affirrative YES, 5Srith an exclamatiocon!

Fron liajor Paul R. Harrington, liC, AFO 350, lew Tork: "The casualties are
flowing in on the tiestern Front and we are in the thick of it. Thonk goodness they
arc woy under what has been expected and %the c cmbat boys deserve a great pat on the
back. e cannot do too much for them."

Congratulations, lajor Paul, on the new ronk. e are certainly proud of
you, as we always were when you played on the three Big Six championship teams and
ceptained one in your senior year. .und too, you worked your way through school
and mede a wonderful record, then went on to get your H.D. at Rosedale with an
outstanding record behind you.

Miss Maude Elliott and her mother, lirs. Sam Elliott, wero hostesses at a
Msinema party" at lir. Fred llontgomery's Visual Instruction Bureau in the basement
of Fraser Hall about throe weeks ago. The animated celebrities and salubrities
were none other than the family of Lt.(jg) W. C. "Bill" Johnson. '

Bi1l was the chief character in o sport story that I wrotve entitled "Listen-
ing For a Droning Plane”. Bill flew {rom Oklshona City after being toxied from
the cemetery, the occasion being the burial of his father, and the plane that
carried him was grounded at Ottawa because the Lawrence airport was not lighted.
So he texied in to Lawrence and arrived just a few minutes prior to the Kansas -
Oklahoma geme which was the game for the Big 3ix championship in 1932. In next
month's Rebound I will reprint this story of the droning plane ond the fight that
Bill waged on that historic night. _

The pictures that Miss Elliott showed were of Bill, his wife, Ethel, and
their two lovely children, Billy and Jo Ann. They were in Jacksonville, Florida,
and it seems as if we spent hours with that famous Bill Johnson smile. His lovely
wife and children gave us a glimpse into their very happy home life. |

Thank you, Iiiss Elliott, for giving us this opportunity to visit with Bill
and his family. We have always been especially fond not only of Billts own family,
~ but of all his fine brothers and his wonderful mother and cad.

L In February I recoived a lstter and clipping from Helen Filkin TFox, a
sister of liajor Lurry Fillin. -.Helen's husband, John F. Fox, is president of the
Punahou School in Honolulu. She writes: "You see, you even crash the Honolulu
pepers. You and John should get -togetner. He's Dbeey waging e crusade against the

cambling at high school foothall games here. ‘lave seen Twink Starr and John Wall,
and hear Potsy Clarl's heree. o« " -

Yes, Helen, I remember when I saw you :on the canmpus that I promised to put
you and lir, Fox on the mailing list anc I am sending you this Rebounds I am just

now writing and the one previous to this, although it is rather belated.

Major Fo A. "Fon" Durand, FMF Pacific, San Francisco, wriltes: "I saw Chris
Eber{mart ‘recently when he was .on-his way to Iwo Jima and we had a nice evening dise-
cussinz K.U. I haven't heard anything ‘ubeut how he made out yet. . . + I managed

to see a movie last night and who should appear but Craig Stevens (Gail Shikles).
- The movie was 'Dough Girls',

_ Gail Shikles was a freshnan at the Univers ‘i'fby of LKansas where.he was star-
ring on the frosh basketball tean until Hollywood nabbed him. He was JusT =00

sood-lcoking, and a movie scout located him. he fact that ho was photogenic and
personable got him a contract.
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We are still pulling for you_thmﬁ your luck continues, Fen,

I believe that Otto Schnecllbacher, HAAF, larlingen, Texas, is one of the
best correspondents that we have representing the ever-victorious 1942 team. And
that is not saying that Otto is not busy, because he has been the backbone of
football and basketball teams wheirever he has been stationed. Schnelly mentions
having seen Phil Borello who played on the football team here 1n 1931. Otto, be
sure to give rhil nmy kindest regards. He was one of the great athletes at the
University, but sickness cut his tenure short hoere. Tell Phil if he will send me

his addrecss we will be glad to send him the Rebounds,

Cpl. Hoyt Baker, APO 72, San Francisco, who played brilliant football and

basketball for Kansas in 1942, writes from the Philippines. You bet, lloyt, we are
glad to have Joe Roberts on our mailing list and have sent him the last Rebounds,

Capt. Ray D, Tripp, aP0 413, New York, writes that he had an interesting
"spare-time hop the other day, having breakfast in London, lunch in Paris, after-
noon tea in Brussels and supper back in London. I don't get much flying time in
these days and enjoyed it particularly as I'd never seen those cities from less

than 20,000 or so feet."

Lt. Lee W. Huddleston, APO 520, New York, wrote from somewhere in Italy in
March, saying, "The January issue of Rebounds arrived and it was almost (but not
quite) as good as a visit on the campus. There'll be quite a few important places
vacant at that big reunion after the war with fellows like T. P. and Bill Beven
gone, but the rest of us will be there still rooting for those fighting Jayhawkers.,
That Pfleugerville Pflash is going great guns, isn't he? I nowhave 10 missions,
so I am no longer tail-end charley in the fcrmation. Sidney Salt has my same APO
number and Charley Black is in Italy, but the only K.U., boy I've seen over here 1is

Bob Jehlinek of Beloit, who played on your freshman '42-'43 squad. The parts of

Italy I've seen don't have much to offer, but understand Rome is quite nice. « « o"

From Pfc. Charles R. Allen, Jr., AFO 445, New Yorks "Through the Rebounds,

and the folks, and the Kansans I have received, I have becn able to haphazardly
keep up with the week to week news. The basketball team did fine this season.

Did me good to see the team pull upe You did a wonderful job. Kirk Scott, a frat
brother, seemed like good naterial to work on. I know everyone is with you 100%
and more power to you. . . Hope the town clean-up prozram is taking effect smooth-
ly. It is an admirable work. The fellows from Lm.rrence I know are watching the

progress and thanking those participating.”

Rog, I am going to take dinner with your father at the annual Chamber of
Commerce dinner, of which your dad is the efficient and retiring president. e
telk of you of'ten,

Lt. (Jg) Francis M. "Buck™ Bukaty has taken unto his bosom & blushing
bride. e reprint the announcement: Mr. and Hrs., Clarfay Simon Simoneaux
announce the marria;e of their daughter Dorothy Rita to Lt. (jg) Frencis ]‘T:Lchael
Bukaty, USNR, on liednesday morning, llarch fourteenth, 1945, at eleven c¢'clock,
St. Vincent de Paul Church, New ¢rleans, Louisiana. A

Congratulations, Buck! May your life after the war Dbe a succession of

~ home runs and touchdewns!
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e L. "Bill™ Viney, Phl2/c, keeps me informed regarding the Yard Dispensary
at Mare Island, California., He states that he is well and happy and hoping for the
cpportunity to get back to the Lawrence Country Club, -

From Lt. Edgar P. Schmidt, APO 758, New York, comes a highly interesting
letter which I quote in part: "It was interesting to note in our travels through
war-torn France that basketball goals still stand at many schools. . It 1s apparent
that the game is becoming international in character. Of course, some of the back-
boards had gaping holes in them from shell fragments. » . . Quite some time ago the
79th Division, of which we are a mart, enjoyed a short rest periods A school build-
ing with & better than average gym was used for billeting. It was interesting to
note that the men preferred to bunk up closer sc the flocr space could be usad for
basketball and other games. It is not unusual for one to see a couple of .enlisted
men playing catch only a few miles back of the front lines. Due to this keen axd
enduring interest in sports, the problem of finding some worthwhile off-duty leisure
time sports is not too much of a problem. I am still trying to double up as Special
Service Qfficer for the be.t*'allon, as well as Infornation and Educa<tion Officor, I
might add, in addition to my other duties as Battery Executive Officore . o o I
should like to send my best regards to those on the hill that I know, with special
rezards to Mrs, fillen., I believe Dr. Guy Smith mentioned that lirs, Ijulteen 1s still
in your office. It will te a happy day.when I can again drop in and pick up some °
tickets and watch the younger generation i'n a pee.ce-time sports progran, "

"Schmltty“ was a star football e.nd 'baseba.ll player here during the years of’
'28, 129 and '30. lHHe hails fron lleLoutn. - L .

Congratulations to another McLouth boy, Charles Chapman. I.am sorry that
I missed you, Charles, when you tried to see me. I see your dad every week and we
always discuss your Wel‘fzire. Ve are mil_,hty *)roud of you. o F X

To Major I1. R, Rlchter, 44th Gen. iosp., = we were happy indeed to get your
hello message with a friendly thought. Dr. Latiner ond.I. often talk about you. Dr.
Canuteson is off on a trij to IIlnnee.polis to nreside ot a.business .session -of the
Council of the imerican Student Health Association.  ind Dr. Elbel was by the office
for a visit about a menth argo., He is to return to his work here in our Departnent

y of thysical Education sto.r'bing in the f‘all térm. Je hope it won't be .long until
you are back with us, A e s ok .

10 lat L%, Harold H, Hawkins, A}FFQ0 75, Sen Francisco - Harold I will always
remember you for your loryalty on the Relays Committee., - No one individual worked
any harder or more conscientiously than did you.- .then the Kansas Relays blossom
into full maturity after this second World War you can 'alwqys remember that you had
a lot to do with the budding growth of an activity that gives Kansas more athletic
publicity nationally than any other athletic event. Harold writes from-the
- Philippines as follows: "I'was so elated by the Kansas victory over Nebracka in
football that I wrote Henry Shenk. It would have been great to have seen that  game,
Right now'I'm going to wish Kansas a successful 1945 scason in all sports.: A win
- to us way out: here means as nuch as it does to the rooter in -the b'lee.chere." :

> Mrs. Doris Channel has wrltten us giving the new address of Lt. Wesley R.
Dick" Channel, 5th Repl. Depot, AFO 711, San Franciscon. e are anlways glad to get

("chese later addresses ‘because it facilitates the ha.ldlin 7 of mail, Thank you, lrs,

. g v (Jg) Roy Edwards writes: "After three months back in the States I was
assigned to H:nq ship (P.C, 1083) on the atlantic side. Quite a contrast from the
blue Pacific." VWelre g]ad to hgve your new addross, Rov. T e e
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gave everything they had. Iowa State was just a better ball club that night.

I just received a letter from Louie llenze this morning, in which he says:
"We hed the best night of the season cgainst you. It wasn't that Lansas was play-
ing poorly, we simply were hitting for cnce in the season. /e made 35% of our
attenpts, against a season's play of 24%. Ve would have been tough for anyhody
that night." You will remember that Louie lienze was one of my stars in early
days, and if we couldn't win I was tickled pink that Louie could do the jobe

- I am happy to receive a comunication from Capt. llel Griffin written from
the Mayflower Hotel in Vashington, D. C. Captain Grilfin, llel to me, has been on

a tour of cduty at Edenton, N. C,, for fourteen months. The highlight of his course
wes o letter of commendation from the Commondant of the llarine Corps iviation on
the Recreation department, which was llel's department. Congratulations, Hell You
have always been a winner, whether playing, coaching, teaching or fighting.

l'el states that he is hoping his next orders read wost, and he hopes it is
further west than California. Iluch to the contrary of what we hear about liashing=-
ten, I quove what Hel says: "Washington, D. C. is a very nice city. Even with
all the big business and politics ropresented here it has a very calm, friendly
and unhurried attitude that is felt as one goes about this husiness of war. The
trees are at the height of their beauty and the well-kept lawns and parkways have
an inviting look."” \/hén a nman lives in Yashington and can pgive such a beautiful
description, my verdict is that he is at peace with the world = with everyone ex-
cept the Japenazis, s gt B

I hed the extreme pleasure of speaking in Burlington, Kansas, the old home
town of Mel Griffin and Clarencs Douglas, at their football and baskstball banquet,
Ray klerson, an outstanding barrister of the law (but in Burlington he calls him-
self a lawyer) called me up and said that I was dated ‘up for this banquet. Ray
and the men cooked the meal and thoy did a swoll job. ' The banquet was héld -at the
llethodist Church and a group of 150 men turned out tc honor these boys who had done
themselves proud in a foothall and basketball way, It was a pleasure for me to re-
call the wonderful recocrd that licl Griffin made upon the fislds of friendly strife
and 1n the class room, as well as out umong the effairs of men.

When I have experiences with some pampered athlete I like to go back to the
days when lel came up here without any money oand a lot of embition, and finished
with a greut athletic record as well as a fine scholastic record. He made a great
reputation here ut Lawrence ilizh School where he had championship teams in several
sports, and since he has been at Long Beach, California, vith Bert Smith, another
Kensas stellar athlete of othor cays, he has done a wonderful job in the Junior
College out there on the coast. liel's name 1s associnted with winning teams and
- Tine morale among his bLoys, I am alwoys proud of sueh men. =~ ' '

gns,. lilchasl Gubar, APA 163, Sean Francisco, writing from somewhere in the

_Ea}st Ch;nu Sca, gives a newsy account of the USS Hastland in the Olzinawa invasion.
liko reports something of |

2 3 tne suicide tactics wused by the fanatical Japs in the

FPacific. He says, "1‘-'*ilo_t5 deliberately uttempt to drash dive shins, rather than

- make a bombing run, strafo and scram. To mee+ such an attack you literally have

to knock 'em out of the skies, otherwiss th ey kecep on coning, H‘appy to report that
the APA 163 is still undamaged and afloat. We have =okpei'iellced'muﬂy close calls,

tut are still fighting!l . . « I just had a visitor - Alvin HeCoy who is covering

’E:he racific war for thoe K. C., Star dropped in for a visit. . . . You rnight also be

_ ren 1nto Lyle Armel, who is ”skippér of AFA°210 , which

- 1s operating in our transport divis lon. Visited with hin fccently. Boy, 1t was
Sure good to 'see a fumiliar face from KUY | ' e |
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Lyle Armel 1s a top favorite with us ©«ll. !le has done a sterling job and
is still doing it. ide 4id u grect hiteh in the first Vorld VVar and it appears to
us that he has earned his carly return here to Lawrence, to the University, and to
the State of hansas, . |

I have Jjust toduy received a V-mail letter from Commander Lyle Armel, APA
<10, San Francisco, in which he says: "We sort of loso traclk of time out on the
water and it hardly seems possible I was home about a year ago enroute to get ny
new ship with a new gang. In athletic parlance, they have whipped into shape and
have teen giving a good account of themselves. Those bLoys, most of them youngsters,
are playing a man's game end winning. I often think that by the time these boys
are grandpappies, tho experiences thru which they have gone will make swall 'listen-

ing to' around the old family fireplace when the passing of yvears will have enhanced
their hindsight." -

About two months amo I received a very interesting letter from Dr. Earle G.
Brown, who made a great record as director of the Department of Health for the
State of Kansas, before being lured away to more lucrative fields in the east.
He 1s now the Cormissioner of Health of Nassau County at l{inaola, New York. Dr.
Brown writes of his two children, Richard end Josephine: "Josephine finished her
course ot I'resbyterian Hospital School of Nursing on December 20, wrote her State
Board examinations the last week in January and returned to Presbyterian on the
¢nd of February, where she is on duty in Sloane llaternity Hospital. The day she
finished she made application for the .rmy Hurse Corps amd expects to be called to
cuty about Lay first. Richard received his second wound on the 17th of Decembor,
this one a shell wund on the left forearm . . . « Apparently he roceived this
wounc in fighting in or near Sarreguenines. A telegran from the Adjutant General
sald that the wound was received in action in Germany.. o '

Dr. Brown's many friends will be happy to read through the Rebounds of his
interest in Kansas athletics. Dr. Barle, we have covered our failure to win the
basketball championship in another section of this letter, but we want you to know
how very proud we are of you and of your childrens' accomplishments. I am sending
you the last Rebounds which tells about Iiilton's Naval affiliations. /And Bob is

going into active duty in the Army medical corps July 1. He is finishing his in-
ternship at Bell lMemcrial Hospital.

I should have mentioned carlier in ny letter that the K Club put on a big
dance in the bLallroum of +the Union Building to entwrtain the visiting high school
athletes who were here for the Intorscholastic I"eet om April 21, Les Brown and
his well-known band thrilled +he swirline Terpischeoreans who swayed rhythmically
to the beautiful nmusic. Gordon Reymolds and Dan Clacse were the K men who carried
the load of responsibllity, and Governor Schceppel crovmed the quecn, Folly Rae
Staples, from PFt. iledicon, Iowa. .Jnd it fitted per-fectly into the scheme of things
because rolly is Gordou's girl. Gordon is o licn vr-ith the ladies, voted by them
the best-lookings man on the campus. <+he K men pickred the queen. |

‘ Bob llalott came up from Sti llwater, Oklahomm, where he is stationed at

ae & M. College in radar. He hed +to havo a personai. explanation from me as to
why Iowa State licked us in the final game, He saici he would have bet a month's
Navy pay on our tuking Iowa State. I s+ill haven't recovered from the hot streak
of Iowa Jtate to fully explain it to Bob's satisfactsion.

. We were delighted to have a cormunication on ipril 2nd from Jemes Alan
Coogan, Dirf}otor in Brazil of thko United Fress Assoc:diation, He says, "If Juyhewk
Rebounds alreadv has beon folided up for the season, could you have sont to me the
numbers from No, 13 snward through the las*t numbor for the 1944-45 scason? And
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then make sure I get them for next season, too."

lie were delighted to hear from you, and I am sure Pat laloney would, too.
He is now at Tulsa, Oklahoma, directing the llaloney Tank Company. FPat has been
bedfast for the last month due to sciatic rheumatism or something worse, but we
hope nothing worse. Last fall I was in Tulsa at the Tulsa-Kansas football game
and Paet was a grand host. I played golf with him at one of the most beautiful
country clubs that I have seen, and Tulsa sports several of them, but this was the
swanklest.,

I am passing on your good wishes to Dolph Simons. He will be happy to hear
from you. Tonight Dolph is the toastmaster for the anmnual Chamber of Cormerce
dinner, which all the classif'ication clubs - Rotary, Kiwanis, Co-Op and other '
civic-minded orgenizations, will attend. The banquet is a testimonial dinner to

the national officers of the lercules corporation and other people who are running
the rocket powder plant here, called the Sunflower Ordnance liorks.

You state that you talked to Ted from New York. Do you mean Ted O!Leary?
e certainly have put your name on the permanent mailing list of Jayhawk Rebounds,
I wish I had time to write you a longer cpistle, but we will let the names of those
two and a half othor fellows that you recognized in the last Rebounds suffice. I
will try to dig up some more of your acqueintances so that it will be more interest-
ing than the previous one. '

- I just saw Dr. H.' T. Jones at the Country Club and he gave me a new address
for Dr. He Penfield Jones who is with the 24th General Hospital, APO 379, New York,
He reports that Dr. "Penny" thoroughly enjoys the Rebounds. iy

Ffec. Ogden S, Jones, Jr., with the 1l4th Armored Division in General Patton's
ord Army, writes that his division released the large prison camp near Moosburg in
which some 50,000 of our men were held. His unit was also given a rresidential
Citation for some of the best defensive action of the war. He reports good health,
but lack of sleep bocause they have moved so fast and so far,

Maj. George Baxter Smith, former Dean of our School Education before he
entered the service, is with the 15th Army Hq., and desires to get in touch with
Lawrence boys who were in the R.0.T.C. at the University. I am sure he will be
glad to greet 2nd Lt. Williamson T. Hough - "Bill" to all of us, who is with the
oth Army. Bill was a junior in the Scliool of Business before his inducticn, then
was 1n anti-aircraft artillery before his transfer to the infantry. Ile went over-

seas and joined the 9th Army in January, '45. Lots of good luck to you, Bill. I
see your good dad often,

From our good friend, Lt. C. 0. Burnsidec , Galveston, Texas: "Doc, there'll
come & day = but it is still hull down on the horizon - when the young and the old
veterans will return to their native haunts and ‘we'll be ready for a few sports,

a blt of quiet living, and best of all the old-time friends who have stood the

test of years.” Cob, that sounds exactly like wou, and we will be looking and
wishing for your early return. ' '

To Capt. F. R. "Rusty" Frinlk, .0 84, New York - Rusty, we were delighted
to_get your letter. It camo just beforo we were finishing our Rebounds, so I am
using a part of your highly interesting letter. It come just in tho nick of time.

The' Roebounds wouldn't be complete without a rzcital of scme of your harrowing ex-
periences.
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Rusty sayvs, "Frcem ny particular front I have little to report; things have

quieted down now that the trapped krauts in our rear areas have been corrallied and

our supply lines reopened. ile havo been sitting here cn the Elbe Fiver for some
time, straining our eves for a glinmpse cf the Russians, who are very close since we
were given a no fire order not 15 min. ago. « . It was quite a rat-race getting
hwre from the Rhino; more cften than act we moved day and night, sometimes mceting

stiff resistuance, sometimes none wauts oevcr. . . Spring has hit north Germany in
force now; wa'rec all getting the usual fever and just plain lazy. I imagine spring
has reached tho camnmus. I can nicture how lovely 1t must be atc home, and hepe that

somehow we can menage that last tripe « o o I imagine Bob has developed a fine bed-
side mauner. 1Isin't he in Kansas City?" Yes, Rusty, as you will read elsewhere in

this letter, Bob is at Bell llemorial,

fy first hitch at this lettor was a weell ago. Ve do a pai"b of :Lt, then we
have interruptions and & day passes, or maybe two, and then we write again. Things

on the internaticnal front have happened so rapidly that we ore enamored of tho-
idea to carry this clong hoping thut the grand finale in Europe would happen before
we finished the letter so we could say, Selah! But enough has already happened for

us to ph'iTc)s*oPhically zaze. back two thousand years and think of the lowly Nazarene
‘who taug-,h‘c fellowship, love of one's ncigibor, and equality. .ind then To move our
51gh'ts forward, and. think of a group of men who in an era less than two hundred years
ago and. up to the present tlme vicked a lot of those theories temporarily into dis-
cerd - Frederick tho Great, ietzsche, Bismarck, Hitler, lMussolini, ilironito, &and
the rest of the ocutlaw gang are as impotent as their teaching. A limerick runs

through my mind vhich expresses it-aptly: The nother bee is a very busy.souleeses
- She has no time for birth control.....Ferhaps that 1s the reason in tlmes like -

thes6eeesThore are so.nany sons of b'sSeesees .

With V-E day fa.st approaching may we offer a toast to our all-Imerican java-

drinkers when we say, "Let's dunk Doenitz, and let's clip the IIlps, leerlng at us
through those inhuman slits. .ind when Russia's Uncle Jone, whose 1;Lm1’cless maelstrom

will overflow quaklng Tokyo, then hcll-center w111 be no no!'".

To all of ycu Jayhawlz Robounders, we are anxiously awaiting your re'turn in
the same spirit as thess “bea.utl...ul lines: '

| "Hoko is the sailor, liome from tho sea,
And the hunter home from the hills."

Very smcerelv yours,

/\ P

A oyl \a)r,u.\of_( \_..—«-WM___

\\ j.
N2 pidector 4 Plysical Rdveation, SOL

FPCA: Al - T;’arultv Basketball Coaoh.




JAYHAWK REBOUNDS

May 26, 1945

No. 16

Dear Fellew Jayhawkers:

In our Jayhawk Rebounds issue Ne. 16 last menth I promised thet I
would reprint the stery of "Listening For a Drening Plane", and the fight
that Bill Jehnson waged en that memorable night back in 1932 when Kanses,

Missouri and Oklahoma were fighting it eut fer first place in the Big Six
champienship basketball race.

~ Baek in 1924 when I wrete "My Basketball Bible", I wrote a story abeut
the big game - that Kansas-Missouri epic struggle back in 1923 » describing
the ever-victorious team when they congmered the Tigers twice in a single

yeare. My purpese in writing this stery was te try te impress the ceaches and
readers that inspiratienal ceaching plays a great part in victories. It is

Just as valuable for a ceach te reccgnize the psycholegy of ceaching as it is

for him te knew plays, formations and alse te understand the physical struc-
ture of the beys whe are playing en the team. -

In the present boek, "Better Basketball", I have enlarged that section
under the heading, Tales of the Yesteryeears. There are seven yarns that I
have getten tegether and all of them are based on fact. Thie stoeryof Bill

Johnsen is as definitely a part of my teaching of basketball as are the
fundamentals contained in my text. ?

Listening For A Droning Plane

Fer I dipt inte the future, far as
Humen eye could see,

Saw the Vision of the world, and all
The wonder that would be;

Saw the heavens fill with commerce,
Argesies of magic sails,

Pilets of the purple twilight dropping
Down with cestly bales;

Heard the heavens fill with sheuting,
And there rained a ghastly dew

From the natien's airy navies greppling
In the central blue.

--Tennyson =

In his lene flight frem America te France, Charles A. Lindbergh, in
1927, heoked up the Statue of Liberty and the Eiffel Tewer, and thus further
materialized this poit's prophetic dream of almost a century before.

In lesser degree, in his own smaller world in the middle west, Bill
Jehnsen, phenemenal Kansss center eof 1632, electrified basketball fellewers

by & hereic flight from his family's grave let in the cemetery at Oklahoma

City, Okla., te the basketball court en Mount Oread at the University of
Kansas,

On this particular Saturday night, the universities of Missouri, Okla=-
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hema, and Kansas were facing their final games in the Big Six Conference
Championship race, with possibilities of a triple tie fer honors.

Kansas was scheduled te meet Oklahomea at Lawrence, Kan., and on the
same night Misseuri was to meet Kansas State at Manhattan, Kan. Should
Oklahome defeat Keansas and should Misseuri win from Kensas State, the Big
Six weuld be deadlecked with the three state universities in a dogfall.

Kansas had lest her first two conference games ef the season, but
after the less eof these games had remained undefeated. Oklahoma was crulising aleng
- at a terrific rate, and Missouri was looked upen as a mest dangerous centender.,
The Kensas team seemed to pick up increasing power with ¢ ach victory.

Upon Bill Jehnson, a seror and an elengated and versatile rapier ef the .
basketball court, Kansas pinned her chiefest hepes. For two years, Bill had
shown the way to all Big Six centers. He had ne peers in his pesitien. And
since Kansas had held the Big Six Cenference Championship for the twe preced-
ing years, the resce toek en a Kansas hue. |

As the season advancéd, the Kansas Jayhawkers were moving in high gear--
mowing down all eppositien with relentless and ruthless regularitye This
hectie struggle fer the champbonship had gripped the imagination of the entire
region of the great plains states. Column after column of newspaper space
was devoted to this unusual race, and everybody was on edge ever t he outceme.

But, as is se often the case in man's best laid schemes, something
happrenede On Wednesday afternoen, the Kansans had their last grueling work-
cute We had planned to pdish off during the remaining three days. Our '
scrimmage was most satisfying. In fact, toe satisfying. Everything clicked.
The machine glided with ne lest motﬂlen. Johnson and the rest ef his team-
mates were superb, shooting, passing, and hitting with uncanny skill. Surely
if they ceuld funetion like this on their game night, just three days away,

ne Oklahm team could atbp them,

But, even then, I had & premonition that everything was too perfect.
After praotice, press correspondents queried me as te the proebable outcome
of the game. A strsnge fereboding gripped me. I seemed to feel that s emething
would happen te my ace, Bill Johnsen. The bugbear of injuries haunted me,
I teld them, "If Bill Johnson doesn't break a leg, Oklahoma will be in for a
busy Saturday night."

On that same Wednesday night, while I was at dinner, the telephone rang
end & friend informed me that Bill Jehnson's father had died suddenly in his
home at Oklahema City, 400 miles away.

Bill left en the night train and with him, se it seemed, went Kansas'
chancesg for its third cemnsecutive Big Six Champienship.

Norman, the home of the University ef Oklahema, is just 18 miles frem
Oklahema City, the home ef the Jehnsons. The athletic authorities at the
University ef Oklahoma were besieged by the press threoughout this conference

area te postpene the game until the fellewing week, so that the two teams could
meet at full strength. But $he Oklahomans wanted te play the game en schedule.

The funeral hour of Bill Johnsen's pieneer father, eriginally set for
Fridey, was ehanged te Saturday at 2:30 pem. in erder te accommedate relatives
frem a distance. '

All Kansas home games were scheduled at 7:30 p.m. Apparently there was
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no way for Bill Johnson te travel 400 miles after his father's funeral and
play the geme, Certain defeat faced Kansas. Oklahoma had been the runner-
up te Kansas in the two previeus cenference races, and new in this tthird
year fate seemed te decree an Oklahoma victery.

Swan Johnson, & ene-time Swedish immigrant boy and father ef Bill, had
blazed the het and dusty trail from Iowa te Oklahoma in 1889 to homestead much

of the land that he possessed &t the time of his death. He had, at all times,
evinced an intense pride and interest in Bill's basketball achievements. On
the day ef his death, a half-page picture of Bill was printed en the sperts
page of his lecal paper. With justifiable pride he had commented te Bill's
mother, "I hepe Bill plays:the game of his life, Saturday night."

This significant statement proved te be the real challenge in Bill's
final decisien te try te get back te play. Clese friends ef the family had
counseled with his mether and had urged that, if at all possible fer Bill to
reach lLawrence, he should play in this, his final game, and thus fulfill the
last wish of his father.

Ce O ("Ceb") Burnai_.de, residing in Bill's home town, a fraternity
brother ef Bill's and a loyalalumnus of Kansas, through his intimate friend-
ship for the Johnson family, convinced Mrs. Johnsen te send her bey by air-

plane te answer the call of Kansas.

Already the morning and the aftermoon newspapers had anneunced that
Kansas would play without her superstar, Bill Jehnson.

During the day, many offers from businessmen and from university groups
to sponser a flight te Oklahoma to get Jehnson came teo me. But all such pro-
posals had received a deaf ear. Streng head winds and a ir pockets aplenty
made & 400-mile hop under adversewsather conditions seem teo perileus te consider.

Hewever, during the aftermcon, another fraternity brether ef Bill's,
Maurice L. Breidenthal of Kansas City, Kan., and a most leyalalumnus ef

Kansas, telephoned te me that he and Cob Burnside of Oklahoma City had
arrenged for a commercial plane te attempt the flight to bring Bill Johnsen
from Oklahema City in time fer the game.

The poseible danger of a ferced landing er a crack-up precluded the wis- .
dem of inferming the Kansas tegm ef this centemplated air ttripe The group
reactien might have been most detrimental should the plan have failed.

The game between Missouri and Kansas State at Manhattan, Kan., was te be
called fer 7:30p.mes, the same time as was the Kansas=-Oklahoma game to be called
at Lawrence. After the information cencerning Johnson was received, and since
the home teams are responsible feor setting the starting time of the games, we

Ohanged our B‘I'Ar'bing time to 8300 Pellle s

- Immediately bulletins were published in the press and broadcast by
radie that the Kansas-Oklahoma game weuld be calledat 8:00 peme., instead ef
7:30 pems, a&s usuale, On account ef the pessible effect upen the team, we

were forced te keep our primary reasen for this change of time a secret,
giving as a reason for the postponement eur desire te have Kansas follewers
listen in en the first half of the impertant Misseouri-Kansas State game,
being played at Manhattan,

We installed loud-speakers in the Kansas field house for these radie
reports of the first half ef the Missouri-Kansas State game. If Missouri
should win their game, then the winner ef the Kansas Oklahome game would be
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tied with Misseuri for the titles But, if Missouri should iese and Kansas
should win, Kansas would be the undispited champien eof the Big Six Conference
for the third consecutive time. We were hoping that this additienal 30

minutes would land Bill Jehnsen in eur dressing rooms in time feor the game.,

" Qur team's pregame meal was a tense though drab affair. The group was
on edge. The air was charged with mental static. Not one plaver mentioned the
probability ef Bill's coming. All day the press had announced for a certainty
that Johnson was definitely out of the game. When I exsused myself, presumably
te stép out fer an instant, anxieus and startled lecks swept from ene player
to another. Actually, I had left them, intending to accompany Dr. A. Je _
Anderson, our Medical Adviser, te the lecal airport te meet and, if necessary,
te administer to our expected and mest welcome air passenger,

At the airport, minutes flew. Soon darkness came on and made & landing
at our unlighted airport impessible. S0 anxious was oeur vigil and s o intense
our watch that at twilight I called te Dr. Anderson, "Here comes Bill from
the southwest, '™ '

Fervently desiring his arrival, I had peered se intensely inte the far-
distant herizen that a piece of waving heavy tape had created an optical
illusien which made me see the thing that I most desired to see--an airplane
with Bill Johnson in it,

With piteh dark upen us, nonplused and cenfused and disappeinted and
minus eur prized cargo, we hastily drove the 3 miles back te the gymnasium.
1 entered the team's quarters and feund the beys, outwardly quiet, dressing for

the game ¢ | . -

Minutes were precieus now., Less than an hour remeined. Eyes were anxious,
muscles taut. My untimely absence was still a mystery te theme Yet I had
not & word ner a sign from our precieus argosy of the airl

Serieus business this. All minds and hearts on the game just ahead.

Suddenly, this eminous silence proved toe much fer one of our players. He
- rushed up and challenged me with a shout, "You knew where Bill Johnson is!

You know where he is{ Even if he doesn't shew up, I'll win that demn game
myself.

"Quiet, you," I shoutede I did not know where Bill was and se stated
in emphatic terms and ordered him te restrain and calm himseif.

Suddenly, a summens came from the outside, "Telephone for you, Ceach
Allen." I rushed upstairs te the telephone and te my unrestrained delight
ever the wires came the voice of the argonaut of Kansas' hopes.

Long past nightfall, the ship had landed ata 1lighted airpert some 30

miles awaye. Bill Jehnson had taxied from there to our own city limits and
had telephoned me te ask if he should eat before coming en te the gymnasium.

Three hours and a half by air and 30 minutes everland by taxi had left
Bill groggy. He had but 30 minutes te ceme the remdining 5 miles, to dress,
and te warm up befere the whistle blasted the start eof the game.

"Bat nothing,"™ I shouted. "For heaven's sake jump in that taxi and tear
up here with all your might." -

Back downstaf¥s I lunged. I fairly flew inte the dressing reem. I was

treading on thin air. I whispered the g ood news to my assistant ceach and
teld him te stay behind and help Bill and bring him to the field house as
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soon as possible. Ve had but 25 minutes left,
"Com on, gang! I shouted, "over and after those Oklahoma Sooners !"

And we swung awey with a mixed joy and fear such as I never before had known in
my 40 years of coaching.

The Kansas field house was packed. Already the radio reports were giving
Kansas State a lead of 8 points over lMissouri., Surely the outcome of the local
struggle would determine the championship.

As the Kansas varsity swarmed on the floor, the partisan rooters gave
them a great ovation, Oklahoma had arrived early. They drove through their
warm=-up drills with skill and confidence. Keyed to the minute, these Sooners from
Oklahoma looked formideble. Without Johnson, Kansas partisans still hoped that
some magic power would aid the stricken Kansans, | | |

The Oklahomans scanned the personnel of the alert Kansans to meke sure
that Johnson was not among them., Just 12 minutes before gamne time! Feverish
exclitement everywhere. Sweaters flung aside. Timers, scorers, and officials
hurrying to their places for a final check-up. Oklahoma's coach was still wary,
as if fearing an unseen phantomn, |

Bedlam broke loose! Lookl KXansas rooters want wild. Standing, Cheer-
ing, shouting like maniacs, they beheld a sight that brought tears to their eyes.
Was that Bill Johnson's ghost? No! It was Kansas' own Bill Johnson in the flesh!

Pale and wan, even thinner than usual, Bill strode into the arena just
6 minutes before eight o'clock. Joan of Are's spirit rekindled.

The roof fairly blew off, Kansas players, stunned for the moment,
suddenly recovered their equilibrium, and showered their haggard teammate with
ecstatic adulations of joy. Kansas rushed into a huddle in her dressing room,
just of'f the arena.

But 4 minutes remained before the game. Kansas now had more than her
own strength. She had something indefinable. ©One could not measure it accurate-
ly but could feel it in the air. A positive psychic force! I shouted, "All
right, boys, sit here on this bench, -- Bill, Ted, ‘lee, Elmer, and Dick,

"Boys, words must be few., I merely want to renind you that 43 vears
ago a young man challenged the dangers of the great southwest and carved a home

out of it for Bill Johnson to grow up in, Bill's father was a daring and courag-
eous ploneer., |

| "Tonight over exactly that same trail came the same conquering spirit to
answer the call of duty. Chnrning his lonely way over 400 miles of dangerous
terrain through strong head winds and treacherous air pockets in a small droning
plane, Bill Johnson has fought his way to you. It was his father's last wish,
His mother sent him,

. "Ped, Lee, Elmer, and Dick, go out there and fight vour hearts out for
this cause that Bill represents, e

"8ill, God beles ;ou, my boy. ¥ou are wonderful,"

| Wle flung ourselves together in determined embrace. For a brief moment,
the iron bands of love held us together., Then we tore apart for the business at
hand, But the bond of our singleness of purpose still held. |

Referee Brnie Quigley's whistle started the game and with it he intro-
duced a Kensas tornado that, in the first few minutes of the game, fairly swept
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the Oklahomans off +heir feet. Kansas' attack was devastating. She was playing

far over her head. There was fury in her charge and it seemed that she was fast
paving her road to glory and to another Big Six crown. Bill Johnson, Ted 0'leary,
lLee Page, Elmer Schaeske, and Dick Wells ripped and crashed through the Oklahoma

defense, -which was giving all it had to stem this withering assault that had
piled up a 20 to 6 lead at the half, '

At the end of the half, radio reports announced that Kansas State had
won at Manhattan. So the next 30 minutes would see Kansas and Oklahoma fighting
for an undisputed crown -- with Kansas enjoying a l4-point lead,

So long as thers are playving minutes left, Oklahona is never defeated.
Undaunted by their handicap, the Oklahoma Sooners swore that they would still
make a game out of it. As Oklahoma unleashed an attack which whittled down the
one-sided Kansas advantage, silence fell over the confident Kansas Crowd. Okla -

homa had scored 10 points in the first 4 minutes of the last half, Wl‘bhout
Kensas tallving. Score, Kansas 20 -- Oklahoma 16.

So the championship still remained disputed. But the tornado which
struck in those early minutes of the game had devastated too much territory to
be regained quickly. It was only the psychic stimulus generated by the nare
circumstances preceding this game that stayed the desperate assaults of these
superb and fighting Oklahorans. Unfortunately for then, they met Kansas on a
night when e sensational climax to a season's pley heightened Kansas' fighting
morale.,

Kansas Won in a drivizlg finish 31-27. After the game, Bill said, "Doec,
I can still hear the droning of that plane in my ears." To this I replied,

"Is there any wonder, Bill? After your two charging rides? One into the clouds
and the other to victorv."

I was wondering, too, althoufrh I didn't say it, if, over and above all
the din and confusion of that great crowd and over &nd above that persistent
droning of the plane in his ears, Bill, at times during the game, had not seen
a stalwart though aged pioneer moving with him from place to place and whisper-
ing that all wasswell,

* J. Alan Coogan was a student reporter at K.U. for the Kansas City Journal-Post
at that time, Early in the day he had confidentially wired Bill Johnson at his
home asking if he were going to fly up. Alan was plamning e scoop on the other
papers, as the air was charged with rumors., Fortunately, Bill had the presence
of mind to reply in the negative. Later, as a newspaper man, Alan Coogan scooped
the entire newspaper world in the Huey Long essassination. He was on the spot

when the firing took place., He is now Director in Brazil of the Unlited Press
Assocliations,

Those stimulating athletic activities of college days are always en-
shrined in the hearts of loyal Javhawker alummi, just as are the herolc and
valorous acts of our fighting men of the armed forces imperishably enshrined
in the hearts of our countrymen. And just to think five or six years ago our
people said that our youth are too soft. They are not tough enough. What a
metamorphosis ! Our youth have proved that they can tgke it, and they can dish
it out! This is evidenced by the letters that I reveive in every mail from our
boys over there, and over there,

Big Otto Schnellbgcher, Box 711, Amarillo, Texas, is in the B-29 train-
ing, and says that he has still about two months to pe before he flies west and
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finishes off the Nips, He closes with a very extraordinary flourish when he says,
"See you when Japan joins Hitler in hell,."

Otto's teammate, Big, good-natured "Jocko" Ballard, APO 263, New York,
writes me on April 24 from Germany. He says he has been in the Rraut country
for some time. Jack says, "Have just finished the battle of the Ruhr pocket

and am at present (several words deleted). Wish I had the Pflougorville Pflash's

address as I might run across him and never know it." "'11 enclose it for 70U,
Jacko., | '

continuing, Jack says, "After going thru the Siegfried line, which I
might add is really something, I had the honor of belng one of the first to eross
the Rhine from my Division. lade my first crossing at Worms just north of Man-
heim. The next time I crossed just south of Coblenz and have been all over east-
ern Germany. It has been an education in itself Lut I would rather see the
country without running into an escort of 8ats every time you come to a cross-
road « « - « « « I never really appreciated the Constitution with all its freedons
wntil I seaw the people of Germany. Really they are in a sad condition when they
don't lmow what's happening to their country until the Allies strike » and boy,
do they hit 'em. lot all tovms are bombed, some are taken intact with the ex-
ception of a few minor reparations, but the majority” of the larger cities look
like a brick factory, they are so flate d ¢ o o« I speak for all of my buddies over
here when I say the passing of President Roosevelt came as a coriplete shock. We
first heard it over a Spanish broadcast and then BRBC came on the air., I was on
the front at the time and could scarecely believe my ears., ditler's remark about
fate taking the world's greatest war crininal made me burn with anger. I'd sure
like to be the lucky guy to settle with him. Well, spring is in the air, both
at home and abroad. The o0ld familiar call of 'play ball' is echoing from the
meny ball parks at home. Sure would enjoy seeing a good gamne. « « « Tell Dr,

R H, Wheéler that I'1ll be dropping him a line as soon as I can."

Iy good friend, Lt. Commander A, W, "Jack" Helling, who was with the
Seabees in the Aleutians and who is now at the Public Worls Dept. of the U.S.
Marine Corps Air Station et Cherry Point, N.C., adds rather an interesting line,
"Will see you shortly after the Yanks black out the Rising Sun,"

_ Lt. (Je) Arthur L. Nichols, MC, USNR , APA 90, San Francisco, writes
fron far out in the Pacific to say that he enjoys reading the Rebounds, Art

says they are passed along from Kansan to Kansan, and "the copy I now have be-
fore me has been on four different ships to my knowledge, and as soon as I have

1t completed I'll hand it on. There is no gereater morale builder than news fron
home. I recently had the opportunity to have a real old-fashioned bull session
with Dr. Dean Brooks, Dr. Francisco's son, Dr. Dave, and Phil Hohe  all are
Kensas medics -~ but that get-togerher would surpass any Saturday night quarter-
back club., We replayed every game in the past Big Six basketball conference.
Duties out here as a medical officer don't keep one too busy - at times there is
plenty to do - such as in the recent Iwo Jima invasion. All of us there regretted
the loss of Fred Ebverhardt, a boy that all Kansans can be proud ofs With the
resent good turn of events in Furope, we are all heping things out here will soon
be at an ed. Again let me say that your esfort in keeping us informed of the
athletics there at K.U. really help to make omne forget the combat out here,"

Thanks, Art. We will put you on the mailing list, and if you know of
other Kansas Jayhawkers that would like the Rebonnds have them ¢ rop us a line
and we will respond pronto.,

Lt. Gbrd_on Stucker, who lettered in both fno‘bbEj.ll and basketball two
years prior to his entering the service, has received his commission at Fort
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lay 26, 1:945

Dear Fellow Jayhawkers:

. ...+~ In our Jayhawk Rebounds issue No. 15 last month I promised that I would
reprint the story of "Listening For A Droning Plane", and the Tight that Bill
Johnson waged on that memorable night back in 1932 when Kansas, lMissouri and

. Okishoma were fighting it out for first place in ‘the Big Six championship basket-

ball race.

~Back in 1924 when 1 wrote "Iy Basketball Bible", I wrote a story about

the big geme - that Kansas-llissouri epic struggle back in 1923 , ‘déscribing the

- & -
. « B TN

ever-victorious team when they confqﬁere’d the Tigers twicé in a single year. ' My
purpose in writing this story was to try to impress the coaches eénd readers that
inspirational ccaching plays a great part in vietories.:” It is just as wvaluable
for & coach to recognize the psychology of coaching as it°is for him To know
plays, formations and also %o understand the phys ical structure of the boys who

..are playing on the team. .

In the pres‘ent‘book_," "Botter Basketball", T ‘have enlarged that section

- under the heading, Tales of the Yesteryoars. There are seéven-yarns that I have
.. 1. gotten together and all of them are based on factsy This story of Bill Johnson
.18 as definitely a part of my teaching of basketball as are the .fundamentals

contained in my text.

 Listening For A Droning Plane
‘For I dipt into the future, far as = . °

Human eye could see, - - 01 o3e* |
Saw the Vision of the world, ‘and all ..°" "=
" "The wonder that would bey = oL LL]
Saw the heavens fill with commerce,
. . Argosies of magic salls,
*" Pilots of the purple twilight 'dropping = .=
‘Down with costly bales; ol b
¢ Py gty ey = Py
Heard the heavens fill with shouting,
' {And there rained a ‘ghastly dew -
* From the nation's airy navies grappling = -
In the central bluc. ~--Tenyson.

~ In his lone f'lri-g'ﬁt from America to France, Charles 4. Lindbergh, in

. 1927 ,' hooked up the Statueof Liberty and the _Eiffe*l; Tower, and thus fﬁr"'l';l‘ﬁ‘r

materialized this poet's pr'o’hphe"ti*c' dream of almost a ~-o§éf1tury- bofcore, -

In losser degree, in his own smaller world in The middle Wesf, Bill

Johnghoﬂnl, phenomenal 'Kan}sa's cen"bfezi" of 1932, **e'léctrifi:‘ed‘: Baské'l:.ball follcwers by a

heroic flight from his family's ‘grave Yot in The cometery at Okighoma City,
Okla., to the basketball court on Mount Cread at the University o Karisagc®

‘On this particular Saturday nigh%, the universivics of Misscuri, Okla-
homa, and Kansas were facing thoir final gomes 1n +the 'Pig Six Conference Champ-
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ionship rgece, with possibilities of a triple tie for honors,

Kansas was schoduled to meet. Oklo.homa at ‘Lawrence, Kan,, and on the
same night Missouri was to oot Konsas State at lManhattan, Kan., Should Oklahoma
defeat Kensas ond should Missouri win from Kansas State, the Big Six would be
deadlecked with the three state universities in o dogfalls

Ko.nsas hod lest ho'r“fi'rst two conferonce gomos of the season, but after
the loss ef those games had remained undefeated. Oklahoma was eruising along at
a terrific rate, and Missouri was looked upon as a most dangorous oontonder. _Ine -

_. Kansas too.m soomod 'l:o ple up inoreasa.ng power with each victory.

. Upon B:Lll Johnson, a sonior o.nd an olonga'l:od and vorsa'tllo rapier of the
pe ,boske'bball oourt, Kensas pinnecd hor chiefgst hcpes. Por two years, Bill had
shown the way: to 'all Big Six centers. - He had no peers in his position, And since
Kansas had held the Big Six Conferencc Championship for tho two prooodlng yoars,

ﬁtho raoo took on & Kanso.s hue .

= AS tho soason advanood, _ tho Kansas Juyho.wkors WOTG moving in high goar=--
_mowing down all opposition.with relentless and ruthless regularity. This hectio
. “struggle for the champicnship had g*lppod the 1,n0.gination of the on'biro region
of tho great plains statcs. Column aftor column.of. nowspapor space wos dovotod
to this unusuo.l ro.oo, and ovorybody was on odgo over the outcomo,

' But as is so of‘ton 'bho caso 1n man's bost laid sohomos, scmothing
happonod. On Wednesday afternoon, tho Kensans had thoir last grucling workout,

*'We had planned: te.polish: of f during the romonining threc days, Our scrimmoge wos

most satisfying. In-fact, 7Too sa'bisfying. Everything clicked. The machine
- glldod with no lost motlon. ., Johnson ond the rost of his toammatos were suporb,

shoeting, passing, and hitting with uwneanny skill. Suroly if they could function
like this on theoir game night, just thrce days awo.y, no Okl ahcma toom ooqu stop
them,

But, cven 'bhon, > y had a promonition that overything was too perfoct.
After practice, press corrcospondents quoriod mo.as to tho probable outcome of tho
game., A strange foreboding gripped me. I secmed to fool that something would
happen to my ace, Bill Johnson. The: bugboo.r of injuries haunted me. 1 told
them, "If Blll Johnson doosn"b broo.lf a log, Oklahoma will be in for a busy Satur-
da.y nlght. - . | -

On that. ‘samo Wedne sdo.y nigh'b, whlle I Was. at dinner, the telephone rang
and a friend informed me that Bill Johnson's father had died suddenly in his home
at Oklahoma City, 400 mllos o.woy.. i ..

Bill 1eft on 'l:ho night tro.in ﬂ.nd wn.th him, so it scomed, went Kansas'
chances :f'or its ‘bhird ounsoou‘bive Big Six Championship.

Normo.n, the home of the Unlvers i.ty of Oklohoma, is just 18 miles from
Oklo.hom City, the home of the Johnscns. . Tho athlotic authoritics at the Unive
ersity of Oklahoma ‘were boswgod by the press throughout this conference aroca to
postpone the game until the fellowing week, so that the two toams could moo'b at
full strongth. But the Olclahomans wanted to play the game on schodules

The :f‘unoral hour of‘ Bill Johnson s pionoer fo.'bhor, origlnally set for

Friday. was changed to Saturday o.t 2:30 p.ms, in order to accommodato relo.'bivos
from a distance. - * . |

.‘ i1l Yensas home games werc .scheduled at 7:30 p.ms Apparently therc was
~no way for Bill Johnson to travel 400 miles after his father's f{uneral and p.lay

the game. Cortain defoat faced Kansas, Ckiohoma had been +the runner-up to Kansas
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in the two previous conflergnece: races, _a.nd now . in, 'l:his 'bhird year fate seened to
decree Oklahoma v:\.c'bory. 10

2 108D Swzm Johnson, & one—-tlme Swedish imigran'b boy and fa.ther of Bill, had
'blo.zed the hot '‘and dusty trail from lowa. to Oklahoma in 1889 to homostoad much

~‘of the land that he possessed.at tha time oi’ his death.. He had, at all times,
evinced an intense pride and interest in Bill's basketball achlevements. On the

«‘day of his .death, a half-page picture of Bill was printed on the ‘sports pageé of
~'his leocal papers. With justifiable pride 'he had commented to B:Lll' S mother, e

hope Bill plays the game of his life, Saturday night." e J

25 - 0 This: significaont statement proved to be the real challenge in Bill's

~  final’ deeision to try to:get back to.play. Close friends of the family had
“counseled with’ his mother ond had.urged that, if at all posmble for Bill te

reach Lawrence, he should play in this, his final gome, and thus fuli‘ill 'bhe

_ last w1sh of hls fa'bher.

siil Loe C. 0. ("Cob") lurnside, remdlng in B:Lll's home 'bown, a fraterni‘cy
-brb’cher of Bill's and a loyal alumus of Kansas, through his intimoate friendship
for the Johnson family, convinced Mrs. Johnson to send her boy by airplane to

answer the call of Kansas.
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L samilea Already -the morning a.nd the afternoon newspapers had announced tha't
Ke,nsa.s would play without her .superstan,. _Blll Johnson. X .

During the day, many offers from businessmen and from university groups
to sponsor a flight o Oklahoma to get Johnson came to me. But all such propos-
"‘als had ‘recoived a deaf ear. Strong head winds and air, pockets aplenty made a
400-mile hop under adverse weather conditions seem too perllous to cons ider. .

{0 ‘However; ‘during. the afternoon, another fraternity brother of Bill's,
Maurice Ls ‘Breidenthal of -Kansas City, Kans, ond a most, loyal alumnus of Kansas,
' telephoned to me that he and Cob Burnside of . Ok lahoma City had arranged for a

commersial plane to attempt the flight. to brlng Bill Johnson from Oklohoma City
1n ‘blme for the go.me.

"""n

The pos s:Lble danger of a forced landlng or a cr&ck-—up precluded the wis=-
dom of informing the Kansas team of this contemplated air trip. The group re-
actl on mi:gh*b ha.ve been most: de'l:rlnen'ba,l should the pla.n have failed.

The ga.me between 111530111‘1 and Kansas S‘tate at Manha‘btan, Kan., was to be
salled for 7:30 pem., the same time as was the Kensas-0Oklahoma game to be called
" ‘at Lawrence, After the,information concerning Johnson wa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>