JAYHAWK REBOUNDS

April 26, 1945

Ne. 15

Dear Fellew Jayhawkers:

I have Jjust returned frem KFKU where I reviewed fer Professer Jehn
Hankins ef the English Department ef the University, Jehn R. Tunis' beok
en "Yea! Wildcats!" published by Hareeurt, Brace & Ce, This is Mr. Tunis'

first basketball stery. Previeusly he had written baseball, feetball and
tennis spert steries. But this, I believe, is his first effert with a

basketball s t‘l"}"o

About ten years age I had a very interesting experience with Mr. Tunis.
He wrote fer Harper's, "Badminten, The Fastest Growing Geame in the Werld,"
I challenged Mr. Tunis' authenticity en badminten as being the fastest grew-
ing geme in the werld and wrete him giving autheritative statements to the effect

that basketball was the fastest grewing game in the worlde I contended that ever
92 natiens played basketball, numbering 20 millien players among its partici-
pantse And in the United States alene there were & hundred millien spectaters

attending the games annually - this accerding te the U. S. Chamber ef Cemmerce
reperts te the federal gevermnment,

Mre Tunis and I had a very interesting and heated series ef written cemmun-
icatiens, and finally he came out te Lawrence, Kansas, fer an interview. I feund
him & very highly entertaining and prevecative gentleman. We seen settled our
score, much te the pleasant reactien of beth ef us, and new since he has written
"Yeal Wildeats!" I feel that basketball made a definite impressien upen him,

I feund that he had been te Eurepe sixteen times and had never been west ef
the Mississippi ence. He had Harverd affiliatiens and at that t ime was sending a

nephew through Harvard University.

He was greatly delighted with the campus ef the University ef Kansas. It
was Jjust as if he had stepped inte a new werld so far as his previeus exper=-
iences were concerned. Mr. Tunis said, "Will you take me ever the campus?"
And I said I would be delighted. Se we get in the Buick and as we drove a leng
I peinted eut the buildings with their traditiens. We dreve around Watkins
Memeoriel Hespital and I showed him the beautiful hespital and the home of lrs.
Watkins , the benefactress. We had just gene past Mrs. Watkins' residence

and swung in frent of Watkins and Miller Halls when a young woman with muscu=-
lar frame, red hair, square face, and a straightferward glance came nerth from

the old Speener-Thayer library. Mre. Tunis said, "Step!", jerked epen the door

and jumped eut with a wild exclamatien te this yeung woman, ™he's the Presi-

dent eof Czecheslevakia?" I will never ferget the glance eof that girl frem the
Western Kansas plains when she leoked at that young would-be masher, in her epinien.
Te save the day, I jerked epen my deer and said, "Parden me, this is Mr. Tunis frem
New Yerke He is visiting our campus and interviewing our students." With the g rea®

est air eof disdain and a casual summing up of the individual, and with a quick
snap she said, "Why, Benesch, ef course."

With great glee he raised his arms ine xclamatien and said, "Good! Geed!

Geedd" He theought he was mixing ameng primitive people! He was so surprised
and delighted te think that a student walking acress the campus would knew
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international affairs to such a marked degree. But it wasn't outstanding at

all because the radies were blaging forth the crack-pet Hitler's wildly inflam-
matery remarks preparatery te taking ever Czechoslevakia.

Then he asked me te take him down te ene of the girls' fraternities
(sererities). He was going eut en the Santa Fe noen train, so this being just
before neon I stepped at the Pi Phi heuse on the way dewn. We entered and went
dewn te the basement te the large lounge where a dezen girls were passing the
half heur befere lunch time. These girls will remeain anenymeus, but I remember
each and every one of theme First he asked, "What papers de you read?" And
this well-read girl said, "The New Yerk Times and the Chicage Tribume.," That
opened his eyes further. The next one he asked, "Would yeu marry e negre?"
That remark was quite satisfactery. And se we ran the gamut ef a dezen
questiens te the girls, and with each answer the intelligence ef the girls
rated A plus with Mr. Tunis.

New he wanted te see ene of the beys clubs (fraternities). Yeu knew they
de net have fraternities and sererities in the eastern scheols. Woedrew
Wilsen abolished all fraternities at Princeten when he was president ef
Princeten University. The Phi Psi heuse was eur next step because it was
conveniently clese te eur reute teo the railway statien. It was new 12 e'cleck
and the 18 beys assembled in the sun reom at the Phi Psi heuse were hungry, but aff-
able. The beys, reading Mr., Tunis' mind, came up te the high mental standards
that he feund te exist ameng the girlse.

Never was a man so much elated, and I might add, as agreeably surprised
as was Mr. Tunis. He said, "Allen, this is one of the mest wonderful places

in the werlde I weuld like te ceme baek here in a menth and stay. I could
find a stery that weuld be marwleus." It is net necessary for me to tell yeou
what a bang I get eut ef his ceming because he quickly learned how little the

easterners know ef the wonders and the advancement ef our country. He said,
"The students here are fresh - fresh, I mean intelligently affable, respensive.

They 've get everything." (As if we hadn't knewn it beforel)

I have traveled frem ene end ef the country te the ether and I find the
people in this sectien have the best health, the best physiques, and the best
gumptien, generally speaking. In the first Werld War Kansas excelled the
natien so far as rejectiens were concernede Kansas had the fewest ef any state
in the unien per capita. In the secend World War enly Oregen rates ahead ef her.
You will parden this burst of justifiable pride.

New, back te Mr. Tunis. Mre. Tunis is a debunker eof intercollegiate spert.
Several years age he wrete for Harper's, "The Great Ged Feetball™, which was
a typically debunking stery, and he has fellewed threugh censistently. Fer-
merly he was tennis expert fer the New York Times. He is a brilliant writer
and a worthy pretagenist. I have & very high regard fer his intelligence and
ability as a writers

I thought I might briefly review this basketball stery, "Yea! Wildcatsi"
for yeu because fittingly Mr. Tunis has chesen as the setting fer his story
the state of Indiana, with the climax taking place at the famous state bas-
ketball teurnament in Indianapolis. Basketball seasen is over, we de net have
any catchy track steriess To Mrs. Allen, whe is an expert en book reviews and
ether literary achievements, gees the ceredit fer this dissertation.

The stery hinges en a characterizatien of Den Henderson, a basketball ¢ each
in a small tewn, springfield, in central Indiana. He was asked in mid-seasen
te take charge of the Springfield Wildeats. Out eof a second-rate team he
builds up a basketball five that becomes a strong contender in the State finals
at Indianapelise
168



It is in this struggle of an idealistic ceach te remain true te his neblest
convictiens, regardless of all epinion te the contrary, that the purpese ef
the stery unfelds. Den Hendersen begins and ends his coaching career true te
the finest traditiens ef his spectacular prefessien. But, after he came inte big-
time Indiana high scheol basketball competitien, he ceached but ene year. Whether
or net he would have emerged frem a lenger ceaching career with his ideallism

unscathed is preblematical,

Mr. Tunis thus gives his stery & happy but rather imprebeble endinge Den
quits ceaching after his defeat at State te joein the editerial staff ef
Springfield's newspaper, & crusader fer right, and stays in Springfield te lead
in community referms and te help displace men like bess J. Frank Gray, from
interference with the best ideals eof youth in sperts. The fact that Den makes
this decisien te ge inte the newspaper business in the little tewn ef Spring-
field en the very heels of an attractive effer fer the pesitien ef coach ef
basketball at Yale University, makes a reader who knows semething ef the im-

pelling fereces of coaching swallew a bit laberiously. If Den had given up
his ceaching career after winnirg the State at Indianapelis, it seems that lr.
Tunis could have berne eut his ferceful characterizatien ef Den Henderson a

bit more successfully.

In Springfield, Den seon finds that t he pewers-that-be want a winner at
the State tournament, and that they aren't going teo bend over backward being tee
ethical in finding ways and means te preduce that winner. To them, winning is
all that matterse The same ethical standards prevail with every preospective
State title-winning high schoel team in Indiana. Competition te win the State

has grewn so keen that basketball has ceased te be a sport. It is a disease.

In Springfield the new ceach, yeung Don Hendersen, finds in Je. Frank Gray,
the tewn's business=boss and incidentally a scheol beard member, a crafty,
unscrupuleus men - & man who might be typical of a type of go=getter in any t ewn.
Success is all that matters te J. Frank, Any means te that end is Jjustifiable.
He thinks it perfectly within the law ef clean spert teo get a star player te
move from anether tewn and high school to Springfield if he can effer the boy's
family an inducement for the migratien, a better-paying job. In fact, he
comes te verbal blews with young Den Henderson ever just this situatien. Je.
Frank Greay thinks it goed 'spert te place money and plenty of it en his faverite
team. He feels, as de many Indiana eldsters, that this attractien ef state high
school basketball is for middie-aged amusement, rather than fer the spirited
happiness of youthe As a result, for lask of seating space, the high scheol
beys and girls de net get te attend the regienals and semi-finals and finals in
Indiana in great numbers. Mest of the seats are bought up in large blecks weeks
befere by the middle-aged, the types of J. Frank Gray.

Je Frank finds it difficult te tolerate a young, hard-headed coach, whom
he has helped te hire, but whe has stubbernly refused te take dictations frem
him, er to faver him with a group eof hard-te-get seats fer the impertant contests.

Don Henderson runs his ewn team, ins pite of the fact that Tem Gray, his
star player, is J. Frank's sen. And in spite ef the fact that, through some
reverses over which he has had no centrel (sickness and the like), he has been
forced te play the tough cempetitive seasen through with but five men - abselutely
no substitutes.

Mr. Tunis has a happy gift as racenteur of a thrilling basketball game,
He carries his readers with him. They hang en te the edge of their seats. And
his game situatiens are nicely varied: Springfield 43, Marion 42, in a wild
ball geme where Marioen led by 1 point 45 seconds befoeore the final gun.
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At Muncie, Indiana, Springfield beats Fert Weayne Tigers in the
semi-finals by freezing the ball fer the last minute and one-half -=- 29

te 27. When Springfield beats Ahderson in the first geme at the State Teurna-
ment at Indianapelis, Springfield Wildeats win 21 te 20. But:listen te the last

six minutes befeore the final gun. I quote frem Mr. Tunis' stery:

"Then seconds tick eff, minutes went by and Tem Gray faked, piveoted, and shet
frem the side te bring the scere te Springfield 23, Andersen 2les Then the
Anderseon Indieans reared down the court and Erskine rushed in te sink a ene-

hander and tied the score.

"Then a Wildecat feuled and Anderson Indians went ahead 24 te 23.

"The Wildeats were s pent, their feet were sore and het, their legs were rods
of iron, their thighs ached with every step, their lungs were leaden bellows
that crucified them each time they pounded the beards. They were throughe.
They were beaten. They couldn't.

"Tem Gray waves his fist in their facés. Yeu're gonna quit, are you? Gonna
quit, you guys ee. just ... when we have it won .. 2lmost +.. gonna quit en
Don esse A fine gang you &re .. & fine team ... call yerself Wildcatsl C'm
on, Zang e.e let's give 'emall we get! A gang that won't be beat can't be
beat can't be beat! Givel' -

"Eleven thousand people were watching this game: firewagon basketball,
chances taken, wild recoveries made, spills and tumbles and falls all ever
the fleer, with the eutcome of the centestand the Tourney, tee, yet te be decided."

But Tem Gray, the young tall weaving lad who played fer his coach and
his team with all ef the finest traditiens ef &dealism in sport, in s pite of
his father's attitudes, led his team to victory by 1 peint in the last 50

seconds ef play.

Then te the last game at State Teurnament, where Den Henderson's
Wildcats are te battle with Besse High School eof Evansville, whese great star,
Jerry Kates, is already nationally knewn. And Den with his five geed average
players whe leved their team and who had wen thus far on grit and spirit, and
with net a substitute worth mentieningil

In the last minute in this crucial game, Den and his scrappy team ceme
from behind te tie the scere enly te meet defeat by & single peinte This 1s
e glerious climax te Mre. Tunis' recounting of games. In three brief chapters
he tells the story of this great game. A basketball player, a ceach, er any
basketball fan, ence inte Mr. Tunis' account eof this game would be glued te
its pages. We read:

"The tension tightened, increased, became taut and unbearable. There weas ne
world but this. Reality was that heated enclesure. Space was the confines of
those four white lines. Time was the electric cleck everhead. Life was that
intense, thrusting surge belew,.

"The final seconds. The last secends ef the game, ef the day, ef the Tournament,

ef the entire season. On the fleor the ten beaten figures wrenched fer wvictery.
Or defleat,

"Then Kates leaped in and stele the ball, With a quick break, the little

blend"figure was eut in the clear, dribbling furiously d own upon the Bulldog
g.alo

Thus Den Henderson, the yeung ceach who had brought Springfield up
through the season te the State, lest in the final game by one peint.

Mr. Tunis kneows what boys say te each other in the heat of battle. He
knoews all of the varieus psycholegical devices that coaches use to drive eor

teo quiet men--accerding te their various needs, befere or during er after a game.
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He knews exactly what coaches say in the dressing rooms. He has ebserved
carefully and his dialegue is zeod. He knews hew te watch a basketball game
and hew te repert it afterward. He knows that the great contributien ef a
sport te any bey's educatien is its cerrelation ef his physical, mental,
meral and spiritual values inte the develepment eof the whele bey == the
cemplete personalitye. . '

There is nething intricate abeut his plet in this spert stery. In fact,
it is based upen se much fact that it might easily cease te be fictien. But
fer levers of basketball, beys, girls, women or men who leve to fellew the
peiinding feet up and down the maple beards, I'll guarantee that "Yea! Wildcatsi"
will give yoeu some thrills - clean, wholesome enes.

Mre Tunis is te be congratulated fer cheesing te put inte the hands ef
youth, clean, realistic sikries ef America's fine amateur sperts. He is doing
his bit in a werthy field - one that he seems to love.

Now, fer varsity track - track at K.U., looked quite resy from an early
inventory of men on the campus. With such star performers as "lke" Issacseon,
1944 Big Six chemp in the 100 and 220; LeRoy Rebison, 1944 Big Six champ in
the javelin; Tem Seofield, 1944 Big Six champ in the high jump and broad jump;
Harvey Merrow, secend place winner in the pde vault; Jim Sargent, third place
winner in the high jump, and with Lynn Leigh, Bill Schell, William Stewart,
John Hawley and Relland Heamilten, returning lettermen in the middle distance
runs, we had & nice nucleus te build around.

New men on the campus included Bill Wygle (freshman), 6 fte 5 ine, 250 lbs.
shet putter whe ranked third perfermance in the Natienal High Scheel Hener
Roll in 1944; Ernest Bauer, Navy med. student, 6 ft. 2 in., 205 lbs., with a credi=
table record in all three weight events (incidentally, Ernie was captain ef
the Great Lakes feotball team in 1944 until fransferred te K.U.); John Jacksen,
vete, & good middle distance man frem Shawnee Mission; Owen Pick, a springer
frem Wyandette Highs Richard Hudson, a2 man with no fermer experience in track,
but with a let ef potential ability.

It sheuld net be fergotten that first of all several of these fellews
had a job te de fer Uncle Sam. Mest of them were V-12 trainees. With a few
transfers, inductions and special requirements, the pieture has changed cen-

sidereblye. The remaining men are deing a creditable job but are lacking in
number te be effective enough:

LeRoy Robisen, V=12, is still teps in the Big Six in his special event,
the Jjavelin. He has been werking hard with the shet and discus, and is by neo
means & bad high jumper. His outstanding scering spree was te cep 18 peints
by winning the shot, discus, Jjavelin and tying fer first in the high Jjump
at O.Us outdoor meet on April 14,

KeUe had & very erdinary indoor season, lesing to Nebraska 54 teo 42 on
Febe 3, and to Misseuri 74 te 80 on Febs 17, beating Oklahema 62 te 41 en Feb.
10, and drepping te fifth place in the Cenference meet. These scores were =
Iowa State 40, Nebraske 33, Missouri 283, Oklahoma 19, Kansas 14, Kansas State O.

The eutdeer season started at Oklahema in a downpour, en April 14, O.U,.
winning 75 te 51. At the Drake Relays last week Kansas was a bly represented
by twe relay teams and LeRoy Robisen in the javelin and the shet. The sprint
medley team - John Jackson, Owen Peck, Kenneth Danneberg and Richard Hudsen,

placed third; the mile relay team « Richard Hudsen, Jehn Jacksen, Lynn Leigh
and Kenneth Denneberg, placed thirde Rebison placed fifth in the shet and
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fourth in the Jjavelin.

May 5th will see Kansas entertaining Nebraska. Things leek bright
for a Kansas victorye On May 12th the team travels te Missouri fer a meet.

The Tigers have a well-balanced and pewerful squad, which will be teugh fer
any teame The Big Six Conference meet will be held en May 19th at Nebrasksa,
as usuale The men are peinting fer a much better shewing than they made in

the indeer meet.

Fritz Knoerr, the basketball coach at Keansas State, is inaugurating
spring basketball practice fer his Wildcats. During the war we have fere-
gone the idea ef having spring basketball practice because the boys are tied up
with se many details that we feel ne extra emphasis should be placed on bas-
ketballs We are carrying en until this fuss is ever, and then we will hit
them with a pewerful aggregatien. The nucleus ef eur 1942 ever-victoerious
team, if and when the beys return frem the service, will be a real threat teo
any of the teams in this sector, - we hepe.

We get meny queries as te when Dean Nesmith will be backe I am reprint-
ing some of Dean's remarks regarding his stay in Italy. He may be addressed
in care ef the Special Service Sectien, APO 512, New York. Dean says: 'The
ether day I had dinner with Chas. Black and then we went to a hospital teo see
Bruce Veran. We really had a Jayhawker gab-fest. Bruce had a scrap with a
jeep and was bruised a bit, but he is getting aleng fine. Then I had dinner
with Dre. He Penfield (Penny) Jones. He was very anxious te hear of Lawrence,
Kansase He is as pink-cheeked as ever. I have been over most of eccupied
Italy and have visited many hespitals and have seen things that pictures nor
words could ever deseribe. My regards te Mrs. Hulteen and the gange. Hew
about the Rebounds? As ever, Dean,"

You bet, Dean, immediately upen rebeipt ef your inquiry fer the Rebounds
we fired ene te you. And I want you te knew that Dr. "Penny" Jones gets eur
Rebounds regularly, or as regularly as we write them.

Bruce Veran, we are tickled to death that the jeep didn't gyp you any
worsees 1 still remember, brother, when Mr. Heoracek eof Kansas Stel®, fouled
you while you were in the act of shooting in a Kansas - Kansas Aggie game here
in Lawrence, just five seconds Before the final gun, with the scere tied. It
was the usual nerve-racker between the Kansas State beoys that anually happened
here in hectic battle. And the jinx still helds, Bruce, - they haven't won
& game since, or even befere that shot. Geod luck, Major Voran. I commission
you & major fer winnigp that ball game.

New, back te Dean Nesmith. Here is some additienal informatien that wes
printed in the University Daily Kansan en April 10: "Fifty American soldiers
and efficers recently inaugurated classes ef the Mediterranean Theater's cen-
tral sports scheol in Reme. The scheol provides refresher courses in athletics
te Army personnel whe will serve as instructors and coaches in a post-war
sports program fer soldierse. Classes are held in the gymnasium and a thletiec-
greunds ence used by Musselini te train Fascist treopse ¢« « « « Eight civilian
athletic censultants, each an expert in his field, have been assigned by the
War Department te administer the ceaching pregram. The classes will be given
over & peried ef three months with a new cycle eof students every 12 dayse At
The end of each cycle the seoldier-students will return te duty with their
outfits te begin an expansien ef the unit's athletic program. « « "

Dean's eriginal hemeceming date was in April, but we learn new it will be
later. We called Dean's wife to confirm a rumeor that he woeuld be home June 1,

and she has noe idea when he will be home. He is listed on the faculty ef the
Kansas State High Scheol Ceaching Scheel, which scheel will have Henry Iba as
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basketball ceach, but the feetball ceoach will net be announcede. Dean will
handle treatment ef athletic injuries, accerding t e an announcement by E. Ao
Themase So he sheuld be heme by August, if he is te mppear en Mr. Thomas's
August scheel.

Feur weeks of spring feetball practice were held in unusually goed spring
weather, oenly one day being lest because of rain. About 35 men reported
regalarly, but some ef these men have already been inducted inte the Army er
Neavy since the clese of practice. Several letter men from last fall's squad
reperted, including Gordon Reynelds, end, Charles Meffett, all-Big Six halfback,
Dud Day and Den Steckdale, guards, Tex Langferd, center, Derwin Lamkin, tackle.
Several squad members whe did net letter last year were also out. Among the
mest premising ef these beys were Milford Cellins, fullback, Clifferd Hargis,
end, Tem Bailey, tackle, and James Sanders, halfbacke. LeRey Rebison, fullback,
is an eutstanding performer en Ceach Ray Kanehl's track team and will be aymil-

able for heavy duty next fall,

Te wind up spring practice, & game with the a lumni was held under the
lights at Haskell Stadiume. Charles Moffett, who has been in the hospital with
pneumenia for three weeks, was unable te play with the varsity, leaving us
with ne letterman in the backfield, and enly one back, Milford Collins, whe
had any experience. The alumni beasted such fermer luminaries as George Dick,
Hub Ulrich (whe was heme en leave frem his PT beat in the Seuth Pacific),
"Chief" Long, Charles Keller, Garland Cantrell, Dan Chase, Bob Miller, Bill
Mowery, and several ethers. In a hard-fought game the a lumni beat the varsity
7 te O en a pass completed in the last quarter eof the game frem Beb Miller teo
George Dicks The varsity get some geed experience, the coaches get 2 line en
their athletes, and the alumni had a let of fun as wéll as getting a let ef
charleyherses and sere musclese.

- The Navy has just anneunced that & new greup ef perhaps 100 men will come
inte the V-12 unit July l. Undoubtedly there will be seme foetball talent in
that group. We are geing te hold a summer practice after the first ef July,
and regular practice will start September 1. Ceach Henry Shenk's beys are
enthusiastic, and with seme breaks sheuld give a geed account ef themselves
next fall, |

The 1945-46 feetball schedule is as fellews:

Sept. 22 TeCoUs at Kansas City, Meo
Sept. 28 Denver University at Denver
October 6 Iewa State at Lawrence
October 13 Open date

October 20 Oklaheme at Nerman

October 27 Wichita University at Wichita
Nevember 3 Nebraska at Lincedn

November 10 Marquette at Milwaukese
Nevember 17 Kansas State at Lawrence
November 24 Misseuri at Kansas City

Infermatien has ceme te the Chanceller's office that we are te have a
Naval ReOeTeCe beginning Nevember l. Our V-12 unit will centinue until that
time, and may centknue en. But this Naval R.0.T.C. unit is beund te increase
our athletic efficiency. Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahema and Kansas heve been
notified of Naval Re0eTeC. installatiens at these places. Iewa State has always
had by far the strongest Naval unite It leoks as if enly Kansas State will be
witheut Naval persennel athletically. This past year the thing that made Kansas
State strenger than usual was the fact that veterinarians whe were ASTP students
were returned te civilian status and at the same time deferred fer their cen-
tinued study but witheut Army pay. This made them eligible as civilian students s
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and increased the athletic pewer eof the Aggies.

This Naval ReOeTeCe shoeuld pep up and s trengthen Kansas' feetball

prospectse We do not knew where the boys will come from, but presume t hey will
come frem our oewn state, as a great many of eur V=12 students came frem Kansas.

Ernie Quigley is still going big on his bend drive te reduce the stadium
debt, which has new been r educed frem $113,000 te $83,000. Ernie is in
Kanses City contacting the Kansas Jayhawkers ef the large inceme bracket with
a view ef further reducing the indebtedness. He is working with his ¢ haracter=-
istic ferver and enthusiasm, and these in the knew say that befere the year is

out the indebtedness will be liguidated.

We have received werd that our swimming peool in Rebinson Gymnasium will
- be remodeled and greatly impreved. The new features will be the graduated
depth, with scum gutters and many of the new modern improvements. The old
peol will be entirely torn out, a new concrete shell built to retain it and
then a new swimming poel built in the shell. The sad part about the thing is
that the width cennet be inoreased, but instead of a 50 ft. poel we will have
a8 60 fte peel which will be regulatien fer cempetitive matches. However, the
footings fer the gymnasium preclude eur mdemng ite Work will start about

July le

Many ef yeu boys swam in the old rectangular peol with the water 8 feet
deep, with ne graduatien, which was built under Dr. Naismith's he-man theery.
He said a graduated poel was silly. Just threw them in and let them swim out.
They will learn te swim that way. The eld peel was built back in 1912,s50 it
has seen a let of splashing, and I am glad te see its passing.

We are happy te announce that Capt. Charles B, Black, with a Photo Recon-
naisance Group in Italy, has recently been awarded the Distinquished Flying
Crosse We do not have a cepy ef the citatien, but we knew, Charlie, that you
are still a champion. Cengratulations en your captaincy, the DFC, the Air me-
dal and twe eak leaf clusters! And last, but net least, eengratulati@ns on
the baby daughter bern te Charlie and Terry Mergan Black en February 20. MNrs.
Black and Sheryl Lee are living with Charlie's mrents at 1709 Leuisiana St.,
Lawrence, Kansas. Charlie has completed his fifty missi@ns, and we areall
hoping that he will seon be in Lawrence again,

A very mature and distinguished, mustached gentleman appeared on our
desk by proxy day befere yesterday. This phetegraph eof Captain John Pfitsch
(APO 339, New York) as one of Uncle Sam's eften decerated and ecited first
class fighting men. Yeu would never know the ca tain behind all that handle-
- bar shrubbery that aderns his upper lip. Gosh, Jehn, you teok tough! And a
great big sign aderns the picture thus: Happy Birthday te the Pfleugervill
Pflash! - none other than eur o0ld amiable Johnny from Texas.

John recently wrote from Germany as fellews: "Our morale is tops now
because we're on the move. If we can keep it up fer a while this war wen't
last tee leng. We are clicking, so you can expect anything, I den't think
I have told yeu before, but recently I changed grade again. Hope I can live
up te all expectatiens. At least I'll be in there trying. We had oppertunity
lately te play some softballe I think I had the first organized softball league
in Germany. We won, toe, Dec, so I'm happy. New we're back slugging it eub '
and I think we heve the power te de the whole jeb this time. Give my regards
to everyone."

"Sparky" (Bowling-Alley Grip) McSpadden visited the office with his
ensign's cemmission a couple of weeks ago, Bey, he covered Lawrence, El Dorade
and all parts ef Kansas in a very short while. I should net leave out the
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vieinity of Kansas City, Mo I 2m using my imagination now because when we
played basketball, Kansas City was a hallewed spot fer Sparky. I den't know
about his lady friend, but from the gleam in his eye I think he is still in
loves Sparky said he just couldn't get used to New York City - it was tee big
for hime Sparky is new at the Hotel Evergledes, Miami, Fleride. '

Captain Dean Martin, whe played a bang-up center field fer eur varsity
baseball team a few years age, drepped in the office te say helle. While
on the hill he alse stopped at the Endewment Office te leave a check for
$20.00 for the living memorial fund heneoring T. P. Hunter. T. P.played first
base and pitched on the same varsity that Dean played on. You could always
count en Captain Martin fer & timely single or deuble if there was a man en
base., His batting average is still high with us in any league.

Right after besketball season we s tarted en the "grapefruit and lettuece
leaf" tour - basketball banquets te yeu. The Ce-cp Club eof Lawrence, Kensas,
gave the besketball team their usual highly entertaining basketball banquet.

This was held at the Colonial Tea Reom on March 8. Ce-captains were elected fer
the year - Gorden Reynolds of Tacoma, Washington, and Kirk Scett ef Newton,
Kansase The follewers considered the recerd eof the season very geod, con- e
- sidering the inauspicious start that Kansas mades Then on March 14th I jeurneyed
to Welda, Kansas, for the first ef my basketball banquetse On March 18 I was

in Denver fer the AAU games, then te¢ Emperia, to Manhattan, and on teo Kansas
City.fer the N.C.A.A. finals on Saturday night, the 24the Then follewed ban-
quets at Effingham, Shawnee-Missien, Parkville, Me., Pawnee Reck, Wyandotte High
in Kansas City, Kansas, Burlington, Stockten, Grinnell, Salina.

The enly date we missed, threough fleed and high water, was the one at
Galesburg, Ille The Santa Fe was washed eut below Topeks but the Santa Fe
autherities said there would be a train made up in Kansas City se that I
might arrive at my destinatien. The planes were all grounded and the Santa
Fe could net assemble the train, se we had te call that date eff the morning ef
the trip. We made a trip to Anthony, Kansas, the next day, and then on te
Bedford, lewa, follewing the Galesburg cancellation. _

It was a highly interesting and very strenuous undertaking, but we lived
through ite Salina wen the Class AA .champienship and Anthony wen the Class A.
Halstead repeated with the Class B champienship, and Ernie Quigley spoke out
theree So we covered all the Kansas champienship basketball tournaments in

good shape.

On April 21 fhe Athletic Association entertained the 4lst annual Inter-
scholastic Track Meet. Abeut 800 Kansas beys. participated in a splendid
meet under perfect wfeather conditienss Few records were broken, but it was

a great turn out,

New my commencement dates are starting, and on May 9th I ge te Circleville,
Kansas; en the 15th, Reading, Kansas; on the 16th, Lane, Kanses; en the 17th,
Beattie, Kansas; en the 18th, Summerfield, Kanses; and on ilay 22nd I speak at
the Russell, Kansas, Rotary Club who are entertaining ferty senier boys there
who have been Junior Rotarians during the year.

Circleville, Kansas, is S/Sgt. Ralph N. "Red" Dugan's old home town.
Red, I will tell the citizens of Circleville regarding your fine record that
you made here at t'he University and ef the recerd that you are now making
with Uncle Sam at Las Vegas, Nevada.

Last Monday night I attended my first City Council meeting and was immed-
iately initiated inte some exciting episedes. Mayor Russell appointed me,
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ameng ether committees, to the Pelice Committees There was an Indian bey
from Haskell whe get into some difficulty at the Varsity Theater when the
pelice were called, and before the bey was taken te the statien seme blews

were struck - not firearms, but fly arms. An article appeared in the daily

paper which caused great excitement and a lready the Pelice Committee has had three
meetings with the public, seme taking sides with the police and seme with the
Indian bGyo

Geerge Snyder, who was the campus patreolman fer a great number of years
and whe was perhaps the best loved efficer en Mt., Oread, was one eof the officers
arresting the Indian youth. Ralph Hubbell, the highly dependable and efficient
officer en the pelice force, was the ether. It is interesting just hew many
sides yeu can hear te & stery. This morning Mayer Russell and Chief Bliesner
and I went eut fer & conference with Mr. Solen Ayers, the superintendent of
Haskell, Mre. Mereleck, the principal, and Mr. Madison Ceembs, the beys' ad-
viser and athletic director at Haskell, You remember Mr. Coembs was foermerly

principal ef the University High Scheel - Old Oread, to you.

So many weird statements have been made about this peisode that 1 felt
constrained te tell of an incident thet happened in our home some ten eor
fifteen years agoe te show the fallability of eye witneeses to an exciting
situatiene Our statements are often celered and prejudiced. Never before
have these efficers been criticized fer brutal treatment. But when the
Indian bey struck, ene of the efficers' night clubs came inte play and seme
damage was done te the defendant. But back te the stery. At the time I
mentioned, squirrels were a drug en the market in Lawrence. Reabies were re-
perted among them, and although the squirrels are censidered pets of Lawrence,
they became a nuisance, at least they were a nuisance in my yard because we
hed a shellbark hickery tree in the frent yard near the sidewalk. It was aleng
in July and the hickeory nuts had just begun te ferm and fill eut. The squirrels
descended upeon that shellbark hickery in dreves, and in chewing the green
outer cevering off the nuts they made the worst mess imeginable. It did ne
good to sweep the ddewalk, even every hour, because this debris rained dewn
on the pedestrians, and as the squirrels would chew seme of the nuts would
drop downe I wen't try te describe what I heard frem the pedestrians.

So I made up my mind that I weuld eradicate, so far as poessible, the
nuisancees Realizing that a fellew who would shoet & squirrel in broad day-
light before the sympathetic public, might peceive severe treatment, 1 used
the upstairs bathroom window as & peint ef vantage te exterminate some of
the tree reodents. 1 lewered the bathroem window and stuck the muzgle of
the 410 shet gun eut ef the northeast corner of the roem, the muzzle being
pointed teward the squirrels. When I fired the squirrel came tumbling down
into the frent yard and fitfully fought its way te the nerth parkway befere
expiringe I put the gun dewn in the hallway and walked outside in eur frent .
yard te recover the dead squirrel.,

In the interim an automebilist passing down 8th street by the side ef
eur house heard the shet and immediately clamped on his brakes, got out and
walded areung and leoked at all four ef his tired fer a blow-out. The motor-
ist did net see the squirrel lying dead eon the parkway. He hazily got back
in his car, wondering what in the werld had happened. '

John Tem Reynolds lived in the house where Hevey Hanna new lives acreoss

the street from me. He was lying in a hammock, toetling (sheuld I say?) en

his saxophone. He was one of these fellews that believed in protecting the -
squirrels. He came charging across the s treet and said, "Did yoeu see that

guy?" I said, "What?" as innocently as I could, altheough feeling & little guiltye.
He said, "Did you see that guy get eut ef that car and shoet that squirrel?"
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I said, "Ne, I didn't, Jehn?" He said, "Well, hedid." I picked up the
squirrel and sdid, "The squirrel is dead now, Jehn. De you want it?" He

hesitated, and then said, "Why, yes, I'll take it."

Te this day, Jehn Tom Reynolds dees not know that I was the culprit,
and the meterist was the confused individuval wrengly accused by Jehn Tem

whe definitely saw him sheot that squirrel.

When I hear peeple make statements now in the hour eof excitement 1
always think ef my experience with the squirrel. I still have great cen-
fidence in the eofficers and the mlice department. It is a queer thing =-
when an officer can be killed in line eof duty we will say it is teeo bad.
But the mement an efficer clubs semeone resisting arrest the entire publiec
wants te punish the officer. So this is another incident in my young life.

As chairman ef the Civiec Action Committee we met at the Country Club
last night until just before lle At 1l o'cleck we were called dewn te the
mlice statien where the Chief eof Police, Mr. Pine and Mre Bushey were meet-

ing and we went ever the situvatien.

I de not believe that I teld you boys I was elected as District Gov=-
ernor of Retary Distriet #123. There are thirty clubs in eur district,
and the Distriet Geverner issuppesed te visit each ef the e¢lubs once a year.
But one thing I am thankful feor - my term as president ef the Country Club
expires Octeber 1, and someene else can take over that duty. 8o by the
time basketball seasen rolls around next year I am hoping that I will be
able te devete a part of my divided time in an endeaver te recapture the
champienship we lest te Louie Menze at Iowa State on March 2. Now - if there

~is anything you would like te have dene, you just let me know and I will
"let George de it",

I have received so many wonderful letters from you boys overseas that
I will try te quote enly a paragraph er two frem each se your buddies will
knew ef yeur whereebouts, and they in turn can communicate with yeu. I de
net believe that I mentiened that Meu Hui King, whe came te the University
from Peking, China, threugh an acquaintanceship develeped between his father and
Chanceller Lindley, made a $5.00 contributien te the T. P. Hunter memerial
fund en March 30. Mou Hui is a graduate of eur School ef Engineering and is
now with the Allis-Chalmers Ce. in Milwaukee. Many ef you boys will remember him
a&s an eutstanding student in Engineering. In & letter to Fred Ellswerth, he says:
"I see that geed el' K.U. is coming aleng all right and our Phog is really |
- getting his name in sport pages all ever the country. A Nebraska man, whenever

he hears that we have wen a game, always kids me by saying, '"Well, they must

have laid a little meney on the game'," |

From Ens. Ralph E, Schaake, USS LST 338, N. Ye: "I have had another
change since I last wrete te you and I am mere than just well pleased with
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