow. go back in yowr records and see how many extra froe throws
are awarded on fouls when goals sre attemptedes It will startle you. and

thom'oyounm 1tths=Mcryouwi11hfora12fth
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INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETICS

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

NORMAN - OKLAHOMA

Sept. 12, 19 43.

Dre F.C .“Phog" Allen'
Basketball coach,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, Kans,

Dear Coachie=

Bruce and I are going to try an article on
basketball goonse I know the subject is a bit
trite at this late date, but we will try to

approach it from a new angle,

Bruce is high on your l2~foot basket idea,

I kinda like the suggestion now before the
rules committee that big men who touch the ball
in its downward flight on a try-for-goal be
penalized a basket, However I can't shake him
on the l2-foot basket, He thinks it superior
to the present proposal,

I am submitting some questions about the l2-foot
bucket and other related points, I wonder if
you'd have time to answer it? Pretty soon?

If you don't want any of your answers to go as
quotations,; just designate which ones. I want
to get your part all straight,

Oh yes, be sure to send back the appended list of
questions., It's the only one I have,

A5,

~<

Sincerely, .

Harold Keithe :



(1) When did you first propose the 12-foot goal, and @p how do you think it will
help basketball? — -

(2) What is your answer to the counter charge that 12-foot goals would reduce
scoring?

(3) Why do you think the rules committee did not adopt your 12-foot goal suggestion?
I mean by that, what do you think wws really behind it?

(4) In your long career a3 a player and a coach, who was the first goal-robber you
ever saw(please give first name/, what club did he play with, and what year did
he do his stuff?

(5) Why weren t there more of them in the old days?

(6) When one was encountered, how did teams in the old days go about stopping his
goal-asteal ing?

(7) What is the machinery one has to go through to get a new rule passed in basketball?
How long does it take, usually?

(8) I recall that when the center jump was outlawed, it was preceded by a year or so
of experimentation to see how it worked, 1Is it always the custom of the rules
committee, when considering major changes, to first order a year or so of experi-
mentation?

(9) What major changes has the rules committee ever okayed without first trying them
out as experiments?

(10) Bruce says the experimentation idea won't work on this goal-stealing controversy
because no coach with a big boy is going®to voluntarily agree i not to let his
giant goal-rob. Do you think he has got something? '

(11) When the rules committee finally does do something about the tall player, do |
you think it will simply okay the rule without first ordering coaches to experi-
ment with it a year in advance like the Pacific Coast waches did on the center jump
elimination? _

(12) Bruce says the Pasketball Coachee Association since 1939 has recommended to the
rules committee that it kill goal-tending by forbidding the giants to touch the ball
in its domward flight and penalize them a goal if they do. Why, in your opinion,
hasn't the rules commiittee followed this suggestion?

(13) About what percentage of the suggestions made by the coaches' association are
followed by the rules conmittee? I mean by this, does the rules committee make
it a practice of bgnoring the coaches' suggestions? Do you recall any other
suggestions for changes by the coaches association that the rules committee has
not carried out?

(14) The new basketball guide says "among the proposals to be studied and covered in
next year's questionaire” will be awarding a field goal when a tall man touches a

try for goal coming down, I don 't understand what this queitionaire is? Who
mails it out, who gets it, and what effect does it have omtimrrules—committee?
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(15) Have you ever heard of goal-tending in high school basketball?

(16) Does the fact that the basketball committee also represents the YMCA, the high
schools and the Canadian associations mitigate against the conmittee'’s adopting
suggested rules changes made by college coaches who, after all, are just one of
five groups the big committee represents? For example, ik is there any way
the high schools can influence rules changes?

(17) What is your objection to the proposed change of fining giants a field goal
when they touch a try-for-goal on its downward arc before it hits the ring or
the backboard?

(18) Was your 12-foot goal proposal the first proposal ever made, that you know of,
for doing something about the tall player?
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TWELVE=-FOOT BASKET FOR COLLEGE AND INDEPENDENT TEAMS

Of late years there has been a protest on the part of the basketball public
against thesc "mezzanine peeping goons" of the cage sport who actually come to
the level of the basket rim when they reach for tip-in shots, or actually dunk
the ball into the hoop instead of shooting it upward, as originally intended by
Dr, James Naismith, the originator of the gomee No other sport puts such an oute
landish premium on height as basketball,

The only reason that the height of the basket today is 10 feet from the
gym floor is because the indoor running track at Springficld, Mass., College wos
10 feot fram the floor, and Dr. Naismith attached his tnsket to this running
trocke ‘

Twelve=foot baskets would be only for college playors who have reached
their growth and maturity, and not for high school playors. It is just as casy
to accommodnte the musecles of the oyes, wrists, hands and digits to distance in
height as it is to accommodate thom to distance on 2 horizontal ploance

It is proposced that o field goal count 3 points and a frec throw from the
20=foot line (now 15 feet) count onc point. This would equalize the scoring
ratios It has long been o contention of Dre Naismith that a fiold goal should
count more than twice as much as & frec throwe An argument might be advanced
thot if the fiold goal is increased in value therc would be a Tendenocy to foul
an opponent to keep the field goal from being modee The answer to that is that
4 personal fouls will disqualify a player from the gamee And again, thore will
not be the desire to work the ball in under the goal for lay-ups on & 12=fo0t
basket because the most disadvantageous spot under the new scheme 1s directly
under the basket, It is much easier to bank o shot 8 and 10 feet out from the
besket near the 12=foot goal than it is to work it under the goale Research has
shown that nearly 90% of all the fouls arc made in closc proximity to the baskcte
This is on account of the desire of the playors to work the ball in close to the

basket for a lay=up shote

Many adherents to the elimination of tho conter jump rule contended that
the no jump rule at center would drive the excoptionally tall player from the
gomee This certainly has not boen truc, nor should any rule be made that would
be diseriminatorye The higher basket would require all players to shoot for
zoals, whereby now only the "second story pecping Toms" can bat the ball away
before it reaches the cylinder of the basket, thereby preventing the goale Nover
in the history of the goame have there been so many excoptionally tall men undor
very low baskets, camparatively speakinge Mon 6 110" tall arc getting to be quite
cammonplace, The presence of so many long fellows has reduced basketball to a
frookish demonstration and has put an almost wnbearable handicap on the finer
athletes of o normal 6=foot height. Certainly no discrimination 1s asked against
an exceptionally tall player. Rather wnifornity is asked so that discrimination
against the little follow will be removede

Practically all the rules that now exist agains® the single or double post
nlay, against touching the ball while it is on the rim or above the cylinder of
the basket, the 3=-second rule, the l=yard defonsive rule, the playor being
awarded two frec throws when fouled under or near the basket == all of these
rules will be unneecssary after a higher basket is put into gffocte
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The higher goal will increcase spectator onjoymont, and will decreasc in-
juries under the goal from accidents by players when driving in hard for lay-inse

We have scen tall players in many team line=~ups who were born without any
speeial gift in basketball, but who were on the team solely on thc accident of
'~ ~—extreme heighte Soame Jjunior high school coach discovered tihis altitudinous
Brobdingnagian, sky=scraping stcepper oozing ethercally dovm the hall and straighte
way the coach made for him with a »air of shorts, the stinulus being mainly his
altitude and not his ability. Only a severe cardiac insufficicney will permit
that basketball monstrosity to escape the coach?!s tontaclese Therofore, it iij—
beyond reasonable doubt but what we can oxpect players of this 610" altitude to
become so numerous that they will be the rulc rather than the oxceptione

An eleven=foot basket would not be out of rcach of the exceptionally tall
playcrsé A twelve=foot basket would forever guarantee non-interference of the
basket rim by players. In addition to this; the twelve«foot basket would contri-
bute markedly in clearing up the congestion under the goal by increasing the arc
of disburscement of the rebound of the ball much further out on the court and
away from the baskets All modern gymnasia and auditoria have high ceiling clear-
ances, but in schools that do not hawve high ceiling clearances ground rules could

be permitted which would allow the usc of the lower baskets until conditions could
be corrected,

In 1934 Kansas State and Kansas played a hane=tnd-=hane series using the
elevated l2«foot basketes Neither team had practiced previously with the l2«foot
goal, but the players secred to hawve little difficulty in making goals and the
spectators enjoyced the game very muche Thc playcers? only complaint was tha t they
couldn't drive in and make their laye-up shotse On the other hand, they rcacted
quite favorably toward the clevated baskcte

At the coaching school the following swmer conducted by Allen of Kansas
and E, Je Hickox of Springficld, Professor Hickox clevated the basket to 12 foct
and the boys in the coaching school, without any practicc whatsoever, played a
match goame., We asked Professor Hickox to write his inpressions of that gomece.

It scemed to be his opinion and that of the group who watched the game that the
playcrs had littlec difficulty in finding the rangec of the basket.

It scems to be a fair conclusion that certainly no onc should eriticize
the clevated basket until he has at lcast tried it oute There arc so many
benefits and so flew drawbacks that this experiment should be indulged in by more
coa.ches than thosc who have tried it. It also scems rcasonablce that it might
be fair to all concerncd that if the 1l2«foot basket is found to be practical to
advance the tinc of its possiblc adoption over a two ycar period so that none
of the tall players now in college would be injurcd, but those oncoming playcrs

would have noticc of ites This perhaps would romove an objection from coachces
who might have tall men nowe |

The following arc a number of rcasons set fortn in favor of the tTwelvee
foot baskect:

le Arc of disbursement is greater, thus frceing congestion under basketse
2e¢ Guards arc forcoecd further away from baskets to get rebound.

3e Forwards are forced further cut from baskets to obtain rcbounds

4, Will cncourage more shooting accowt greater value of ficld goalse

Oe¢ Will definitely reducec foul shots becausc of no drivce-in neccssitye

6 Shots are casier made 8 or 10 feet out from basket instecad of dircetly

undere
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7TeWill eliminate the playcr's coffort to draw two shots by being fouleds
8e The four foul disqualifying rulc will still discourage too much fouling.
9 Will requirc all players to shoot upward for basket as originally in-
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tended by Dr. Naismithe

Present congestion of tall men under basket works a hardship on short

men and makcs the gone rough,

Loess handicap 1o a short man in shooting extra distance than by jup-

ing extra distonces

Will disccurage using a tall man who is not as active as o shorter nane

No other sport puts such an outlandish premium on height as does
basketball,

A player accamodates nuscles of eycs and hands to height the same as
to distance,

The only roason the height of the present basket is 10 feet is bocause
of the gymnasium running track at Springficld Colleges

i l2=foot basket is a blow to the zonc defense cccount spreading

def'cnsce

A convex board with l2-foot basket is another impediment to the zone
def'lense, _

The speecdicr players could rccover the ball before it goes out of

bounds in the 4«foot zone, thercby reducing the nunber of out of

bounds plays in a ganes |

Is o decided aid to officials = awarding 2 shots on foulse

Will do away with single and doublec post playse

Will do away with 3-second rule in +hc lance

Will do awny with rule regariding intcri’erence of ball on or above rine
Will increasec spectator enjoyment by high arch shots that hit.,

Will increcasc visibiliscy for specctators by raising basket 2 fecte
Will decrcasc number of accidents wder goals, driving in, not so
much hipping, nudginge

Will actually give norc rebound playing space per player,

Four~f'oot zonc bchind basket anotheor fa ctor against zone defensece
Will make umnccessary all legisiation cround basket, such as l=yard
rulc, ctce _

Twelve=f'oot basket is coming, as surc as death and taxese

sn eleven=f'oot basket would still be within reach of 619" or 6110"
players.

Twelve=foot basket would forever guorantcc non-interferences

In Olympic participation 12-foot basket would equalize height of two
teams (desire of Olympic Cormittce); linited class 612" of under,
unlinited class, any hcighte



Coach *° Phog’’ Allen and his six-foot-seven center,
Al Wellhausen, experimenting with the ten and
| twelve foot baskets.

ONCE read a short story in which a basketball coach
beat a bitter rival in the final championship game by
suddenly producing an awesome giant—as I remember
he was an eight-footer—who did little else in the game
than stand under his own basket with his hands upraised
and batted the ball off the rim of the hoop every time the
enemy shot. It was very exciting, and the fact that such

a procedure has always been illegal under the rules did not

dismay the author at all. His facts, indeed, were stranger
than his fiction.

There wasn’t any fiction about his tall boy: we see some
pretty big ones here in the Midwest. I’ve had some of
them playing for me at the University of Kansas. One
year I kept my eye all season on the freshman team, watch-
ing the development of the center, Harry Kersenbrock,
who stood, barefooted, just a quarter of an inch under
seven feet. But we lost a fine lad when he was drowned
the summer before his sophomore year. One of the
Indiana universities a few years back had a player so tall
they couldn’t get him into a Pullman berth. The problem
was solved finally by taking out the end board of an upper
berth, permitting the player’s legs to extend into the
adjoining upper, and he was able to get a fair night’s rest.

Last season Dick Wells, my center, was the midget of

e e -

the Big Six Conference, with his six feet one and a half
inches. He was topped by every other jumper in the
league. The rest of them ranged from six feet three and a
half up to six feet four and a half—and they were really
not big as big boys go. This season Kansas is back into the
skyscraper competition with a six-foot-seven center.

COUNTRY GENTLEMAN

Late last winter, on a basketball coach’s
vacation, I went to Kansas City to witness
the National A. A. U. basketball tournament,
which has been held there in Convention Hall
for several years, and I saw what looked like
a dream-come-true to a basketball coach—

- whole droves of stretchy six-footers, and they
had power and speed to go with the height.
Five men in that tournament were over six feet
six; two of them ran up to six feet eight.

FIVE PROPOSED CHANGES

ANY of those tournament players were
L ex-college stars, seasoned veterans who
knew how to handle the ball, and I expected to
get a great thrill watching them play, yet I
had a strong sense of disappointment in one
important phase of the games. Those tall fel-
lows were leaping at the ten-foot baskets and
were literally ‘“dunking’ the ball into the
hoop, just as a doughnut is inelegantly dipped
into the morning coffee. And I say that is not
basketball. My conception of the game is
that goals should be shot and not dunked.
I’'m not picking on those fine tournament
players. Our big college boys are doing it, and
I’m teaching my beanpoles to tally that way,
as other coaches are doing. It is a fair way to
score under the present rules, and there is no
sense in trying a hard way when there is this
easier and surer short cut to the pay-off.
Yet I would like to ask coaches, officials,
players and spectators this question: Should
height, figured by itself, carry such a premium
as 1t does now? Isn’t the game penalizing the
fine players who fall below the six-foot mark?
I’ve thought for several years now that the
tall man has an unearned advantage and I had
that in mind when, not long back, I offered to
the rules committee the suggestion that bas-
kets be raised to twelve feet. _
I want it understood that I am not trying
to eliminate the tall man from the game. Un-
der any conditions I’ll take a good big man

over a good little man, merely because he is

a bigger dish of a good thing. But I would
like to see a tall man forced to shoot his bas-
kets the same as a short man. The twelve-foot
basket would level them off.

We have experimented with the higher baskets here
at Kansas for two years, and the results have been inter-
esting to observers. But before discussing our findings I
want to list other changes I have offered for considera-
tion. Some of them, perhaps, will seem radical to stu-
dents of the game, but in my opinion they have merit.

I would move the backboards into the court to a dis-
tance of six feet. They are now two feet from the end lines.

I would permit an offended team to throw for the
basket in the half of the court where the foul was com-
mitted.

I would have all jump balls taken to one of three spots
on the playing floor—the two foul-shooting marks and
the center spot. Around two-foot circles at these points I
would have six-foot circles to hold other players away
from the jumpers until the ball is tapped.

I would change the scoring of field goals to three points,
the free throw remaining at one.

I 1t seems to some that a reformer wants to tamper

with a successful game, 1 want to say that I love the game

as only a person can who has played it and coached it for
more than twenty-seven years. To me it’s the greatest
game of them all. Knute Rockne loved to roast me about
basketball. He used to say: ‘“Phog, there are two great
athletic games that I don’t care for, and basketball is both

of them.” But of course to “Rock” there always wasbut

one game. + Jiid

In proposing these changes I am not seeking a vicarious
method of turning losers into winners, for we have at
Kansas won championships in our Conference twelve out
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of the past seventeen seasons, and we have won con-
sistently against outside big-time competition. There
isn’t an ““Allen System’ in basketball in the sense that
there 1s a Warner System and a Notre Dame System in
football; but if you will pardon the pride, I want to men-
tion that my players have gone out to high coaching posi-
tions—to Nebraska, Stanford, Kentucky, Northwestern,
Tulane, Iowa State, and to a host of smaller colleges and
high schools.

As a coach I may possibly lose my ‘“curve,” as the
saylng is, if the game is changed; maybe it will hurt us at
Kansas. I still favor one and all of the changes proposed.

If you think a game is inviolate, consider the one that
Gen. Abner Doubleday built, in 1839, on the flimsy
foundation of One Old Cat and some 4000 years of harum-
scarum hitting of some sort of ball with some sort of club.
There have been dozens of changes in baseball. In com-
parison, basketball has changed but little.

A baseball writer was kind enough to dig out for me a
list of changes that have been made in our national game,
some of them probably familiar to fans, but most of them
were new to me. In 1845, for instance, the pitching
distance was forty-five feet, as compared with sixty feet
and six inches today. When I read this my mind turned
to the dreadful predicament of a batsman today standing
at the plate, with fire-ball pitchers like Dizzy Dean and
Schoolboy Rowe throwing them up. I find that in those
days a batter could call for a high ball or a low one, but
even this would scarcely help him against fast balls
thrown from forty-five feet by these big-league aces.

At one time a team scoring twenty-one ‘‘aces’ or runs
won the game, whether it took one inning or twenty. In
1858 a pitcher was restrained by a boundary line twelve
feet long, and he could take a short run before delivering
the ball. Previous to 1863 batsmen could use a bat of any
size, shape and material; at that time they were restricted
to wooden clubs, and thirteen years later the rules makers
placed the maximum length of bats at forty-two inches.
In 1864 the ““out on first bounce” rule was abolished.

Those are only a few of the changes in the physical
aspects of baseball. It is a made game, the product of
years of trial and adjustment, although I think it has
now been perfected. And I maintain basketball is no
more Inviolate than baseball. In some respects I feel we
have outgrown the original garments of basketball, just
as baseball outgrew the forty-five-feet pitching distance.

Athletics are an integral part of school and college
education, and our chief aim, of course, is the physical
development of our boys and to teach them to play hard,
to take punishment and come up smiling and still play
fair. Something is learned on athletic ““battle’’ fields that
can’t be aequired in the classroom. But of importance,
too, is the spectator who pays the bill and lends zest to
inter-school contests. I’ve asked many of them about
their likes and dislikes in basketball and have found that
primarily they want action and scoring. I’ve watched
lots of hockey games and have loved the action, but I have
bemoaned the lack of scoring. Basketball fans dislike an
abundance of whistle blowing which checks the action
and breaks the interest. The perfect referee, to me, is the
one who 1s seen but never heard—well, hardly ever.

A PREMIUM ON SPEED AND AGILITY

F YOU will check carefully on a game of basketball you

will find that a great many fouls are called as the play-
ers are scrambling under a basket for a ball coming down
from a rebound. It is inevitable with so many players
Jammed into a small space. Many of these fouls are
purely accidental. And if there isn’t a foul committed in
the scramble for the ball the chances are great that the
player who gained possession of it has stuck his toe over
the end line, and the whistle blows anyway.

With the twelve-foot basket the players are spread over
a greater area, for the rebound from the high backboards
sends the ball farther out into the court: the area of dis-
persement of players is greater; the small man has quite
as good a chance to recover it as a tall one. Thus the

= -

height. 1 have been somewhat amused while watching



““I’ve been keeping an eye on that Disturbing Element
down there,” he said. ‘“He’s taking a nap himself now.
Has been all afternoon. Guess the excitement at Lac
L’Outre kept him awake last night.” |

Joan looked around. “Where’s our canoe? And our
outfit?”’

“T sneaked ’em out to that torrent and down to the
river edge, a while ago. They’re hid in some buckbrush up
the shore. Figured I ought to do that while this Rip van
Winkle yonder was sawing wood. I didn’t take the kicker.
It’s cached right back of you—it and the drums. We won't
dare use a motor any more. We’ll have to travel silent
from now on.” -

They ate the cold left-overs of their breakfast. After-
ward, at Joan’s insistence, Alan lay down, thinking to
doze a little. . -. .

A hand on his arm woke him, hours later.

““Alan,” Joan was whispering, ‘“maybe we’d better be
starting.” '

Night had come. It was dark in the little tangle, so dark
that Alan could barely see Joan beside him; and the chill
damp fog was sifting through the pines.

Down at the river bank the camp fire of the lone
watcher burned cheerily, as he cooked supper.

They dared cook none themselves, with him so close.
Hungry and shivering, they rolled up their blankets,
groped out to the torrent, slipped down the ravine to the
landwash, and hurried up the shore to the buckbrush
thicket. 55 .

A few minutes afterward they had set their canoe to
_water, stepped in, and were paddling on up the gray
ghostly Sulteena, without benefit now of the friendly little
kicker. |

T MIDNIGHT, three nights later, they reached Sul-

teena Forks, a hundred miles north of Lac 1’Outre.

To their left the Teluwaceet River led westward into
the snow-capped Teluwaceet Mountains. To' their right
the beautiful Lynette stretched eastward into a jumble of
lesser ranges. Straight ahead the Sulteena, master river
of all that country, led north-northwest toward the
Yukon height-of-land.” ~ P

In midstream just below the Forks, where the clashing
currents of the three rivers shifted back and forth, Alan
stopped to reconnoiter, suspecting that this strategic
point was tightly guarded and patrolled.

So far, by holing up in the daytime and traveling only
during the dark hours, like two young river phantoms, he

and Joan had escaped detection. But Corporal Norman
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had flung his whole hunt upstream, and it was boiling all
around them—a grim and determined man hunt. Twice

7 the Police launch had returned to Lac L’Outre and

brought up more men, more canoes. Posses were combing
the river at night; lookouts had been posted at every
narrows and headland; and canoes on silent patrol passed
them in the foggy dark like hostile wraiths.

They knew that they had Norman guessing as to their

exact whereabouts and that they must keep him guessing.

If they were ever glimpsed, the scattered hunt would
draw together, bottle them up, end their flight.

Never knowing when he would run headlong into a rifle
battle, Alan had begged Joan repeatedly not to go on with

" him. It would have been easy enough for her to get off on

an island and wait for some canoe to pick her up. But
Joan flatly refused to listen. Without telling him why, she
took the position that it was her duty to help him escape,
and that her duty would end only when he and Luke
Kaneewaugh were across the Teluwaceet watershed and
well on their way to the Alaska demarcation.

Alan hated to think of her returning to Lac L’Outre

and facing the music there. Though there was no legal

evidence against her, everyone would know that she had
gone with him on this wilderness hegira. The talk about
her in that little settlement would be vicious. And Eric
Norman, to whom she owed so much—she would have to

face Norman too. But he could not deny that from the

standpoint of his safety Joan had been dead right in
coming along with him.

Despite their hunted existence and the hardships they
endured, those three days and nights had not been un-
happy. Theirs was an eager joyous partnership. Being
fellow fugitives gave them a sense of closest communion;
they had much in common; and they struck it off well to-
gether. In the daytime they talked for hours on end,
when they should have been sleeping; they quarreled over
nothing and laughed over less; and at nightfall they set
out on their dangerous travel with light hearts and
buoyant confidence. ' |

But to Alan their swiftly unfolding companionship
brought uneasy pain-shot thoughts. The very happiness

of his hours with Joan Hastings carried a pang. He was

dreading the time when he would say Klahowya to his girl
partner, somewhere in the Western Teluwaceets.

What Joan felt toward him he did not know. She was

so silent, so unfathomable. He knew she liked him, found
his company enjoyable; but deeper than that he could not
read. . . . She had brought him a hundred miles safely;
and in a few miles more they would be through the worst.
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If they could get past Sulteena Forks and a little dis-
tance up Teluwaceet River, the storm center of the hunt
would lie behind them. Most of Norman’s men were
searching and watching the Sulteena; and his head-
quarters camp, they felt sure, was located at this strategic
Forks just ahead.

There was no moon that night, and the river fog was
fairly heavy; but the stars were bright, and against the
licht background of the water a canoe was distinguishable
at a hundred yards.

As they held their craft steady in the shifting currents,
Alan caught a whiff of smoke, camp-fire smoke. Noting
the direction of the slight wind, he peered at the headland
between the Teluwaceet and Sulteena; and through the
water-mist he made out a dull reddish glow, well back in
the timber. The big glow of a big camp.

“\UR guess was a bull’s-eye, partner,” he said, sotio

voce. “Yonder’s their main hangout. I can smell’em!
What’re we going to do? D’you think it’s safe to angle on
into the mouth of the Teluwaceet? I’ll bet a leg, I'll bet

" both legs, that they’re patrolling all three of these river

’

mouths

“Sh-h-h”’—a sudden warning from Joan. She turned,
seized his hand. “Look!”’ She pointed through the mist
to their left. “Look there! What’s that? It’s too high out
of water for a drift log, and it’s moving across the cur-
rent!”’

Alan glanced along her outstretched arm and saw a big.
shadowy mottle on the water, almost at the limit of vision.

““Canoe!”” he breathed. ‘“And headed in our direction!™
He dipped paddle and started backing away. “ Maybe
they haven’t seen us.”

A cautious voice, a half-breed’s voice, came across to
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