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unfolds. Don Henderson begins and ends his cosching carceer true to the finest
traditions of his spectacular profession, But, ofter he camec i1nto big-time Indiana
high school basketball ccmpetition, he coachaed but one year. ‘/hether or not he would
nave emerged from a longer coaching career with his idealism unscathod is problem-

atical.

Mr. Tunis *thus gives his story a happy but rathor improbable ending. Don
quits coaching after his defeoat at State to join the editorial staff of Springfield's
newspaper, a crusader for right, and stays in Springficld to lead in comnmunity re-
forms and to help displace men like boss J. Frank Gray, from interferonce with the
bert ideals of youth in sports. The fact thut Don makes. this decision to go into the
nawspapsr business in the little town of Springficld on the very heels of an attrac-
tive offer for the position of coach of busketball at Yale University, makes a read-
er who knows something of the impelling forces of coaching swallow a hit .oboriouvsly.
If Don had given up his coaching carcer after winning the Stute at Indlianapolis, 1t
seems that lir. Tunis could have borne out his forceful characterization of Don Hend-
erson a bit more successfully.,

In Springficld, Don soon finds that the powers-that-be want a winner at the
State tournament, and that they aren't going to bend over backward being too ethical
in finding ways and means to produce that winner. To them, winaing is all that
mitters. The same ethical standards prevail with every prospoctive State title-
winning hizh school team in Indiana., Competition to win the State has grown so keen

that baskettall has ceased to be a sport. It is & disease.

In Springfield the new ccach, young Don Henderson, finds in J. Frank Gray,
the town's business-boss and incidentally a school board member, a crafty, unscrupu-
lous nman - a man who night be typical of a type of go-getter in any town. Succecss
is all that matters tc J. Frank. ZiAny means to that end is justifiables, He thinks
it perfectly within the law of clean sport to got a star player to move from another
town and high school to Springficld if he can cffer the bey's fanily as inducement
for the migration, a better-paying job. In fact, ho comes to verbal blows with
youry Don Henderson over just this situation. J. Frani Gray thinks it good sport to
place money and plenty of it on his favorite tean. He fecls, as do mony Indiana
oldsters, that this attraction of state high school basketball is for niddle-aged
amusenient, rather then for the spirited havpiness of youth. As a result, for lack
of sceting space, the high school boys and girls do not got to attend the regionals
anc seml-finals and finals in Indiana in great nunboers.  !Most of the seats are
bought up in large blocks weeks before by the midle-aged, the types of J. Frunk Gray.

Je Frank finds it difficult to toleratse a voung, hard-headed coach; whom he
has helped to hirc, but who has stubbornly refused to take dictations frona hinm, or
to favor him with a group of hard-to-get seats for the inportont contsstuse.

Don Hienderson runs his own team, in spite of the fact that Tom Gray, his
star player, is J. Frank's son. £fnd in spite of the fact that, through some rsverses
over which he has had no control (sickness and the like), he has becn forced to play
the tough competitive season throush with but five men - absbiutel*y no substitutes.

: Ir. Tunis has a happy gift as raccnteur of a thri 1linz basketball gzame, He
carries his rvadors with him. They hang on to the edge of their seats, Jand his
some situations are nicely wvaried: opringfield 43, lMarion 42, in a wild ball game
vhere llariovn led by 1 point 45 seconds bafore the final gune
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A at lluncie, Indiana, Springfield beats Fort Vayne Tigers in the semi-finals
b:,, ireezlng the ball for the last ninite and one-nelf -- 29 *to 27, Wien Springfiocld
cats Andersun in the first gam:.. at the Sta*te Jeurrament -at Indicnapolis, Springfield



