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Jen., 6, 1940

Dr, forrest C. Allen
Varsity Basketball Coach
University of Kansas

Dear Coach:

: Here we are knocking on your door again, and this time
it 8 a story about yourself that we want. In view of the fact that
your teams have won 22 out of 29 Big Six titles, plus the fact that
your son Bob is a vital part of your current team, we'd like to do
a yarn on Dr, Forrest C, Allen and a view of his views on basketball.

W?lve got plenty of biographical dope on you, coach. Among
the notes we d like to have from you are:

What you consider the biggest reason why basketball has
mushroomed to such popularity.e..oVWhat you think basketball is headed
foreseetow it can be improved, if possiblecs..What you think is wrong
with the game, if anythinge...'easons for your great success at
“angasScessWho is the greatest player you've coached...Greatest you've
SeeNeeoe2 few notes about your basketball playiung son...and anything
else of background interest that you care to tell about yoursslf.

And if you have a picture of Bob and yourself, taken
together, we could make good use of that, tooe

Thanx much for past favors, and we're hoping you'll
be able to help us out again with this request,

Sincerely,
B et feel

Jer B‘ondfield

THE WORLD’S GREATEST NEWSPAPER FEATURE SERVICE
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Dp, Forrest C, Allen
Varsity DBasketball Coach
University of Kansas

Dgar Fhog:

It won' t be necessary for you to have McUraw-Hill send me
a copy of your book, "Better Basketbsll" because they already did
SO a year ago. And a swell book it 1s, too. I figured you already
had sent your copy on to me so it was too late to tell you. I'll
send i1t right back. e

Also under separate cover I'm shipping out the original
drawing of you, Bob and your alumni coaches. I thought you'd like
to have it. | |

: l also did a story in conjunction with it, but IJsuppose
you ve seen that in one of your Kansas papers.

Your trainer angle is a good one. I think we'll be using
something on it 1In a couple of weekss

Sincerely,

THE WORLD'S GREATEST NEWSPAPER FEATURE SERVICE
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‘ST THOMAS SEMINARY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

BASEBALL - HOCKEY - BASKETBALL - TENNIS
BLoOMFIELD, CONNECTICUT

January <5, 1940

Dr. Forrest C. Allen

Director of Physical Education
University of Kansas

lLawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen:

It has been quite some time since I have written to um although 1
still follow up with a great deal of interest, some, ?mppened
the other night against Missouri) with dismay, the do:mgs of your
Kansas team. 1 have your books, both of them and still find them
not only interesting but decidedly helpful.

I have a problem on my hands and wish you would help me. We start off
with the man-to-man, and stick to it until things go bad, then we
switch to the zone. We play the 3-2, although when the man comes

back in the bucket, my center drops back gquite a bit.

Here 1s what puzzles me. Perhaps if I tell you what we do first, then
you will be able to correct me. Assuming that we line up in the 3-2
position, and the ball is passed directly behind one of the forwards,
then my guard on that side comes up immediately and the forward turns
around. These two players, guard and forward, are supposed to smother
the ball and stop the second pass.

When this occurs, the other guard comes over immediately from his zone
and takes up a pos:.tlon under the basket, and is azy shoqgt ipto
the zone vacated by his fellow guard.s\ , M W

In the meantime, the center drops back and, depending on whether we

are behind or ahead, the other forward drops back to the vacated
guard zone or makes a fast break up the floor.

How do you play it? Putting the question another way, when the ball
18 passed behind a forward, what do the two men on the other side of
the court, guard and forward do? I wish that you would outline the
positions that the other men take when the ball has been passed inside.
I think that we play it better than any of the other teams around here
and yet, I am unable to find in your book where you have outline the
new positions for the men once that pass has been made inside.

Again, when the shot is taken over the heads of the players, that is
the long shot, what do your two forwards do? Some time when you have

a little time on your hands, I shall appreciate greatly your clarifying
the situation for me. There is a very decided difference of opinion

in this particular section as to just what should happen once that first



pass has been made inside.

Qur new gym has at last become a reality and while it will not be ready
this year, we will have it next year. That will be a great load off

my shoulders since, as I believe I told you some time ago, we practice

now in a playhall where, when I stand on toes, I can touch the ceiling.

Once a week, I have an opportunity to get the boys downtown but that is

not enough. ZEven at that, we have taken four of the =mix gameso,w'a all poOOY

coaches will say "We should not have lost those two." /\ soers

I have my youngster on the team this year. He is growing very fast, just
over the six-fodot mark and weighing nearly 160, He will not be sixteen

until next March so you can see that he is going to be a big fellow.

He is just a reserve this year, but next year, he should, with any luck
at all, be one of the first five. He has developed a nice left hand
shot and since he is a natural right-hander, it is getting rather hard
to stop him. All he needs is experience. Right now, he is the best

shot I have.

I hope that everything has been going along nicely out there, and that
all of you have been enjoying the best of health. I often think of
Milton, particularly in connection with that incident described in your
last book. It certainly turned out nicely, and the chances are that boti
of you recall, with pleasure and pride, what ha¢ gone on before. In
the final analysis, he was, wasn't he, a thoroughbred? Isn't it nice

to be able to say that, and isn't it still nicer to be able to realize
that you are not exaggerating in saying as much.

I am always glad to hear from you, and hope that you can find time during
an otherwise busy season to write me again. Kind personal regards.

Sincerely,

. @ : = AT
AJB:AG |

P. S. Will you, by any happy chance, be playing here in the LKast this
year? I have been hoping to find you on the Garden schedule., It just
so happens that my closest friend here is the sports editor of the
morning paper and when, and if, you do come East, we plan on being

on hand. R e B
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Dr. Forrest Allen,
University of Kansas,

Lawrence, Kansas.

Dear Phog:

I certainly enjoyed visiting with you after
the game at Manhattan Tuesday night. I wish you the best of
luck and hope you sweep the rest of your conference

cames.

My wife and 1 sincerely appreclated your
thoughtfulness in writing us when our daughter was borne.

With kindest personal regards, ¢:1 am.

Cordially yours,







L. W. MAYBERRY, SUPERINTENDENT BENJ. W. TRUESDELL, VICE-PRINCIPAL

WICHITA HIGH SCHOOL EAST

L. W. BROOKS, PRINCIPAL
WICHITA, KANSAS

August 16, 1939

. F. C. Allen
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

My dear Dr. Allen:

You may have heard that Edd Wood has resigned
as physical director and basketball coach at East
High School. We shall be looking for someone to
£111 his plece, and I should like to have you advise
us. I remember you told me once that you regarded
Dad Perry very highly for a position of that kind,
but I feel sure that he wouldn't be interested in
this place. Dad is not enthusiastic about coaching,
and we would not be able to pay him enough to tempt

him away from the job he now has.

The situation here in Wichita 1s not very

desirable right now. A great deal is expected of
the physical education men in the field of coaching,
and the salary is meager for that kind of work. I¢
isntt going to be that way forever, though. Wichita
has money enough to pay its teachers adequately, and
the time is not far off when there will be a suffi-
cient change in policy so that they can afford to
come to Wichita. I feel sure that a place in the
Wichita schools will eventually be worth while, 1if

i1t is not at the present moment.

If you have anyone whom you can recommend for
this place, I should feel most grateful to you if
vou would suggest it to him, and at the same time
let us know. I have asked that we go slow until
we get the right person, even though we have to
put on a substitute for a while.

Had a fine summer at Lawrence, and hope 1
will be asked to teach again. Thanking you for

this courtesy, I am

Very truly yours

S Brossky -

L. W. Brooks, Principal
Wichita High School East

LWB/bv



STANFORD UNIVERSITY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF MEN

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

August 18, 1939

Dr. Forrest C. Allen
Director of Physical Education

University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Dr. Allen:

Mr. Bunn is away from the campus
on vacation at the present time. Your

letters of August 11 and 12 will Dbe
brought to his attention when he returns

to the office on September 1.
Cordially yours,

e Ybeira i

Secretary.



805 West Sixth Street
Ottawe, Kansas
Sept. 10, 1939

Dr. F. C. Allen
Dept. of Phy. EA4.
University of Kansas

Desr Dr. Allen

When you were in Ottawa last sprine vou talked about

some work on Saturdsys. Would 1t be possible to get any
more than two hours on Saturdays.if I only worked two hours

on school days.

In your opinion would 1t be advisable to take B 0, %. 0O,
this fall or do you think that I would get enough exercise

in basketball.

As soon as I get my schedule arranged 1 shall be in to
see when I cen best get the work in without conflicting with
my courses. +he time is so short to answer this letter that

I shall be in to see you sometime next Friday.

Sincerely vours

P.S. I think I signed thls letter.












1







(:;ndfnaﬁs

SPORTSMAN'S PARK
St.Louls

September 28, 193°

Degr Mr. Allen,

I received your thoughtful message
and wish to thank you for thinking

of me.
Sincereijy@hs,

Mr. Forrest C. Allen
Director Physilcal Education
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas
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A, D. Browne, M. D,, Director

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Louisiana State University
University, Louisiana

Dear Sir:

I would like to have the titles of all theses and dissertations
that have been written since 1930 or dre in the process of writing in
the field of Health, Physical Education, and Recreation, or any sub-
jects that are closely related to these fields, For example, research
might have been carried on in physiology and the problem may be of
interest to our profession,

I am sending this letter to the departments of biology,
psychology, education, physical education, sociology, health education,
and recreation, May I request this‘information of anything in your
university that you know has been done. I would like to have the topic,
the department in which the work was carried on, the name of the stu-
dent, whether it is work on the Master's Degree or Doctor's Degree
level, the year completed, and if it has been made available in some
publication.

I would thank you for this information, and I will gladly
send you a copy of this report when it is completed.

Cordially yours,

A, D. Browne, M, D,
" Director

ADB: ML
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