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. On Friday, the 24th of u.u ust we wore shocked and grieved when wo learncd.
of the death of Ensiyn Russell J. Chltwor)d Navy Forry Pilot and star end on the Kenses
'Varsity Football toam of '37, '38, and *39, Russell was killed Tuesday in the col-
lision of his plane and an Army B-25 trai ning planc ncar Rodeo, New llexico, the llth
Nuval Distriet amnounced, "Russ" was flying = Navy Fighter based at San Pedro, Cal,

dis widow lives in Long Beach, Colifornia. Russell was the sone of Re Ae Chitwood of
Conway Springs, Iansus.
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We just rocelved 3} 1etter from our Bob Allen this norning, Aug. 27, sta.‘blng
that he has left his hospital at San Franciscowith 263 pationts for Camp Lejeune, New
River, North Carolina, He will fly back, and if possible, if he is lucky, and the

hreaks come his way, he may be able to drop off a few hours to visit his wife, Jean

in Topekas Wo are trying to make arrancements whercby we ean pick hin up and-all of

us neet at onc central point for a short few hours' reunions Bob thinks that it is

. a cinch that he Wlll be in the service of tho Navy from 18 to 24 nonths fronm the prosent.

Notez Aug ust 29, 1945 - Vle just received a wire from Bob fron Nashlngton, D. Cs Ho
will fly to Kansas City tonight where we will nmeet hin and drive hin to Topeka where
Joo.n, his wife, is not wells The good Dr. Pfuctzo -would not let Jean travel,

\ lirs. Allen and I also roccived a letter fron one of our, and of our whole
f&mily s very good friends, Lts (Jers) He C. "CLliff" lleWilliams, USS Nehenta Bay,

(CVE-—‘TQ) Fleect Post Offico, Sm;__f‘rnnc:.sco, Callfnrnla, dated Junc 13, Lonb._tl__ng no
soe, Cliff., | '

- Cliff says, "Where there is smoke there is fire, and vou've provably heard
vie the grape vine that I was on ny way to the Pacifice This I speak of in the past
tenses I am now there, and have beon for over two months. In foect I am now salty
enough to have a slight bow in ny legs. The passageways are much too low for ¢ man of
iy stature, (6£%, 43") I have a head that is slightly out of proportion due to the
nunerous knocks on the nogrine I have been seasick twice.  ind, like llark Twain, I
felt that if I lived through those periods it would be tragie, but now my equilibrium
SPens Iore adapted to that of the roll and pitch”idea. There have been many occasions
when I have muttered to myself - home was never like this - or - man's place ‘is in the
nome beside woman - or such similar sweet soundingz phrases. And incidentally this
brings up a subject which is so ofton discussed but never is a reality, JWonen! Illost
& the boys are narried and they certuinly do niss their wives. For us single nen,
I believe we find solace in seeinp: Lana Turner at the Cinema which has a time lag of
bout two years in current features. e hove seen the same movies so many times we

D.ntl(}lp'lto tho actors' lines. I have come tu the point where I find Laurel and Hardy
sure acadeny award winnersi™ ' o | | .

"Well, I w:Lll closo bJ say:.nL that in ’crhe tost of stern reality there is
3till a sonse of humor that exists. The uttor fantasy . of sbrie of tho events through
which we have, by God's grace survived, the fantasy of theso have on occasion some- -
what bcewildered me, Through all the days and nightts activity, however, thore runs

o strain of nental reflection and a pradual fornulation of a eortainty of purpose
and an awareness of just what is the better life,."

"Iy hair should be turning gray, but it isn't, However it has a tendency
to stand up pretty straicht at times. I would pgive up a weck's loave and Sunday de-

Serts to see you people now. I plan on darkening your door again so instruct the
local militia accordingly,” |



