prettiest girls eof Beleit, Kamsas. Cengratulatiemns te yeu, Bill and
Marzaret, and may every zeed thing ceme te yeu and yeurs. Bill played
feotball here in 19540,

Maj. Fen A, Durand, Fleet Pesteffice, San Francisce, wrete en Dec. l2th:
"I have been back with my battalien for nearly a menth new, and its mighty
difficult te realize that I have spent a merth's leave at heme. After such
& leave its teuzh te settle dewm te this military life again, but it seems
there is ne altorna‘tlvc. e « Af'ter seeing you in Lawrence, we went exn te
Favette, le., where Katie axd I were married om Oct. 2lst. IHer father wus
Dr. lerrill Smith of Fayette, whem yeu might have knewn abeut twenty years
820¢ o « o We flew te Sar Francisce where we spent ten days er se befere 1
had te leave fer everseas agdin. DBelieve me, its hard te leave that secend
time, especially after havianz just been married! . . « I firally receivec
word that Dama is inm seutherm France. Se far as I knmew he has net yet been
in aetien, but undeubtedly he will seen have that eppertumity. . . . finem
sheuld I see the ether day eut here but Mike Sihlanick, whe is & Lte. in the
UeS./1.Cos We had & fine talk tegether and he asked that I relay his regerds
te you and Dean Nesmith. I certainly enjeyed seeing yeu and yeur family
egein and wish that I couléd have had a lenger visit with yeu alle Give my

my regerds te Henry Shenk and Dean MNesmith, and the best ef luck ‘te the
Jayhawkers during basketball seasen,”

Fen, veur letter came just after we had received werdé of the pessing
of yeur wendsrful dad en December 24th in Junmctien City. I recall with
what animatien and pride he walked inte the effice here with ysu im Octeber,
I ceuld see his fierce pride and leve fer his three fine sens whe are all in -
the service. Put life is iike that. lire Durand filled a wenderful missiexn
in life. Besides havinz ene ef the mest hespitable hemes in Junctien City,
zraced with the presesce ef the wenderful mether eof his bsys, he was knewn
threugheut his exntire cemmunity as one eof the mest public spiritec and ene

ef the mest durable citizers of Kansas. The plan eof liie has been fulfilled.
Qur -deepest sympathies te his bereaved family,

I have just teday received a letter from Capte. Clint Kanaga, USMCR, Fleet
Pesteffice, San Francisce, whe says, "Have time fer a nete se I theught I'd

let you kmew that I'm fine as can be. Teday makes a year eur ship has been

eut of the States and 13 menths en sea duty fer me. Its gene fast -1944- and

I can't say that its beer meneteneus and uninteresting all the time. The

war has gene & leng way in a year - frem England te the German berder in Eurepe,

and from Kwajalein te Luzem in the Pacific. Maybe 2 year frem new we will be

in Berlin and Tekie. We have excitement eccasienally but met day after day

under adverse cenditiens like the infantry. « « « Haven't had any mail fer a

ceuple of weeks se sheuld get seme seen. I always enjey your newsletter -

- its splendid fer yeu te keep that up fer I knew everyene everseas eats up every
word of ite « « Hope yeu have 2 geed ball club. One thing sure, when the war

is ever - with Evens, Snelly, and the rest back we'll take them apzrt again, ."

Well, Srelly is up te his eld tricks! I think many ef yeu will be ixn-
terested in this letter frem Capt. Fred G. Heinlen, Asst. Physical Training
Officer at Selman Field, where Snelly has been.

"I theught yeu might be interested in hearing abeut ene eof your beys, Otte
Schrellbacher. He has just left eur field te enter Bembardier's Scheel
but while he was here he did a fine jeb as a seldier and as an athlete.

- "He was the eutstanmdimg bey en eur feetball team this year. His defensive
end play and his pass catching ability was the best any ef us have ever
seen aroeund here. He played the last five ball games we had and made the
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