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ionship rgece, with possibilities of a triple tie for honors,

Kansas was schoduled to meet. Oklo.homa at ‘Lawrence, Kan,, and on the
same night Missouri was to oot Konsas State at lManhattan, Kan. Should Oklahoma
defeat Kensas ond should Missouri win from Kansas State, the Big Six would be
deadlecked with the three state universities in o dogfalls

Ko.nsas hod lest ho'r“fi'rst two conferonce gomos of the season, but after
the loss ef those games had remained undefeated. Oklahoma was eruising along at
a terrific rate, and Missouri was looked upon as a most dangorous oontonder. o

_. Kansas too.m soomod 'l:o ple up inoreosa.ng power with each victory.

. Upon B:Lll Johnson, a sonior o.nd an olongo:l:.od and vorso.'tn.lo rapier of the
pe ,bosko'bball oourt, Kensas pinnecd hor chiefgst hcpes. Por two years, Bill had
shown the way: to 'all Big Six centers. - He had no peers in his position, And since
Kansas had held the Big Six Conferencc Championship for the two prooodlng yoars,

ﬁtho raoo took on & Ko.nso.s hue .

- a0 As tho soason advonood tho Kansas Juyho.wkors WOTe moving in high goor=--
_mowing down all opposition.with relentless and ruthless rogularity. This hectioe
. “struggle for the champicnship had gripped tho 1,n0.gination of the on'biro rogion
of tho great plains statcs. Column aftor column.of nowspapor space wos dovotod
to this unusuo.l ro.oe, and ovorybody was on odgo over the outcomo,

' But as is so of‘ton 'bho caso 1n man's bost laid sohomos, scmothing
happoned. On Wednesday afteornoon, tho Kensans had thoir last grucling workout,

*'We had planned: te.polish: of f during the romonining threc days, Our scrimmoge wos

most satisfying. In-fact, 7Too sa'bisfying. Everything clicked. The machine
- glldod with no lost motlon. ., Johnson ond the rost of his toommatos were suporb,

shoeting, passing, and hitting with uwneanny skill. Suroly if they could function
like this on theoir game night, just thrce days owo.y, no Okl ahcma toom ooqu stop
them,

But, cven 'bhon, > y had a promonition that overything was too perfoct.
After practice, press corrospondents quoriod mo.as to tho probable outcome of tho
game., A strange foreboding gripped me. I secmed to fool that something would
happen to my ace, Bill Johnson. The: bugboo.r of injuries haunted me. 1 told
them, "I Blll Johnson doosn"b broo.lf a log, Oklahoma will be in for a busy Satur-
da.y nlght. - . | -

On that. ‘samo Wedne sdo.y nigh'b, whlle I Was. at dinner, the telephone rang
and a friend informed me that Bill Johnson's father had died suddenly in his home
at Oklahoma City, 400 mllos o.woy.. i ..

Bill 1ef'b on 'l:ho night train ﬂ.nd wn.th him, so it scomed, went Kansas'
chances :f'or its ‘bhird oonsoou‘bive Big Six Championship.

Normo.n, the home of the Unlvers i.ty of Oklohoma, is just 18 miles from
Oklo.hcm City, the home of the Johnscns. . Tho athlotic authoritics at the Unive
ersity of Oklahoma ‘were boswgod by the pross throughout this conference aroca to
postpone the game until the fellowing week, so that the two toams could moo'b at
full strongth. But the Olclahomans wanted to play the game on schodules

The :f‘unoral hour of‘ Bill Johnson s pionoer fo.'bher, origlnally set for

Friday. was changed to Saturday o.t 2:30 p.ms, in order to accommodato relo.tivos
from a distance. - * . |

.‘ i1l Yensas home games werc scheduled at 7:30 p.ms Apparently therc was
~no way for Bill Johnson to travel 400 miles after his father's f{uneral and p.lay

the game. Cortain defoat faced Kansas, Ckiohoma had been +the runner-up to Kansas



