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" Johnson in our dressing rooms in time for "the"fge.frh‘e\a"' '

. - Our teem's pregame moal was a tense though drdb affe.lr. ' The group was

g on edge. The air we.s charged 'with men‘be.l staticy " Not one player mentioncd the
PI‘ObElbll.Lty of Bill‘e coming, - Al day ‘the prese ‘hed ‘annourced for a certalinty

. that Jo}ms on was deflni‘tely out of the game.- Tihon 'T''excused myself, presumably
0 step out for en ‘instant, ‘anxious end ‘startled looks swopt from one player to
,..enother. | ...;cfmally, “I'had" lef'l: them, in‘ce‘nnlng t0 ‘accompany Dr. . J. Anderson,
our Medical Adviser, ‘bo '\:he “1ocal’ e.irpcn‘t to ‘meet’ dﬂd B neeesse.ry, to adnminister
to our expected and most ‘Welconme ‘air passenger. 0 L o0 o [118 sqed

¥ A‘c *the airpor‘c minutes flew. “Soon darlmees came ‘on-and made a landing
at- our . unllgh+ed eirpf‘rt impdssible. Se- e.nxious was our vlgil and so intense our
watch that, e.t tw:Llight I called to Dr. Anderson, "Here comes B:Lll frem the .south-

west.'" : . 3 voig bl ol (O

. Fervently desn.rlng his arrival, I had peered SO m‘censely 1nto 'bhe fare
-___.;_dlste.n’c horizoﬁ 'l:he.'b a piece of waving heavy- 'te.pe ‘had créatéed an optical illusion
~_which made me see the 'bhlng 'l:he.’b I mee‘e deeired to soe==an eirpldne with Blll

Johnson in it. = tvnon Jvll

UgRaF With piteh dark upon us, nonplused and cenfused a.nd disappo:.nted and
minus our prized’ cargo, we hasti 1y drcve the '3 riiles back to ‘the gyrmasiums, I
entered the team's quarters and ‘found - the' boys, outwardly quiet, dressing.for
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s Mlnutes were precioue 16w,  Less “than ‘an ‘hour reémained. ‘Eyes were
e.nxlous, musclos tau'E‘ My un‘timely absence was still a mystery: to ‘bhem. Y_.e’c
T 'had not a word mor & sigh firom our precious argosy of the airl 0D

| Serlous bﬁsiness this, A1l minds and hedrts .01 the game -just ahead,
Suddenly, ‘l:hls orinous sz.lenée prbved too much for 6né of our-playeérss ~He rushed
~up and’ che.llehged me with’ o shout, "You Know whére Bill Johnson isl .You know
where he is! Even if he doesn't show up, I'1l win: that dmnn game myself." :
. "Quiet, you, I shouted, I did not know where Blll wo.s e.nd 50 stated in
emphe.t:.e terms e.nd or‘dered him to restrdin and ce.lm himself. g el

S‘ud“de‘nly," a""su:'rmnons come from the ou‘bside, "Telephone for you, . Coa.ch
Allen," I ru?hed upstalrs to the telephone and to my unres’cre.ined delight ever
the Wires came ’che vo:l.ce ef ‘che argonaut of Kansas' hopes. oY QR

. Long pe.st nigh'tfe.ll ‘the ‘'ship had- landed e.t ‘8 ligh‘t;ed airport some S0
miles away. Bill Johnson had taxied from there to our ‘ovn city: linits e.nd had
telephoned me to ask if he should eat before coming ‘oms to the gymnasiums

Three hours and a half by air and 30" minutes overland by taxli had left

Bill groggy. He h&d but 30 minutes to come the" remaining & m.les, 'bo dress, and
o warm up before 'the whistle blastea 'bhe star’c o:E' 'bhe ge.me. 8 geliled UG

_ "Ee.‘t nothin I ehou_ted. "For heaven s se.ke Jump in that texi ahd tear
“up here with all your migh‘t." anasoi-in | | 3 Lan i

e Baek downsta.irs g b lunged. i fe.lrly i‘lew into the dreesing rooms I was
.'_treading on thin e.1r. ok e Whlspered the - good news to my assistan’t coach ‘and’ told
him to stay behind and help Bill and bri ng hJ.m ‘l:o the field house as soon as
poss:.ble. lie had but 25" mlnutes 168%5 " Sk

"Come on, gongi" I -s‘heu‘ted, "Ovor ‘and ‘after those Oklahoma Soonersi"



