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hugust 25, 1245---This was a red lettor day for all of us ot the uallen
nousehold. .bout eloven o'cluck, I was busy dictating to my secretary, l'nrjorie
Dinsmore, when the phone rang and lirs. ..l1len informed ne that Hajor Fonlon Durand,
U.S.l.C., 2nd. smph. Trac. Bn., FIF, racific, c/o Fleot Post Offico, Son Fruncisco,
California, was at 8Cl “cuisianna with his personable and fovoly wile, Rosie, ""Fou"
has scen everything, oven up to *tho last invasion of Okinova. Pernaps no nan in 'the
service has scon an¥ toughér “ro” than Pei, «nd vet he is still that rrand' follow wish
a1 1nnate modesty so charcctoristic of Fen. iMhen ho was here at tho Uniwrersity he -
cstablished o Rig €ix record in the javelin and was one of tho “orwards on two fing
karsas ‘Varsity Basketball tecans. Xind, courteous, and foreoful, Ten Durand has aped
somewhnt, but he Is not the least bit "hard", nor does he impress you with all the
orors <hat he has wen. He and lrs. Durand wero here on their way to "lMrs., en's"
glr :hood home in Payotto, Ilissouri., It is wonderful to have Fen back with us after y
hz has .gone through fifty-soven different kinds of hell, and yot be unseathed in body
and. soul.: ' ' ; e

| I was scanning a lottor that Fen wrote on Juno 26, 1945, "y have boen noglie-
gent in writing lately. duo primarily to the fact that our consorship has been rigid.
o fow days ago, however, restrictions were lifted and now I can write of ny aoctivitles

of the past fow months,"

Fon tells about his leaving Soipen and recady to support the nain Iondings
on Okinawa. Since the initial landing was comparativoly oasy, they returned to Saipen
for another few wooks, then re-embarked and landed on Theya Shina ond /guni Shinn,
whioh are small islunds off the wost coast of Olzincwa. They embarked again end came

back to Okinawa proper.

“We participuted in the teail ond of tho fighting bofore the island was
declared sccure on Juno 21, 1945, At the .present timo we are camped on a boecch near
Jahg, the,capital city of Okinawa, which formerly had a population of 75,000 and
in which not one building 1s intact.now. It is difficult ©o visualize a ¢ciTy approxi=-
mato.y “he size of:.Topcka completely levoled by bombs. artillcery fire, and flamno
t.rowers. rIven these pcople out hore plaved basketball, as evidenced by sono romains
5 hasketball courts, gymnasiums and ecouipment. Dana is still irn Evrope wich the 7th
wrmy. He was hospitalized f'or about o ron-hs with shraprel wouwnds in his rigkt leg,
the result of-en.oneny nortar burst. 4t the present time he is back on duty and un-
icubtedly will remain in Europe for some time, since it has been indicated that the

/th will ;s cmain thereo., i

"Two issues of your "Rcbounds" just caught me here on Okinawn. They cer-
cainly make excollent rcading and thoy aro the only media for keeping up with what
many of my buddles are doing, Give my kindest regards to lirs. /illen, your fanily,
and Coach and irs. Shonk." ' i s
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, Its L3sCe):Gs EoBarkon, ‘U.S..S.: LST 792, ¢/o Fleot Post Office,. San Francisco,
California, writos from Okinawa on the 28th of June, that he and an cld Ottawn "buddy",
Drve’ Laury, who is attached to a marine outfit as a doctor, during the discussion found
that Dr. Lavry's C,0. was llajor Fen Durand. They sot out in quoest of tho lnjos, missod
him, but on the socond try, contncted Fen. Vhat a bull fost thaey hadl Geraid said,
*You can woll bLe proud of theot boy Fen Durand, Doc. He is every inch a fine officer
and a gontlenman. Hde looks fine and hasn't addod any excess wveipght to that sinewy
frame. ‘I found out he is highly respected as a man and orficer, and aAs one of his
junior officers rolated - 'llajor Durand is one officer who became a C.0. and didn'®

coase to be a human boing,.!'"



