October 18 , 1941

Mr, John Kline
20 B. 1st S¢t.
Hutchinson, Kansas

Dear John,

Thenk you very much for yo;xr very nice letter of October 16.
It was fine of you to write as you did.

No boy who has ever come to the University has been more of a
joy and & vleasure and as little trouble as you were, John,
You were straightforaard, agrressive, and dependable and when
you spoke I always knew where you stood. You've had a fine
bringing-up, John, end that's a great heritage for a boy.

Yes, you will find that your four yeers at college will be the

happiest of your life, and the memories will always be very dear
to you I'm sure. You were a splendid student and a fine ‘athlete
end & real gentleman, I do not know what more parents could went

for their possession,

I've been keeping pretty clese tab on you and know that you have
enlisted in the Navel Reserves, I know that jou're to be at
Northwestern on Jan, 22, We're to pley DePaul University on Jan,
31, and I hope that you can arrange for the evening a leave 1if
possible. We would be indeed happy to have you as our guest. At
the present time I do not know where we'll stay, but you'll find

that out I'm sure.

I am sending you a copy of our basketball schedule hoping that
you will be able to visit Lawrence before you go to Chicago and
see some of our games. By the way, Jane is married as you
doubtless know. Her husband is Elwood Mons and they're living at
the Marshall Field Garden Apartments, 1423 Hudson Ave. Apt. SA
Chicago. Her telephone number is Mohawk 7325. I know that she
would be glad to say, "hello"™ to you. ..

We get letters from Bob and Eleanor quite often and they're
extremely heppy. They bought season tickets to the football games
and they say that Pennsylvania has a real teame

-
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October 16, 1941

P Ee Cs Allen
Kensas University
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen,

Since this 1is the middle of October I imagine that you and the boys
are wéll started with basketball practicees It sure seems strange that I am
not in school and practicing right with the rest of the boyse I know that
yvou are going to have a fine year, and I wish that I could be back on the
team, but I guess everyone has to grow up sometime.

In writing this letter I want to thank you for all of the many things
that you did for me while I was in school, I know that I couldn't have gone
all the four years that I ddd without your fine end willing help. I want you
to kmow that I really appreciated all of your assistamce, and I hope that
someday I may in part be able to repay some of the kindness and help that you
gave to me., My four years in college were the greatedt of my life so far,
end I will keep the memories of them forever. The trips, the comradeships,
the exciting games, the practical experiences, and above all others your
wise council will always stay with me.

On the 1l3th of August I enlisted in the Naval Reserve, and I am to
report for an officer's training school at Northwestern U, on January 22, 1942,
Right now I am working for my father in the insurance business during the
daye I am also filling in as temporary physical director at the local YMCA.
Altbgether I am putting in about 14 hours a daye It is quite interesting
work s well as profitable, but my spare time comes few and far between,

Will you please give my regards-to Mrs. Allen, all of your family, and
to the boys on the teame Again I thank you for everything, end if at anytime
I can help you, I would appreciate being able to do so.

Sincerely yours,







Qetober 23’ 1941

Mre Jo E. Kissell
Portis, Kanses

Dear MNr, KiBBell,

I'm sorry that I've feiled to answer your good letter of the
15th instant, I've been so tied-up in drives, speech-making
ete, that I've not been in my office long enough to complete
aIy Jﬂb. | . ST -

I appreciate your writing regarding the All-Star basketball
game in Chicago, Friday night Nov. 28, Of course, this is an
‘advertising stunt just like the All-Star game, and the procedes
are suppesed to go to charity., I believe the Chicago Tribune's
charity on football is the Milk Fund, but the wise ones tell me
that the fund is "milked" of all the cream before charity sees
it.

Bob is in the medical school at Pemnnsylvania, Englemen is with
Phillips, and Kline is with the Navy. They bring those boys
to Chicago for two weeks training, but none of our boys are in .
a position to spend two weeks, taking the time from their edu-
cation or business. I'm on the board to help select these All-"
Star college men, but I feel thet it would be & reflection on
a boy if he had two weeks to teke out and do nothing but prace
tise and play. A boy would have te be out of work to be able
to accept & proposition of this kind. Since I'm on the board
I will vote for a group of men and then they're going to boil
it down to 18 to be voted on egain., I'm doing it just because
they asked me to and not because I have much enthusiasm for ite
If yvou need eny edditional information I'll be glad to give it.

This is the general remark I make about Kemper. If the postman
stopped to kick at every dog that barked he'd never get his mail
‘delivered. I quite agree with you that when poor games are
officiated, Kemper will officiate theme 0k e o

I believe we were all disappointed in the Nebraska and Marquette
games, We'll see what we can do against Iowa State and I'm ’
hoping that Kansas will come out of the slump and play a bang-up

game, We need it for the morale of the team and the morale of the
students. There is a feeling on the part of some that Kansas will
do just that. I hope it clears up so that we will have a good daye
A good day means & good crowd and a good crowd means money which the

Athletic Association could use very handilye

Now, I want to tell you a few things about Max. Max is a most ime

proved basketball player == the most improved of all the boys back



= ®

from last year. He's a dandy! and his passing is wonderful.
His fundamentals are fine and he can hit. 8o, I'm expecting
some things from that boy this year. He's going to be diffie
cult to keep off the pleying squad. If he continues to go as
he's going and if he continues to improve he'll be right in
with the first string. I'm happy indeed to see him make such
strides anéd I lmow you end Mrs. Kissell will be happy. We hope

that both of you can come up for some of our gemes.

Yes, Mrs. Allen and I have missed our children, but it's the law

of life for these youngsters to get on their own and we're happy
that they are sble to do it. Being away from home is a fine thing
for every youngster and we believe they'll make the adjustment
away from home and be better for it. We received word that Beb was
elected president of his medical class. There were 120 members of
the freshmen class, so we feel happy that Beb has made his placs.
And by the way, this pest week Milton was elected president of the
senior law clecs so of course the father is happy, but the mother

is very very pleased, I didn't know that either one of my youngsters
were politicians, but if either of them are, Bob would be the one
that would be the last to ask for an office. ik

Give my kindest regards to lMrs. Kissell and tell her that we'll be -
looking for both of you to come up to some of the games. With all

cood wishes to you end to her 1 an

Sincerely,




¥re. Jeo Eeo | Iillﬂ'll.
Portis, Kansas.

Dear kr. Kissells

Thank you very much for your very good letter of the
17th; also for the eclipping enclosed. It is very interesting.

. I will not write you a lengthy letter, but I do want
to tell you that I enjoy your letters very much and I hope to see you
here Saturday for the Missourl game. '

T cofild not see how Xansas State could lose, but in
reviewing the case in my mind I can see how, &s you say, Kansas State
was "just right" for what happemed. It was interesting about the way
they boomed Jack Cardner for a field house, wasn't it? But if we
hadn't been as luck as the mischief and as torrid as hot tar they

ey The last two years that we played Cardner out there
at Manhattan our boys have done the impossible - almost. So some day
;fthqyeatohmofrmmidoﬂmymlubhtolhkm. -

' We should have a fairly good year in basketball., I
‘am not rounding the boys any too rapidly, waiting for the coming of
the men from the football squad before we go all out and in dead
earnest this year. All of our boys are improved over least year, and
I believe that Sollemberger is going to be a dandy. Of course, Lvans .
and ¥iller will strengthen the squad perceptibly, and these other .
boys are coming elong in good shape. Charlie ialker, Jolm Buescher,
Vance Hall, 7. P. Hunter - all are improved over last year. And our
freshmen of last vear are coming along in good shepe. Hax is lmprov-
ing, comparatively speaking, although he is not up with some of last
year's gang. But he is flashy, intelligent, aggressive, and he is an
A No. 1 fighter. He gets a little over-anxious on certain play
situations, but when he is out and on the court driving and fighting
for that ball he is just as versatile as most any of them. He will
make a great player for Kansas before he finishes. I will make that

I was interested in reading ebout the time you
played with Kansas Wesleyan. That must have been in 1809 or 1910,
was it not? i ' - 20







Portis, Kansas,
November Seventeenth,
Nineteen Forty-One,

Dr, F. C: Allen,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Doctor Allen:

1 have your letter returning the letter from Chdcago as regards
the Kansas boys. Thanks for same tho it was not very necessary,;to re-
turn it. I was glad they recognized the merits @f the three hL?ansas
mene, I agree with you that 1 think the 'milk fund' is run thru the
cream separator before the 'nett! profit is arrived at,

I had been intending to drop you a line and send the enclosed
clipping from an Arizona paper, We sent some representatives from
Portis to Phoenix lately to a Viater meeting and in the papers they brot
back I ran onto this article by McGovern on football, or rather it
is comment by the editor on what McG.:said, It 1s very good and thot
{in case you have not seen it) that you might like to read it.

Football will always be a problem as regards the injuries and
that is the thing that wprries me, 1 like a good football game and
I think most anyone does but I think it should be controlled and the
rules taken care of to avoid all possible serious injury. And the

commerciallism should be removed entirely if possible from all school,
college and amateur sports.

I shuddered Saturddy when I heard that "Evans is hurt"™ and so on.
I feared that a fine career might be stopped or handicapped by a twisted
knee or back or arm injury. By the way, the KU-=Aggie game was as
much of a thriller as I have heard in a long time, I was here at
Portis and got it off and on,via radio and I was first up, then down
until the man finally saild i/t is over and KU wins 20/16. It was
a fine tonic for the school and I was glad for all of you and Gyn
Henry and all of them, I wish more games could be like that and I was
proud that 1t was all a Kansas affair and that likely nowhere in the
nation was there a better show that day,. I think maybe KU had some
luck but at that the decisions as I could pick them up, secemed to go
against Kansas, that is at crucial moments. And there near the end
of the game when we thot there was but one play left and Kansas passed
to a man in end zone and announcer first said, It looks good; then he
salid, No it fell out of his hands, I think 1t was a pass to the
Swede Lindquist. My heart sankg then as I thot it over and some fellows
standing aroupd (for KU) cussed. But then that final run by the little

boy and we sgt stone blind, deaf and dumb until the announcer had re-
peated it several times,

I had anticipated it in a way. Do you know those Kansas State
people are the most gullible in the world. They can lose all and then
win a game and they came out of it and you would think they would never
lose again. I think the stage was just right for what happened. I
recall they got Jack Gardner there for basketball and won a game and
started boom for a million dollar field house and then they fell flat
and did not get the house and lost a lot of boys and also a lot of games,

But I guess it is no bad habit to be that way, thok this time I think
they let over-confidence hurt them some. '



F. C. Allen, page two, Nov, 1l7th, '41,

When I get started on the typewriter, Doc, I breathe heavily and will
finish what I have in mind, and I might say that this is not to bother
you for answer as I know you are busy about eight days a week. I just
saw in paper you have lot of engagements and so on right away now,

T can't figure what you will do in basketball, I feel that to
lose theee men like Allen, Engleman and Kline would be a blow that
you could not offset this season, I can't sece anyone who will score like
Engleman tho you might have two forwards who would score as much as
bhe two last year, that is two high men, And you might be as
strong at guard with Sollenberger having another year of experience,

but granting you can replace Kline then I can't see how you can replace
Allen at center, You might have a stro%@"-all-around team this year
than last, but I hardly can see it now, t© of course I am guess-

ing largely on just the names of men, I think when all of those new
men get going say by next year, if they all stay, that you ought tTo

go pretty good, For this year I will be satisfied if you can finish
well up in the Six, that is third or second{ I have not yet flgured

out who will be first or maybe second,.

Tn a letter sometime back I noted what you saild about Max and of
course was glad and hope that he can make some sort of creditable
record there, I know that he was a fine hi player but sometimes 1n
college a“boy does not go so well, I have been in basketball a
long time, I guess about nearly ,35 years in hi school, college and
then the Dynamos for now 27 years, It would make a nice ending to
basketball for if Max could make a good average record there, Of
coarse I will go”liking basketball after he leaves there and as long as
I can I spose, Say, I played with Ks. Wesleyan against KU 1in the
0ld Oakdale fair exhibition room in Salina when Tommy Johnson
played, Tom made 18 that night and KWU also made 18 but other KU
mne made 12 more so it was 30 to 18 for KU, Can't recall other

Kansas players now and it seems maybe a fellow named Hamilton ‘
was coah or was in charge of them, I know we thot Johnson was a whlz,

Kindest regards and again let me say that this is not written
to expect a reply and I may owe you apology for taking time even to

run over this rambling.

Hope you go great in basketball and I will watch it close and
may get down some time, tho it is gglong trip. I had tickets for
game there last Saturday but felt could not get awaye

- Regards to Mrs, Allen and all and agaln best wishes.

Sincerely ’ N\ :
o g
Mﬁ? b % | Portilis
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October the Fifteenth,
Nineteen Hundred Forty-one.

PR F. C. ALLEN,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Sir and Friend:

I frequently feel called upon to write you about one thing or a-
néther but generally get too busy to get a letter off,

Right now I have in mind the all=-star basketball game in Chi-
cago the night of Friday, November 28thi the contestants being an
all=star group of 1941 college seniors and the champion, or soO=
called champion Detroit Bagles, I guess you know about it as I see
by paper you are on some advisory committee in connection with it.

Are the KU senimior boys, that is Bob Allen and Engleman, eligi-
ble foythis geme and if so, do they care to take part, so far as you
know, 1f tThey were chosen--either of themd I r&8ed the Chicago papers
and see a good deal in them about the game and thot that if the Kansas
boys were eligible and cared to take part, that some move might be
made in thelr favor. I know a number of fellows there that I could

at least suggest names to,

IT you can give me some information on this, I will be glad.

I see that Gene Kemper devoted a column the other day to you and

- football and I was amused at some of the conclusions he drew, He ev=-
idenyly wants to make a big noise that sounds good to him but which
will back=fire with some of his readers, You ought to have Kemper

referee all of your basketball games and then maybe he could give you
a boost?%7%7?7? You understand of course that I am joking on that be=-

cause, though I have seem worse referees of basketball than Kemper, right
now L can't recall where 1t was,

I was of course disappointed Paturday in the KU=--NU game. From
this rather long range, 1 wonder if maybe KU is not putting too much
dependence 1n Miller's passing. I noticed a wise crack in some paper
that Kansas had only Miller and a prayer and that Miller forgot part of

the prayer, The Kans., running attack was not very strong and it seems
to me thay ought to develop a little more in the way or reserves with as

amny men as they have oute  Of course I am just second guessing and
at long range, and this is just confidential,

Fine fall weather here and flowers still pretty. Some volunteer
wheat and barily has headed and 1f stays warm, might be cut, that 1s

with mature grain, by last of month.

Clipping enclosed ffom.ChicagOpaper and any suggestion you have
will be appreciated, |

Have been wondering if you and lrs, Allen are not r

with the children all gones
Kindest regards, T
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~ |tunity to some 22,000 spectators|

. [Joe Stampf of Chicago, Gene

OREAM FIV
~ PROS

- BY LEO FISCHER.
-.Did you ever see an All-Ameri-
can team of any kind' actually in
action? | &

| Once again The Herald-Ameri-|: -

can is going to present that oppor-|:

on the night of November 28 when | 3
it stages its second annual All-|g
Star basketball classic at the Chi-|
cago Stadium. = Frtiaf &

That the college squad which|
meets the world’s champion De-|§
troit Eagles will be an All-Ameri-
can team in the flesh becomes
more and more apparent as one
looks over the poll for places. The
initial standing, announced yes-
terday, shows that the leaders are

easily the answer to a basketball |,
coach’s prayer. _ Wi
DREAM QUINTET. ;g

‘How would you like, for in-|w:
stance, to have a team on which|la

Englund of Wisconsin, George|
Glamack of North Carolina, Bob|y;.
Richmond of Illinois and Frank|th
Baumbholtz of Ohio U. were in the|ce
starting lineup? And when you|ce
needed. replacements you could|fe;
call on Elmer Gainer of De Paul, |pj

- |Ossie Schectman of Long Island, ly

Ed Riska of Notre Dame, Gus|we
Broberg of Dartmouth, or a dozen |,
others of equal ability? un
It isn’t certain, of course, that|g,
all of these boys will be on the| -
squad—Dbut at least, it gives you an |in

|idea of what sort of basketball m1

| B A

team will be in action against the|gr,
world’s champs before a crowd |en:
which should set a new record for|g

|basketball atendance. - - |t

ﬂnwn TATMIDM I MATTAY T we & Tan

Notre Dame,

!

Leahy Rates
Grid Teams

 BY FRANK LEAHY,
f Athletics, University of

; I]lrector o
s i

Copr., 1941, King Features Syndicate, Inc.
NOTRE DAME. Ind.. Oet 12 .

_ Léonard’s Benders
Humble Coals, 11-8



A4

The eighteen men who williyp
make up the collegiate delegation|
are being- chosen by a board of|in

— |sports writers and coaches who|an.
- |cover every section of the coun-{iay
\p|try. The initial standings in the |y,
,r poll are ‘based on a point system |p.,
in which 12 is awarded for first|,,,
choice and the remainder are|
graded down to one for tenth po-|y 4,
sition. ' The list is now going back | ;¢

to the members of the board, for|,e,

.. |a second tabulation, in which each |{qq
n-\member will select his first and Sut
n-|Second teams. reg
15| 1 the meantime—a word - of ¢ -
" |warning. Tickets are going at an|—
'h amazing rate, despite the fact that
A.|loop box. offices will not be opened
yd|until some time this week. Mail
jt|orders are being accepted and are
being filled in the order of receipt.
Accompanied by check or money
)-|order, they should be sent NOW to
-| Ticket Manager, All-Star Basket-
nI:.tall Game, 326 W. Madison st.,

4 Chicago.
| Don’t wait too long! That’s a
_|straight tip. | D

)

|
N




story and I will not bother
ge Veenker, the athletic dir-
Ibolimﬂ;iowillgiveyoumtofﬁu

Thanks for yow good wishes, I @a hoping that we will
hmachmohgehtogeﬁmmﬂdima amofﬁmoonfmml
thtngsmltom. Wlﬁxallpodvuhm.Im |

\  Sincerely yours,

. Director of Physical Education and Recreation,
Varsity Basketball and Baseball Coach.




Portis, Kansas,
January 22nd, 1942,

Dr., F. C. Allen,
vawrence, Kansas,

Dear Sir and Friend:

Been intending to write you long ago and advance some
of my ideas on the basketball season, your team, the Tucker af-
fair and so on, but just failed to get or 'take' the time,

The last day or two I have been getting mad over the re=-
ports of the actions of the Iowa State people and the kid stuff
they pulled up there (according to reports I hear and read) and
today I read in KC Star about some angle on Sollenberger that I
had not yet heard and do not understand,

However, it seems they are all after Kansas and I feel
we may yet beat the fleld tho at the present time my crystal
ball would be g tie maybe between any two of KU « OU and Iowa
or even a triple tlie between the three,

Of course 1 fear now the game at OU next month as that
will likely be a game 'of the ages! so to speak from the various
angles chiefly the Tucker affair, 1 feel it will be almost impos-
sible for Kansas to win 1t as they will win THAT game at all costs
and any hazards, I hope that ITowa and OU will split and I will
figure Kansas t0 win from Iowa at KUy, That would make 1t a triple
tie unless some lower team upsets which they may. I think KState
may upset Iowa at Manhattan and also that Nebraska might win a
game Irom either OU or lowa,

Some way, tdo, I feel that KState may take us (KU) one
game this year due to the law of averages and then it is an alle
state game and they will be primed against Kansas as they always
are., And don't take them lighty there on the Hill this week end.
They have all to galn and nothing to lose and will go 'all Out,'

It 1s some race and I am getting more enthused daily and
almost pray nights of games t1l1l1l I get a score, Something must
have been wrong at Iowa, I have hoped Max would write me a little
of the side gossip on the game but so far he has not written since

then.

I guess Max thinks he has gotten into some pretty fast basket-
ball and I don't know whether he will ever be able t0 Imlitate a good
player, I hope he still trlies hard as that is all I preach to him,

Tucker deal: I appreciate your stand, absolutely and I
still think, Doc, that it has not been settled correctly. They
handled it like a hot potato and tossed it around and finally KState
sald okay as far as they are concerned, However, Tucker actually
did appear in game for OU the first semester and he and OU both
certainly knew he was not eligible, Here 1is what 1 wonder: What
is there to prevent some other big Six club protesting after while




Doctor Allen--page twO,

or even next yegr or even in his senior year that he per-
formed as an ineligible for OU in first semester of 1941 and
then have another wrangle come up and have all faets dug up and
him eventually declared entirely ineligible? That is an
angle I was thinking of,

I do not feel badly at him personally, thot he is somehwat
big=-feeling regards one - Tucker, But he is so good that we all
want to see him play, And then too, a boy is a boy, and we must
overlook his kiddish acts, He was wrongly informed., And too
I'11 guess you that somebody 1s putting something on the line
and I think they had promised to do so at State, State lost
him beaause the students there razzed him for being a little swell-
headed and too much for Tucker., And he got sore and left, I am

sure that I know enough about it to say that to you con-
fidentially, Gardner tried every means to keep him, Then %too
his uyncle who is somewhat friendly told me most of the story and
it séhded rather monetary., Then I had a letter from Gerald hime
self which I had intended to show you but I do not know where
it ever got to. That letter was merely wanting me to have lax
go to KState as he (Tucker) thot it was greatest place in world
to go to college, Nothing wrong with the laéter except it
indicated that Tucker is rather changeable, I think Gardner
mey have had Tucker do it.

I am going soon to Osborne to the annual 'frying of the fish'
and think will be some there from your Hill, You recall ‘I asked
you once to come and sometime wish you could as 1t is a fine
event but know you are too distant and too busy to do so, I wlllx
eat an extra trout or two for you, Guy Keeler wlll be there with
some choice stories % spose,

Say, I said this would be short and see it is now too long.
I guess I am a poor judge of distance, I guess you heard what
our Gretta Garbo said to Hitler when she was in Germany a few
years ago, namely: "I tank aye vill go home now." Well, that 1s
what Hitler has just said to Joe Stalin, Don't mention 1%,

I think your team this year will be a fine one and I feel
though that you lack a powerful scoring guerd. As I get 1t, Sollb.
is not a scorer, but good on defense, I never saw him play, I
have been little disappointed in Evans but judge from what I read
and hear that he will come along okay and be plenty good,

I was amused about Ettinger and wondesed 1f he were on the
pay-roll as a coach, IHe is just another big kid with wrong ldeas,
At times on the campus I rather like him, but he is a problem,

Must close with kindest regards and hope you have great luc k
from here oute For a while I had visions of the KC «~ NCAA and
st11ll think it not impossible, Wish now we (KU) could win all
remaining big six games. Crelghton and Ok.--A. M.-mey-be tough .

7

)

Very truly, (- /
J .\ E7 Kissel
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Portis, Kansas,
February the 26th,
nineteen hundred forty-two,

DR. F. C. ALLEN,
Lawrence, Kansas,
University Kansas:

DEAR DOCTOR ALLEN:

Your letter of a few days ago to#gether with the copy of the letter to
Max, came yesterday and it was read by me with considerable interest, and
also a lot of sorrow, I guess the sad part of it to me was, that you had
been forced to write to Max that way, and the sadder part was that to me
1t signalled hils demise from the basketball stage and erased from view any
dreams I might have had (and did have) as to him being a 'sometimef{ clever

basketball player,

I had seen the hand-writing on the wall, though, for some time, even as
far back as last year, when I felt he did not do much in Freshmen basketball,
but of course I managed to try to think that he would some time hit a ftride
that would equal what 1 thought he might be able to do. Then after a visit
there on the Hill recently and seeing Max on the court for the first time
in about two years, I reslized that he just did not have the stuff to play
with your team or to ever make a player of Big Six caliber, The last picture
I had in my mind of Max in connection with the gamgwas that of a driving,
feinbing, fighting player who could get his hands right up around the goal
to lay and cut them in there, and he seldom ever missed them more than a hair
when he missed, It did not seem to me that it was the same fellow, though
I']11 admit I likely expected too much, I d4id not think he was fence post
out on the floor, but he was not getting any of the results which he did out
here the last two years in school, I know, too, that you will say-4That
was high school out there and no competition; down here it is different,!

I was glad for your letter and also glad that you had written Max, and
I hoped that you had also collared him personally on the subject, though I
spose you have that sort of thing figured out the best way, I was greatly
surprised, though, at the portion of the letters which referred to his neglie-
gence and lack of interest and lawk of condition, and I JUST CAN'T figure 1t
out, I never did go in for that sort of thing. I do not know what you
mean by 'bullsessions'! but take it to be 'a gathering of male animals,!
If 1§ is for tom-fBolery, hell-raising, tobacco, beer or any of that stuff
that goes with 1t, I am opposed to the whole thing. And I always thought
that Max was too,. Cut here he was 2 good tralner and radiated all sorts of
enthusiasm on the floor, There I thought he was rather slow and lagging
and 1t seemed to me he never dild ralse himself off the floor. Also in tak-
ing the ball (3 men) seross the floor, his passes were poor, and instead of
hitting the waist-line, the other fellow had to reach for them, up, down,back
or something.,. He seemed to be fumbling, while out here I thot he gathered
them in like an octopus. On one of the nights, in the pre-~game warm-up
when your men would go under the goal for shots, they made 1 think over a
hundred straight, except that Max missed some 7 or 8 of his in a row, IHe
was letting locose of the ball low and I don't think he ever got up there and
laid it with one hand as I have seen him do here regularly. Once he even
splattered the hall up thru the ness from below, e might have been nervous
or it might have been an off-night and I Wwished I might have seen a scrimmage
gession and I might have formed a different 1dea, Out here in pre-game warm=-ups
he would at times go thru without a single miss of any type of shot., And we ‘
thought he could pass and his eye for the goal was almost errorless, if such
a thing can be said, without exaggeration,




I guess the differenee 1s being at the head of the c¢lass in a small
town and in a poor, ill-lighted, small, narrow, etc. court and at the foot
of the class in a blg University, I remember now what Gene Johnson (Saling)
told me and as it turns out, he was exactly right in the case of Max, though
B thot he was bluffing then, and still do, and it just happens that he hit it.
I can't recall his words, but it was about this: "Max is a small-fry boy from
a smell town and he won't ever be able to do a good job of warming the bench
at Kansas U, The spectators there pay tc see their favorite sons play, and
the spectators come from the cities," Then he went on to tell me what he
could do for Max and offered him three jobs and said he would not have to
wopk at any of them, So you can see what I thot of him, I'll say this,
Allen, that when I wrote to you I really and honestly thot he could play
ball and T was sincere in it and felt he could anywhere and play a good
grade of ball with any college team. I now feel ashamed that fhat I talked
too early and failed to consider the future,

It 1s peculiar how a fellow can let himself be affected by some such
thing as that, I got the letter at noon and read 1t and tried to foget it
that afternoon., That night was = wi)érd, stormy one, and my people were all
away and 1 went home and tried to reason a little with myself, but could
not and I spent a waking night of horror, Firast I regretted that Max had
become careless with his time and himself, but that was not the worst, The
horror was that it was 2 night in which hope died within me that Max
might make a record as a basketball player that would be reputable; but by
morhing I gave up and knew I had as well forget it., I wondered wherein I
had been at fault as I am enough of a Fatalist to feel that maybe the Lord
might be punishing me in some way, If the Lord is, I wlsh he would make
it known to me, About that timeAt was early morning, and I tumwred t he radio
to get the result of yowr game at Stillwater, I heard it right away and that
made me feel no betber, though I had felt that KU might lose that one., But
at that, the loss of game meant very little to me in comparison to the

loss of a cherished hope,

On the Hill there, a While back, many of the boys would talk to me o=
beut Max and most of them would brag on him and two of the leading players
confided to me that 'he was good enough to be playing.! It made me mad at
them and I have not liked them so well since, for I was sure they were not
telling the truth, and I wondered if they thot that I had no idea of what a
good player looked like, I went on to make a little inguiry from three
parties close to the team and asked them, 1nd§vidua11y, if Max showed any
promise in the 'B! games he had played in, ere is about what they said:
That he did not =« that he was hardly good enough for the B team =« and
one sald that he would never get any place there because he was very medlocre
and 'ikely on a given night there would not be a spectator in the crowd that
would care, or be there to see him play. I felt they were sincere 1in what
they sald, Possibly theye were wrong and while I thot they had a little
nerve to tell me that, yet I had 'asked for it!' and so maybe they complied,

And right along the same line, 1n the Kansan of the same date I noticed
a little item which might have meant nothing to anyone else, It was re=
garding the reserve men and what they meant to the strength of the team, In
méntioning them, I think all were named with the exception of Max, and I won-
dered if he was so far down the line that he was not worth mentioning and I
could imagine that maybe he was just a hanger-on, I look the Kansan over
and 8o far as I recall since the season opened, L nave never seem his name
mentioned, and I Awshed that some day he would make a lot of fouls in practice
sO they could refer to him in some way, if only as a ruffian or somethinge.




Page theee to F. C. A, February 26th:

T believe, Dr, Allen, that you can see what that all ads up to, to me,

You will think I am a pessimist, maybe, but I am not, normally, though
possibly am now, And I wanted to get 1t all off my mind at one time,

I felt that you sent me the letter because you wanted me to read be-
tween the lines,

I hope that Max will finish out this yeas and try to do his best in
practiée, scrimmage or whatever you set him at, I write him frequently
and always tell him to try hard and do what he 1s told to do and to con-
serve his time and get sleep, and so on and o on. I doubt if any boy's
father writes the son more than I do him, and I don't think they glve any
better advice, unless I do not know what that 1is, If you feel he continues

to be indolent and does not try to train, I guess you had as well dismlss
him éwom the group.,. Am sure I do not need tell you what to do in a case
of that kind,

I hope greatly that you win at Norman tomorrow night as I feel 1f you
do that you might get the call to KC for the NcaA., Or I guess you could
lose and still get 1it, but I would like to see us beat those rebels down
south,

Sorry thés got so long and I hope it does not burden you. 1I'll again
make some sort of apology for writing to you that Max could pday ball as I
do not want you to feel that I can't even recognize a player,

Thanks again for the letter and kindest rehards to all,

Sincerely, ’

-
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Hr. Je E, Kii“ll;
Portis, Kanseas.

Dear Mr, Kissells

Ibqhaehwhmmvmgadhthru'm“tm.
Mmmmnhlmhuwmrmﬁmhﬂutwh
secretary has bean out on vacation end I have been playing & lot more
golf than I should have for prompt correspondence. However, I never
lpolosiutarémn things because a fellow doesn't get too much in.
whluowhw,_mﬂbdmm'thhmwlﬂmummom
will do it for him. So I have been keeping in pretty good physical
- condition for the mulloty pwuml e ducation prograu tht is oo_n:lng
.'up. ) s T ;'_;'

Immtyouma:h‘mly'bwylithyourmﬁmm
burd and othér heavy duties. I can appreciate how much oriticism
~ you get. nmummnmmmammnmmm
thinp are not going to suit him.

- ImvaryhnppymmmgothialatWMﬂuwm-
sity of Kansas. I think it will serve as the right sort of a tonic for
him, misafimbaymﬂIbalimthatlwwillnhmhhmm-
fall.

Jomnmmrmbmwm bnt!domtbonmmt
he will pass the physical. HNHowever, with the great demand for men he
- may be put in a limited service classification. They need men so badly
~ that I believe they may use him at something, but he has spots on his
lohgs that will not permit him %o do the heavy duty work of a soldier.
While these patches are Incapsulated and are not active, yet stremuous
phylicl:lomeiumuldioubﬂelshrmmammu'wum-

h:lmam'tagoodmgtﬁntqmrmkjobm.mr
demhop&gﬁnthﬁlhﬁobin. I think he got & little dis-
couraged last year, but he should not have. He was learning a lot of
basketball, but pleying on anybody's second teem, of course, is no joy
ride for a spirited, embitious yemg-ter. Mex is saving his m'y and

“W.MJW- |

hll ithmm.butlmﬂdnotmtmﬁelqamtolu -
about it because these little mms.u that take place between a coach




and player many times are better off never repeated. But you have
worried about liax a lot and I believe this will give you more confidence
in his stebility. It was during spring practice. We only had nine
practice sessions and I hadn*t been out toc of'ten although he was as
diligent and as responsibe as the other boys. I told everyons of the
mxmmtuwymmmmmmxmmmtmth—
uammt. Itmmlythardlmuhovm@mm:l.rlweht
Boh:ﬂﬁhhrullthtraumhuwd‘ﬂn

' | Af'ter practioce was over I walked up to Max and said, "You
1ittle devil, yvou've been smokinhg, and this is spring practice, ian't

' ' _ ‘ ly ¢ Eoominfwm
m‘dm'!umrﬂtm.nhﬂuadmmwmm Hnmctly. 5

ifIdih't suoke, alﬁsmh!shoﬂdlnﬁ
Mdm. Imtywhhaﬁnt&hh

E{, ,

§ %
5

R

g Yo Rt T
oourdimbar for the Univmiq'. Wnadruft h a f;m gentleman,
_ 1Ly mmgm. and I think we are especially fortunate o
_u men such as oodruff in the Romh'u’a Ofﬁoa advillm young




I would like to see your tomatoes - in fact, I would like
bgctinhyou-puhhmsbmtmmm,m“pnmlyit
~ you camnot sell them. Imldgmmhhmdmmwodunﬁm
somewhat. 1

antbcowm. it was jutmorﬁzmthim
‘MJohnBumMahatWormMmuSﬂWm

should have been expecting it and was not, the game would have gone the
right way e nyhow. Iwmmhmniltaﬂk.butibnnmmt

any night in the week would could give them a very good argument. But
hthuithnrhoﬂmm Ilwill!uveourahmlhmnmt
ﬁanmtim&pin.

mmmmﬁ-hubmmm..mm and assuring
mﬂutlhﬂmfﬂminh.lm

Very cordially yours,

Director of Physical Bducation,
Varsity Basketball Coach.




Portis, Kansas,
August the Eighth,
Nineteen Forty = Two,

DR. F, C. ALLEN,
Lawrence, Kansas,

Dear Docbor Allen:

Have been intending for some time to write you about
various situvations, but as usual, have been delayed by work or .
folks wantdng tires or ladies wanting sugar rationed to them, If
you have never been on a ration board, you have missed somethinge.
It represents the acme of criticism,

been in and thru Lawrence a few times since I last/saw you, but either
did not find you or else did not have time to waift long enough to
connect with you, I guess maybe 1t was at the end of basketball
season in March that I last saw you, though maybe I saw you one day
at the end of the college year,

Also have thought I would see you in %son and have

Aslde from wanting to discuss the war and politlics and
golf and minor activities, I wanted to thank you for the-basketball
letter that Max was granted from KU athletic association, and also
to thank you for being instrumental in getting him employment out at
the Ordnance Works east of Lawrence,

So far as I know fPhx is getting along well out there and
WM the work ought to keep him in good physical trim, as it 1s open=-air
——&and quite strenuous, I think he knows when t he day is done that
he has been somewhere, ILasat I heard he was classified as some sort
of compressed tool operator, I am not very eager about the Union
angle but guess that is the only way that a chap like -him can get
into that sort of work, - 1 feel that organized labor, if sllowed to
assume too great control, will be s menace after the war is over; or
as a matter of fact, it is already a problemn,

As regards the basketball letter, I was some surprieed as
I was not aware of demands by the department in order that a boy be
granted a letter and had not thot Max was in action enough to warrant
such. But guess he might have been more active than I assumed,and
so am glad as I have always felt that a letter from KU in basketball
really‘meant something to a boy, I once had the desire to go there
myself', but could not as my father died when I was a little fellow
and 80 I had to work a good deal and I was fortunate in being able to
go to Kansas Wesleyan, Later I played lots of hasketball here with
the Portls Dynamos in their early days of 1914 upfo about the time
Max was born in 1022, I think 1t is a great game and am proud to
have a son that could even hold the water jug at Kansas University,
and sorry that he was not able to do more towards helping the team
in generalo '



Page two =- PDr, Allen, August 8th:

I do not know just now what Max plans to do in the way of
anlistment in service, Ie is not twenty yet but will be soon and 1t
will be necessary to decide, I hardly know what is best as I am not
familiar with those various brancheg but he talked of the Marines =-
Candidates! Class and he might get in that or in some of the V= |

branches. If you have any suggestions, I would be glad for them,
that 1s you could make them to him direct as 1s still there at Eleven

Hundred Indiana, except when working. Some have told me that boys

should finish school, that isy that some of them ought to, as they
will be needed badly in other fields a little later,

Have been noticing lately that you are lining up games

for the coming season andthat you will play various service teams.
Soon a8 a schedule 1s available, I would like to have it and also like

to know what you will have for a club the coming season. Have noted
from time to time that this boy and that one wounld be missing until
I wondered if you will have a creditable starting line-up.

' A man from your town, Warren Zimmerman, who once lived
here, was here recently and is now writing a story flor me to print
about his visit and early day Portis recollections, | He is qulte a

character. He said he was required to pay $65.000, ineome tax last
vear on his Color Pregs there at Lawrence and that tThe government 1is

getting so critical ﬁ‘ of his various endeavors and needs that he
will likely be forced to quit. That is confidential., You may not
have net him, I think the same will apply to me here as the little
business is being phhed out of the waye. It is a battle to keep tThe
bank here going as government demends make it Iimpossible to make

any money from the business,

T have fine tomatoes thls year and also fine-‘potatoes bub
now that we have a good many of them, we cannot sell them, that 1s for

any kind of price.

Am chairman of the UsO drive here and we are now finishing
1t up and also am on 2 Bond selling committee that has the joh of |

selling Three=~Fourths Million Dollars in War Bond8 by end of the year.
Tn case You want the whole amount, just let me know and we can dismkss

the committee,

T had some talk with some fellows in Kansas City, and they
said they were sorry that Kansas and Colorado were not kept apart in
that play-off in March, in the hope that both would have won the
first nigh%nd then met the last night., I fully believe that would
have been best and that it would have gotken a good deal more money

and also that Kansas would have beaten Colorado on any other night, But

the game is over so must look forward to the coming season,

T will not start on the war and politics as I have only
a dozen or so sheets of paper left, and that would not be wnoughe

I can hardly keep tab of your family people, but regards

to them wherever they are, and same to yourself, and all, and
I will see you some of these times, maybe, Always glad to)hear from

you when you have & moment's time.,

Sineceeore iy,




