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in the two previous conflergnece: races, _a.nd now . in, 'l:his 'bhird year fate seened to
decree Oklahoma v:\.c'bory. 10

2 108D Swan Johnson, & one—-tlme Swedish imigran'b boy and fa.ther of Bill, had
'blo.zed the hot '‘and dusty trail from lowa. to Oklahoma in 1889 to homostoad much

~‘of the land that he possessed.at tha time oi’ his death.. He had, at all times,
evinced an intense pride and interest in Bill's basketball achlevements. On the

«‘day of his.death, a half-page picture of Bill was printed on the ‘sports pageé of
~'his leocal papers. With justifiable pride 'he had commented to B:Lll' S mother, e

hope Bill plays the game of his life, Saturdey night." e g

25 - 0 This significont statement proved to be the real challenge in Bill's

~ final’ deeision to try to:get back to.play. Close friends of the family had
“counseled with’ his mother ond had.urged that, if at all posmble for Bill te

reach Lawrence, he should play in this, his final gome, and thus fuli‘ill 'bhe

_ last w:r.sh of hls fa'bher.

slil Loe C. 0. ("Cob") lurnside, remdlng in B:Lll's home 'tawn, a fraterni‘cy
-brb’cher of Bill's and a loyal alumus of Kansas, through his intimate friendship
for the Johnson family, convinced Mrs. Johnson to send her boy by airplane to

answer the call of Kansas.
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L samrlea Already -the morning a.nd the afternoon newspapers had announced that
Ke,nsa.s would play without her .superstan,. _Blll Johnson. . .

During the day, many offers from businessmen and from university groups
to sponsor a flight to Oklahoma to get Johnson came to me., But all such propos-
"‘als hed ‘recoived a deaf ear. Strong head winds and air, pockets aplenty made a
400-mile hop under adverse weather conditions seem too pqulous to cons ider. .

{0 ‘However; ‘during. the afternoon, another fraternity brother of Bill's,
Maurice Ls ‘Breidenthal of -Kansas City, Kans, ond a most, loyal alumnus of Kansas,
' telephoned to me that he and Cob Burnside of . Ok lahoma City had arranged for a

commersial plane to attempt the flight. to brlng Bill Johnson from Oklohoma City

1n ‘blme for the go.me.
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The pos s:Lble danger of.' a forced landlng or a craok—up precluded the wis-
dom of informing the Kansas team of this contemplated air trip. The group re-
actl on mi:gh*b ha.ve been most: de'l:rlnen'ba,l should the pla.n have failed,

The ga.me between 111830111‘1 and Kansas S‘tate at Manha'btan, Kan., was to be
salled for 7:30 pem., the same time as was the Kensas-0Oklahoma game to be called
" ‘at Lawrence, After the,information concerning Johnson was received, and since
' the home ‘teams are responsible for settlng the: startlng time of.' 'bhe games, we

changed our s tartlng time to 8:00 peme .

- Immediately bulletins wore published in the press and broadcast by

J‘ .radm that the Kansaa-Oklahoma game would be called at 8:00 pam.,ﬁ instead. of
7:30 peMe, 88 usual. On aocou.m: of the pos sible effect upon the ‘teoam, we were

forced to keep our prinary reason for this change of time a secret, glvlng a.s
+ Lreason for the:postponement our desirerto have Kansas followers listen in on 'the
first half of the important Mis sauri-Kansas S'ta'be game, Ibeing played et lManhattan,

- We. installed loud-speskers in, the:Kansas field house for these radio

- freports of the first half of the Mis sourz.-hans as State gome s If Missouri should

. win their game, then. the winner of the Kansas-Oklahoma gudabile would be tied with
Missouri for the title. But, if I ‘issouri should losca and Kansas should win,

| Kansas would be the undisputed champicn of the Big Six Conference for the third
', consecutive time. . We were hoping. that this additional 30 minutes would land Bill



