1l,

and the weather was the worst that could *e experionced. The boats were churn-
ing in the ocecan torrifienlly 'T:-'..;.'t- e bt sounad t9 eettlc sorasnaly on the

ocean's surface, the sum brokwe throuzn, ned almost ¢s a spoulight ihe sun shone
on t¥e shig showing the name of *‘hu i ::m ond 1t was U.S.8. Califcrnial So, IHub,
get on that U.S.S. California and ride through %o sunshine. Good luck, Hube:

kngse He Jo UlriCh, January 10, .1944,

Come MaToBs Ord Fleet, - »

q/o Fleet Postoffice, Dear Coach:

San I'rencisno, Calif, I haven't been away very long, but

can tell already how much things like
your Jayhoawk Rebounds help ou'b. I left the states in December and am.
temporarily stationed here awaiting furthe:r transportation. It is..one of
the many islands ocut here and is very beautiful oorsisting of very-derse
foliage and mcnv flowers, shrudbs, and othor trecpical 1lifes If the circun-
stances were different it would be a very picesant vacaticne Huaeb

The weather is hot and wet, the humidi+y is very high causing metal %o
ruvst quickly and envelopes to stick coget.-er. lf0ld accumru.iates ca every-
thing left idle for scveral days, It rains at least once every 24 hovrs,
ard when it isni!t raining-the sun.is oxtremely hot,

I want you to tell all thb boys hello for me and give the P, 3. fellows
a word; and don't forget old Nesmith - remlnu him I will be aroun" for

my rub-down in about a years

: Sincerely, |
' Huby "~ =
Ensign Ernest J, Venek, . 5 - January 4, 1944
U. S, Naval Pre-rFlight School, -
St. Mary's College, Calif, Dear Doc:

This is just a little note ts let
you know that we certainly miss seeing some of those good besketball
games that we used to see. Hank Luisetti is one of the officers on this
base., I can easily see why John Bunn had such a wenderful baskethall

team. He sure has an eye for the basket, and is a darn good toam man also,

You probably know by now that I was assigned to the athletic department
ard put into the swimming department. Besides teaching at least rcur
hcurs a day, I have had the assignment of keeping up permanens reccras
for apprdximately 1700 cadets who have to rass at leact 8 tests to gradu-
ate. Some pass as high as 17 tests; the additional tests btetter their

grodess This month I have been given the head of the Swimmirg Sports
Program Dept., This consists of handling about 125 cacets every afternoon
from 4 pem. to 5:30. These cadets ars divided into 5§ platoons and each
pletoon has a coach, We have competition for these cadets in individuel

events, relays and water polo..

Give my regards to T{enry and 'l:he gange. I hope you have a very successful

basketball season.
Sincerely,

Ernie. 5

So Zrnie Vanok is asse ma"-lnp; with Hank Luiscttil Hank is a greatv guy.
Ernie., Teil him that ke soid i@ o memtersaip in the "Buck a Month Cluvb, o+aa-



