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Ensirn Russoll J,. Chltwood
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On Friday, the 24th of Jwurust, we wore shockod and grieved when we learned
of the cdeath of Ensi;n Russell J. Chitwond, Havy Ferry Pilot and star end on the Kensasg
*Varsity Football tecan of '37, '38, and '39, Russell was killed Tuescay in the cule-
l1sion cof his plane and an Arny B-25 trod ning plano neour Rodco, New llexico, the llth
Neval District announced, "Russ" was flying o Navy Fighter based at San Podro, Cal,
His widow lives in Long Becch, Cullfornlm Russcll was the sone of Re . Chitwood of

Cotway Springs, Lensas,
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We Jjust rouceived a letter from our Bob Allen this norning, Aug. 27, stating
that he has left his hospital at San Franciscowith 263 paticnts for Cump Lojoeune, New
Rivor, North Carolina, He will fly back, and if possiblo, if hc is lucky, and the
breaks comc his way, he may be able to drop off a fow hours to visit his wifo, Jean
in Topeka. 1iio0 are tryin;s to nake arransvnments whorceby we can pick hin up and all of
us mcet at onc central point for a short few hours!'! reuniovn. Bob thinks that it is
e cinch thut ho will be in the service of the Navy from 18 to 24 nonths fron the prosent,

ﬁ-btoz August 29, 1945 - Ve just received a wire from Bob from liashington, D, Ce He
will fly to Kansas City tonipht where we will 1ieot hin and drive hin to Topoka where
Jean, his wifo, is not well. The jood Dr. Pfuctzo would not let Jean travel,

lirs. .u.llon and I also rooolvod a letter fron one of our, and of our wholo
f‘&nily s very good friends, Lt. (Jers ) H, C. "C1liff" licwiilliams, USS Nchenta Bay,
(CVE-74) Fleet Post: Of‘flco, Snn Frnnc 1sc0, C‘...llfnrnla, dutod Junc 13, Long time no
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Cliff says, "Where theore is smoke there is firo, and you've probably hoard
via tho srapo vine that I was on ny way to the Pacific. This I spoank of in the past
tenses. I am now there, and have hocen for over two rionths. In fact I an now splty
enouch t2 have a sll“ll‘t bow in my legs. The passageways are nuch too low for a man of

ny stature, (6£t. ") I have a head that is slightly out of proportion due to the
numerous knocks on the nogcin, I havo been sensick twice. .nd, like liark Twain, I

felt that if I livod througch those periods it would be tragic.. but now my equilibrium
seens nore adapted to that of tho roll and pitch ideas There have been many occasions
when I have nuttered to zqyuclf - home was never lilke this - or - nan's place is in the
home beside woman - or such similar sweet soundinz phram,s. And incidentally this
brings up a subjeect which is so often discussed- -hut never is a roality. \omenl Illost
£ the boys arc narried and they certuinly do niss their wives. For us sm ren,
I belicvo we find solace in sceing Lana Turner ot the Cinemn which has a timo lag of
ibout two vears in current feutures. ile hove' soen the sane novies so mony tines we
anticipate the actors' lines. I have come tu the point where I find Laurel and lardy

cure acadeny award winners!'

"Well, I will close by sayin; that in the test of storn roality there is
still a sonse of hunor that exists. Tho utter fantasy of somoe of tho events through
which we heve, by God's ;race survived, the fantasy of theso have on vccasion sone=
what bhcwildered ne, Thrnug‘h ol 1 the days and nisht's activity, however, there runs
u strain of nmental refloction and a gradual formulation of a coertainty of purpose
and an awareness of just what is the botter lifo."

"lIy hair should be turning ;ray, »ut it isn't, However it has a tendency
to 'stend up pretty straisht ot times. I would pivo up a weck's loave and Sunday de-
serts to see you people now. I plan on darkenin;; your door gzain so instruct the
loccal militia ncenrding:1--"



