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fine until one day they got me and my boys in a hot-boxs I thcught for a
while they were going to c2ll in the ouvtfielders to get us outs Fortun-
ately for us, however, wec got out before they had tinme,

I have called it a gamo, Doc, and to me that's just about how it scemed.
The scme 1s true for most of the boys that return. The had part of the
whole war is inlse boys who give tihcir life tc wine I had some of those
and for tiem 1t must have been mcre than o game.

£leanor's wedcding must have been a.very impressive affair from the way
you descrited ite Tou and Mrs. .llen aro just about bazk where you
started, ds far as child: on are cmn..erned, aren't you? Well, the Bible
says, It is good to marry™, and I think 1'1ll try it myself some day. I
hopo '44 will sce then woll on their rocd to happilness.,

The athletic sitvation sounds good. “iish I was in the big middle of it.
we mey have a little. athlctic activity around here pretty soon,

Thanks to the boys that romembered me in their letters.

Yours  truly, _
: T-HMbone ] "

T.P., they will have a tough time striking you out, brother. When you begin %o
bat those eycs the opposition had better look out, and I know you are throwing
e. 1ot more stuff at them than basketballs and baseballs over there. I remembor
nighty well when you went down to try for your commission in the llarines, Hit
..lien, Bob .llea and a host cf other boys that I tallked with -said, "I'1ll bet
0ld T. P, makes & great officer", and they weren't missing a bet either on that
gucss. Everyone of us would put our last dollar on you, old fellow.

The Kansas basketball team pléjéd the Fort ‘illey CeteTeCe oOn Fébruary 7
et Junction City .and we stopped in the banl: to sce tho dad.of -our former 2
scintillating star in basketball and track, Fen Durand. Captain Fen writes as

follows:

Cap't F. .. Durand, s <6 January 1944

H-S Co,., .2nd .mph, Tr, Bn., ' Dear Doe:

2nd Marince Division, ' I haven't written la'l:oly so I'1ll
c/o Fleet Posteffice, - drop vou a short note, Bill McKinley
San Francisco, California, droppcd over for a icw minutes this

afterncon, and in discussing X,U., I
recalled 'tha't I hadn't written for some time, Your ncws shcets, Rebounds,
have been comng in regular.iy and I reclly appreciate theme

I was ro11°‘hly 1ndoctr1na'tod into actlon on 20 November when I landed in
tho. asszult wave against the Japs on Tarawa. Aftor having my landing
craft shot out from under me when 100 yaras from the beach, I spont nearly
two hours swirming in the water before reaching shcre. These Japs are
worthy opponcnts and we llarines don't uaderestimote them. I was lucky to

survive since about one-h'111 of' those in my craft were killed and several
others wo....nded.

it present we are in a "rest" camp (so-called), where we are again under-
taking strenuous training in preparation for the next opecratione. We man-



